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I  HAVE  BEEN  ASKED  to  Write  a  Preface  to  this  volume, 
partly  in  order  to  make  known  that  the  letters  con- 
tained in  it  have  been  selected  with  my  sanction  and 
approval  from  those  in  my  possession,  and  partly  in 
liopes  that  my  relationship  to  Lord  Melbourne  and  my 
early  recollections  of  him  may  enable,  me  to  tlirow  some 
light  upon  his  personality.  I  wish  with  all  my  heart 
that  the  last  reason  was  as  good  as  the  first ;  but  I  fear 
that  the '  task  of  drawing  his  character  is  above  my 
capacity,  and  that  my  relationship  and  the  early  re- 
collections which  are  its  consequence  are  in  my  way 
rather  than  otherwise  in  making  the  attempt. 

I  can  only  myself  remember  him  when  I  was  a 
boy,  and  after  he  had  been  attacked  by  his  first  para- 
lytic stroke,  and  I  have  visions  of  a  somewhat  massive 
though  not  corpulent  figure  reclining  in  an  arm-chair, 
a  white  or  nearly  white  head,  shaggy  eyebrows,  and  a 
singularly  keen  and  kindly  eye,  fits  of  silence  occa- 
sionally broken  by  an  incisive  and  rather  paradoxical 
remark,  accompanied  by  a  genial  laugh  and  a  rubbing 
of  the  hands  together.  I  remember  also  noticing  how 
easily  the  tears  came  into  his  eyes,  not  so  much,  as  I 
have  heard  it  said,  at  anything  tender  or  afTtcting,  as  at 
the  expression  of  a  noble  or  generous  sentiment. 
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These  glimpses,  wliicli  I  can  myself  recall,  are,  as  I 
have  said,  rather  in  my  way  than  otherwise  in  drawing 
his  character.  The  image  wliich  I  wish  to  form  of  the 
experienced  and  sagacious  statesman  in  the  full  ma- 
turity of  his  powers  is  continually  blurred  by  my  re- 
membrance of  the  shattered  invalid.  There  was,  of 
course,  In  those  days  very  little  left  of  that  exuberant 
vitality  which  has  been  noted  as  one  of  his  most  marked 
characteristics. 

This  peculiar  gift,  this  exuberant  vitality,  this  '  rude, 
handsome  manliness,'  as  it  has  been  called,  is  to  be 
taken  as  the  leading  trait  of  his  character  before  his 
illness,  but  it  must  be  taken  in  conjunction  with 
other  things.  It  was  tempered  by  a  vein  of  thought- 
fulness,  a  touch  of  melancholy,  as  much  concealed  as  it 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  very  open,  unaffected  man  to  con- 
ceal anything.  With  all  his  genial,  almost  boisterous 
heartiness  upon  occasions,  he  was  in  reality  a  sensitive 
man,  and  every  sensitive  man  must  in  self-defence  very 
often  wear  a  mask.  His  mask  was  an  assumption  of 
reckless  indifference.  This  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  a  famous  satire  by  Sydney  Smith — a  satire  so  skil- 
fully drawn,  so  exquisitely  witty,  and  at  the  same  time 
so  good-humoured,  that  its  extreme  caricature  is  at  first 
sight  hardly  visible,  and  it  has  actually  been  put  down 
in  grave  histories  as  a  portrait.  It  is  such  good  read- 
ing, and  bears  such  strong  testimony  to  Lord  Melbourne's 
conscientiousness  and  hard  work,  that  I  hope  the  reader 
will  turn  to  it ;  but  let  him  remember  that  it  is  a  carica- 
ture, not  a  portrait.     It  is  to  be  found  in  the  second 

letter  to  Archdeacon  Sin<deton. 

IT 

The  sting  of  this  satire — and  a  sting  was  of  course 
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intended — lies  in  the  implied  charge  of  conscious  affec- 
tation, a  foible  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  trans- 
parent simplicity  of  Lord  Melbourne's  character.  Tliat 
his  devil-may-care  manner  often  disguised  both  his 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  matter  in  hand  and  his 
deep  anxiety  to  find  the  right  course,  is  quite  true. 
But  how  difficult  it  is  to  analyse  manner  and  to  trace 
the  source  from  which  it  springs  !  Education,  circum- 
stances, natural  disposition,  all  conspire  to  form  it. 
There  is  hardly  a  man  possessed  of  originality  of 
thought,  and  that  delicacy  of  feeling  which  often  ac- 
companies it,  who  does  not  take  refuge  behind  a  veil  of 
some  sort.  Most  frequently  the  disguise  assumes  the 
form  of  a  cold  and  distant  reserve  ;  but  Lord  Mel- 
bourne's nature  was  too  genial,  his  spirits  were  too 
high,  his  love  of  life  was  too  great,  for  this.  He 
shrouded  himself  under  an  exterior  of  jovial  indif- 
ference, and  at  the  same  time  this  jovial  indifference 
was  not  always  a  shroud,  for  he  was  really  indifferent 
about  small  things.  His  frequent  apparent  conceal- 
ment of  the  extent  of  his  knowledge  of  the  matter  in 
hand  came,  I  think,  partly  from  horror  of  the  opposite 
affectation  of  greater  knowledge  than  exists,  and  partly 
from  the  fact  that  his  knowledge  was  often  rather 
that  of  general  princijDles  than  of  details.  While  I  am 
anxious  to  refute  the  charge  of  affectation,  I  admit 
with  gratitude  that  Sydney  Smith  has  done  his  friend's 
memory  a  good  service  by  pointing  out  that  the  jwco 
curante  manner,  the  apparently  light  tone  in  which  he 
often  treated  serious  subjects,  concealed  a  streiuious 
application  to  business,  and  a  deep  ar.d  genuine  anxiety 
to  do  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his  abihty.     That  he  felt 
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most  keenly  the  heavy  weight  of  labour  and  responsi- 
bility which  attended  his  position  is,  to  my  mind, 
proved  only  too  clearly  by  the  paralytic  stroke  which 
made  its  appearance,  as  is  so  often  the  case  in  similar 
circumstances,  just  as  the  strain  began  to  be  relaxed. 

One  of  Lord  Melbourne's  characteristics,  which  I 
must  not  pass  over,  was  his  insatiable  love  of  reading, 
and  the  vast  store  of  knowledge  which  he  had  collected. 
His  life  was  particularly  fortunate  in  enabling  him  to 
do  this.  His  sound  classical  education  and  close  ac- 
quaintance with  tlie  ancients  he  possessed  in  common 
with  most  of  the  eminent  men  of  his  generation.  But 
men  who  rise  to  eminence  have  in  general,  after  they 
attain  manhood,  very  little  time  even  to  keep  up  what 
they  have  already  acquired,  much  less  to  read  deeply 
in  new  directions.  Lord  Melbourne  did  not  enter  upon 
any  real  or  absorbing  business  till  he  was  nearly  fifty 
years  old,  and  though  lie  undoubtedly  suffered  in  some 
respects  from  want  of  those  habits  of  method  and  punc- 
tuality which  early  apprenticeship  to  business  can  alone 
give,  he  was  enabled  by  the  same  cause  to  collect  to- 
gether an  almost  unprecedented  amount  of  learning  on 
almost  every  subject.  The  same  circumstances,  the 
fact  of  his  having  been  for  many  years  what  is  com- 
monly called  a  man  of  leisure,  gave  him  the  practice 
and  the  power  of  continually  drawing  upon  his  vast 
stores  for  the  entertainment  of  others  in  the  simplest  and 
most  natural  manner.  He  was  a  man  saturated  with 
information,  which  was  continuallv  bul)blin<x  over  in  an 
oriL^inal  and  sometimes  fantastic  form. 

Mr.  Torrens's  Life,  possibly  in  an  abridged  edition, 
with  the  extraneous  matter  omitted,  will  probably  be 
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the  standard  biography  of  Lord  Melbourne,  and  as  far 
as  the  main  facts  are  concerned,  and  the  solid  qualities 
of  his  mind  and  his  high  character,  there  is  not  much 
to  be  added  or  desired ;  but  the  whole  personality  of 
the  man,  the  eccentricity  and  the  brilliancy  and  the 
warmth,  have  disappeared. 

Hajrward's  essays  represent  something  of  the  wit 
and  the  originaUty,  the  unstudied  careless  grace ;  but 
the  nobihty  of  nature,  and  the  genuine  conscientious- 
ness, which  underlay  the  superficial  indolence  and  reck- 
lessness, have  been  very  much  left  out. 

There  are  some  striking  lines  in  the  first  Lord 
Lytton's  poem,  *St.  Stephen's;'  but  the  best  descrip- 
tion of  Liord  Melbourne  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
*  Greville  Memoirs.'  It  would  be  very  unfair  in  regard 
to  him  or  anybody  else  to  isolate  particular  passages 
of  an  author  whose  chief  charm  and  chief  merit  arise 
from  the  spontaneity  of  his  writing.  Every  impression 
of  the  moment,  from  the  highest  admiration  down  to  a 
feeling  bordering  upon  contempt,  is  recorded  and  left 
unaltered,  however  inconsistent  with  previous  or 
subsequent  passages  in  the  same  book.  In  Part  II. 
Vol.  in.  p.  241,  there  is  a  verj^  able  and  elaborate 
character,  one  of  the  best  that  Greville  ever  drew — 
and  how  admirable  his  characters  are  !  He  wishes  to  be 
impartial  and  discriminating,  and  I  think  he  has  suc- 
ceeded as  far  as  success  was  possible.  It  is  after  reading 
this  that  I  can  most  nearly  picture  Lord  Melbourne  to 
myself.  Where  he  a  httle  fails,  in  my  opinion,  is  in  his 
reference  to  his  unhappy  married  life.  There  was  more 
tenderness  and  more  real  manliness  exliibited  in  con- 
nection with  that  painful  and  unpleusing  story  than  is 
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to  be  gathered  from  this  passing  allusion.  As  to  the 
political  career,  too,  we  must  remember  that  Greville, 
though  he  lived  very  much  with  the  Whigs,  was  in 
his  principles  a  Tory  of  the  old  type ;  while  Lord  Mel- 
bourne, though  he  was  almost  too  acutely  able  to  see 
both  sides  of  every  question,  was  fundamentally  and 
in  all  essentials  a  genuine  though  moderate  Liberal, 
brought  up  from  his  earliest  youth  under  the  influenc^e 
of  Charles  James  Fox.  We  can  understand,  therefore, 
that  when  during  his  official  career  the  position  which 
he  had  so  long  taken  up  was  suddenly  assailed  on  a 
new  side,  from  the  Radical,  not  the  Conservative  direc- 
tion, he  may  have  shown  a  certain  amount  of  hesita- 
tion which  to  one  who  was  indiscriminately  opposed  to 
all  Reform  and  all  Liberalism  was  difficult  to  under- 
stand. 

The  views  with  regard  to  Parhamentary  Reform 
which  Lord  Melbourne  consistently  adopted  were  that 
it  was  desirable  on  the  whole  to  leave  the  matter  alone, 
but  that  if  anything  was  done  at  all,  it  should  be 
done  thoroughly.  It  seems  strange,  therefore,  that  he 
should  even  for  one  moment  have  allowed  himself  to  be 
entangled  with  the  Waverers,  and  their  wretched  attempt 
to  snatch  back  with  one  hand  little  haudfuls  of  what 
was  being  offered  to  the  people  with  the  other.  If  they 
had  had  their  wav,  thev  would  have  saved  nothin<'  of 
any  real  advantage  to  anybody,  while  they  would 
altogether  have  spoilt  the  moral  effect  of  the  measure 
by  creating  an  impression  that  what  was  yielded  was 
vielded  entirelv  under  the  infhience  of  fear,  and  onlv  in 
as  small  a  quantity  as  possible.  It  could  only  have 
been  from  his  love  of  listenin<jr  to  ar^uimeuts  on  everv 
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side  of  every  question  that  he  was  led  into  correspond- 
ing with  them  at  all. 

Another  matter  in  connection  with  which  Charles 
Greville  accuses  him  of  vacillation  is  the  Syrian  ques- 
tion in  1840.  It  was  Lord  Palmerston,  and  not  he,  who 
originated  the  hazardous  but  successful  policy  pur- 
sued on  this  occasion.  An  able  Foreign  Secretary 
can  always,  in  matters  of  this  kind,  commit  a  Govern- 
ment too  deeply  to  allow  of  a  retreat.  Lord  Melbourne 
felt  a  certain  amount  of  anxiety,  and  may  have  shown 
it  indiscreetly ;  but  it  was  evidently  exaggerated  by 
Greville,  who  derived  all  his  information  from  what 
he  calls  the  Peace  Party,  and  whose  information 
was  manifestly  distorted.  Lord  Melbourne  may  also 
have  shown  a  too  intense  desire  to  conciliate  all  parties. 
But  there  is  nothing  in  the  letters  here  published  to 
confirm  the  charge  of  vacillation.  He  consistently  sup- 
ported Lord  Palmerston,  and  held  fast  to  the  convic- 
tion that,  though  to  yield  to  France  might  remove 
existing  difficulties,  to  show  any  fear  of  her  would 
inevitably  produce  war  at  a  future  period. 

The  too  intense  desire,  which  I  have  mentioned,  to 
conciliate  all  parties  in  his  rickety  Government  and 
at  all  hazards  to  keep  it  together  }\as  always  been  con- 
sidered a  blot  upon  the  last  two  years  of  his  admi- 
nistration, and  the  task  it  involved  must  have  been  a 
sore  trial  to  his  high  spirit.  But  he  evidently  decided 
that  under  the  circumstances  his  first  duty  was  to  the 
Queen,  and  that  to  allow  his  Government  to  collapse 
while  he  still  had  a  majority,  however  small,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  while  the  feeling  in  the 
country  was  still  an   unknown   quantity,  would  place 
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a  young  and  inexperienced  Sovereign  in  an  unfair  posi- 
tion.    Is  it  clear  that  his  decision  was  wrong? 

There  are,  as  I  have  said,  enough  materials  already 
in  print  to  enable  the  reading  public  to  form  a  fair 
notion  of  Lord  Melbourne's  character  and  career.  But 
the  matter  contained  in  this  volume  is  almost  all  of 
it  new,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  very  interesting. 

The  letters  from  Glasgow  at  the  beginning  are  to 
my  mind  disappointing,  and  it  would  have  required  at 
the  time  a  good  judge  of  character  to  predict  from 
their  perusal  the  future  eminence  of  the  writer.  There 
is  a  self-sufficiency  and  priggishness  in  the  youth  who 
wrote  them  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  man  as  he 
presented  himself  in  after  life.  It  was  Lord  Melbourne, 
not  Sydney  Smith,  who  said,  '  I  wish  I  was  as  cock- 
sure of  anything  as  Tom  Macaulay  is  of  everything ' ; 
but  we  see  now  that  he  had  had  his  own  period  of 
cock-sureness  like  most  other  people.  They  show, 
however,  an  active  and  inquiring  mind,  and  a  keen 
interest  in  politics,  and  they  throw  a  light  upon  his 
pursuits  and  friendships  which  justifies  their  publica- 
tion. 

More  interesting  than  these  boyish  effusions  is  the 
journal  of  Lord  Melbourne's  early  Parliamentarj^  life, 
and  more  interesting  still  the  letters  to  his  colleagues 
while  he  was  in  office.  But  they  are  comparatively  few 
in  number,  as  I  shall  explain  by-and-by,  and  I  confers 
that,  judging  from  the  traditions  of  his  conversation,  I 
was  disappointed  when  I  first  read  them  at  their  not 
bein^T  more  brilliant.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
they  were  written  simply  and  solely  with  a  view  to  the 
purpose  in  hand.     The  entire  absence  of  display  and 
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the  utter  unconsciousness  of  a  future  reader  are  in 
themselves  a  considerable  merit  ;  and  though  these 
letters  are  unequal,  and  not  always  written  with  facility, 
they  seem  to  me  occasionally  to  evince  a  peculiar 
directness  and  originality  which,  on  literary  considera- 
tions alone,  would  entitle  them  to  respectful  attention. 
Anyone  who  has  formed  an  impression  of  the  writer's 
turn  of  mind  from  other  sources  will,  I  think,  discern 
in  them  a  tendency  kept  under  restraint,  but  constantly 
escaping  from  it,  to  connect  the  matter  in  question  witli 
some  general  principle.  I  fancy  I  can  see  signs  here 
and  there  of  a  secret  temptation  to  indulge  in  startling 
paradox  and  copious  illustration.  But  it  was  steadily 
resisted,  and  it  is  as  a  testimony  to  his  strong  sound 
sense  and  painstaking  attention  to  business  that  they 
are  chiefly  valuable. 

The  Home  Oflice  must  in  his  day  have  been  a  most 
laborious  office,  for  in  addition  to  the  hea\^^  work 
which  it  entails  now  it  comprised  then  the  general 
direction  of  Irish  administration,  and  both  England  and 
Ireland  were  in  a  very  disturbed  and  excited  condition. 
The  correspondence  of  this  period  is  chiefly  connected 
with  the  preservation  of  law  and  order. 

As  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Melbourne's  actions  are 
of  course  suggestive  of  so  much  comment  that  if  I 
yielded  to  my  inclination  I  should  enlarge  my  Preface 
to  an  outrageous  extent.  In  addition  to  points  which  I 
have  already  incidentally  touched  upon,  I  will  only 
allude  to  the  charge  brought  against  him  by  Miss 
Martineau,  in  one  of  her  most  unfair  chapters,  of  neg- 
lecting to  defend  Lord  Durham's  Canadian  conduct 
when  challenged  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
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Whether  Lord  Melbourne  had  been  ahoirether 
cowed  by  Lord  Brougham,  as  alleged  by  Miss  Marti- 
neau,  may  be  decided  by  glancing  at  the  debates  of  the 
period.  It  is  true  that  he  did  not  always  answer  him, 
and  on  one  occasion  the  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons  remonstrated  with  him  on  the  subject,  when 
he  replied,  '  The  fact  is,  my  dear  John,  the  fellow  was 
in  such  a  state  of  excitement  that  if  I  had  said  a  word 
to  him  he  would  have  gone  stark  staring  mad.'  This 
I  heard  from  Lord  Russell  himself.  I  admit  that  he 
might  have  answered  him  more  constantly  than  he  did. 
I  admit  also,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  deny,  that 
Lord  Brougham  was  much  the  better  speaker  of  the 
two,  but  it  is  against  all  evidence  to  say  that  Lord 
Melbourne  ever  showed  himself  in  the  smallest  degree 
afraid  of  him. 

But,  to  return  to  Lord  Durham,  Lord  Melbourne,  it 
will  be  seen,  never  made  any  secret  of  his  dislike  and 
distrust  of  him.  He  was  bitterly  annoyed  at  his 
appointment  of  Mr.  Turton,  which  he  was  evidently 
not  prepared  for,  though  Miss  Martineau  says  he  was. 
But  the  letters  in  this  volume  show  clearly  that  after 
the  quarrel  had  begun  he  was  much  more  inclined  to 
be  conciliatory  to  Lord  Durham  than  many  of  his 
colleagues.  If  he  failed  on  any  occasion  in  his  attempt 
to  back  him  up  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  attempt  was 
honestly  made,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  his  own 
explanation  that  he  was  deliberately  and  persistently 
left  without  materials  for  the  purpose. 

It  has  been  said  with  truth  that  the  great  question 
about  Lord  Melbourne's  life,  as  to  wliich  our  public  has 
not  yet  made  up  its  mind,  is  what  part  he  really  took 
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in  the  administration  of  his  own  Government.  Every- 
body allows  his  personal  charm,  his  knowledge,  his 
originality  of  mind,  and  his  upright  and  honourable 
character.  But  did  he  really  govern  the  country,  or 
was  he  a  mere  figure-head — or,  rather,  what  inter- 
mediate position  did  he  fill  between  the  two  ? 

There  are  few  things  so  difficult  to  determine  as  the 
exact  place  which  a  Prime  Minister  fills  among  his 
colleagues.  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  we  know,  did 
everything  himself,  and  his  Government  very  soon 
collapsed  in  consequence.  Pitt  and  Palmerston  are 
commonly  supposed  to  have  been  very  autocratic ; 
though  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  first  leant  very 
much  upon  Dundas ;  and  one  of  Lord  Palmerston's 
colleagues  has  told  me  that  his  power  in  his  Cabinet 
has  been  much  exaggerated  out  of  doors.  It  is  very 
possible,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Lord  Liverpool  and 
Lord  Aberdeen  may  have  exercised  more  controUing 
force  than  is  generally  imagined.  I,  of  course,  avoid 
all  allusion  to  living  people. 

A  false  estimate  of  predominant  influence  behind 
the  scenes  may  be  raised,  sometimes  by  Parliamentary 
position,  and  sometimes  by  self-assertion.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne had  no  self-assertion.  As  long  as  the  work  was 
done,  he  cared  very  httle  who  had  the  credit  of  it.  As 
to  Parliamentary  position,  though  his  speeches  were 
generally  racy  and  vigorous,  I  do  not  know  that  his 
abilities  were  of  the  kind  to  enable  him  to  gain  it,  and 
his  being  in  the  House  of  Lords  put  it  altogether  out  of 
the  question.  In  these  days  the  want  of  Parliamentary 
position  incident  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords  is 
very  much  made  up   for   by  the  copious  practice  of 
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making  speeches  throughout  the  country ;  but  in  Lord 
Melbourne's  time  such  a  thing  was  almost  unknown. 

We  are  driven,  therefore,  to  form  our  notion  of 
his  weight  hi  the  Cabinet  almost  entirely  from  his  cor- 
respondence ;  and  here,  again,  he  is  unfortunate.  He 
was  not  a  methodical  man.  He  burnt  many  of  the 
letters  addressed  to  him,  and  he  very  seldom  kept  a 
copy  of  his  own.  The  materials,  therefore,  which  have 
been  collected  in  the  present  book  are  very  imperfect. 
They  must  be  considered  as  a  small  sample,  accidentally 
preserved,  of  what  would  have  been  a  very  volumhious 
collection.  But,  imperfect  as  they  are,  they  throw  con- 
siderable light  upon  his  real  position,  and,  as  I  venture 
to  suggest,  not  by  any  means  to  his  disadvantage. 

T  have  been  asked  to  acknowledge  with  thanks,  on 
behalf  of  the  Editor,  letters  lent  for  pubUcation  by  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Trotter,  Miss  Jane  Whately,  and  Mr.  Hugh 
Hammersley,  and  to  express  his  obligations  to  Lord 
Bessborough,  and  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  who  have 
had  search  made  among  their  papers,  though,  un 
fortunately,  without  success.  I  must  be  allowed  also 
on  my  own  initiative  to  call  the  reader's  attention  to 
the  generous  self-effacement  of  the  Editor  in  confining 
his  own  work  to  such  connecting  and  explanatory 
remarks  as  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  to  the  clear, 
concise,  and  admirable  manner  in  wliich  he  has  per- 
formed his  task. 

CoWPEH. 
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CHAPTER  I 

YOUTH 

1779-1805 

The  ancestors  of  Lord  Melbourne,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  pursued  the  professional  walks  of  life.  We 
find  that  a  Mr.  Matthew  Lambe  was  then  a  practitioner,  or 
attorney,  of  long  standing  at  Southwell,  and  the  legal  adviser 
of  the  Cokes  of  Melbourne  Hall,  an  old  family,  one  of  whose 
members,  Sir  John  Coke,  was  Secretary  of  State  during  the 
early  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.^  Matthew  Lambe  died  on 
January  29,  1735,  leaving  a  fortune  of  100,000i.  to  his  two 
sons,  Robert  and  Matthew,  in  order  of  succession.  Already  the 
death  in  the  previous  year  of  an  uncle  named  Peniston,  who  had 
been  a  highly  successful  *  pleader  under  the  bar,'  and  who  died 
a  bachelor,  had  placed  Robert  Lamb  in  a  pDsition  of  affluence. 
He  entered  the  Church,  and  by  a  rapid  course  of  preferment 
became  Dean,  and  eventually  Bishop  of  Peterborough.  As 
he,  too,  died  unmarried,  his  wealth  passed  to  the  son  of  his 
brother  Matthew. 

^  Two  interesting  volumes  of  abstracts  made  from  the  MSS.  at 
Melbourne  Hall,  by  Mr.  William  Dashwood  Fane,  were  published  by  the 
Historical  Manuscripts  Commission  in  1888.  They  cover  the  period  from 
1551  to  1702. 
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This  Matthew  must  have  been  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability.  He  embraced  his  uncle's  profession,  and  rapidly  ex- 
tended his  business,  becoming  perpetual  Solicitor  to  the  Revenue 
of  the  Post  Office,  and  the  confidential  adviser  of  Lord  Salisbur}' 
and  Lord  Egmont.  Equally  fortunate  in  love,  he  won,  in  1740, 
the  hand  of  Miss  Charlotte  Coke,  who,  on  the  unexpected  death 
of  her  brother  some  seven  years  afterwards,  inherited  the  family 
estates,  including  Melbourne  Hall.  To  these  considerable  pos- 
sessions Matthew  Lamb  added  Brocket  Hall,  by  purchase  from 
the  representatives  of  Sir  Thomas  Winnington,  in  1746.  His 
life,  in  fact,  was  one  course  of  steady  prosperity  ;  he  was  already 
a  member  of  Parliament,  sitting  for  Stockbridge,  and  afterwards 
for  Peterborough,  and  in  1755  he  was  created  a  baronet.  He 
died  in  1768,  leaving  to  his  only  son,  Peniston,  property  estimated 
at  nearly  half  a  million,  besides  half  a  million  in  ready  money 
which  the  latter  squandered  aimlessly.* 

At  the  time  of  his  father  s  death  Sir  Peniston  Lamb  was  in 
his  twenty-fourth  year.  Of  an  easy  disposition,  and  without 
any  marked  abilities,  he  was  ill-qualified  to  push  the  fortunes  of 
the  family  through  his  own  exertions.  But  he  had  the  good 
luck  and  good  taste  to  marry  Elizabeth,  the  only  daughter  of 
Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  one  of  the  most  gifted  and  fascinating 
women  of  her  time.^  In  the  year  after  his  marriage  Sir 
Peniston,  who  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  a  silent  follower 
of  Jjord  North,  was  creatt^d  an  Irish  Baron  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Melbourne  of  Kilmore,  and  an  Irish  Viscount  in  1781.  On 
the  formation  of  the  Household  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  he  was 
named  Gentleman  of  the  Bed  Chamber ;  and  created  an  English 
Peer  in  1815.  There  cannot  be  much  doubt  that  he  owed  his 
social    advancement  to  the  influence  of  his    wife,    concerning 

'  Some  of  thefie  details  are  taken  from  a  paper  by  Mr.  Richard  Sprye, 
an  anti(iuarian  who  was  commissioned  by  Lord  Melbourne  to  make 
researches  into  the  past  history  of  the  Lambs. 

*  Six  children  were  the  issue  of  the  marriage :  Peniston,  bom  in  1770, 
who  died  unmarried  in  1805  ;  William,  bom  in  1779 ;  Frederick,  born  in 
1782,  who  entered  the  diplomatic  8er>'ice  and  became  Baron  Beauvale, 
succeeding  to  Lord  Melbourne's  title  after  his  death  ;  George,  born  in 
1784,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1884  was  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department ;  Emily  Mary,  bom  in  1787,  who  became,  first, 
La<ly  Cowper,  and,  secondly,  Lady  Palmerston ;  and  Harriet  Anne,  bom 
in  1789,  who  died  unmarried  in  1803. 
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whose  abilities  the  verdict  of  her  contemporaries  is  nearly  unani- 
mous. Horace  Walpole,  indeed,  sneers  at  her  after  his  wont, 
when  he  represents  her  as  standing  before  the  fire  at  Mrs. 
Meynel's,  and  adjusting  her  feathers  in  the  glass.  '  Says  she, 
'*  Lord !  they  say  the  Stocks  will  blow  up :  that  will  be  very 
comical !  " '  *  But  the  remark  may  perhaps  be  interpreted  as  a 
satire  on  the  jargon  of  the  Stock  Exchange ;  and  even  if  Horaco 
Walpole  disliked  her,  he  was  certainly  in  a  minority.  Byron 
was  only  echoing  the  opinion  of  society  when  he  described  her 
in  his  Diary,  under  the  date  November  24,  1813,  as  '  The  best 
friend  I  ever  had  in  my  life,  and  the  cleverest  of  women.  I 
write  with  most  pleasure  to  her,  and  her  answers  are  so  sen- 
sible, so  tdciiqus,  I  never  met  with  half  her  talent.'  ^  Her  son's 
verdict  was,  perhaps,  more  partial,  but  it  was  the  same :  *  Ah, 
my  mother  was  a  most  remarkable  woman ;  not  merely  clever 
and  engapfing,  but  the  most  sagacious  woman  I  ever  knew.  She 
kept  me  right  as  long  as  she  lived.'  * 

William  Lamb,  who  was  bom  on  March  15,  1779,  was  his 
mother's  favourite  child.  She  early  recognised  his  abilities,  and 
set  herself  to  form  his  character,  cautioning  him  especially 
against  the  acquirement  of  selfish  habits.*  His  boyhood  was 
passed,  for  the  most  part,  at  Brocket,  partly  also,  no  doubt,  at 
Melbourne  House,  Piccadilly — now  the  Albany — which  had 
been  purchased  from  Lord  Holland,  the  father  of  Charles  James 
Fox,  in  1770,  and  which  soon  became  an  important  social  and 
political  centre,  among  its  visitors  being  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Charles  James  Fox,  Sheridan,  Fitzpatrick,  and  the  other  leaders 
of  the  Whig  connection.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  was  portrayed 
by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  together  with  his  brothers,  Peniston 
and  Frederick,  in  the  fine  picture,  '  The  Affectionate  Brothers ' ; 
and  in  after-life  he  was  fond  of  describing  to  artists  his  sittings 
to  the  veteran  President.*  'I  remember  Reynolds,'  he  told 
Haydon.  *  He  was  a  hard-working  old  dog.  When  I  sat  to  him 
he  looked  too  hard  to  be  happy.'     But  hard-working  though  Sir 

'  Walpole*8  Letters,  ed.  Cunningham,  vol.  vii.  May  12,  1778. 
'  Moore*8  Life  of  Byron,  p.  879. 

*  Torrens,  Memoira  of  Lord  Melbourne,  vol.  i.  p.  134. 

*  See  an  extract  firom  a  letter  of  Lord  Melbourne's  to  Miss  Emily  Eden, 
given  in  her  Letters  from  India,  vol.  i.  p.  5. 

*  Haydon*8  Autobiography,  vol.  ii.  p.  343  ;  Leslie,  Autobiographical 
JUcolUctions,  pp.  169-170. 
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Joshua  was,  he  was  enough  of  a  diplomatist  to  coax  the  child  to 
sit  a  little  longer  by  giving  him  a  ride  on  his  foot.  Lamb  went 
to  Eton  in  1700,  but  no  record  of  his  school  days  has  bc^en  pre- 
served. In  July  179G  he  was  entered  as  a  fellow  commoner  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  went  into  residence  in  the 
October  following.  As  he  was  destined  for  the  Bar,  he  was 
entered  at  Lincoln's  Inn  on  July  21,  1797,  and  proceeded  to 
keep  his  law  terms  simultaneously  with  his  college  terms. 
William  Lamb  proceeded  to  his  degree  at  the  end  of  Trinity 
term,  1 799,  having  spent  his  college  days  in  private  study  rather 
than  in  following  the  easy  curriculum  which  was  then  prescribed. 
He  succeeded,  nevertheless,  in  gaining  a  declamation  prize  by 
an  oration  'On  the  Progressive  Improvements  of  Mankind/ 
which  Charles  Fox,  with  great  good-nature,  went  out  of  his  way 
to  praise  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

William  Lamb  in  early  manhood,  as  in  after-life,  was  much 
addicted  to  poetical  composition.  He  contributed  to  the 
Btujle^  a  weekly  effusion  of  which  the  guests  at  Inverary  Castle 
were  the  staff,  and  his  friend  Matthew — better  known  as 
*  Monk ' — Lewis  the  editor.  With  the  audacity  of  youth  lie 
plunged  into  political  satire,  and  appeared  as  the  author  of  an 
Epistle  to  the  Editor  of  the  Anii-Jacohiny  published  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  of  January  17,  1798.  The  lines  which  were 
most  quoted  were  at  the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  embassy 
to  Lille :  — 

*  I  swear  by  all  the  youths  that  Malmesbury  chose, 
By  Ellis*  sapient  prominence  of  nose, 

By  Morpeth's  gait,  important,  proud,  and  big. 
By  Leveson  Gowers  crop-imitating  wig.' 

But  clever  though  the  *  Epistle '  was,  Canning's  guns  soon 
silenced  his  young  antagonist.     The  reply  began  : — 

*  Bard  of  the  borrowed  lyre !  to  whom  belong 

The  shreds  and  remnants  of  each  hackney 'd  song  : 
Thy  verse  thy  friends  in  vain  for  wit  explore, 
And  count  but  one  good  line  in  eighty-four.'  * 

'  The  on©  good  lino  was  the  fourth.    *  Crop-imitating  wig '  means  a  wijf 
of  tho  colour  of  liis  hair,  which  was  an  innovation  in  those  days.    See  Hay- 
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William  Lamb  evidently  entertained  to  the  full  that  sym- 
pathy for  Napoleon  which  was  freely  and  factiously.  expressed  by 
Fox's  followers  at  this  time.  The  same  spirit,  too,  is  to  be  traced 
in  his  letters  to  his  mother,  when,  according  to  the  educational 
fashion  among  the  great  families,  he  and  his  brother  Frederick 
repaired  towards  the  end  of  1799  to  Glasgow,  where,  on  the  warm 
recommendation  of  Lord  Lauderdale,  they  became  resident  pupils 
of  Professor  Millar,  the  author  of  a  now  forgotten  '  Historical 
View  of  the  English  Government.'  Frederick  Lamb  was  not 
long  in  giving  liady  Melbourne  an  animated  description  of  their 
new  surroundings : — 


Hon.  F.  The  only  reason  for  not  writing  common  occur- 
]^y^  rences  is  that  none  occur.  We  go  regularly 
w^i^^*  on  in  the  same  round,  and  William  has  given 
^^'  you  an  account  of  that  round,  so  that  I  have 

nothing  left  but  to  repeat  it  again,  in  hopes  he  has 
left  something  out.  If  we  tell  any  lies  you  may  de- 
tect them  by  comparing  accounts.  There  is  nothing 
heard  of  in  this  house  but  study,  though  there  is  as 
much  idleness,  drunkenness,  &c.  out  of  it  as  in  most 
universities.  We  breakfast  at  half-past  nine,  but  I  am 
roused  by  a  stupid,  slow,  lumbering  mathematician  who 
tumbles  me  out  of  bed  at  eight.  During  the  whole  of 
the  day  we  are  seldom  out  of  the  house  or  the  lecture- 
rooms  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  after  supper,  which 
finishes  a  Uttle  after  eleven,  the  reading  generally  con- 
tinues till  near  two.  Saturday  and  Sunday  are  holi- 
days, but  on  Monday  we  have  examinations  in  Millar's 
lectures.  You  may  guess  whether  in  this  way  many- 
things  are  likely  to  happen.  Millar  himself  is  a  little 
jolly  dog,  and  the  sharpest  fellow  I  ever  saw.  All  the 
ladies  here  are  contaminated  with  an  itch  for  pliilo- 

ward's  Essay  on  Lord  Melbourne,  reprinted  from  the  Qnarierly  lievU'iv^ 
No.  281),  in  his  Sketches  of  Eminent  Statesmen  and  Writers  (1880). 
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sophy  and  learning,  and  sucli  a  set  of  fools  it  never  was 
my  lot  to  see.  One  of  the  Miss  Millars  is  pretty,  but 
they  are  all  philosophers,  and  the  eldest  is  exactly  like 
Miss  Trimmer.  William  quotes  poetry  to  them  all 
day,  but  I  don't  think  he  has  made  any  impression  yet, 
and  my  conversation  with  them  is  very  little.  One  of 
the  fellows  in  the  house  is  a  Scotchman,  a  blustering, 
positive  sort  of  a  fellow,  but  very  good-humoured,  and 
with  a  good  deal  of  knowledge.  The  other  is  an  Irish- 
man, who  is  very  good-humoured  with  none,  and  as  like 
Lord  Duncannon  as  he  can  stand.  So  there  is  a  sketch 
of  the  family.  We  supped  with  Eichardson  a  few 
nights  ago,  and  a  poking  old  booby  he  is.^  Lord 
Lauderdale  arrived  in  Edinburgh  some  days  ago ;  we 
were  to  have  gone  over  to  him  at  the  Cliristmas  holi- 
davs,  but  as  there  are  none  he  has  written  to  desire  us 
to  attend  upon  him  at  Easter,  when  there  are  two  or 
three  days  without  any  lectures.  I  used  to  think  the 
English  climate  must  be  the  worst  in  the  whole  world, 
but  it  was  before  I  had  been  in  Scotland ;  there  is  but 
little  frost  here,  but  rain  never  ceasing,  and  the  whole 
family  keep  up  such  an  unremitting  coughing  as  can 
be  heard  nowhere  else.  Give  my  duty  to  my  father. 
Thank  George  for  his  copy  of  verses ;  they  are  very 
good  ones,  and  I  don't  believe  there  is  anybody  in  Glas- 
gow could  write  such,  for  there  are  no  poets  here. 

I  have  just  got  the  Morning  Post;  it  mentions  the 
report  of  Dundas's  going  out.  You  will  hear  every- 
thing from  Huskisson,  so  when  you  write  pray  give 
some  account  of  it,  and  what  the  Admiral  says  about 
it.' 

*  Evidently  the  merchant  mentioned  in  the  next  letter. 

•  Mr.  Hu8kis8()n,  the  wt'U-known  btatesmaii,  had  married  a  daughter 
oi  Admiral  Milbanke,  Lady  Melbourne's  uncle,  in  17U9. 
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Hon.  TiiAXK  you  for  your  account  of  Kiiniaird.^ 
L^b  to  I^id  ^^  say  nothing  of  having  heard  from  me, 
wra^^^"  ^o^  ^f  3.^7  intention  of  writing  to  me  ?  I  did 
j^^«,  ^^^  l^y  iiiiich  stress  upon  Lewis's*  authority, 
1800.  ^g  i^jg  head  is  always  full  of  one  vagary  or 
another,  but  I  was  rather  more  alarmed  upon  hearing 
that  he  had  been  with  him,  as  he  is  certainly  enough  to 
drive  [distracted]  any  person  of  strong  nerves  and  in 
sound  health,  much  more  a  valetudinarian  enfeebled  by 
fever.  Is  he  staying  in  town  ?  I  hope  you  will  con- 
trive this  winter  to  rub  off  a  few  rum  ideas  which  he 
contracted  in  these  philosophical  colleges,  and  to  divest 
him  of  rather  too  minute  and  scrupulous  a  morality, 
which  is  entirely  unfit  for  this  age.  I  suppose  they  did 
this  for  him  a  little  at  Edinburgh  last  year,  but,  how- 
ever, I  daresay  some  work  is  still  left  for  London.  For 
the  company  and  manners  of  this  place,  I  do  not  see 
much  difference  in  them  from  the  company  and  man- 
ners of  any  country  town.  I  have  dined  out  in  a  family 
way  at  a  wealthy  merchant's,  and  we  have  had  several 
parties  at  home.  We  drink  healths  at  dinner,  hand 
round  the  cake  at  tea,  and  put  our  spoons  into  our 
cups  when  we  desire  to  have  no  more,  but  exactly  in 
the  same  manner  as  we  used  to  behave  at  Hatfield,  at 
Eton,  and  at  Cambridge.  Almost  the  only  exclusive 
custom  I  have  remarked  is  a  devilish  good  one,  which 
ought  to  be  adopted  everywhere.  After  the  cheese 
they  hand  round  the  table  a  bottle  of  whisky  and 
another  of  brandy,  and  the  whole  company,  male  and 

*  This  is  Byron's  friend  Charles,  eighth  Baron  Kinnaird,  who  was 
born  in  1780  and  died  in  1826. 

*  Matthew  Gregory  Lewis,  the  well-known  author  of  The  Monk,  The 
Castle  Spectre^  Tales  of  Terror ^  and  other  novels  and  plays.  He  was  a 
great  friend  of  William  Lamb,  and,  dying  in  1818,  left  Lim  a  valuable 
library. 
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female  in  general,  indulge  in  a  dram.  This  is  very  com- 
fortable and  very  exhilarating,  and  affords  an  oppor- 
tunity for  many  jokes.  As  to  language,  they  talk  in- 
finitely better  English  here  than  at  Newcastle,  and  are 
much  more  easily  understood.  The  town  is  a  damnable 
one,  and  the  dirtiest  I  ever  saw,  and  full  of  all  tlie 
inconveniences  that  accompany  manufactures.  I  have 
received  the  works  of  the  Divine  Plato  and  the  Greek 
Grammar  with  great  thankfulness,  though  Xenophon 
would  be  of  more  use  to  me.  You  may  safely  tell  Mrs. 
Russell  that  I  never  went  to  see  the  iron  bridge.  I 
tried  to  lie  as  perdue  at  Newcastle  as  possible,  but  find 
by  this  that  I  have  not  succeeded. 

We  have  odd  reports  about  Dundas  here  too.  He 
has  seen  nobody  since  he  has  been  at  Edinburgh,  and 
when  the  magistrates  waited  upon  him  in  form  they  were 
refused  admittance.  Tlie  whispered  rumour  is  that  he 
is  mad.  Lunacy  is  the  distemper  which  common  fame 
seems  always  to  give  our  Ministers  (justly  enougli) 
when  they  keep  themselves  up.  I  remember  they  said 
so  of  Pitt  a  year  ago.  The  time  may  not  be  very  far 
off  when  they  may  be  devilishly  glad  to  be  able  to  plead 
it.  Everything  wears  a  hostile  appearance  again.  If 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  French  can  be  roused  for  one 
more  effort  tliey  will  gain  their  point.  My  uncle  must 
be  very  anjrry  at  the  surrender  of  Coni,  but  St.  Cyr's 
victory  will  put  him  into  spirits  again.^  You  never  tell 
me  how  he  does.  I  am  afraid  this  weather  with  its 
sudden  changes  is  unfavourable  to  him. 

I  have  also  received  the  Precis.     What  do  people 
tliink  in  general  of  Godwin's  novel  ? '     I   have   only 

*  St.  Cat  won  a  victory  over  the  Atistrians  at  Albano  on  December  14 
anil  so  rctrieveil  the  surrender  of  Coni  on  ilie  6th. 

*  Godwin's  novel  67.  Leon  was  published  in  17UU. 
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read  the  first,  and  best  part  of  the  second  volume,  and 
it  strikes  me  as  being  a  work  of  very  clumsy  con- 
struction and  very  dull  execution.  The  first  volume 
is  a  complete  story  of  itself.  He  appears  to  have  run 
into  the  very  extreme  opposite  to  his  former  opinions. 
In  his  earlier  works,  particularly  in  his  '  PoUtical  Jus- 
tice,' he  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  no  man  is  bound 
to  keep  a  promise.  He  makes  all  St.  Leon's,  or  the 
greatest  part  of  St.  Leon's,  misery  arise  from  the 
necessity  he  thinks  himself  under  of  keeping  a  promise 
which  it  would  do  nobody  any  harm  to  break.  I  mean 
the  promise  of  secrecy  to  the  man  who  gives  him  the 
Philosopher's  Stone.  Nobody  but  a  fool  would  think 
himself  bound  to  keep  such  a  promise  at  such  an  ex- 
pense. There  is  not  even  an  attempt  at  novelty  of 
character,  and  the  pages  are  filled  out  with  the  idlest  and 
oldest  declamation.  Besides,  who  but  a  fool  would  not 
perceive  that  the  whole  interest  of  the  book  is  taken 
away  by  the  Preface,  in  which  he  informs  us  that  he  is 
in  possession  of  the  Philosopher's  Stone,  and  that  he  is 
not  happy  with  it.  It  is  no  use  to  read  any  farther. 
This  lets  us  into  the  whole  purport  of  the  book.  What 
a  miserable  want  of  taste,  too,  to  call  his  heroine 
Pandora.  Ever}^one  must  see  and  think  of  her  box  of 
evils,  of  which  this  book  is  not  the  least.  These  are  all 
palpable,  gross,  puerile  blunders.  If  Lewis  would  but 
give  his  own  abilities  fair  play  he  could  write  a  novel 
fifty  times  as  good. 

I  see  the  '  Passage  of  the  St.  Gothard '  has  found  its 
way  into  tlie  newspapers,  and  from  the  correctness  of 
the  text  and  length  of  the  notes  I  suppose  by  design 
of  the  author.^     I  like  it  much  better  than  I  did  when 

'  Georgiana,  Duchoss  of  Devonshire,  the  admirer  of  Dr.  Johnson  and 
the  devoted  adliereut  of  Charles  Fox.     The  poem  is  to  be  fomid  in  the 
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I  saw  it  in  manuscript,  though  some  of  tlie  stanzas 
might  easily  be  made  better  with  shght  aheration.  The 
great  fault  is,  that  a  poem  inscribed  to  her  children 
should  begin  with  an  address  to  Italy.  She  ought  in 
justice  to  her  children  to  have  given  them  one  or  two 
stanzas  more,  for  now  they  are  tagged  on  to  the  tail  of 
a  poem  in  which  they  seem  to  have  no  business. 

A  Scotch  lady  (not  a  Miss  Millar,  but  a  Miss  Mal- 
colm, or  some  such  name)  asked  me,  first,  if  I  knew  the 
Duchess  of  D.,  and,  secondly,  if  she  played  well  upon 
the  harpsichord.  To  which  I  knew,  not  what  to  reply, 
so  I  believe  I  passed  for  an  impostor. 

I  have  received  Dr.  Langford's  treatise  on  the 
Sacrament,  and  have  written  to  praise  it  and  thank  him 
for  it.i 


The  ftame  ^  GAVE  my  wliolc  wrath  vent  yesterday  in  a  long 
J^^®  letter  to  Adair,*^  so  that  you  will  have  my  more 
jan^^*  cool  and  deliberate  view  of  the  subject.  Min- 
^^-  isters,  I  take  it,  were  put  into  a  great  dilenuna 

by  the  proposal  of  Bonaparte.^  On  the  other  hand,  the 
letter  was  temperate  and  respectful  in  the  highest  degi'ee, 
no  shadow  of  insult  or  even  of  boasting.  No  conditions 
were  proposed  which  could  be  seized  upon  as  a  pretext 

Morning  Post  of  December  21,  1799.     It  gave  rise  to  Coleridge's  ode  with 

the  refrain — 

*  Oh  lady,  nursed  in  pomp  and  pleasure, 

Whence  learned  you  that  heroic  measure  ?  * 

To  which  the  answer  was— From  the  children,  to  whom  William  Lamb 
takes  such  strong  exception. 

•  A  Short  Treatise  on  the  Requisites  for  Confirmation ;  with  an 
Introductory  Dissertation  on  the  Sacratnent.  By  William  Langfurd. 
1799. 

"^  Sir  Robert  Adair,  the  diplomatist  and  last  survivor  of  Fox's  friends, 
whu  died  in  1855. 

*  The  First  Consul's  letter  to  the  King  (December  25,  1799). 
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for  so  abruptly  refusing  to  treat.  How  could  they 
answer  to  the  people  for  this  peremptory,  unexplained 
rejection  of  all  negotiation  ?  On  the  other  hand,  they 
have,  I  suppose,  entered  into  strict  connections,  cer- 
tainly with  Russia,  and  perhaps  with  Austria,  by 
whose  means  they  certainly  expect  to  restore  the 
monarchy.  These  connections  depend  but  on  a 
hazard ;  any  suspicion  of  their  sincerity  would  break 
them  off  immediately.  If  they  had  once  negotiated, 
the  coalition  would  most  probably  have  been  dissolved. 
Everyone  would  have  thought  of  shifting  for  himself. 
This  I  should  guess  to  be  the  danger,  the  fear  of  which 
has  forced  them  upon  the  desperate  measure  they  have 
taken — a  measure  which  appears  of  such  moment  that, 
if  I  did  not  know  that  one  always  exaggerates  the 
events  of  the  day,  I  should  think  it  must  either  lead 
them  to  the  scaffold,  or  make  them  the  perpetual,  ab- 
solute tjTants  of  this  country.  If  the  people  are  so 
blind  to  future,  and,  what  is  more  extraordinary^  so 
callous  to  present  misery  as  to  permit  our  rulers, 
notwithstanding  this  fair  and  generous  overture,  to  per- 
severe in  the  present  contest,  they  must  consider  them 
as  pledging  their  reputations  and  their  lives  upon  the 
success  of  it.  If  they  do  succeed,  they  will  be  lords 
of  the  earth,  and  we  must  wait  in  patience  for  the  slow 
progress  of  opinion,  knowledge,  and  truth.  If  they 
fail,  I  cannot  but  think  that  everything  will  turn  out 
according  to  our  wishes.  This  is  a  terrible  crisis.  I 
tremble  for  France,  even  though  her  whole  military  force 
is  at  the  disposal  of  Bonaparte.  As  to  Lord  Grenville's 
letter,  it  has  been  admirably  exposed  in  most  of  the 
opposition   prints,  particularly  in  the  Morning  Post} 

•  Lord  Grenville,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  answered 
the  letter  on  January  4.     The  Morning  Post  of  January  7  considered  his 
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Its  low  scurrility  and  its  weak  reasoning  are  too  obvi- 
ous to  escape  the  most  bungling  observer.  The  whole 
transaction  leaves  the  odium  of  the  war  entirely  upon 
us,  and  Bonaparte  laid  a  snare  for  us  with  the  utmost 
art,  which  we  could  not  possibly  escape.  We  have 
broken  through  the  meshes  in  the  most  awkward  and 
clumsy  manner.  If  anything  can  produce  any  sensa- 
tion on  this  panic-struck,  prejudiced  British  people,  this 
desperate  measure,  together  with  the  hardness  of  the 
season,  the  dearness  of  corn,  and  the  distress  of  trade, 
seem  calamities  severe  enough  to  excite  in  their  minds 
a  little  inquiry  into  the  causes  and  reasons  and  necessity 
for  them.  I  am  very  eager  to  hear  as  far  as  I  can 
somewhat  of  the  general  reception  of  the  determination 
of  Government.  The  Aristocrats  here  are  said  to  grum- 
ble, but  they  are  most  of  them  manufacturers,  and 
there  is  no  reliance  to  be  placed  upon  their  discontent. 
If  they  should  become  really  alarmed  and  displeased 
the  system  goes  to  pieces  that  moment ;  but  they  will 
bear  more  taxes  yet.  Ministers,  by  your  account,  boast 
of  what  must  appear  to  every  man  whp  feels  any  m- 
jmrtial  sense  of  honour  the  meanest  and  basest  of  arti- 
fices— ^I  mean  the  smuggling  of  a  proclamation  to  the 
Rovalists  into  France,  under  form  of  an  answer  to  the 
Consul's  letter.  Tlie  transaction  upon  the  whole  is  such 
that,  if  it  is  not  followed  up  by  the  most  decisive 
success,  it  must  tell  very  heavily  against  the  authors  of 
it.  We  have  a  report  of  another  revolution  at  Naples, 
but  the  news  is  too  good  to  be  true.^     The  Democrats 

noto  *  disorderly  in  its  arrangement,  vague  and  indefinite  in  its  expres- 
sions, and  barbarous  in  its  style ;  worthy  of  Ministers,  but  not  worthy  of 
their  country,* 

'  It  was  not  true,  as  the  sanj^niinary  punishment  of  the  insurgents, 
which  Nelson  is  unjustly  su])po&ed  to  have  inaugurated,  was  still  in  full 
swing. 
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here,  who  at  first  were  angry  at  Bonaparte  and  the 
new  French  constitution,  consider  his  measures  now  as 
necessary  for  the  great  temporary  effort  which  France 
has  to  make.  We  are  sanguine  enough  to  expect  from 
it  the  downfall  of  the  House  of  Austria  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  free  government  in  Germany.  I  am  rather 
more  fearful.  I  wish  the  French  may  be  able  to  defend 
themselves  from  their  enemies  abroad  and  at  home. 

Mr.  Fox  might  certainly  come  forward  now  with 
great  propriety,  and  without  subjecting  himself  to  the 
charge  of  inconsistency,  because  he  would  stand  with 
more  strength  and  firmness  than  ever,  though  that  is 
almost   impossible,  upon  his  old  ground  of  advising 
negotiation.     But  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  though 
his  speaking  might  and  most  probably  would  have  a 
great  effect,  his  silence  would  have  a  greater.^     While 
there  is  an  Opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
people    think   that    their    rights    are    taken    care   of, 
and  go  to  sleep.     Wlien  there  is  none,  they  feel  them- 
selves more  in  the  hands  of  Ministry  (not  that  they 
really  are  more  so),  and  begin  to  watch  for  themselves. 
A  little  indignation  may  be  excited,  and,  perhaps,  a  few 
addresses   procured   by   their   speeches,   but  nothing 
radical  can  be  done.     The  King  will  maintain  at  all 
hazards  the  Ministry ;  they  themselves  are  too  old  in 
their  trade  to  be  frightened  by  petitions  or  mobs ;  Par- 
liament is  composed  of  their  bondsmen  ;  the  majority  of 
electors  throughout  the  country  are  either  bought  or 
fricfhtened.     This  I  take  not  to  be  an  exafrc^eration  of 
their  strength.     Wliat  is  to  move  this  weighty  fabric, 
built  upon  influence,  power,  and  interest,  defended  as  it 
is  by  an  immense  mihtary  force  ?     If  they  hold  together, 
and  resolve  to  stand  out  to  the  last,  it  is  impossible  to 

*  Fox  had  retired  from  Parliament  in  1797. 
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conceal  from  oneself  that  nothing  can  overthrow  them 
but  the  greatest  and  most  important  event,  such  as  the 
failure  of  the  funds,  or  the  rising  of  the  mass  of  the 
people.  So  much  for  the  present.  Millar  has  come  to 
ask  me  to  walk  with  him.     We  are  verv  well. 

The  siune    ^  RECEIVED  your  letter  and  the  pamphlet  both 
^3°        together   yesterday.      I   have   been    drudging 
undated,      through  the  latter  as  well  as  I  can  with  a  dic- 
tionary.    It  appears  evidently  to  be  written,  as  Ministers 
say,  by  an  instrument  of  Sieyes,  but  it  is  written  with  a 
force  of  argument  and  truth  which  an  instrument  of 
Pitt's  dares  not  meet,  and  cannot  refute.^     Indeed,  the 
(?ase  is  so  clear,  the  offers  of  France  are  so  plain  and 
decided,  and  our  rejection  so  mean  and  shuffling,  that 
no  evasion,  no  subterfuge  is  left  for  those  aristocrats 
who  have  hitherto  professed  that  their  only  aim  was  to 
repress  the  hostile  intentions  of  France.     Those  inten- 
tions are  publicly  disavowed.     If  they  pretend  to  sav 
that  they  are  not  really  renounced,  why  do  they  not 
infer  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  at  bottom  a  Jacobin, 
or  anything  else  ?     The  war  may  still  be  persisted  in  by 
Tx)rd  Fitzwilliam  and  Mr.  Windham  upon  their  prin- 
ciples, but  as  to  the  rest  they  have  not  a  single  argu- 
ment left  to  rest  upon.     Bonaparte's  second  letter  must 
perplex   them   exceedingly.      We    had    an    imperfect 
account  of  the  contents  in  the  Star  of  last  niuht.     It 
api)ears  to  be  written  with  remarkable  clearness  and 
acuteness.     The   mention  of  the   House   of   Stuart  is 
admirable,  because  it  is  just.^     The  whole  transaction 

'  Evidently  Bome  pamphlet  in  defence  of  the  First  Consurs  letter.  It 
was  apparently  mentioned  by  Ministers  in  the  debate  on  the  AddreRs,  but 
the  allusion  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  reports  of  their  speeches,  published 
in  the  Parliamentary  History, 

'  '  The  First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic  could  not  doubt  that  his 
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sets  the  abilities  of  Bonaparte  and  his  advisers  in  the 
highest  point  of  view.  Every  line  he  writes  carries 
with  it  an  air  of  gi-eatness  and  sincerity.  Every  line  we 
return  appears  written  only  to  mislead  and  to  deceive. 
As  to  Mr.  Fox,  I  think  the  way  in  which  he  would  act 
with  the  greatest  propriety  and  dignity  and  utihty  is 
very  clear.  If  the  present  events  cause  a  great  sensa- 
tion in  the  country,  his  constituents  will  surely  desire 
him  to  go  down  to  Parliament.  If  they  do  not  call 
upon  him,  it  must  be  concluded  that  they  do  not  want 
him.  If  I  were  he,  I  would  come  forward  with  the 
support  and  concurrence  of  the  country,  or  not  at  all. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  best  thing  he  could  do  would 
not  be  to  give  up  his  seat  at  this  moment.  Is  any  one 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  prepared  to  own 
that  he  has  been  in  the  wrong,  and  vote  with  him  ?  Are 
the  people  ready  decisively  to  declare  their  approbation 
of  his  conduct?  Temporising  measures  are  what  we 
have  more  particularly  to  dread.  Unless  there  is- a 
general  and  radical  cliange  of  opinion,  which  is  not  to 
be  expected,  it  is  vain  to  trust  to  the  cowardly  dis- 
satisfaction arising  from  defeat  and  temporary  hardship. 
A  naval  victory,  the  capture  of  a  few  useless  ships, 
would  at  this  moment  drive  the  whole  nation  mad,  and 
make  them  expect  to  be  masters  of  Paris  in  a  fortnight. 
Nothing  can  be  hoped  for  but  from  repeated  disappoint- 
ment and  the  severest  suffering;  and  what  selfish,  brutish 
motives  are  these  ?  We  have  certainly  been  for  a  long 
time,  for  freedom  of  thought  and  opinion,  for  public  spirit 
and  toleration,  the  first  nation  in  Europe.     We  have  now 

Britannic  Majesty  recognised  the  right  of  nations  to  choose  the  form  of 
their  government,  since  it  is  from  the  exercise  of  this  right  that  he  holds 
his  crown.'— Talleyrand's  Letter  to  Lord  Grenville  of  the  20th  Nivose 
(Januarj'  14). 
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certainly  lost  our  superiority,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  fear  that  we  shall  never  regain  it.  We  shall  shortly 
be  the  last.  We  are  fixed  in  bigotry  and  prejudice. 
We  think  there  is  no  liberty  but  our  liberty,  no  govern- 
ment but  our  government,  and  no  religion  but  our 
religion.  Some  time  ago,  perhaps,  we  were  right  in 
thinking  so,  but  we  have  reasons  enough  before  our 
eyes  at  present  to  induce  us  to  alter  our  opinion. 

You  have  had  Lewis  and  Kinnaird  both  at  Brocket. 
I  hear  nothing  but  praises  of  the  latter  here.  As  for 
the  former,  he  might  be  pleasant  enough  if  he  was  not 
always  upon  the  strain.  I  think,  now  that  the  heat  of 
anger  and  dissatisfaction  has  passed  away,  I  could  draw 
a  good  character  of  him.  I  hear  he  intends  proposing 
to  Emily  Stratford.  I  think  she  will  keep  him  in  toler- 
ably warm  water  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  She  will 
make  him  shed  more  tears  and  look  more  doleful  in 
assembly-rooms  than  ever  I  did.  It  would  not  be  a 
bad  speculation  for  her  to  marry  him,  for  she  may 
get  him  killed  off  in  a  duel  as  soon  as  she  pleases. 
Brunei  can  easily  ascertain  whether  my  letter  was 
opened  or  not,  as  it  was  closed  both  with  a  wafer  and 
with  sealing-wax.^  I  have  no  seal,  and  the  impression 
on  the  wax  was  some  marks  made  with  a  pen  or  a  pair 
of  scissors,  or  something  of  that  kind.  Probably  the 
address  and  the  seal  together  made  him  think  it  the 
handiwork  of  some  clerk  of  the  Post  Office.  If  so,  it  is 
only  imputable  to  me  ;  the  bad  folding  of  the  letter,  too, 
is  an  internal  evidence  of  my  hand.  Holliday  is  such  a 
goose  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  think  anything,  but 
Lord  C.  ought  not,  by  rights,  to  be  so  foolish.     Poor 

*  This  may,  perhaps,  be  Sir  Marc  Brunei.  But  it  is  not  easy  to  see 
how  the  two  could  have  become  acquainted,  unless  it  was  through  Lord 
Spencer,  to  whom  Brunei  had  submitted  an  invention. 
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Andover !  if  the  shot  were  to  hit  anybody  they  might 
certainly  have  been  better  directed.^  It  has  put  me  in 
mind  to  send  you  some  unfinished  stanzas,  which  are,  I 
think,  the  best  I  ever  wrote.  The  last  four  particularly 
are,  I  believe,  original,  or  rather  originally  turned. 
Many  of  the  lines  are  bad,  and  must  be  altered,  there- 
fore do  not  show  them  much,  nor  give  any  copies. 
Adair  ought  to  see  them  to  make  up  for  *  Barine.'  ^ 

The  Bamo  ^  BELIEVE  I  havc  uot  thanked  you  yet  for  *  No. 
^  '^  Feb-  84 :  a  Tale  of  the  Nineteenth  Century '  (by-the- 


same. 


"**^  ^  bye,  it  is  only  the  eighteenth,  but  no  matter  for 
that) ;  the  story  is  excellent,  and  wants  only  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Duke  and  Prince  W.  of  Gloucester,  who, 
I  am  afraid,  did  not  make  their  appearance  that  even- 
ing, as  I  see  no  mention  of  them  in  the  poem.^  Some 
of  the  stanzas  are  rather  rough  and  harsh,  but  the  story 
is  so  good  that  it  does  not  want  any  foreign  aid  or 
ornament.  As  to  my  own  verses,  you  do  not  seem  to 
give  me  any  credit  for  novelty  of  thought,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  manner  in  which  we  go  dancing  on 
through  life,  without  seeming  to  think  about  an  event 
which  may  happen  every  instant,  and  at  the  same  time 
entirely  unknowing  of  what  will  become  of  us  when  it 
does  happen,  is  a  very  curious  circumstance,  which, 
though  it  may  have  been  hinted  at,  has  never  been 
poetically  dilated  and  set  in  a  full  point  of  view  before. 
The  stanzas  which  Brand  ^  is  thinking  of  are  not  cut  out, 

'  Lord  Andover  was  killed  through  a  gun  accident  near  Holkhani, 
on  January  10.  The  Holliday  mentioned  may  possibly  be  the  author  of 
the  Life  of  Lord  Mansfield, 

^  Possibly  a  previous  production  of  William  Lamb's. 

'  Evidently  a  poem  in  some  magazine  or  keepsake. 

*  Mr.  Brand  was  afterwards  to  move  a  hostile  rcsohition,  on  the  for- 
mation of  Mr.  Perceval's  Cabmet,  which  was  seconded  by  William  Lamb. 
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but  not  yet  quite  fitted  in.  Tliey  are  to  follow  almost 
immediately  after  those  wliicli  you  have.  As  to  *  dis- 
turbed,' it  must  be  read  in  three  syllables,  dis-tur-bed. 
I  believe  this  usage  is  too  old  and  too  exploded  by  our 
more  modern  poets  to  be  borne  now,  but  I  have  rather 
a  partiality  for  it  myself,  as  the  contraction  of  it  into 
'disturb'd'  augments  the  number  of  those  great 
blemishes  of  our  language,  consonants  accumulated  at 
the  end  of  words.  I  question  whether  a  knowledge  of 
music  can  be  said  to  assist  poetry — that  is,  whether  a 
completely  correct  and  perfect  ear  for  the  latter  may 
not  be  acquired  without  any  of  the  former.  Lewis  is 
certainly  a  case  in  point ;  his  ear  is  extremely  exact, 
and  his  stanzas  (not  his  heroic  verses)  have  a  very 
peculiarly  beautiful  glow.  It  must  be  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  prose  writing  requires  as  correct  an  ear  at 
least  as  poetry,  for  it  is  certainly  more  various.  The 
reason  that  Lewis  has  not  tliis  in  the  same  perfection  is 
that  he  has  read  less  prose,  and  has  accustomed  himself 
less  to  consider  the  cadences  of  periods.  Tlie  same 
reason  may  be  given  for  the  mediocre  rhythm  of  his  ten- 
syllable  verses ;  it  is  all  habit  and  exercise. 

I  have  read  the  Letters,  and  am  not  very  indignant.^ 
The  calumny  is  too  unskilful,  atrocious  as  it  is,  to  move 
me  much.  When  they  say  that  Bonaparte  is  an  igno- 
rant man,  and  a  bad  general,  one  can  only  smile,  and 
ask  them  if  they  are  quite  easy  about  the  next  cam- 

Coniea  of  Original  Letters  from  the  Army  of  General  Bonaparte, 
These  letters  were  intercepted  by  the  Turkish  and  English  ships  of  war, 
and  published  in  two  parts  (1798  and  1799)  with  anonj-mous  prefaces.  It 
is  the  first  part,  containing  descriptions  of  the  plight  of  the  French  army 
in  Egj'pt,  to  which  William  Lamb  alludes.  Jaubert  was  killed  in  the  ex- 
plosion on  board  the  Orient  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile.  There  is  certainly 
nothing  in  his  letter,  printed  at  page  86  of  the  Letters,  to  account  for  his 
being  styled  in  a  footnote  '  a  villain  upon  principle  '  (not  *  the  execrable '). 
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paign.  It  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  restrain  wrath  when, 
without  assigning  any  reason,  they  stigmatise  in  the 
most  savage  manner  an  oflScer  who  died  gallantly  for 
his  country.  Will  you  just  ask,  if  you  can  safely,  for 
what  concealed  reason  they  call  General  Jaubert  '  the 
execrable '  ?  I  do  not  quite  understand  their  praise  of 
Kleber,  but  I  suppose,  since  his  late  success,  it  is  turned 
into  abuse.  The  violence  of  the  publication  rather  out- 
does itself,  for  there  are  very  few  persons  who  do  not 
think  the  Letters,  as  well  as  the  Preface,  compositions  of 
Canning's.  I  sometimes  almost  get  knocked  down  for 
pretending  to  affirm  that  I  do  not  think  Ministry  quite 
such  paltry  rogues  as  to  have  forged  them.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  determine  whether  the  Preface  is  Canning's,  or 
Giffi^rd's,  or  some  one  else's  of  the  same  set,  for  the  hke 
hitch  and  catch  of  monotonous  wit  runs  through  them 
all — poets,  secretaries,  parsons,  and  nobles,  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom,  from  Frere  to  Boringdon.^  Wlioever 
the  author  may  be  signifies  Uttle.  The  only  doubt  is 
whether  he  be  a  more  degraded  fool,  or  a  more  infamous 
calumniator.  I  daresay  Lord  Egremont  ^  is  right  enough 
about  the  disputatious  disposition  of  those  men  who 
have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  been  at  Millar's. 
But  this  I  take  to  be  the  case  throughout  the  whole 
university  as  much  as  at  Millar's,  and  at  Edinburgh 
still  more  than  here.  No  place  can  be  perfect; 
and  the  truth  is,  that  the  Scotch  universities  are  very 
much  calculated  to  make  a  man  vain,  important,  and 

*  Gifford  is,  of  course,  the  author  of  the  Baviad  and  MfBviad^  and 
editor  of  the  Anti-Jacobin  and  Quarterly  ;  Hookham  Frere,  one  of  the 
wittiest  of  the  contributors  to  the  Anti-Jacobin^  and  subsequently  Minister 
at  Madrid.  Lord  Boringdon,  a  college  friend  of  Canning's,  was  after- 
wards created  Earl  of  Morley,  and  died  in  1840. 

'  The  well-known  patron  of  art  who  is  mentioned  in  the  biographies 
of  all  the  great  painters.     He  died  at  Petworth  in  1837. 

c2 
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pedantic.  Tliis  is  naturally  the  case  where  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  reading.  You  cannot  have  both  the  ad- 
vantages of  study  and  of  the  world  together.  Tlie  way 
is  to  let  neither  of  them  get  too  fast  a  hold  of  you,  and 
this  is  done  by  nothing  so  well  as  by  frequent  changes 
of  place,  of  persons,  and  of  companions.  We  have  two 
fellows  in  the  house  with  us,  who  think  themselves, 
each  of  them,  as  wise  as  Plato  and  Aristotle  put  to- 
gether, and  ask,  with  a  supercilious  sort  of  doubt, 
whether  Pitt  is  really  a  good  orator,  or  Fox  has  much 
pohtical  knowledge.  This  will  all  wear  off  in  time ; 
though,  to  be  sure,  one  of  them  is  three-and-twenty 
and  has  been  in  France  since  the  Revolution,  so  that 
I  am  afraid  he  is  incorrigible,  which  is  a  pity,  as  he 
is  really  a  fellow  of  some  abihties.  The  other  is  an 
Irishman,  about  my  age,  who  knew  nothing  before  he 
came  here  last  year,  and  who,  therefore,  thinks  that 
nobody  knows  anything  any^\^here  else.  He  has  tried 
to  persuade  me  once  or  twice  that  Millar  is  the  only 
person  in  Great  Britain  who  is  engaged  in  philosophical 
speculation  ;  and  I  believe  he  sets  me  down  for  an 
obstinate  blockhead  because  I  do  not  believe  him. 
The  debates  in  the  House  of  Lords  did  not  make  a  ffreat 
show  in  the  newspaper,  and  Carlisle,  Eomney,  and  Car- 
narvon seemed  to  have  made  sneaking  half-and-half 
sort  of  speeches.  There  was  nothing  so  strong  in  print 
as  the  words  of  Lord  Carnarvon  which  you  have 
written  to  me.  I  am  very  sorry  that  they  have  come 
forward  at  all,  and  shall  be,  whatever  speech  Fox  may 
have  made  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Their  sentiments 
were  well  (*nough  known ;  nobody  could  doubt  but  that 
thev  Avould  come  forward  whenever  there  was  anv 
chance  of  success  ;  but  they  have  by  this  time  shown 
an    eaixerncss    to  take  advantaw  of  anv  circumstance 
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that  might  afford  them  a  hope ;  they  have  anticipated 
and  prevented  the  wishes  of  the  nation ;  they  have  done 
away  entirely  with  the  effect  of  their  secession,  and 
made  it  appear  not  the  effect  of  disapprobation,  but  of 
disappointment.  The  Duke's  speech,  as  given  in  the 
papers,  is  weak  and  querulous ;  Lord  Holland's  just 
nothing  at  all.  Unless  they  can  say  something  more 
plain  and  decisive  they  had  better  hold  their  tongues. 
A  miserable  division,  too — five  and  a  madman.^  They 
will,  of  course,  make  a  better  figure  in  the  House  of 
Commons ;  but  still  they  will  be  beat  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, and  that  sanctions  the  measures  of  Ministry. 
If  they  had  continued  quite  still,  the  effect  would  have 
been  amazing.  Altogether  I  am  in  terrible  fear  about 
politics.  The  coalition  is  formidable.  If  France  stands 
her  ground,  however,  all  will  do  yet.  I  have  written 
this  letter  at  two  or  three  different  times  during  yester- 
day and  the  day  before,  but  I  delayed  sending  it  till 
to-day,  because  Frederick  has  had  a  sore  throat  and 
fever,  which  is  epidemical  here  (very  slightly),  and  I 
would  not  mention  it  till  I  could  tell  you  that  he  was 
quite  well.  Cleghom  has  been  very  attentive  to  him, 
though  he  scarcely  at  any  time  had  any  need  of  him. 
Farewell ;  I  am  impatient  to  read  Fox's  speech,  but 
must  wait  till  Friday. 


The  same  ^  ^'^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  melaucholy  information  of  your 
FebraT"*^'  l^t^^^-  Little  or  nothing  can  be  said  upon 
^^*  such  a  subject  so  judiciously  and  properly  as 

*  The  debate  on  the  King's  message  respecting  overtures  of  peace  from 
the  Consular  Government,  January  22,  1800.  The  minority  was  com- 
posed of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  Lords  Ponsonl)y, 
lloUand,  King,  and  Camelford,  of  whom  the  last  was  apparently  *  the 
madman.*     See  the  letter  of  March  6. 
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not  to  appear  rather  like  ostentation  than  concern. 
Every  mind  under  such  circumstances  finds  its  own 
consolation,  one  in  religion,  another  in  philosophy,  and 
by  its  own  reflections  softens  and  mitigates  that  sorrow 
which  the  oflScious  attempts  of  others  only  irritate. 

As  to  Lewis's  business,  Ben  King  is  the  person  who 
told  me  it,  and  for  whom  I  am  afraid.^  The  affair  was 
put  into  his  uncle's  (a  lawyer's)  hands,  and  I  believe  it 
is  not  usual  for  these  things  to  be  told  until  the  de- 
claration is  made  public.  However,  if  Lewis  does  not 
know  whence  Kinnaird  got  the  story,  and  does  not 
think  it  worth  his  while  to  enquire — which  most  pro- 
bably he  does  not — we  are  safe.  I  understand  besides — 
but  this  must  be  ten  times  more  secret  if  possible — that 
he  is  most  likely  to  fail,  as  he  has  notliing  to  produce 
but  assertions  of  verbal  promises. 

*  Sappho '  is  still  a  subject  of  dispute,  though  the 
vehemence  of  it  has  a  good  deal  decreased.  Adair  has 
sent  me  a  long  discussion  of  Parr's  upon  the  subject, 
with  a  request  that  I  will  return  it  as  soon  as  I  have 
deciphered  it.'^  You  may  tell  him  that  I  believe  I  shiill 
keep  it  for  ever,  for  both  I  and  the  Greek  Professor 
have  been  labouring  at  it  for  this  week  past,  and  can 
scarcely  make  anything  out  of  it.  I  was  once  a  little 
staggered  in  my  opinion  about  the  ode,  but  I  have 
recovered  it  again,  and,  I  believe,  shall  hold  it  firmly. 
It  is  a  pity  we  have  not  the  whole  of  it,  and  likewise  of 
Catullus's  translation.  Tell  the  Duke  of  Bedford  that  I 
will  suspend  judgment  according  to  his  desires,  though 
the  time  for  deliberation  will  be  longer  than  I  believe 

*  A  brother  of  Lord  King  mentioned  later  on. 

^  Dr.  Parr,  the  well-known  scholar,  was  now  livinj?  at  Ilatton,  in  War- 
wickshire. The  badness  of  his  handwriting  was  proverbial  (*  Life  of  Dr. 
Kouth.'  iu  Deiui  Burgou's  Lives  of  Twelve  Good  Men), 
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even  his  prudence  ever  took.  By-the-bye,  how  comes 
Lord  Camelford  loose  again  and  voting  in  opposition  ? 
I  wish  you  would  send  me  Fox's  and  Grattan's  speeches, 
both  of  which  I  see  are  published.  What  does  Ber- 
trand  de  Moleville  say  in  his  pamphlet  ?  ^  How  strange 
and  enigmatical  are  politics  of  a  sudden  become ! 
Were  Ministers  deceived  about  the  intentions  of  Eussia  ? 
By  heavens,  if  there  was  a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the 
world,  this  is  one ! 

Farewell !  I  am  almost  ashamed  of  sending  so  short 
a  letter,  but  you  will  think  it  better  than  none.  Fre- 
derick is  very  well,  and  gone  at  this  moment  (seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening)  to  see  Herman  Boar,  the  juggler. 
Love  to  Emily.  I  have  not  forgot  her  letter,  but  will 
acknowledge  it  shortly.  I  have  returned  Martindale 
an  answer  in  the  negative.  I  will  have  nought  to  do 
with  any  club. 

The  same  ^  HAVE  two  loug  letters  of  yours  and  several 
TiiS^^r  shorter  ones,  which  I  have  not  answered.  I 
March  6.     ^j]j  ^j.y  ^^  wTite  to  you  uow,  though  I  do  not 

know  whether  I  shall  be  able.  I  am  a  most  capricious 
correspondent.  Sometimes  I  like  nothing  so  well  as 
scribbling,  and  sometimes  I  cannot  endure  to  hear  my 
pen  scratch  against  the  paper.  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
your  account  of  Kinnaird,  but  I  know  it  to  be  some- 
thing like  the  truth,  though  a  little  exaggerated.  Steadi- 
ness of  opinion  is  necessary,  but  steadiness  of  conduct 
for  a  fellow  who  has  plenty  of  money  does  not  signify 

'  The  Marquis  Bertrand  de  Moleville,  who  had  been  Minister  of 
Marine  and  afterwards  of  the  Police  under  Louis  XVI.,  fled  to  Erjjland, 
and  there  published  in  1800  some  Annals  of  tlie  French  Ecvolution, 
They  were  quoted  by  Fox  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a  correspondence 
arose. 
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much,  I  mean  by  conduct,  whether  he  studies  law  or 
physic,  whether  he  spends  his  time  at  Lincoln's  Inn  or 
in  a  German  university.  It  is  impossible,  I  think,  that 
you  can  expect  him  to  read  the  law  steadily  and  to 
any  great  extent.  You  see  that  Brunei,  who  has  a 
much  stronger  character,  does  not  do  it.  I  do  not  see 
any  good  in  his  going  abroad  with  Mr.  Grenville,  any 
more  than  I  do  in  his  having  a  troop  of  Yeomanry ;  it 
is  all  too  like  compromise  and  complaisance  and  his 
fatlier.  I  daresay  that  Young's  letter  was  a  very  ridi- 
culous one.  His  manner  is  odd,  but  he  is  a  most 
admirable  scholar,  and  I  daresay  an  able  man  in  other 
respects,  though  I  do  not  know,  for,  as  he  is  very  cau- 
tious and  guarded,  I  cannot  talk  politics  very  freely 
with  him.  I  almost  wonder  that  Fox  took  the  trouble 
to  answer  Bertrand  de  Moleville ;  calling  him  a  fool  is 
noticing  him  too  much.  Fox's  speech  is  certainly  one 
of  the  finest  compositions  I  ever  read ;  exactly  in  the 
tone  he  ought  to  hold — highly  contemptuous  to  the 
House,  and  at  the  same  time  perfectly  within  the  bounds 
of  propriety.  Tierney,  and  more  particularly  Sheridan, 
are  still  too  full  of  idle  jargon  about  Jacobin  principles. 
If  you  allow  and  admit  any  of  those  indefinite  expres- 
sions of  Ministers,  you  give  up  the  whole  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  facility  with  which  Pitt  has  raised  the  loan 
is  very  unfavourable ;  even  though  he  may  not  have 
got  it  upon  such  good  terms  as  he  says,  it  will  enable 
him  to  go  through  another  campaign,  and  another  very 
probably  after  that.  I  was  in  hopes  that  he  would  at 
least  double  the  tax  upon  income.  I  have  had  a  long 
letter  from  Ben  King,  written  to  prove  that  the  loan  is 
not  obtahied  so  well  as  is  supposed ;  but  I  cannot 
understand  his  statements  anv  better  than  Pitt's.  Does 
any  one   pay  any  regard  to  Lord  Stanhope?     If  his 
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promises  are  near  being  correct,  Gib  is  a  strong  one.^ 
What  has  made  Lord  Camelford,  who  was  so  eager  to 
assassinate  Barras,  wheel  about?  He  had  better  not 
attempt  to  go  to  France  now.  He  will  not  find  the 
King's  pardon  easy  to  be  obtained.  I  understand  that 
the  first  time  he  divided  in  the  minority,  it  was  so  little 
expected  that  the  Chancellor  sent  to  him  to  assure 
him  that  he  had  made  a  mistake.  He  is  a  noble  acces- 
sion to  the  Opposition  Lords,  and  I  think  he,  Stanhope, 
King,  and  Holland  may  challenge  Europe  to  produce 
equal  oddities.  We  are  very  eager  to  hear  news  from 
the  Continent.  We  expect  a  great  blow  early,  and  I 
think,  upon  the  whole,  do  not  much  fear  a  campaign 
similar  to  the  last.  Suwarrow's  victories  were  gained 
over  Eewbell  and  Lepaux.  Let  him  try  his  hand  with 
Camot  and  Bonaparte.  I  cannot  help  writing  freely. 
Brand's  apprehensions  are  nonsense ;  and  besides,  what 
if  they  were  true  ? — it  is  unnecessary  dissimulation  to 
pretend  to  wish  well  to  the  arms  of  Eussia  and  Austria. 
One  must  indeed  affect  to  look  a  little  grave  upon  the 
failure  of  an  expedition  to  Holland.  I  suppose  we  are 
certainly  to  send  another  next  autumn,  after  having 
talked  about  it  all  the  spring  and  summer.  Consider- 
ing the  great  advantages  which,  according  to  Dundas, 
we  derived  from  it,  it  would  certainly  be  unpardonable 
in  the  Ministry  not  to  repeat  so  beneficial  a  scheme. 
Almost  Bonaparte's  first  appearance  was  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  columns  that  marched  upon  Toulon.  By- 
the-bye,  are  there  no  more  of  the  Precis  come  out? 
G rattan's  speech  is,  I  think,  not  a  very  excellent  one. 
The  Union  is,  I  suppose,  by  this  time  carried,  through 

*  Lord  Stanhope,  on  February  20,  moved  for  an  address  to  enter  into 
negotiations  for  peace  with  France ;  but  the  published  versions  of  his 
speech  contain  no  mention  of  Gibraltar. 
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thick  and  thin.  Upon  my  soul,  the  impudence  and  au- 
dacity of  Ministers  would  in  a  better  cause  be  termed 
courage  and  perseverance.  I  will  answer  Emily's  letter 
soon.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  George.  I  do 
not  enquire  about  my  uncle.  I  expect  to  hear  from 
him  too  soon. 


I  HAVE  this  moment  received  your  note  and 

The  same 


to  the  HoUiday's  paper,  which  put  me  in  mind  that  I 
Thursday,  havc  uot  auswcrcd  the  long  letter  I  received 
from  you  the  day  before  yesterday.  I  was  in 
despair  upon  hearing  of  the  intention  of  the  French  to 
evacuate  Egypt.  I  was  in  hopes  that  they  would  have 
been  able  to  have  maintained  themselves  there  in  spite 
of  Canning's  wit  and  Sir  Sydney's  valour.^  But,  how- 
ever, all  cannot,  or  at  least  does  not,  turn  out  as  one 
wishes.  Are  the  remarks  upon  the  Preface  to  the  inter- 
cepted correspondence  certainly  Tierney's  ?  I  suppose 
you  know  by  this  time.  I  tliink  they  are  in  what  I 
should  guess  to  be  his  style.  They  are  well  enough, 
and,  as  you  say,  made  in  a  very  proper  and  judicious 
spirit,  but  they  are  very  plain  and  obvious,  and  such  as 
every  man  of  common  sense  must  make  in  his  own 
mind.  They  add  nothing  to  what  one  had  thought  be- 
fore. Moore's  book  is  but  just  worth  reading.  He  writes 
worse  and  worse  every  pubUcation,  but  still  he  writes 
better  than  the  majority  of  novelists.^  Keep  the  French 
novels  till  I  come  to  town.  I  think  Mercier  is  worth 
your  looking  at.^     I  lose  about  as  much  of  the  spirit  of 

*  It  is,  perhapB,  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  allusion  is  to  Sir 
Sydney  Smith's  defence  of  Acre. 

*  This  novelist,  Kobert  Moore,  M.D.,  is  now  almost  forfjotten.  His 
most  successful  novel,  Zeluco^  was  published  in  ITbii ;  the  book  in  (juestion, 
Mordaunt,  which  had  just  np})eared,  was  by  no  means  so  popular. 

'  Louis  Sebastien  Mcrciur,  rVencli  man  of  letters,  bom  in  1740,  died 
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a  play  in  French  as  I  do  of  a  German  one  in  an  English 
translation — at  least,  I  suppose  so — and,  judging  in  this 
manner,  I  think  him  infinitely  superior  to  Kotzebue.  He 
is  sometimes  ludicrous  and  overstrained,  but  he  is  never 
so  extravagant,  and  he  is  full  as  much  master  of  nature 
and  feehng.  I  speak  only  of  two  plays,  which  are  all 
that  I  have  read ;  these  are  *  Le  Juge '  and  '  Jean  Hen- 
nuyer.'  I  shall  read  another  or  two  whenever  I  have 
time. 

I  believe  I  have  now  finished  all  the  literature  I  had 
to  mention,  and  shall  proceed  to  the  observations  upon 
men,  manners,  &c.  Nothing  is  so  essential  as  clear 
arrangement.  Kinnaird's  want  of  tact,  as  you  call  it, 
or  of  propriety,  as  I  think  it  may  be  termed,  is  a  dis- 
ease which  I  begin  to  consider  as  incurable.  It  must, 
therefore,  be  borne  with.  His  consequence,  which  he 
always  had,  but  which  he  greatly  increased  in  Scotland, 
and  his  pompous  profession  of  purity  of  morals,  if  they 
do  not  get  better  soon,  must,  I  am  afraid,  be  also  con- 
sidered as  incurable.  Everybody  has  foibles,  from 
which,  as  Pitt  says  of  Jacobinism,  no  quarantine  can 
purify  him,  and  these  are  his.  No  resource  remains 
but  to  make  up  your  mind  to  put  up  with  them,  or  to 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  possessor  of  them. 
As  to  Lewis's  way  of  laughing  people  out  of  them — 
which,  by  the  way,  you  are  sometimes  a  little  inclined 
to  adopt — it  only  confirms  them,  and  makes  the  person 
ridiculed  hate  you  into  the  bargain.  Lord  Egremont 
is  very  good,  and  not  the  less  so  because  he  is  in  some 
measure  right.     You  did  not  tell  him,  I  suppose,  that  I 

in  1814.  His  plays,  which  were  genuine  attempts  to  break  through  the 
classical  traditions  of  the  French  stage,  were  published  in  four  volumes 
(1778-1784).  He  also  wrote  a  Tableau  de  Paris,  a  iirohx  and  moroHsing 
description  of  the  French  capital,  in  twelve  volumes. 
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say  so.  I  have  found  out  the  persons  whom  he  ha? 
known  who  have  been  here.  They  are  httle  Bjngsman — 
whom,  I  beheve,  you  do  not  know — a  Scotch,  chattering, 
riotous  fellow  with  very  considerable  acuteness  and 
ability,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  son  of  Sir  George  Thomas, 
a  dull,  heavy,  drawhng  fellow.  At  least,  so  he  was 
when  he  was  here,  and  so  he  was  thought  all  the 
time  he  was  here,  but  I  suppose  Egremont  found 
him  fluent  enough  at  his  return.  I  wish  you  would 
get  acquainted  with  Lord  King  and  Parnell,  that  you 
may  let  me  know  how  they  are  going  on.^  I  am 
afraid  they  are  half  mad,  and  only  eager  to  overthrow 
the  Church  and  put  up  the  Dissenters.  This  last  sen- 
tence brings  me  very  naturally  to  the  sermon,  which 
so  exactly  hits  Lewis's  taste  both  in  argument  and 
eloquence.  I  confess  it  meets  mine  in  neither.^  The 
first  is  founded  upon  false  statements  of  former  facts, 
upon  random  assertion  of  the  present,  and  upon  idle 
prophecies  for  the  future.  The  latter  is  certainly  vigor- 
ous in  some  places,  but  it  is  not  excellent  enough  to  be 
entitled  to  any  consideration  at  a  period  when  almost 
everybody  can  write  with  sufficient  spirit  and  accuracy. 
Composition  has  become  a  mechanical  art,  which  almost 
every  person  can  obtain.  It  is  difficult  to  find  something 
good  and  just  and  new  to  say,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
difficult  to  find  words  in  which  to  say  it.  What  I  par- 
ticularly reprobate  in  this  sermon,  and  what  will  be 

^  Peter,  seventh  Lord  King,  had  just  made  his  maiden  speech.  IIo 
was  the  author  of  the  Life  of  John  Locke^  and  died  in  1833.  Sir  Henry 
Parnell,  afterwards  Lord  Congleton,  was  subsequently  to  distinguish  him- 
self as  a  writer  on  the  currency,  and  as  Paymaster-General  in  Lord 
Melbourne's  second  Ministry.  Both  he  and  Lord  King  were  in  residence 
at  Trinity  about  the  same  time  as  William  Lamb. 

^  This  was  a  sermon  preaclied  by  Kobert  Hall,  the  great  Baptist 
divine,  on  *  Modem  Infidelity  with  rcBpcct  to  its  iullucnco  on  Society  ' 
(1800).     It  has  been  constantly  rcpubllKhcd. 


YOUTH  29 

found  in  all  writings  of  this  nature,  is  the  indiscriminate 
abuse  of  all  who  have  thought  against  them.  They  take 
the  faults  and  crinies  of  any  one  man,  and  apply  them 
liberally  to  the  whole  sect.  Because  Bolingbroke  was 
a  debauched  man,  they  say  all  atheists  are  debauched; 
because  Eousseau  was  a  madman,  they  say  all  atheists 
are  mad ;  because  Mirabeau  was  a  rogue,  they  say  all 
atheists  are  rogues.  This  is  a  way  of  argument  entirely 
nonsensical,  and  completely  refuted  by  facts,  yet  you 
will  find  it  insisted  upon  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
sermon.  Look  to  page  35 — *When  we  consider  the 
character  of  the  atheistical  sect';  and  to  page  65 — 
*  Tlie  features  which  compose  the  characters  of  apos- 
tates,' &c.  Another  point  which  all  priests  of  the 
present  day,  and,  indeed,  of  every  other  day,  insist 
upon  with  equal  presumption  and  absurdity  is  the 
ignorance  of  their  opponents.  Vide  the  Preface  to  the 
Sermon,  page  iv. — '  The  most  luminous  statements  of 
the  evidences  of  Christianity,'  &c.  However,  read  it 
through.  I  do  not  think  you  can  find  one  argument  of 
the  absurdity  of  which  I  cannot,  I  will  not  say  convince 
you,  for  that  is  a  bold  word,  but  of  the  validity  of 
wliich  I  cannot  make  you  doubt.  I  do  not  like  the 
Dissenters,  and  this  Hall  is  one.  They  are  more  zealous, 
and  consequently  more  intolerant,  than  the  Established 
Church.  Their  only  object  is  power.  If  we  are  to 
have  a  prevailing  religion,  let  us  have  one  that  is  cool 
and  indifferent,  and  such  a  one  as  we  have  got.  Not 
that  I  am  so  foolish  as  to  dread  any  fires  and  faggots  and 
wheels  and  axes,  but  there  are  other  modes  of  persecu- 
tion. Toleration  is  the  only  good  and  just  principle,  and 
toleration  for  every  opinion  that  can  possibly  be  formed. 
Adieu  !  This  is  a  letter  of  criticism  and  observation. 
I  will  write  again  soon  about  Willie  and  all  that. 
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The  flame  ^E  have  to-dajT  drawn  a  draft  upon  Messrs. 
B^e^  Snow  &  Co.,  payable  twenty  days  after  date, 
April  4.  f^j.  20/.  As  we  had  only  about  five  days  vaca- 
tion, and  had  omitted  to  write  to  you  about  it  before, 
we  could  not  wait  for  a  letter  from  you.  We  are  just 
returned  from  Lanark,  where  we  went  to  see  the  Falls 
of  Clyde,  which  are  very  grand  and  very  beautiful,  but 
rather  more  the  latter,  and  we  set  off  to-morrow  for 
Loch  Lomond.  I  do  not  think  that  the  glassy  bosom 
of  the  Leven  Water  and  the  craggy  summit  of  Ben 
Lomond  are  objects  fitted  to  produce  the  tender  and 
the  amorous.  However,  I  will  try,  and  if  my  thoughts 
produce  anything  I  will  communicate.  By-the-bye, 
Frederick  has  the  impudence  to  say  that  he  does  not 
know  now  but  what  Kobinson's  Epic  Poem  may  end  in 
a  Hymeneal  Song.^  Farewell!  I  am  afraid  a  letter 
will  arrive  from  you  to-morrow,  which  we  shall  not 
get  till  Monday.  We  are  in  terrible  dumps  about 
l^gypt  and  Malta.  Nothing  but  a  good  blow  on  the 
Continent  can  revive  us. 

After  hifl  departure  from  Glasgow  William  Lamb  proceeded 
to  read  for  the  Bar.  He  seems  to  have  applied  himself  to  his 
studies  with  some  assiduity,  and  monuments  of  his  industry 
remain  in  the  shape  of  a  note-book  on  law  lectures,  with  the 
inscription  'Assumpsit,'  and  another  full  of  legal  definitions 
arranged  alphabetically.  At  the  same  time  it  is  probable  that 
the  society  of  Melbourne  House  and  Carlton  House  occupied 
the  greater  part  of  his  time,  and  he  had  by  no  means  altogether 
relinquished  poetry.  We  find  him,  for  instance,  writing  an 
epilogue   on   '  The   Advantages    of    Peace '   for   Miss   Berry's 

^  This  may  not  impossibly  be  the  statesman  who,  as  Viscount  G ode- 
rich,  was  Prime  Minister  after  Canning's  death  (1827-28),  and  Colonial 
Secretary  and  Lord  Privy  Seal  under  Sir  Robert  Peel.  "^  But  he  was  not 
married  until  several  years  afterwards.  He  obtained  the  Bro^*ne  medal 
at  Cambridge  in  1801  for  a  Latin  ode  on  '  The  Capture  of  Malta,'  which 
may  be  the  epic  in  question. 
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*  Fashionable  Friends '  when  it  was  played  at  Drury  Lane  in 
May  1802.*  The  poem  is  hardly  above  mediocrity,  and  the 
piece  itself  was  withdrawn  after  the  third  night. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  called  to  the  Bar  in  Michaelmas  Term  1804, 
and  went  the  Northern  Circuit.  At  the  Lancashire  Sessions 
he  received  a  complimentary  brief  through  the  influence  of 
Scarlett,  afterwards  Lord  Abinger.  He  used  to  say  that  the 
first  sight  of  his  name  on  the  back  gave  him  the  highest 
feeling  of  satisfaction  he  ever  experienced,  very  far  transcend- 
ing his  enjoyment  on  being  appointed  Prime  Minister.  But 
while  he  was  preparing  for  his  profession — and  his  work  at  the 
Home  Office  proves  that  he  would  have  made  an  excellent 
lawyer — his  elder  brother,  Penistoh,  died,  and  the  course  of  his 
life  was  changed.  In  the  following  year  he  was  returned  for 
Leominster,  and  on  June  3  he  married  Lady  Caroline  Ponsonby, 
only  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Bessborough.  Lord  Minto  dined 
at  Roehampton  with  Lord  Bessborough  on  August  23,  and 
records  that  *  We  had  two  of  the  Mr.  Lambs  there,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  having  been  the  second  brother,  was  intended  for  the 
law ;  he  seemed  to  be  a  remarkably  pleasant,  clever,  and  well- 
informed  young  man ;  he  is  now  the  eldest  son.  The  other, 
George,  seems  merely  a  good-natured  lad.' 

'  Miss  Berry's  Journal,  ii.  196. 
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CHAPTER  II 

FIRST   YEARS   IN   PARLIAMENT 
1805-1812 

William  Lamb  had  not  been  long  in  Parliament  before  the 
death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  on  January  23,  1806,  placed  his  friends  in 
power.  The  Opposition,  under  the  leadership  of  Lord  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Fox,  and  reinforced  by  the  friends  of  Lord  Sidmouth, 
assumed  office,  and  that  shortliv^ed  administration  was  formed 
which  is  known  as  that  of  *  All  the  Talents.'  But  the  breakdown 
of  the  negotiations  for  peace  with  France,  followed  by  the  death  of 
Fox — on  whose  bust  Lamb  wrote  some  lines  full  of  feeling — 
radically  altered  their  position.  Parliament  met  again  on 
December  19,  and  Mr.  Lamb  made  his  maiden  speech  as  mover 
of  the  Address  in  reply  to  the  King's  Speech.  In  the  following 
March,  on  the  day  before  the  King  dismissed  the  Ministry  be- 
cause of  their  refusal  to  pledge  themselves  never  to  reopen  the 
Catholic  question,  he  began  to  write  a  diary,  which  he  kept  up 
with  more  or  less  of  regularity  during  the  two  following  years : — 

Wednesday^  March  18,  1807. — The  third  reading  of 
the  Sohcitor-General's  (Sir  S.  Eomilly's)  Bill  for  making 
the  freehold  estates  of  persons  dying  insolvent  assets  for 
the  payment  of  their  simple  contract  debts.  The  landed 
interest  were  much  alarmed,  and  all  the  old  topics  of 
the  danger  of  innovation,  the  value  of  country  gentle- 
men, the  sanctity  of  family  settlements,  the  antiquity  of 
the  present  law,  were  very  strongly  insisted  upon.  The 
Master  of  the  EoUs  (Sir  W.  Grant)  opposed  the  Bill  in 
a  very  long  speech  peculiarly  calculated  to  raise  doubt 
and  apprehension,  and,  like  all  his  speeches  that  I  have 
ever  heard,  distuiguished  by  the  greatest  appearance  of 
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clearness  and  perspicuity.  His  statements  are  plain, 
his  deductions  fine,  but  at  tlie  same  time  with  a  show 
of  soundness.  While  he  is  speaking  you  think  that  he 
is  completely  laying  open  the  depths  of  the  subject ;  but 
when  he  has  finished,  and  the  mind  comes  to  consider 
what  he  has  said,  it  finds  that  none  of  his  inferences  can 
be  brought  to  bear  fairly  and  satisfactorily  upon  the 
point,  and  that  all  his  powers  of  reasoning  have  only 
served  more  efiectually  to  perplex  and  embarrass  the 
question.  The  Solicitor-General  made,  in  my  opinion, 
a  most  clear  and  satisfactory  reply,  as  it  certainly  was 
not  difficult  for  him  to  do.  I  entered  the  House  with 
the  fullest  intention  of  speaking,  and,  as  I  thought, 
having  sufficiently  considered  the  subject.  Many  ex- 
cellent opportunities  offered  themselves,  but  my  resolu- 
tion always  failed  me,  which  I  have  bitterly  regretted 
ever  since.  The  Bill  was  rejected — sixty-nine  to  forty- 
seven — the  majority  having  in  it  many  landed  proprie- 
tors, either  in  possession  or  expectancy ;  a  most  dis- 
graceful division,  and  one  which  really  hurt  and  morti- 
fied me  deeply,  as  I  could  see  no  plausible  argument  ab 
inconvenienti^  of  which  nature  all  the  arguments  urged 
against  the  Bill  were,  and  if  there  had  been  strong 
arguments  of  that  nature  urged,  I  never  can  think  that 
they  ought  to  prevail  against  the  glaring  inj  ustice  of  the 
law  as  it  at  present  stands. 

Previous  to  this  debate  Lord  Howick^  stated  that 
he  should  not  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
enabling  his  Majesty  to  grant  commissions  in  the  army 
to  dissenters  from  the  Established  Church,  which  stood 
for  to-morrow;  the  consequence  of  which,  he  said, would 

'  Lord  Howick  is,  of  course,  the  Reform  Premier,  Earl  Grey.  On  the 
death  of  Fox  he  became  Foreign  Secretary  and  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

D 
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be  that  the  order  would  drop,  and  he  had  nothing  to 
say  at  present  respecting  the  intention  of  renewing  it. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  the  present  Administra- 
tion are  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  their  successors  can 
be  fixed  upon.  The  Duke  of  Portland  is  to  be  the  head 
of  the  new  Ministry.  .  .  . 

Saturday^  April  25. — Having  omitted  to  note  down 
daily  the  events  which  have  occurred  during  the  last 
month,  I  must  try  to  bring  them  up  to  the  present  day 
as  well  as  I  can  from  recollection,  although  in  this 
manner  the  great  use,  or  rather  the  particular  amusing 
character  of  a  journal,  which  arises  from  its  preserving 
the  more  minute  and  fugitive  occurrences,  and  the 
immediate  impressions  produced  upon  the  mind  by 
transactions  at  the  time  of  their  taking  place,  is  almost 
entirely  lost. 

Here  follows  a  long  and  very  clear  account  of  the  well- 
known  circumstances  attending  the  resignation  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville's  Ministry. 

I  must  here  remark  upon  the  facts  above  stated, 
which  are  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  correct,  that 
even  if  we  admit  that  up  to  the  period  of  the  despatches 
from  Ireland  containing  the  proceedings  with  the  Catho- 
lic deputies  at  Dublin  the  King  was  not  aware  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  Catholic  disabilities  were  intended 
to  be  removed — which  in  candour  must  be  admitted, 
since  Lord  Sidmouth  (as  he  says),  and  Lord  Howick 
himself,  certainly,  were  not  aware  of  it^ — even  if  we 
admit,  as  we  are  further  called  to  do,  that  after  Lord 
Howick's  despatch  of  March  2,  written  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  his  attention  to  it,  he  still,  in 
consequence  of  unusual  inadvertence,  misunderstood 
tlir*  nature  of  the  measure  ;  if  we  make  both  these  ad- 
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missions,  the  last  of  which  I  cannot  but  consider  is  a 
very  large  one,  if  we  recollect  how  alive  and  awake  his 
attention  according  to  all  accounts  is  to  everything 
connected  with  this  subject,  it  is  still  as  impossible  for 
me  to  believe  that  in  the  conversation  with  Lord  Howick 
on  March  4  he  did  clearly  express  his  decided  disappro- 
bation of  that  measure,  and  if  he  did  not,  it  is  more 
impossible  for  me  to  beheve  that  he  intended  to  do  so. 
That  he  expressed  a  general  disUke  and  disapprobation, 
Lord  Howick  says  himself;  but  that  he  expressed  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  he  afterwards  stated  himself  to  Lord 
Grenville  to  have  done — namely,  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  impress  on  Lord  Howick's  mind  that  he  had  with- 
drawn the  consent  which  he  had  only  given  under  a 
mistake,  and  that  he  never  could  be  induced  to  con- 
cur in  the  measure  as  it  stood — is  in  my  opinion  ren- 
dered highly  improbable,  not  only  by  the  readiness 
with  which  Lord  Howick  apprehends  the  meaning  of 
what  is  addressed  to  him,  but  more  particularly  by  the 
clearness  with  which  his  Majesty  is  known,  when  he 
chooses,  to  express  himself.  The  short  history  of  the 
matter  is,  that  he  was  determined  upon  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  get  rid  of  an  Administration  which  acted  upon 
principles  and  maxims  which  it  has  been  the  study  of 
his  reign  to  counteract  and  destroy.  He  had  not,  how- 
ever, at  the  time  of  his  conversation  with  Lord  Howick 
on  March  4  determined  upon  taking  the  step  of  dis- 
missing them ;  by  Wednesday,  March  11,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  take  that  step,  and  on  that  day  he  declared 
to  Lord  Grenville  his  detennination  to  resist  the  Bill, 
expecting  that  Lord  Grenville  would  persevere,  and 
upon  that  ground  resign.  In  this  hope  he  was  disap- 
pointed by  the  Ministers  determining  to  give  up  the 
Bill ;  but  still  the  resolution  to  get  rid  of  them  was 

d2 
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formed,  and  the  opportunity  arising  from  the  reserva- 
tion with  which  they  properly  and  necessarily  accom- 
panied this  consent  to  abandon  the  Bill  was  eagerly 
seized  to  make  upon  them  a  demand  with  which  no 
man  of  any  party  whatsoever  has  yet  said  that,  con- 
sistently with  their  duty,  they  could  have  complied. 

On  Thursday,  April  9,  Mr.  Brand  moved  a  resolution 
in  the  House  of  Connnons  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be 
highly  criminal  in  any  Counsellors  of  his  Majesty  to 
fetter  their  own  discretionary  power  of  offering  advice 
to  the  Crown  by  any  stipulation  or  engagement  what- 
soever, and  I  seconded  the  motion.  .  .  .  The  debate, 
as  far  as  I  recollect,  went  on  very  well  until  Mr.  Grat- 
tan  led  the  House  away  from  the  subject  immediately 
brought  under  its  consideration  by  making  not  a  very 
good  speech  almost  entirely  upon  the  Catholic  question 
and  the  state  of  Ireland.  This  roused  Dr.  Duigenan,* 
who  immediately  uttered  one  of  his  dull,  heav}'  attempts 
at  a  philippic  against  the  Catholics.  Wliat  most  dis- 
tinguished the  debate  upon  tlie  w^hole  was  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Plunket,  the  late  Attorney-General  for  Ireland, 
which  was  at  once  clear,  powerful,  moderate  and  elo- 
quent, delivered  in  a  modest  and  impressive  manner, 
and  distinguished  by  some  forcible  appeals  arising  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  moment.  .  .  .  Perceval  replied 
to  Plunket,  but  very  faintly  and  not  with  half  the  spirit 
which  he  used  to  exhibit  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.^ 
Sir  S.  Romilly,  I  think,  followed  him,  and  soon  after 
Ijord  Howick,  wlio  seemed,  as  well  as  Perceval,  to  have 
lost  botli  spirit  and  force  by  the  change  in  his  situation, 
although    such  a  change    as  he   has   experienced  hits 

'  Dr.  Duigenan  was  champion  of  the  Oranpje  interest  in  the  House. 
'^  Mr.  Perceval  was  Cliiuicellor  of  the  Exche<|uer  and  Leader  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 
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generally  been  found  to  produce  a  different  effect.  Mr. 
Canning  made  a  speech  of  some  ability,  but  pettish, 
querulous,  and  little,  beyond  his  usual  pettishness,  que- 
rulousness,  and  littleness.  The  House  being  clamorous 
for  the  question  when  he  rose,  he  began  by  saying  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  hear  him;  he  held  all  the  unjusti- 
fiable language  the  use  of  which  was,  as  far  as  I  know, 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Pitt,  saying 
that,  though  there  might  be  a  majority  against  him,  he 
should  still  retain  his  situation,  and  thus  defying  and 
setting  at  nought  the  constitutional  power  of  the  House 
of  Commons  with  the  most  evident  arrogance,  entirely 
unsupported  by  any  dignity.  He  concluded  his  speecli, 
which  had  been  throughout  founded  upon  the  notion 
that  by  the  present  question  the  King  himself  was,  as  it 
were,  personally  put  upon  his  trial,  by  saying  that,  even 
if  his  Majesty  should  be  condemned  at  the  bar  of  that 
House,  it  was  still  some  consolation  that  from  that  sen- 
tence lay  an  appeal  to  the  people,  which  under  certain 
circumstances  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  make. 
The  indecency  of  this  threat  produced  a  loud  and  in- 
dignant clamour  in  the  House,  but  it  is  generally  tliought 
that  its  import  had  a  strong  effect  upon  the  division. 
Lord  Henry  Petty  ^  replied  to  Canning,  but  I  was  too 
much  fatigued  to  listen  to  him.  At  half-past  six  in  the 
morning  the  House  divided,  when  there  appeared  for 
the  original  motion  226,  for  reading  the  other  orders  of 
tlie  day,  which  had  been  moved  early  in  the  debate 
])y  Mr.  Osborne,  the  member  for  Bedfordshire,  258  ; 
Ministers  having  employed  their  time  so  well  during 

'  Lord  Henry  Petty  had  been  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the 
Talents  AdminiBtration.  It  is,  perhaps,  hardly  necessary  tj  say  that  \\& 
afterwards  became  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  and  a  most  important  mem- 
ber of  the  Grey,  Melbourne,  Russell,  Aberdeen,  and  first  PalmerRton 
Cabinets. 
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the  recess  as  to  have  obtained  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  which  whilst  in  opposition  they  could  hardly  muster 
sixty  or  seventy,  a  majority  of  32  with  so  large  an  atten- 
dance. So  little  was  this  event  expected  by  the  friends  of 
the  late  Ministers,  even  at  the  time  of  the  division,  that 
Lord  Howick  addressed  the  members  in  the  Lobby,  and 
stated  to  them  that  if  the  present  motion  was  carried, 
which  he  had  great  hopes  it  was,  he  should  think  it  was 
his  duty  to  move  an  address  to  the  King  for  the  removal 
of  the  present  Ministers.  Upon  this  occasion  Mr,  Bragge 
Bathurst,^  whose  speech  I  have  omitted  to  mention 
before,  declared  that  the  motion  was  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  censure  upon  the  King's  personal  conduct, 
and  broached  the  doctrine,  I  believe  unheard  of  before 
that  day,  that  not  only  the  King  of  this  country  may 
act  constitutionally  without  any  advisers,  but  that  there 
are  certain  occasions,  such  as  the  interval  between  the 
dismissal  of  one  set  of  Ministers  and  the  appointment  of 
another,  in  which  he  must  so  act.  If  this  be  admitted, 
it  leads  either  to  the  absurdity  that  in  a  free  govern- 
ment there  may  be  acts  of  the  executive  power  for 
which  no  one  is  responsible,  or  to  the  unconstitutional 
conclusion  that  the  King  himself  is  amenable.  With 
this  doctrine,  so  completely  subversive  of  the  verj'  foun- 
dations of  our  government,  Mr.  Bathurst  led  away  his 
band  of  the  adherents  of  Lord  Sidmouth,  whose  acces- 
sion to  office  at  the  formation  of  the  late  Administration 
had  been  the  circumstance  which  had  exposed  it  to  the 
greatest  share  of  the  obloquy  and  reproach  which  fell 
upon  it.  This  transaction  affords  another  illustration 
of  the  great  political  and  moral  truth,  that  those  by 
whose  friendship  and  alliance  you  are  dishonoured  and 

^  Lord  SiJmouth's  brother-in-law,  the  '  brother  Bragge  '  of  the  Anti' 
Jacobin, 
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degraded  are  sure  to  be  the  first  to  abandon  and  betray 
you. 

On  Friday  Mr.  Lyttelton  gave  notice  that  on  Wed- 
nesday, April  15,  he  should  make  a  motion  relative  to 
the  change  which  had  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's 
councils,  and  on  the  last-mentioned  day  he  accordingly 
moved  a  resolution  to  that  effect.  .  .  .  The  order  of 
the  day  was  moved  by  Mr.  Milnes,^  the  member  for 
Pontefract,  a  young  man  of  only  two-and-twenty  years, 
in  a  speech  of  great  fluency,  facility,  and  dexterity,  but 
more  remarkable  in  my  opinion,  who  disagree  with  him, 
for  a  manner  and  tone  so  perfectly  Parliamentary  as  to 
be  surprising  in  so  young  a  speaker  than  for  depth  or 
force  of  argument.  The  greatest  blemish  of  it  was 
that  it  wanted  that  which  is  the  nerve  and  soul  and 
marrow  of  a  speech — real  truth  and  integrity ;  and  one 
short  sentence,  in  which  he  said  he  was  at  heart  a 
warm  friend  to  Catholic  concession,  took  away  the 
whole  foundation  from  under  the  superstructure  which 
the  rest  of  his  speech  w^as  labouring  to  erect.  This 
effort,  however,  caused  a  great  sensation  both  in  the 
House  and  with  the  public,  and  the  greatest  hopes  are 
naturally  conceived  of  the  author  of  it.  Mr.  Ward  ^ 
spoke  next,  and  delivered  a  speech  which,  notwithstand- 
ing the  general  good  opinion  of  his  abilities,  I  believe 
few  expected  from  him.  It  struck  me  as  quite  the 
speech  of  a  debater — powerful,  animated,  and  full  of  the 
most  pointed  sarcasm  and  attack.  Towards  the  end  he 
adverted  with  proper  severity  to  the  measure  of  recall- 
ing Lord  Melville  to  the  Privy  Council ;  but  though  a 

*  The  father  of  the  late  Lord  Houghton,  generally  known  as  *  Orator  * 
Milnes. 

^  The  gifted  and  eccentric  Lord  Dudley,  a  personal  friend^  of  William 
Lamb*8. 
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similar  remark,  which  had  fallen  from  Sir  S.  Eomilly  in 
the  former  debate,  had  been  taken  up  with  considerable 
warmth  by  Sir  P.  Murray,  Lady  Melville's  brother-in- 
law,  no  notice  was  taken  by  any  one  person  upon  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  of  what  Ward  said  upon 
this  occasion,  although  it  was  much  more  pointed  and 
direct.  .  .  .  The  Master  of  the  EoUs  rose  about  half- 
past  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  He  waived  the  question 
whether  the  Khig  can  act  without  responsible  advisers 
or  not,  but  he  strongly  blamed  the  last  Administration 
for  making  public  what  had  passed  between  the  King 
and  themselves,  and  said  that  it  was  a  novelty  in  Parlia- 
mentary history  that  the  grounds  upon  which  a  monarch 
had  dismissed  a  Ministry  should  be  made  known  to  the 
House,  and  still  more  so  that  they  should  be  made  in  it 
a  subject  of  deb.ate  and  discussion.  He  surely  forgot 
that  in  case  Ministers  are  dismissed  on  account  of 
measures  which  they  advise  to  be  taken,  by  bringing 
forward  those  measures  in  Parliament  they  may  alwajs 
and  have  often  brought  into  discussion  the  actual 
grounds  upon  which  his  Majesty  was  advised  to  dismiss 
them.  If  hi  the  present  instance  they  IkuI  been  dis- 
missed for  persevering  with  the  Bill  in  question,  the 
agitation  of  that  IMW  would  necessarily  have  occa- 
sioned the  conduct  and  motives  of  his  Majesty  to  be 
discussed  in  Parliament.  But  when,  as  the  case  is, 
thev  are  dismissed  for  resistance  to  an  unconstitutional 
act  done  eitlier  by  the  King  of  his  own  mind  or  at  the 
suggestion  of  others,  it  is  impossible  to  bring  such  art 
under  the  view  or  tlie  consideration  of  Parliament  in 
the  regular  and  preferable  mode  of  agitating  a  pubhc 
question.  ('Black.  Com.'  i.  24o-24G.)  Tlie  case  is  of 
so  fundamental  a  nature  as  to  re(|uire  and  justify  the 
direct  interposition  of  the  House  of  Conunons  ;  but  such 
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is  the  excellence  of  the  constitution  in  its  theory,  that 
even  this  extreme  case  might  have  been  redressed  with- 
out such  direct  interposition,  without  in  the  slightest 
degree  infringing  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  .  .  . 
The  House  divided  about  six  o'clock  in  the  morning — 
244  for  the  orders  of  the  day,  198  against  them  and  for 
the  original  resolution. 

,  In  the  meantime,  on  Monday,  April  13,  the  Mar- 
quess of  Stafford  had  moved  in  the  House  of  Lords  a 
resolution  containing  the  import  of  both  of  those  which 
I  have  mentioned  as  having  been  moved  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  I  was  present  for  some  time,  but  it  was 
so  hot  that  I  could  not  stay.  It  was  a  very  able, 
strong,  and  animated  debate.  At  six  o'clock  the  House 
divided — 171  for  the  motion  of  adjournment,  90  against 
it  and  for  the  resolution.  Upon  this  occasion  Lord 
Selkirk — who  had  always  been  considered  one  of  the 
firmest  adherents  of  the  late  Administration,  and  bound 
to  them  by  the  fastest  of  all  ties,  inclination,  turn  of 
thought,  and  similarity  of  principle — as  if  determined 
to  justify  the  popular  reproaches  cast  out  against  his 
countr}%  went  over  at  once  to  the  new  Ministry,  in  con- 
sequence, as  it  is  said,  of  some  miserable  difference 
with  their  predecessors  about  the  interest  and  patronage 
of  a  Scotch  county. 

Sunday^  2Qth. — It  is  generally  known  this  morn- 
ing (and  was,  indeed,  known  last  night)  that  the 
present  Parliament,  which  met  for  the  first  time  on 
Monday,  December  16  last,  is  to  be  prorogued  to- 
morrow and  dissolved  the  next  day,  having  sat  little 
more  than  four  months.  The  dissolution  of  the  hist 
ParUament,  which  was  chosen  in  the  summer  of  1802, 
after  four  sessions,  because  the  Ministers  thouglit 
they  did  not  command  a  sufficient  majority  in  it,  was 
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reprobated  as  a  corrupt  and  unjustifiable  exercise  of  the 
prerogative  by  those  very  persons  who  have  advised 
the  present  measure  upon  exactly  similar  grounds, 
though  in  very  dissimilar  circumstances.  It  will,  how- 
ever, answer  their  purpose.  In  addition  to  all  the 
strength  which  the  Treasury  influence  obtains  equally 
for  every  Administration,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  cry 
of  *  No  Popery,'  *  Church  and  King,'  &c.,  will  carrj^  many 
of  the  popular  elections,  and  thus  they  will  gain  a  large 
majority  in  the  ensuing  Parliament. 

I  dined  at  Lord  Grenville's  with  Lord  Howick,  Coke 
of  Norfolk,  Sir  A.  Pigott,  Sir  S.  Eomilly,  Ward,  Lyttel- 
ton,  Nicholson  Calvert,  Sir  W.  Lemon,  Sir  George 
Cornwall,  Tierney,  Freemantle,  Trevanion,  and  some 
others.  A  large  computation  of  the  number  of  mem- 
bers who  will  vote  with  us  in  the  new  Parliament. 

Monday^  27th, — This  morning  was  employed  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance  in  preparing  a  report  of  the 
transactions  at  the  Pay  Office  which  have  come  out  in 
the  course  of  their  enquiries.^  .  .  .  But  the  labour  of 
the  morning  was  all  in  vain.  As  soon  as  tlie  Speaker 
began  to  count  the  House,  Mr.  Giles,  who  had  been 
appointed  Chairman  (Mr.  Bankes  having,  after  studiously 
deferring  the  making  of  this  report,  gone  into  the 
country  this  morning),  standing  at  the  Bar  with  the  re- 
port in  his  hand,  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Kod  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  summoned  that  House  to  attend  his 
Majesty  in  the  House  of  Peers,  where  the  Speech  was 
read  from  the  Throne,  and  the  session  concluded  by 
prorogation.  Witli  respect  to  the  Speech  it  is  enough 
to  say  of  it,  as  Lord  Howick  did  say,  that  the  whole 
transaction  liad  begun  in  the  most  foul  and  shameless 

*  A  now  forgotten  scandal  connected  with  aiiny  coatiacts. 
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calumnies,  and  had  ended  in  the  grossest  and  most  con- 
temptible hypocrisy. 

Tuesday^  2Sth, — No  news,  and  nothing  stirring  but 
preparations  for  elections  on  all  hands.  For  the  credit 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  country  the  cry  of  *  No  Popery ' 
seems  to  be  strong,  and  our  friends  weak  everywhere. 

Saturday,  May  2. — I  heard  from  Mr.  Adam  that  as 
Lord  Wilham  Eussell's  and  Lord  Henry  Petty's  elections, 
the  former  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  the  latter  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  were  insecure,^  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  could  not  promise  certainly  to  bring  me  into 
Parliament. 

Wednesday,  13th. — I  left  London  for  Brocket  Hall, 
having  settled  my  election  for  the  borough  of  Port- 
arlington  in  Ireland.  With  respect  to  the  general  result 
of  the  elections,  the  weight  of  power  and  property  in 
Opposition  is  so  great  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
friends  of  the  late  Administration  must  be  returned,  and 
perhaps  upon  this  occasion  they  feel  the  advantage 
arisin<?  from  there  beinof  a  certain  number  of  seats 
which  are  not  bestowed  exactly  according  to  popular 
opinion.  The  clamour  against  Popery  has  already  had 
the  effect  of  deciding  the  elections  in  many  boroughs, 
and  although  there  has  not  been  as  yet  any  manifesta- 
tion of  its  power  in  a  county,  yet  I  am  very  apprehen- 
sive that,  strengthened  as  it  is  by  other  circumstances  of 
unpopularity,  it  will  prevail  against  Lord  W.  Russell  in 
Surrey,  and  in  Middlesex  against  Mr.  Byng.  The  only 
gleam  of  public  favour  which  has  shone  upon  us  has 
been  at  Norwich,  where  Mr.  Fellowes  was  turned  out 
and  Mr.  W.  Smith  chosen  upon  the  express  ground  of 
the  former  having  voted  against  Mr.  Lyttelton's  motion. 

^  Petty    was,  however,    returnoil,    defeating  Lord  Altlioq)  and  Lord 
Pulmcrston. 
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Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst,  who  had  been  the  most  decided 
enemy  of  the  Bill  in  question,  and  the  most  steady 
maintainer  of  what  he  stated  to  be  the  rights  of  the 
prerogative,  and  certainly  the  most  effectual  supporter 
of  the  present  Administration,  was  received  by  the  mob 
at  Bristol  with  hissings,  hootings,  and  peltings,  and 
abused  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other  as  a  most 
determined  abettor  of  Popery,  if  not  himself  an  obstinate 
Papist.  It  is  impossible  not  to  laugh  at  this  bhndness, 
ignorance,  and  fury;  at  the  same  time  it  is  also  impossible 
not  to  be  struck  with  the  most  serious  alarm  upon  the 
subject. 

January  1,  1808. — On  the  first  Parliament  met,  in 
a  situation  of  affairs  growing  as  usual  more  and  more 
alanning,  after  a  recess  crowded  with  events,  some  of 
them  calamitous,  some  of  them  subjects  of  consolation, 
but  all  of  them  strongly  indicating  the  lost  condition  of 
the  Continent  and  a  crisis  most  alarming  to  this  coun- 
try. The  expedition  against  Denmark,  the  hostility  of 
Itussia,  the  departure  of  the  Kussian  and  Austrian 
Ministers,  after  a  fruitless  attempt  at  mediation  on  the 
part  of  the  latter,  the  Orders  hi  Council,  and  the  dis- 
putes with  America,  were  all  mentioned  in  a  more  or 
less  explicit  manner  in  his  Majesty's  Speech.  .  .  .  But 
what  more  particularly  engaged  the  attention  of  both 
Houses  was  the  unexpected  demand  upon  the  part  of 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  of  a  vote  of  approbation  of  tlie 
expedition  to  Copenhagen,  without  laying  any  of  the 
papers  relating  to  it  before  the  House,  and  this,  too, 
accompanied  with  the  acknowledgment  that  they  were 
not  in  possession  of  the  secret  articles  of  Tilsit,  that 
they  were  in  possession  of  information  of  the  nature 
and  substance  of  those  articles,  tliat  tliev  could  not  lav 
it  before  the  House  without  betraying  the  source  from 
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wliicli  it  was  derived,  and  consequently  exposing  the 
persons  concerned  to  the  vengeance  of  Bonaparte  and 
precluding  the  country  from  all  chance  of  future  infor- 
mation through  the  same  or  any  other  channel.  .  .  . 
Mr.  Ponsonby,  who  upon  this  occasion  began  his  career 
as  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  a  sensible  speech,  as  I 
thought  (I  believe  it  is  generally  considered  rather 
inadequate  to  the  situation  which  he  is  to  fiU),^  gave 
notice  that  he  should  take  an  opportunity  of  moving 
for  the  papers  respecting  the  expedition,  which  motion 
is  since  fixed  for  next  Monday  sennight.  To,  this  Can- 
ning replied  that  he  might  move  for  some  papers,  the 
granting  of  which  he  should  not  oppose,  but  that 
with  respect  to  the  secret  information  of  the  articles  of 
Tilsit,  in  his  judgment  he  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  would  never 
have  ocular  conviction  of  it.  I  think  this  a  circum- 
stance much  to  be  lamented,  as  it  confirms  Bonaparte 
in  his  assertion  that  no  such  secret  engagements  were 
signed,  and  must  confirm  ever}^  person  in  England  or 
on  the  Continent  who  was  before  wavering  in  a  con- 
demnation of  the  expedition  and  of  the  nation  which 
can  sanction  it.  A  short  debate  took  place  upon  the 
bringing  up  of  the  report  of  the  Address,  which  was 
made  remarkable  by  a  stronger  justification  of  the  ex- 
pedition by  Mr.  Yorke  than  any  which  had  been  made 
the  night  before  by  the  Ministers  themselves,  and  by  a 
beautiful  answer  to  Mr.  Yorke's  speech  by  Mr.  Whid- 
hani,  who  spoke  most  admirably  both  nights,  and  placed 
in  the  strongest  point  of  view  possible  the  immorality 
and  the  impolicy  of  the  measure. 

*  Even  this  qualified  praise  was  changed  for  the  worse  later  on. 
*  Remarkable  instances  in  my  time  of  the  want  of  yva>6i  a-tavrou.  Lord 
Chatham,  when  he  sought  after  the  command  of  the  expedition  to 
Walcheren  ;  Mr.  Ponsonby,  when  he  undertook  to  be  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons.' 
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Sunday^  24th. — I  went  to  St.  James's  Cliurcli  in  the 
evening  and  heard  Dr.  Andrews  preach.  Both  his 
m  inner  and  language  very  plain,  forcible,  and  impres- 
sive, his  doctrines  rather  strong  and  dogmatical.^ 

Monday^  2bth, — Mr.  Bankes  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  Bill,  which  was  lost  last  year  in  the  Lords,  to 
prevent  the  granting  of  offices  in  reversion.  He  was 
opposed  only  by  Mr.  W.  Dundas,  upon  the  ground  of 
its  violating  the  King's  prerogative.  Strange  the  aver- 
sion and  abhorrence  to  everything  in  the  shape  of  re- 
form entef  tained  by  everything  of  the  name  of  Dundas. 

Saturday^  30^A. — ^I  dined  at  the  King  of  Clubs,  and 
agreed  to  be  put  up  to  be  balloted  for.^ 

^  Here  is  a  somewhat  later  estimate  of  the  preaching  of  the  Estahlished 
Church  :  *  The  eloquence  of  our  pulpit  is  dull  and  uninteresting  either  to 
hear  or  to  read.  Deprived  as  it  is  of  the  high  and  warm  tone  of  enthusi- 
astic devotion  which  belongs  to  the  Catholics  and  to  the  Methodists,  it  is 
reduced  either  to  dry  reasoning  or  to  the  enforcement  of  moral  duties. 
The  former  for  evident  reasons  has  attractions  only  for  a  few,  and  the 
latter  topic  in  the  hands  of  our  teachers  is  without  force  or  point,  because 
their  discourses  are  without  truth.  They  are  not  great  representatives  of 
human  nature,  and,  therefore,  men  have  no  sympathy  with  them.  They 
are  compelled  always  to  diminish  merit  and  to  exaggerate  defect.  They 
are  always  employed  in  holding  up  before  our  eyes  a  standard  of 
excellence  which  everyone  feels  and  knows  to  be  ideal,  and  in  painting 
faults  in  colours  so  dark  and  dreadful  that  not  even  the  conscience  of  a 
sinner  can  admit  them  to  be  just  and  true.  They  are  like  imskilful  writers 
of  novels  who  draw  characters  entirely  virtuous  or  entirely  vicious.  The 
consequence  is  there  is  no  delusion,  because  there  is  no  semblance  of 
reality,  and  the  reader  is  entirely  indifferent  both  to  their  actions  and 
their  fate.' 

'^  The  King  of  Clubs  was  founded  in  1801  by  a  group  of  friends  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  at  Mackintosh's  house — Rogers,  John  Allen, 
Robert  Smith,  Scarlett,  and  *  Conversation '  Sharpe.  To  these  were  soon 
added  llomilly  and  Sydney  Smith,  and  afterwards  Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord 
Cowper,  Lord  Holland,  Brougham,  Porson,  Jeffrey,  Luttrell,  Horner, 
Hallam,  Ricardo,  and  several  others.  They  met  for  a  monthly  dinner  at 
the  *  Crown  and  Anchor  '  in  the  Strand,  at  which  the  talk  was  exclusively 
literary.  William  Lamb  was  probably  the  guest  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Lord  Cowper,  with  whom  he  had  been  dining  on  the  previous  night. 
Though  presumably  elected,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  been  a  very 
assiduous  member  of  the  club. 
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Sunday,  Slst — I  dined  at  Nugent's  with  Ward, 
Brougham,  Luttrell,  and  Sydney  Smith,  and  went  in  the 
evening  to  a  meeting  of  the  Opposition  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  at  Lord  Fitzwilliam's,  at  which  Mr. 
Ponsonby  stated  the  motion  which  he  is  to  make  on 
Wednesday  next  for  papers  respecting  the  expedition 
to  Copenhagen. 

Wednesday,  February  3. — Long  debate  upon  Pon- 
sonby's  motion  for  the  production  of  papers  relative 
to  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen.  Canning's  reply  very 
brilliant,  but,  as  usual,  false  and  inconclusive.  He 
completely  kept  out  of  sight  the  secret  articles  of  Tilsit, 
and  rested  the  case  entirely  upon  the  general  situation 
of  Europe  and  hostile  mind  of  Denmark.  To  prove  the 
latter  point  he  read  part  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garlicke, 
the  King's  Minister  at  Copenhagen,  to  Lord  Grey,  when 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  with  part  of  the 
answer,  and  also  a  letter  from  Lord  Hutchinson  written 
soon  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit.^  Great  part  of  his  speech 
was  also  employed  in  charging  upon  the  late  Ministers 
similar  principles  and  intentions  to  those  the  execution 
of  which  they  now  attack  in  the  cases  of  Turkey  and 
Portugal.  The  best  reply  to  this  was  made  in  a  short 
speech  by  Bragge  Bathurst.  The  debate  was  dull  and 
lasted  till  six  in  the  morning.  Upon  the  division  the 
numbers  were  253  against  the  motion  and  108  for  it. 

Wednesday,  llth,  and  Thursday,  ISth, — Debate  upon 
the  second  reading  for  carrjdng  into  effect  the  Orders 
in  Council.  Lord  H.  Petty  made  the  best  speech  I 
heard  him  deliver,  and  indeed  such  a  one  as  would 
liave  done  honour  to  anybody.  The  division — 94  to 
214 — worse  on  our  part  than  I  expected. 

^  Lord  Hutchinson,  afterwards  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  had  been  sent 
on  an  extraordinary  mission  to  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg. 
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Many  rumours  afloat  to-day.  In  the  first  place,  that 
the  Khvy  had  made  known  to  Cannin«f  that  he  much 
disapproved  of  his  conduct  in  reading  the  despatclies  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  This  report  was  much  con- 
firmed by  Caiming  s  manner  during  the  debate,  and  I 
am  sure  from  it  of  this,  that  there  is  something  in  agi- 
tation which  displeases  him.  In  the  second  place,  tliat 
tlie  King  has  expressed  his  wish  that  the  Danish  fleet 
might  be  kept  for  the  purpose  of  restitution ;  and  tliis 
report  I  also  think  rendered  probable  by  the  moderate 
tone  adopted  by  Ministers  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
These  reports  naturally  gave  rise  to  others  that  over- 
tures were  making  to  Lord  Sidmouth  to  come  mto  Ad- 
ministration.^    Time  wull  8how\ 

Friday,  Idth. — Canning  has  swallowed  the  pill,  wiiat- 
ever  it  was,  or  his  swallowing  it  has  not  been  insisted 
upon,  for  he  is  all  smiles  and  smoothness  to-<lay. 
Kumours,  however,  respecting  Lord  Sidmouth  still 
continue. 

Monday,  227id, — Last  night  died  Lord  Lake  of  an  in- 
flammation upon  his  lungs.*'*  He  was  esteemed  a  most 
galhvnt  officer.  He  had  but  lately  returned  from  Lidia, 
where  as  Commander-in-Chief  he  had  amassed  a  suffi- 
cient sum  both  to  relieve  himself  from  his  large  gaming 
debts  at  home  and  to  place  him  in  a  state  of  affluence 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  w^as  one  of  the  earliest 
friends  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  deeply  afl!ected 
at  his  death. 

We  now  find  him  intensely  interested  in  the  progress  of  tht» 
war  in  Spain,  collecting  information  from  all  quarters,  and 
describing  at  great  length  the  military  operations.  Among  his 
informants  is  his  relative,  Mr.  Hiiskisson.     It  will  be  obsi^rved 

'   Lord  Sidmouth  did  not  join  the  Administration  until  1812. 
*  The  conqueror  of  the  Miihrattas  at  Alligliur  and  Laswaree. 
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that  his  boyish  admiration  of  Napoleon  has  long  since  evapo- 
rated. 

November  30.- — I  this  morning  finished  an  imitation 
in  verse  of  a  short  chorus  out  of  the  *  Prometheus '  of 
-^chylus,  beginning  at  the  verse  619  of  that  play. 

December  6. — The  newspapers  of  yesterday  con- 
tained two  bulletins  from  the  French  army  in  Spain  : 
the  one  dated  from  Vittoiia  November  9,  and  pub- 
lished in  Paris  November  17,  the  other  from  Burgos 
the  12th,  and  published  in  Paris  the  19th  of  the  same 
month.  They  agree  exactly,  I  believe,  with  the  Spanish 
accounts  with  respect  to  the  days  of  battle  and  the 
advance  of  their  arms,  but  differ  widely  in  their  state- 
ments of  the  amount  of  force  opposed  to  them,  and  the 
number  both  of  their  own  and  of  their  antagonists' 
killed  and  wounded.  In  the  latter  of  these  papers  is 
the  following  passage :  '  The  army  of  the  insurgents 
exhibited  the  most  singular  contrast  (that  is,  to  their 
own).  In  the  pockets  of  the  oflScers  who  were  killed 
were  found  lists  of  companies  having  some  of  them  the 
name  of  the  "  Company  of  Brutus,"  and  some  of  them 
the  "  Company  of  the  People." '  It  is  said,  I  know  not 
how  truly  or  upon  what  authority,  that  during  the 
beginning  of  the  Eevolution  in  France,  when  it  was  the 
fashion  for  the  most  violent  democrats  to  assume  the 
names  of  ancient  patriots,  this  name  of  Brutus  was  the 
very  one  for  which,  in  order  to  mark  his  republican 
ardour,  Bonaparte  changed  Napoleon,  the  present  family 
name  of  half  the  monarchs  of  Europe.  At  any  rate, 
whether  this  be  true  or  not,  it  is  curious  enough  to  see 
in  a  French  public  paper  circumstances  held  up  to 
ridicule  which,  whether  they  be  facts  or  only  invented 
for  political  purposes  and  to  alarm  the  nobility  and 
property  of  Spain  with  terrors  of  Eevolution,  are  grave 
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and  sober  and  quiet  compared  to  the  mummeries  and 
extravagancies  of  the  same  Eevolution  which  but  a  few 
years  ago  were  universally  exliibited  in  all  the  principal 
cities  of  France.  .  .  .  The  rest  of  these  papers  consist 
of  nothing  but  ridicule  and  abuse  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  most  contemptuous  mention  of  the  English.  These 
are  the  arms  which,  in  addition  to  his  own  consummate 
generalship,  the  experienced  skill  of  his  commanders, 
and  the  veteran  valour  of  his  troops,  he  uses  with  great 
dexterity.  All  his  great  success  he  represents  as 
achieved  with  the  most  trifling  loss,  undervalues  and 
laughs  at  the  prowess  of  his  antagonists,  and  employs 
every  art  that  can  invigorate  the  hopes  of  his  adhe- 
rents and  strike  despondency  into  the  hearts  of  his 
enemies  .  .  • 

It  appears  by  the  published  despatches  that  Bona- 
parte has  Dutch  troops  with  him  in  Spain ;  the  con- 
tingents of  the  German  Princes  are  to  march  to  the 
coast  of  France,  and  a  levy  of  12,000  men  is  ordered 
in  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  When  one  contemplates  his 
resources,  when  one  thinks  of  how  many  rich  and 
populous  countries  he  wields  the  power  and  the 
strength,  it  is  impossible  not  to  tremble,  not  only  for 
the  fate  of  Spain,  but  for  the  final  issue  of  the  contest. 
*JBcr<rcTat  yjiiap^  &c} 

December  11. — No  further  news  from  Spain.  .  .  . 
If  the  great  contest  for  the  independence  of  Spain  is 
lost,  as  it  probably  will  be,  it  is  evident  that  the  failure 
must  be  in  a  great  measure  attributed  to  our  ill-judged 
and  ineffectual  aid.  Defeats  such  as  the  Spaniards 
have  received  were  to  be  expected.     After  the  former 

*  From  >the  Iliad,  iv.  164 :  *  For  the  day  shall  come  when  sacred 
Ilion  Rhiill  perish,  and  Priam,  and  the  people  of  Priam  with  the  good 
ashen  spear.' 
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exploits  of  Bonaparte,  no  reverse  could  be  so  sudden  or 
so  complete  as  to  excite  surprise  in  any  person  of  com- 
mon sense  and  coolness.  But  this  blow,  as  it  is,  has 
not  decided  the  struggle.  Still  less  would  it  have  done 
so  if,  instead  of  two  bodies  of  18,000  men  each,  cut  off 
from  one  another,  and  each  of  them  divided  into  parties 
scattered  at  great  distances,  we  could  now  oppose  to 
him  almost  upon  any  point  a  compact  army  of  35,000 
men,  whose  operations,  skilfully  conducted,  might  en- 
gage his  attention,  embarrass  his  advance,  and  give  the 
Spaniards  time  to  recover  from  the  stun  which  they 
have  received.^  I  do  not  think,  even  if  the  circum- 
stances were  in  this  state,  they  would  redound  to  the 
credit  of  this  country,  because  all  the  troops  that  were 
intended  to  have  been  embarked  before  this  news 
arrived  ought  to  have  been  upon  the  Continent  long  ago. 
An  army  of  50,000  effective  men  ought  to  have  been 
long  ago  assembled,  either  in  Galicia,  if  that  had  been 
thought  the  most  advantageous  point  to  act  from,  as  I 
think  it  would  have  been,  or  in  Portugal,  if  it  had  been 
intended  that  the  British  troops  should  act  as  an  army 
of  reserve,  either  to  sustain  the  attack  of  the  French 
army  and  cover  the  retreat  of  the  Spaniards  if  they 
were  beaten,  or  to  reinforce  them  and  follow  up  their 
success  if  they  were  victorious.  It  is  in  this  latter  way 
only  that  the  army  of  Sir  John  Moore  could  act,  for  no 
man  could  think  that  the  French  would  suffer  him  to 
join  the  Spaniards  before  they  attacked  them.  For  the 
first  duty  of  an  army  of  reserve — namely,  to  oppose  itself 
to  a  victorious  army — this  body  was  much  too  weak ; 

*  The  two  columns  commanded  by  Sir  David  Baird  and  Sir  Jthn 
Moore  respectively.  In  an  earlier  entry  William  Lamb  had  contrasted 
the  dilatory  nature  of  the  English  efforts  in  Spain  with  the  decisive  manner 
in  which  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen  was  executed. 

E  2 
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and  it  ought  to  have  been  considered  that  it  was  much 
more  probable  that  it  would  be  called  upon  for  the 
discharge  of  that  duty  tlian  for  any  other.  Our  con- 
duct must  cover  our  councils  with  disOTace  in  the  eves 
of  all  Europe.  Our  retreat,  abandoning  the  Spaniards 
to  their  fate,  must  dispirit  them  to  the  last  degree,  and 
give  strength,  currenc)'-,  and  an  air  of  truth  to  all  the 
invectives  of  the  French  against  us. 

With  respect  to  tlie  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  them- 
selves, they  certainly  behaved,  in  every  battle  of  which 
we  know  the  circumstances,  with  great  spirit  and  reso- 
lution ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  everj^body  that, 
with  the  determination  to  resist  which  has  been  given 
out  to  prevail  throughout  the  countr)%  and  with  the 
time  they  have  had  to  prepare,  they  have  not  been  able 
to  oppose  larger  amiies  to  those  of  the  enemy.  .  .  . 
If  this  arose  only  from  remissness  and  want  of  exertion, 
and  a  notion  that  after  the  first  success  the  whole  battle 
was  gained,  the  fault  may  perhaps  be  yet  in  a  measure 
repaired,  though  much  good  cannot  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected while  those  persons  who  could  be  deluded  by 
such  a  chimera  remain  at  the  head  of  affairs.     If  the 
insurrection  is  not  so  general  in  Spain  as  we  have  been 
taught  to  believe,  if  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  un- 
willing to  run  any  hazard  or  to  make  any  exertion  for 
independence,  the  case  is  certainly  worse.     Bonaparte 
had  then  in  the  first  instance  only  a  party  to  contend 
with,  and  his  successes  will  soon  procure  him  assistance 
and  adherents.     IJut  the  most  fatal  and  desperate,  and 
perhaps  not  the  least  likeh%  supposition  of  all  is,  that 
the  thinness  of  the  ranks  proceeds  from  the  choice  of 
the  leaders  and  the  nobilitv  tliemselves — from  their  fear 
of  the  couhequences  of  the  victory  of  their  country,  if 
that  victory  should  be  achieved  by  armies  composed  of 
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the  mass  of  the  people  and  led  by  officers  promoted  by 
their  own  desert. 

When  Chamfort  was  upbraided  with  the  crimes  that 
attended  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  in  France  he  is 
said  to  have  answered,  *  Eh  bien !  voulez-vous  une 
revolution  k  la  rose  ? '  Now  there  is  truth  and  meaning 
in  the  saying,  although  not  enough  tp  excuse  the  deeds 
to  which  it  was  applied,  and  of  that  truth  and  meaning 
Spain,  ever  since  the  Constitution  of  the  Central  Junta, 
seems  to  have  lost  sight.  They  seem  to  have  thought 
that  they  could  have  a  revolution  with  perfect  order 
and  tranquillity,  a  revolution  upon  the  plan  of  ours  in 
1688.  The  transactions  in  England  are  an  excellent 
model  for  similar  circumstances  ;  but  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  things  could  not  have  been  carried  on  as 
they  were  if  Ijouis  XIV.,  with  an  army  of  100,000  men, 
had  occupied  the  passes  into  the  country  and  the 
strongest  fortresses.  The  only  two  measures  of  internal 
regulation  which  I  have  as  yet  heard  of  as  being  adopted 
by  the  Central  Junta  are  the  restraining  the  liberty  of 
the  Press  and  the  pennitting  the  return  of  the  Jesuits. 
The  first,  where  all  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people  and 
all  the  means  of  exciting  it  are  peremptorily  required, 
cannot  be  good ;  and  for  the  second,  although  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Jesuits  from  Spain  might  originally  have 
been  unjust,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  the  advantage  of 
placing  it  in  the  very  front  of  a  change  which,  if  it  is 
to  do  anything  for  the  country  worthy  of  mention,  must 
totally  subvert  and  destroy  all  the  principles  and  modes 
of  policy  which  have  influenced  the  Court  of  Spain 
since  the  accession  of  Philip  II. 

Monday^  12th, — So  no  newspapers.  If  Bonaparte 
should  unfortunately  succeed  in  subjugating  Spain  and 
placing  his  brother  upon  the  throne  of  that  country. 
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what  will  be  the  effects  of  that  event  upon  the  present 
j^ituation  of  England,  considered  with  respect  to  her 
external  interests  and  the  great  contest  in  which  she  is 
engaged  for  her  existence  as  an  independent  nation  ? 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  in  everybody's  mouth  that  the 
Spanish  colonies  will  be  immediately  separated  from  the 
mother-country,  will  be  at  peace  with  and  will  carry  on 
a  free,  or  at  least  an  advantageous,  trade  with  England. 
Now  certainly  the  evident  interest  of  the  Spanish  and 
American  colonies,  their  extent,  opulence,  and  power, 
and  the  known  desire  of  many  in  them  for  emancipation, 
make  this,  I  will  admit,  the  most  probable  result.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  help  fearing  that  it  is  being 
much  too  sanguine  to  anticipate  it  as  certain.  Against 
the  causes  which  I  have  enumerated  above  there  must 
be  set  the  influence  of  the  French  party ;  the  dexterity 
of  the  emissaries  of  Bonaparte ;  the  natural  wish  which 
all  native  Spaniards  must  feel  to  preserve  the  empire 
entire  under  whatever  king  may  be  established  in 
Europe  ;  habits  of  long  nominal  obedience ;  the  great 
reluctance  with  which  all  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  serve  make  any  effort  to  cast  off  their  yoke,  unless 
that  yoke  is  rendered  intolerable  by  the  policy  of  their 
masters  ;  the  difficulty  which  there  will  be  in  settling  an 
independent  govennnent,  the  dissensions  and  parties  to 
which  that  question  will  give  rise,  and  the  adroit  advan- 
tage  which  will  be  taken  of  those  dissensions  by  the 
French  Government  at  Madrid, — all  these  considerations 
make  the  point  at  least  doubtful,  though  certainly  I 
incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  colonies  will  erect  them- 
selves into  a  separate  empire.  If  the  contrary  should 
unfortunately  happen,  England  will  be  left  hi  that  re- 
spect much  in  the  same  situation  as  that  in  which  she 
stcod  before  the  explosion  in  Spain.     Because,  though 
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it  will  no  doubt  be  the  prime  object  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  acting  under  the  control  of  France,  to 
exclude  from  the  American  colonies  all  goods  of  English 
manufacture,  yet  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  mother- 
country,  if  she  can  govern  at  all,  must  govern,  as  she 
long  has,  by  sufferance  as  it  were,  and  with  a  light 
hand,  and  she  may  be  able  to  work  upon  the  prejudices 
of  the  colonists — prejudices  no  doubt  inflamed  by  the 
ill-judged  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres — so  far  as  to 
induce  them  not  to  grant  any  further  privileges  to  our 
commerce  ;  yet  she  will  hardly  be  able  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  forego  the  advantage  of  any  indirect  existing 
trade  by  which  these  articles  are  imported  for  con- 
sumption. 

An  article  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  ^  written,  I  suppose,  by 
Brougham,'  is  the  text  for  the  following  speculations : — 

I  should  fear  that  the  unfortunate  issue  of  the  in- 
surrection, if  unfortunate  it  is  to  be,  will  do  more 
towards  entirely  extinguishing  in  the  mind  of  the  age 
the  faint  and  hardly  living  embers  of  the  love  of  free- 
dom, than  all  the  splendour  of  the  first  successes  of  the 
patriots  and  all  the  praises  of  their  virtue  and  valour 
will  towards  reviving  and  rekindling  them  into  a 
flame.  I  cannot  help  considering  it  as  a  proof  of  the 
weakness  of  the  general  wish  in  Europe  for  emancipa- 
tion that,  notwithstanding  the  encouragement  of  the 
example  of  Spain,  notwithstanding  the  length  of  her 
resistance  (for  long  it  must  be  called  in  comparison 
with  the  late  wars  which  the  nations  of  Europe  have 
waged  against  France),  notwithstanding  the  cheering 
and  glorious  aspect  of  her  cause,  no  one  corresponding 
movement  has  taken  place  in  any  one  of  the  numerous 
and  formerly   spirited  countries  which  are   now  bub- 
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jected  to  France,  no  one  attempt  has  been  made  to  take 
advantage  of  so  favourable  an  opportunity.  .  .  .  What 
a  spectacle  does  the  present  state  of  Europe  display  to 
the  eye  of  any  man  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  her 
previous  history!  Switzerland  and  Holland,  both  of 
which  cast  off  the  yoke  of  the  House  of  Austria ;  the 
Netherlands,  which  so  recently  asserted  their  rights 
against  the  same  family ;  Italy,  so  often  contended  for 
and  never  before  reduced — all  silent  and  tranquil  under 
the  new  domination  of  France.  What  is  the  cause  of 
this  phenomenon  ?  It  cannot  be  all  effected  by  terror 
and  force.  I  have  never  met  with  any  correct  infor- 
mation upon  the  conduct  of  the  governments  which 
Bonaparte  substitutes  in  the  place  of  those  he  subverts ; 
but,  as  they  could  hardly  be  administered  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  those  that  preceded  them  be  re- 
gretted, so  I  much  suspect  that  the  improvement  is  so 
great  as  to  be  very  sensibly  and  gratefully  felt.^  The 
Edinburgh  Review  says :  *  He  must  rule  Spain  with  a 
light  rod,  because  he  knows  that  there  is  no  other 
chance  of  rulin</  her  lon<^.'  But  does  he  rule  anvwhere 
with  a  hea^'y  sceptre  ?  He  gives  his  soldiers  plunder 
in  the  moment  of  victor)%  he  levies  contributions,  which 
fall  with  the  greatest  weight  upon  the  higher  orders; 
but  on  the  other  hand  he  represses  all  disorder,  he  ad- 
ministers prompt  and  satisfiictory  justice,  he  does  away 
with  the  enormous  and  galling  privileges  of  the  nobility 
and  clergy.  All  these  would  be  more  precious  and  more 
rare  boons  to  Spain  than  even  to  any  other  country 
which  he  has  yet  overrun.  .  .  .  The  Spaniards  are  a 
proud  and  high-spirited  people,  and  will  soon  learn  not 
only  to  endure  but  to  cherish    a  government   which 

*  This  was  cfrtainly  tnie  so  far  as  the  smaller  states  of  Germany  were 
coucerued,  and  it  is  a  most  acute  olscrvatiun. 
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protects  and  elevates  them,  and  to  bear  with  cheerful- 
ness burdens  which  they  see  are  employed  with  vigour 
and  skill  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  their  former 
triumphs  and  restoring  to  them  their  place  among 
the  nations. 

December  13. — The  Courier  of  yesterday  morning, 
which  is  said,  I  know  not  with  what  truth,  to  be  a 
good  deal  under  Canning's  direction,  has  an  able  article 
strongly  and  justly  censuring  the  late  military  mea- 
sures in  Spain.  Lord  Melville  is  expected  at  Wimble- 
don the  end  of  this  month.  These  are  slight  grounds 
to  form  even  a  conjecture  upon,  but  is  it  totally  im- 
probable that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  turn  Lords 
Castlereagh  and  Hawkesbury  out,  or  at  least  to  remove 
them  from  the  situations  they  now  hold,  and  to  take 
Lords  Melville  and  Wellesley  in  ?  The  country  thinks 
the  two  latter  more  able  than  the  two  former,  and  so 
strength  would  be  gained  by  the  changes.^  I  doubt 
whether  there  would  be  any  advantage  in  it.  I  dare 
say,  now -that  the  measures  have  failed,  they  will  detect 
very  acutely  and  reprobate  very  forcibly  the  errors 
which  have  been  committed;  but  I  believe,  if  they 
themselves  had  had  the  direction  of  affairs  from  the  be- 
ginning, they  would  have  been  managed  very  much  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been. 

William  Lamb  next  gives  a  long  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court  of  Enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Sir  Harry 
Burrard  and  Sir  A.  Wellesley,  and  the  difference  of  opinion 
which  resulted  in  the  unsatisfactory  Convention  of  Cintra. 

December  14. — It  may  be  said  that  these  are  evils 
to  which  ever}'  army  is  subject  upon  that  most  common 
and  most  probable  of  all  events,  a  difference   arising 

'  Lord  Melville  (Mr.  Dundas)  never  returned   to  office,   but   Lord 
Wellesley  became  Foreign  Secretary  on  December  6,  1809. 
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between  the  first  and  the  second  in  command.  I  admit 
it — difference  of  opinion  is  the  bane  of  all  armies,  and 
more  particularly,  I  apprehend,  of  armies  unused  to  ser- 
vice, and  most  usual  amongst  inexperienced  officers. 
But  this  being  the  case,  every  care  should  be  taken 
to  avoid  and  to  guard  against  this  evil,  not,  as  in  the 
present  case,  to  foment  and  produce  it.  A  commander 
should,  of  course,  be  the  officer  of  whose  sense  and 
courage  the  Minister  who  appoints  him  has  the  best 
opinion;  but  when  appointed  the  utmost  confidence 
should  be  reposed  in  him,  and  the  more  he  acts  upon 
his  own  single  opinion  with  respect  to  the  general  plan 
of  operations  to  be  pursued,  the  more  likely,  I  believe, 
will  his  enterprises  be  to  succeed.  All  branches  of  exe- 
cutive government  bear  but  ill  diversity  and  change  of 
councils.  In  all  of  them  plans  prosper  but  ill  if  they 
are  begun  by  one  hand  and  finished  by  another;  but 
certainly,  of  all  of  them,  the  one  which  most  imperiously 
requires  unity  of  design  and  unity  of  execution  must 
be  war. 

December  15. —  .  .  .  But,  as  things  are,  unanimity, 
energy,  desperate  courage,  and  patience  that  no  suffer- 
ing could  overcome  might  yet  carry  the  cause.  Tlie 
Spaniards  seem  in  a  great  measure  to  have  forgotten 
the  system  upon  which  they  gave  out  they  would  act — 
to  shun  pitched  battles,  to  harass  the  enemy  with  eter- 
nal skirmishes,  to  take  strong  positions  in  the  mountains, 
to  exliaust  the  country  before  the  hostile  army,  and  to 
trust  to  want,  fatigue,  and  famine.  Is  this  mode  of  war- 
fare practicable  for  any  long  space  of  time  in  the  face 
of  such  a  general  as  Bonaparte  ?  and,  if  it  be  practicable, 
are  the  Spaniards  prepared  to  endure  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  it  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  ask  whether  the 
lower  orders  in  Spain  are  so  prepared,  because  I  believe 
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them  to  be  the  most  frugal  people  in  the  world ;  but  are 
the  nobility  and  persons  of  property  resolved  to  aban- 
don their  estates  to  the  enemy,  to  give  up  their  mode 
of  living,  and  to  admit  of  no  compromise  which  might 
be  offered  them  ?  If  they  were,  and  if  their  affairs  were 
conducted  with  the  vigour  and  skill  which  no  doubt  is  to 
be  found  somewhere  amongst  them,  although  they  were 
attacked  by  an  enemy  dexterous  beyond  anything  in 
the  art  of  facilitating  and  making  possible  the  march  of 
most  numerous  armies  through  the  most  difficult  coun- 
tries, and  possessed  of  power  to  second  that  dexterity 
such  as  never  before  fell  to  the  lot  of  mortal  men — by 
an  enemy  who  never  despatches  1,000  men  except 
under  the  command  of  a  consummate  officer,  and  whose 
soldiers  are  flushed  with  his  former  triumphs  and  confi- 
dent in  his  abilities, — though  these  are  fearful  odds  that 
are  matched  against  them,  yet  still,  such  is  my  reliance 
upon  the  energy  of  a  whole  people  contending  for  their 
independence  that  I  should  not  despair  of  their  success. 

December  16. —  .  .  .  The  combinations  of  Bonaparte 
are  not  so  easily  frustrated,  and  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  it  is  his  own  ruling  mind  and  the  influence  of  his 
presence  which  carries  success  along  with  it,  for  when 
his  armies  are  committed  even  to  his  most  celebrated 
officers  they  do  not  seem  to  be  commanded  much  better 
than  those  of  other  nations.  This  is  proved  in  some 
measure  by  the  campaign  in  Egypt,  by  the  late  campaign 
in  Portugal,  but  more  especially  by  the  campaign  in 
Spain  before  his  arrival  there,  which,  though  it  was 
directed  by  some  of  his  most  distinguished  generals, 
such  as  Murat,  Moncey,  Bessieres,  does  not  appear  to 
liave  been  conducted  with  judgment,  and  certanily  was 
not  attended  with  success. 

William  Lamb  was  now  much  exercised  by  the  Orders  in 
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Council  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  a  question 
upon  which  he  had  special  information  from  Mr.  Mansfield,  who 
was  attached  to  the  British  Embassy  at  Washington. 

December  23  and  24. — ^Wlien  Parliament  meets  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  Governments  .  .  .  will 
no  doubt  be  produced,  and  we  shall  then  be  better  able 
to  judge  of  the  fairness  of  the  above  statements^  and 
the  justice  of  the  reasonings.  I  should  apprehend  no 
material  misrepresentation  would  be  found.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  his  adviser, 
Mr.  Stephen,  see  with  great  regret  any  disposition  to 
concession  upon  the  side  of  America,  as  it  threatens 
the  permanence  of  their  beloved  system,  according  to 
which  they  wildly  hope,  by  the  destruction  of  neutral 
commerce,  to  strike  a  mortal  blow  at  the  power  of 
France,  and  reduce  her  to  the  same  state  of  weakness 
as  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  of  1756.  This  attach- 
ment to  an  opinion  is  met,  I  believe,  by  a  corresponding 
love  of  theory  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  sees  the  interruption  of  trade  without  regret 
because  he  thinks  it  turns  all  the  industry  and  capital 
of  his  country  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  So 
that  while  persons  of  such  influence  in  the  Governments 
of  their  respective  countries  entertain  sentiments  in 
favour  of  the  present  state  of  half-hostility,  there  is 
little  hope  of  bringing  the  disputes  between  the  two 
nations  to  an  amicable  determhiation. 

Canning's  despatch  is  thereupon  quoted  in  extenso. 

The  general  reasoning  employed  appears  to  me  to  be 
false.  It  is  admitted  that  the  American  Government  has 
at  diflerent  times  represented  the  measure  in  diflerent 

*  In  the  speech  of  President  Jeflferson  on  the  opening  of  the  American 
Congress. 
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lights,  as  an  act  of  impartial  hostility  and  as  an  act  of 
municipal  regulation.  Now  it  is  evident  that  they  were 
fully  justified  in  so  doing,  for  the  measure  in  fact  in  its 
own  nature  bears  the  two  characters — it  was  an  act  of 
precaution  against  the  violence  of  the  two  belligerent 
Powers,  but  it  was  clearly  also  an  act  of  an  unfriendly 
nature  towards  each  of  those  Powers.  America  may 
fairly  say,  *  This  is  an  internal  regulation  of  my  own, 
against  which  you  have  no  right  to  remonstrate,  but  it 
is  also  detrimental,  as  I  think,  to  your  interests,  and 
therefore  I  may  fairly  offer  to  you  the  withdrawing  of 
it  as  a  price  of  some  concession  upon  my  part.  It  is,  of 
course,  for  you  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  proffer, 
but  I  do  not  reason  incorrectly  in  making  it.  The 
violence  with  which  you  are  compelled  to  resist  tlie 
violence  of  France  compels  me  to  adopt  a  restriction 
of  police,  which  is  in  my  opinion  injurious  to  your 
trade.  Mitigate  your  violence  towards  me  and  I  will 
withdraw  my  restriction,  as  far  as  it  regards  you.  This 
is  my  proposition  ;  reject  it  if  you  please,  but  do  not 
let  me  be  answered  with  a  sort  of  ostentation  of  logical 
distinctions,  as  if  I  had  placed  a  point  in  two  lights 
when  it  will  only  bear  to  be  viewed  in  one.'  The  letter 
goes  on  to  state  the  determination  of  France  to  attack 
the  existence  of  Great  Britain  through  its  commercial 
prosperity ;  and  then,  in  a  strain,  as  it  strikes  me,  of 
coarse,  bad  irony,  that  *  by  some  unfortunate  circum- 
stances,  without  any  hostile  intention,  the  American  em- 
bargo did  come  in  aid  of  the  blockade  of  tlie  European 
Continent,'  &c.,  &c.,  precisely  at  the  most  critical 
moment.  *  The  struggle,'  it  proceeds,  *  has  been  viewed 
by  otlier  Powers  not  without  an  apprehension  that  it 
might  be  fatal  to  this  country.  The  Britisli  Government 
has  not  disguised  from  itself  that  the  trial  of  such  an 
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experiment  might  be  arduous  and  long,  though  it  has 
never  doubted  of  the  final  issue.  But  if  that  issue  be 
sucli  as  the  British  Government  had  confidently  antici- 
pated— if  the  blockade  of  the  Continent,  as  it  has  been 
triumphantly  styled  by  the  enemy,  is  raised  even  before 
it  had  been  well  estabhshed,  and  if  that  system,  of  which 
the  extent  and  continuity  were  the  vital  principles,  is 
broken  up  into  fragments  utterly  harmless  and  con- 
temptible,— it  is  nevertheless  important  in  the  highest 
degree  to  the  reputation  of  this  country  (a  reputation 
which  constitutes  a  great  part  of  her  strength)  that  this 
disappointment  of  her  enemies  should  not  have  been 
purchased  by  any  concession ;  that  not  a  doubt  should 
remain  to  distant  times  of  her  determination  and  of  her 
ability  to  have  continued  her  resistance  ;  and  that  no 
step  that  could  even  be  mistakenly  construed  into  con- 
cession should  be  taken  on  her  part  w^liile  the  smallest 
link  of  the  confederacy  remains  undissolved,  or  while  it 
can  be  a  question  whether  the  plan  devised  for  her 
destruction  has  or  has  not  either  completely  failed  or 
been  unequivocally  abandoned.'  This  surely  is  absolute 
Quixotism.  Those  who  go  to  the  furthest  in  their 
assertion  of  the  paramount  importance  of  national 
honour,  and  who  would  most  readily  adopt  the  sentiment 
tliat  *  reputation  constitutes  a  great  part  of  the  strength 
of  a  people ' — a  sentiment  rather  metaphorically  than 
literally  true,  and  more  fitted  for  a  burst  of  orator}' 
than  for  a  state  paper — must  here  think  their  favourite 
doctrine  carried  to  an  unexpected  and  unwarranted 
length.  If  '  the  blockade  is  raised,'  &c.,  and  *  the 
system  broken  up  into  fragments  utterly  hannless  and 
contemptible' — if  there  be  any  foundation  for  this  strong 
language,  surely  the  facts  that  form  that  foundation 
cainiot  be  so  obscure  and  doubtful  as  to  make  them 
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liable  to  the  misconstruction  which  is  affected  to  be 
apprehended.  If  the  state  of  things  be  such  as  is  de- 
scribed in  the  beginning  of  the  sentence,  surely  the 
decision  of  the  end  of  it  savours  a  little  of  useless 
obstinacy  and  pride.  K  the  concession  can  be  made  to 
America  without  injury  to  England,  it  is  but  a  natural 
act  of  kindness  to  make  it ;  if  the  making  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  England,  it  is  also  an  act  of  pohcy. 
But  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  Crown  and  of  the 
people  are  but  pretexts  upon  this  occasion.  The  real 
ground  of  the  line  pursued  by  Ministers  is  its  pohtical 
advantage.  They  hold  the  present  state  of  commercial 
transactions  to  be  useful  to  England  and  injurious  to 
France,  and  if  they  can  make  it  out  to  be  so  in  any  great 
degree  (for  the  odium  of  the  measures  is  not  worth  a 
trifling  advantage)  they  certainly  act  right. 

JaniLary  22. — ^Parliament  met  on  the  19th.  A  poor 
del)ate  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Speech  stated 
that  the  King  had  disapproved  of  some  of  the  articles 
of  the  Convention  of  Cintra,  and  was,  upon  the  whole, 
unobjectionable.  The  Ministers  very  fairly  offered  all 
the  hiformation  necessary  for  full  inqiiiiy  upon  all  the 
contested  points — viz.  the  Convention  in  Portugal,  the 
campaign  in  Spain,  and  the  negotiation  with  America. 
I  foresee  a  session  of  much  uninteresting  debate.  The 
fault  of  Opposition  is  a  determination  to  make  differences 
of  opinion  where,  in  fact,  there  exist  but  few%  and  those 
trifling.  The  fault  of  Ministry  is  a  want  of  weight  and 
dignity  of  character,  and  a  mode  of  answering  when 
they  are  in  the  right  which  sometimes  puts  them,  and 
often  makes  them  appear  to  be,  in  the  wrong. 

8pain,  however,  continues  to  absorb  his  attention. 

Wliether  the  reforms  which  he  promises^  will  be 

'  That  is,  Napoleon,  in  his  proclamatior.  to  the  Spanish  people. 
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executed,  whether  they  will  be  beneficial  to  the  Spanish 
nation,  whether  they  would  be  considered  by  it  as  ad- 
vantages, are  questions  which  yet  remain  to  be  decided. 
That  they  will  be  beneficial  is,  I  think,  sufficiently 
proved  by  the  mere  statement  of  them ;  that  they  are 
considered  so  is  also  pretty  evident  from  the  circum- 
stances of  Bonaparte's  holding  them  forth  as  boons  and 
measures  of  conciliation.  Otherwise  you  must  con- 
sider him  either  a  mistaken  politician  or  a  wild  disin- 
terested reformer.  It  must,  however,  be  observed  that 
these  advantages,  if  advantages  they  be,  Spain  will  owe 
to  her  spirited  and  gallant  resistance,  which,  though  it 
has  failed  of  its  professed  object — independence — will 
have  achieved,  perhaps,  its  most  substantial  end — re- 
form. If  she  had  submitted  quietly  to  the  usurpation, 
the  new  Government,  anxious  to  preserve  the  tran- 
quillity which  it  found,  would  have  been  afraid  of 
touching  the  privileges  of  the  nobility  and  clergy,  or 
of  irritating  the  superstition  of  the  populace.  But  the 
general  insurrection,  and  the  obstinacy  of  the  struggle, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  have  relieved  Bonaparte  from 
the  necessity  of  managing  the  higher  orders,  have  also 
taught  him  the  necessity  of  really  concihating  the  minds 
of  so  gallant  a  people.  Thus  I  have  always  remarked 
it  to  be  the  case  in  all  the  concerns  and  circumstances 
of  hfe,  from  the  affairs  of  nations  to  the  squabbles  of 
children.  So  perversely  is  human  nature  constituted 
that  tameness  and  submission  only  produce  further  in- 
jury and  insult,  but  boldness  and  resistance,  although 
they  bring  on  greater  temporaiy  suffering,  never  fail  in 
the  end  in  part  to  effect  their  object,  and  to  amehorate 
the  condition  of  those  who  rely  upon  them. 

January  25. — Yesterday  an  extraordinarj'  Gazette 
was  published,  containing   the  despatches  which  had 
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been  received  from  the  army.^  Sir  David  Baird  is  not 
dead,  but  by  all  accounts  likely  to  do  well.  A  narrative 
of  the  action  which  was  fought  on  the  16th  is  given  in 
a  very  simple,  perspicuous,  and  feeling  letter  from 
General  Hope,  upon  whom  the  command  devolved,  to 
Sir  David  Baird.  It  might  serve  as  a  model  for  the 
statement  of  military  transactions,  and  must  give  every 
one  who  reads  it  a  high  idea  of  the  judgment  of  its 
author.  No  accounts  of  the  loss  are  yet  received; 
General  Hope  says  he  would  estimate  it  at  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  killed  in  the  action ;  and  con- 
sidering the  almost  desperate  situation  of  the  troops, 
embarking  after  so  long  a  march  in  the  face  of  superior 
numbers,  the  success  has  surely  been  achieved  at  as  little 
expense  as  could  have  been  hoped  or  expected.  Many 
more,  of  course,  perished  during  the  retreat. 

On  the  29t.h  he  gives  an  account  of  the  debate  arising  out 
of  Colonel  Wardle's  charges  of  corruption  against  the  Duke  of 
York  :— 

Wardle  certainly  committed  a  great  imprudence  in 
charging  the  Duke  of  York  in  the  first  instance  with 
being  a  party  to  these  frauds  and  impostures.  It  was 
quite  unnecessary,  as  the  statement  of  the  facts  of  the 
commissions,  &c.  having  been  sold  by  Mrs.  Clarke 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  go 
into  the  inquiry,  and  if  the  Duke  be  really  implicated 
it  must  have  been  brought  out  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
vestigation. Yorke's,  Perceval's,  and  Canning  s  speeches 
were  loud  and  threatening,  and  looked  somewhat  like  a 
wish  and  attempt  to  bully  and  intimidate.  If  there  be 
no  foundation  for  the  charges  at  all,  it  will  have  been  a 
most  fortunate  attack  for  the  Duke.    If  they  are  proved 

*  After  the  batUe  of  Coninna. 
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to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  made,  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  beheve  that  they  will  be,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  say  what  must  be  the  consequence.  If  it  is  made 
out  that  Mrs.  Clarke  has  bargained  in  a  few  instances 
to  sell  commissions,  that  the  commissions  have  been 
conferred,  and  that  she  has  received  the  money,  I  think 
the  character  of  the  Duke  ought  to  bear  him  through 
innocent  in  the  opinion  of  the  country,  but  I  am  afraid 
it  will  not.  If  there  appears  to  have  been  any  great 
number,  any  long  series,  of  such  practices,  it  will  fonn 
a  case  of  heavy  and  grievous  suspicion. 

February  21. — Last  night  Petty  brought  on  his 
motion  respecting  the  Convention  of  Cintra,  and  pro- 
posed two  resolutions — the  first,  in  the  words  of  his 
Majesty's  answer  to  the  city  of  London,  that  the  Con- 
vention had  disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations  of 
the  nation ;  and  the  second,  that  it  originated  in  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  Ministers.  .  .  .  Their  answer  to  the 
charge  deserves  to  be  marked  as  the  weakest  and  most 
curiously  empty  argument  which,  amongst  many  of  the 
same  quality,  though  in  a  less  degree,  I  have  ever  heard 
urged  and  relied  upon  in  the  House  of  Commons.  *  You 
complain  of  the  equipment  of  the  army,'  they  say,  '  but 
with  that  army,  so  equipped.  Sir  A.  Wellesley,  if  he  had 
been  suffered  to  follow  his  own  opinion  on  August  21, 
would  have  achieved  all  the  objects  of  the  expedition 
by  forcing  the  French  to  lay  down  their  arms.'  Ergo : 
the  anny  was  in  all  respects  sufficiently  equipped ; 
which  last  proposition  is  built  upon  the  h}^othesis, 
conjecture,  and  guess  of  what  the  result  of  a  fresh 
attack  upon  the  French  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
Vimiera  would  have  been.  Sir  A.  Wellesley  had  tlie 
good  taste  to  state  himself  that  those  who  came  to  com- 
mand him  ought  to  have  taken  his  advice ;  a  principle 
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which,  if  admitted,  may  go  God  knows  how  far  to- 
wards rendering  commanders-in-chief  subordinate  to 
any  general  officer  who  may  happen  from  circumstances 
to  have  local  or  other  experience  which  the  com- 
mander-in-chief may  be  without.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
has  about  him  everj'thing  that  gives  promise  of  great 
military  genius  and  of  the  character  of  an  enterprising 
and  successful  commander,  but  it  is  also  evident  that 
from  his  habits  he  is  better  fitted  for  chief  commands 
than  for  subordinate  situations. 

On  April  27  he  chronicles  the  certainty  of  hostilities  be- 
tween France  and  Austria,  and  on  May  11  the  results  of  tLe 
battle  of  Aspern. 

Champagny,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  report  of 
April  12,  says  that  the  Emperor  of  France  does  not 
wish  the  destruction  of  Austria,  but  that  she  must  be 
reduced  to  the  measure  of  a  pacific  Power.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  at  this  moment,  employed  as  he  was 
with  the  affairs  of  Spain,  he  entered  into  a  new  war 
with  reluctance,  and  wishes  to  be  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible relieved  from  the  embarrassment  of  it.  The  con- 
sequence of  these  dispositions  will  probably  be  a  mag- 
nanimous offer  of  peace  to  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  which 
it  is  much  to  be  feared  the  weakness  of  the  latter, 
worked  upon  and  increased  by  these  misfortunes,  will 
induce  them  to  accept.  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the 
only  politic  war  which  has  yet  been  waged  by  Austria — 
pia  arma,  quibus  nuUa  nisi  in  armis  relinquitur  spes. 
The  only  chance  she  has  of  saving  herself  from  the 
condition  of  a  dependent  Power,  and  from  annihilation 
at  the  moment  at  which  it  shall  suit  the  views  of  Bona- 
parte, is  to  persevere  in  hostility  to  the  last  extremity. 
If  she  were  influenced  by  this  determination,  if  her 
people    were    ready    to    maintain    their    independent 
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government  with  their  blood,  and  if  there  were  in  Spain 
spirit  and  unanimity  to  take  advantage  of  the  diver- 
sion— three  conditions  of  the  existence  of  which,  I  fear, 
the  most  reasonable  and  the  most  alarming  doubts  may 
be  entertained — there  would  still  remain  a  hope  of 
something  being  effected  for  the  secure  settlement  of 
the  affairs  of  Europe. 

There  is,  of  course,  much  argument  and  more  con- 
jecture afloat  respecting  the  cause,  the  extent,  and  the 
importance  of  this  event.  The  intelligence,  as  it  stands, 
amounts  to  this,  that  an  accident  has  prevented  him 
from  destroying  the  Austrian  army,  and  subjected  him 
to  a  very  considerable  loss,  a  loss  which,  though  I 
should  be  unwilling  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  his 
account  in  other  material  respects,  I  have  no  doubt  is 
much  more  considerable  than  he  himself  admits.  It  is 
plain  that  this  is  a  greater  check  than  any  he  has  ever 
experienced  since  he  became  Chief  Consul  of  France,  for 
though  at  Eylau  he  owned  to  a  greater  loss  of  men  in 
killed  and  wounded,  yet  he  claimed,  and,  as  I  have  heard 
Lord  Hutchinson  who  was  there  say,  claimed  with  jus- 
tice, all  the  honour  and  much  of  the  advantage  of  a 
victory,  though  in  this  country  he  was  reputed  and 
universally  believed  for  a  very  considerable  time  to 
have  been  completely  repulsed  and  defeated.  It  was 
always  observed  of  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  that  if  upon  any 
occasion  he  delivered  a  speech  which  was  generally 
thought  less  forcible  than  ordinary,  he  was  sure  upon 
the  very  next  opportunity  to  make  fully  up  for  the 
slightest  degree  of  failure  by  one  of  those  exertions  of 
eloquence  which  he  had  so  completely  at  command. 
It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  apprehensive  lest  the  next  ac- 
count from  Vienna  should  be  something  of  this  nature — 
a  victory  so  decisive  as  totally  to  absorb  the  memory 
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of  the  former  defeat,  especially  as  I  see  a  paragraph 
from  Paris  state  that  they  had  accounts  from  Vienna 
of  the  bridges  being  re-established  on  the  25th  ult.  At 
the  same  time  this  news  gives  hope  which  hardly  any 
one  was  sanguine  enough  to  entertain.  Ever  since  the 
usurpation  of  Spain  it  has  struck  me  that  he  was  play- 
ing his  game  with  an  imprudent  confidence  and  bold- 
ness, and  that,  by  grasping  at  so  much,  he  was  running 
the  hazard  of  losing  all.  Considering  the  immense  terri- 
tories which  he  has  to  keep  in  subjection,  and  the 
fatigue,  the  loss,  and  the  dispersed  state  of  his  armies, 
his  situation  must  become  very  dangerous  if  the  Aus- 
trian armies  fight  and  the  Austrian  councils  continue 
firm.  If  the  Hungarian  nation  were  ready  to  stir,  I 
should  consider  his  complete  failure,  in  this  present 
expedition  at  least,  as  certain. 

After  this  William  Lamb  gave  up  journalising  to  any  con- 
siderable extent.  The  entries  under  the  year  1810  are  confined 
to  the  barest  mention  of  important  facts — Lord  Wellesley^s  pro- 
gress in  Spain,  the  marriage  of  the  Emperor  to  the  Archduchess 
Maria  Louisa,  and  so  forth. 

January  27,  1811. — Tlie  year  1810  which  has  re- 
cently expired  has  been  certainly  distinguished  by 
much  fewer  miUtary  achievements  upon  the  part  of 
the  French  than  almost  any  of  those  which  have  lately 
gone. before  it :  the  descent  upon  Sicily  can  scarcely  be 
supposed  to  have  been  earnest ;  the  siege  of  Cadiz  has 
languished ;  little  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
completing  the  conquest  of  Spain  ;  the  invasion  of  Por- 
tugal, compared  with  former  advances,  has  been  feeble 
and  dilatory.  Bonaparte  seems  in  some  measure  to 
have  paused  in  his  career,  whether  from  weakness  and 
in  order  to  recruit  his  means,  or  whether  from  design. 
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in  order  to  mature  his  plans  and  to  render  his  future 
success  more  rapid  and  complete,  is  yet  undecided. 

In  1805  took  place  the  capitulation  of  Ulm,  the 
battle  of  Austerlitz,  and  the  Peace  of  Pressburg.  In 
1806  the  battle  of  Jena  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Prus- 
sian monarchy.  In  1807  the  battles  of  Pultusk,  Eylau, 
Friedland,  and  the  Peace  of  Tilsit.  In  1808  the  Spanish 
Eevolution,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Spanish  armies  at 
Burgos,  Espinosa,  and  Tudela.  In  1809  the  battles  of 
Eatisbon,  Aspern,  and  Wagram  in  Germany,  and  Tala- 
vera  and  Oceana  in  Spain.  If  we  consider  the  natural 
resources  of  the  nations  whom  France  has  thus  either 
conquered  or  subjected  to  her  influence,  the  advanced 
state  of  their  civilisation,  and  the  equality  of  arms  and 
miUtary  tactics,  the  history  of  the  world  has  no  con- 
quest to  be  compared  with  this  astonishing  course  of 
triumphant  wars  and  successful  negotiations. 

Here  the  Journal  coraes  practically  to  an  end,  though  there 
are  one  or  two  entries  as  late  as  the  year  1815.  The  fact  seems 
to  be  that,  disgusted  with  the  prospects  of  the  Whigs,  Mr.  Lamb 
ceased  to  take  much  interest  in  politics.  It  is  a  pity  that  we 
liave  not  his  account  of  the  debates  on  the  Regency  Bill  of 
1810,  when  he  was  entrusted  by  his  leader  with  the  duty  of 
iTioving  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  for  limiting  the  functions 
of  the  Prince.  But,  for  the  rest,  he  was  lax  in  attendance  and 
chary  of  speech.  At  the  general  election  of  1812  he  fell  a 
victim  to  the  *  No  Popery  '  cry,  and  for  four  years  was  absent 
from  St.  Stephen's. 
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MAABIBD   LIFE  AND   LITERATURE 

1805-1828 

The  years  of  William  Lamb's  absence  from  Parliament  were 
not  destined  to  be  years  of  contentment  and  repose.  For  it 
was  during  them  that  the  crisis  of  his  married  life  occurred, 
which  ruined  his  happiness,  embittered  his  mind,  and  filled  him 
with  abiding  grief.  It  is  evident  that  the  husband  and  wife  were 
not  a  well-assorted  couple.  Lady  Caroline,  though  gifted  and 
fascinating,  was  hopelessly  capricious  and  volatile;  William 
Lamb,  perhaps,  too  easy-going  and  good-natured  to  act  as  the 
moderator  of  her  impulses  and  director  of  her  waywardness. 
She  afterwards  accused  him  in  her  novel,  *  Glenarvon,'  probably 
with  some  measure  of  truth,  of  never  attempting  to  take  her 
seriously ;  while  his  view  of  the  question  is  to  be  gathered  from 
entries  here  and  there  in  his  Commonplace  Book  : — ' 

The  general  reason  against  marriage  is  this — that 
two  minds,  however  congenial  they  may  be,  or  however 
submissive  the  one  may  be  to  the  other,  can  never  act 
like  one.  It  is  the  nature  of  human  things  that  no 
man  can  be  free  and  independent. 

*  Alas  !  there  is  no  man  who  is  free.  Wlioever  he 
be,  he  is  either  the  slave  of  wealth  or  of  fortune  or  the 
multitude  of  his  fellows-citizens,  or  the  provisions  of  the 

*  This  Commonplace  Book  is  probably  the  one  which  Greville  saw  at 
Brocket  after  Lord  Melbourne's  death  (Greville  Memoirs,  2nd  series,  iii. 
37G).  It  seems  to  have  been  be^^un  about  1809,  and  kept  up,  with  more 
or  loss  regularity,  until  1832.  Where  it  is  not  otherwise  stated,  the  quo- 
tations in  this  and  the  following  chapter  are  taken  from  it. 
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laws  constrain  him  to  act  in  opposition  to  his  own 
judgment.'     (Eurip.  *  Hecuba/  864.) 

But  in  stating  this  great  moral  truth  the  philoso- 
phical poet  has  omitted  that  which  is  the  greatest 
check  and  limitation  of  the  natural  liberty  of  action — 
the  influence  of  relations  and  friends.  By  taking  a 
wife  a  man  certainly  adds  to  the  list  of  those  who  have 
a  right  to  interfere  with  and  advise  him,  and  he  runs  the 
risk  of  putting  in  his  own  way  another  very  strong  and 
perhaps  insuperable  obstacle  to  his  acting  according  to 
his  own  opinions  and  inclinations. 

By  marrying  you  place  yourself  upon  the  defensive 
instead  of  the  offensive  in  society,  which  latter  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  in  all  contentions  the  most  advantageous 
mode  of  proceeding. 

Before  marriage  the  shape,  the  figure,  the  com- 
plexion carry  all  before  them  ;  after  marriage  the  mind 
and  character  unexpectedly  claim  their  share,  and  that 
tlie  largest,  of  importance. 

Before  I  was  married,  whenever  I  saw  the  children 
and  the  dogs  allowed,  or  rather  caused,  to  be  trouble- 
some in  any  family,  I  used  to  lay  it  all  to  the  fault  of 
the  master  of  it,  who  might  at  once  put  a  stop  to  it  if 
he  pleased.  Since  I  have  married,  I  find  that  this  was 
a  very  rash  and  premature  judgment. 

The  effect  upon  persons  in  general,  and  particu- 
larly upon  women,  by  what  others  say  of  their  hus- 
bands, &c.,  &c.  Nothing's  fixed.  Their  opinion  rises 
or  falls  according  to  what  they  hear  in  the  world,  ac- 
cording to  the  lightest  observation  or  the  most  casual 
remarks. 

Every  man  will  find  his  own  i)rivate  affairs  more 
difficult  to  manage  and  control  than  any  public  affairs 
hi  which  he  may  be  engaged.     Cromwell  and  Monk 
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were  more  thwarted  and  disconcerted,  the  former  by 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Claypole,  and  the  latter  by  his  wife, 
as  may  be  seen  in  Clarendon's  *  Life,'  than  by  all  their 
adversaries,  external  and  domestic. 

Nevertheless  their  life  for  six  or  seven  years  was  fairly 
happy.  Lady  Caroline  gave  birth  to  a  son  on  August  11, 1807, 
to  whom  the  Prince  was  godfather.  Unfortunately  the  child, 
though  handsome  and  well-grown,  became  early  subject  to  fits ; 
his  intellect  never  developed ;  and  paternity,  which  might  have 
been  to  the  father  a  source  of  consolation,  only  developed  into 
an  additional  cause  of  unhappiness.' 

The  following  letters  of  Lady  Caroline's  to  her  husband  may 
be  dated  from  the  postmarks  at  1809  : — 

May  27,  After  dear  boy  was  gone  to  bed  I  set  out  for 
1B09.  Panshanger,  having  begun  *  Adele  de  Senanges,'^ 
which  amused  me  so  much  that  I  was  there  in  no  time. 
I  found  the  bride  and  bridegroom  in  high  health  and 
spirits,  though  they  really  behave  themselves  in  such  a 
decorous  manner  I  should  imagine  they  must  have  been 
married  before. 

Lord  and  Lady  Kinnaird  are  here,  the  former  better 
than  I  ever  hoped  to  see  him.  Panshanger  is  very  plea- 
sant in  all  respects.  How  sorry  I  am  to  hear  Edward 
Paget  has  lost  his  arm.  It  was  a  very  gallant  action,  I 
hear ;  pray  bring  me  accounts  of  it.  If  it  is  true  your 
friend  Lord  Cawdor  lost  his  Bill  by  one  only,  I  shall 
be  inconsolable.  Lord  Kinnaird  and  Lady  Kinnaird 
are  writing  more  letters  than  Lord  Castlereagh  ever  did. 
Plunger  ran  away  from  me  yesterday,  and  Francis  found 
him  parading  about  at  the  top  of  the  park  with  some 

'  Auf^stus  Lamb  lived  until  November  27,  1886,  the  object  of  his 
father's  constant  care  and  affection. 

^  Adele  d€  SinangeSy  ou  Lettrea  de  Lord  Sydenham  (1794),  by  Mme. 
de  riahaiit,  afterwards  Baroness  de  Souza,  the  friend  of  Mme.  de  Bemusat 
(Mme.  de  Uemusat's  letters,  passim). 
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stray  poultry.  I  would  not  bring  my  pretty  Phillis 
with  me,  as  you  wished  me  not. 

They  read  last  night  some  of  the  new  Montagu 
letters.^  You  cannot  think  how  clever  they  are — un- 
like the  style  of  a  girl  of  fourteen ;  but  really,  as  so 
many  married  people  are  so  like  children  in  body  and 
mind,  it  is  quite  well  now  and  then  that  the  reverse 
should  take  place.     Tum,  I  have  just  been  stung. 

ottC  ye  rvrdov 
Or/pCov  itrrl  fiikKTca  Kai  aXi^a  Tpavfiara  Trotct.* 

I  will  study  to  be  as  pleasant  a  friend  to  you  as  Caro- 
line George  is  to  her  husband.*  We  seemed  all  of  us 
acting  a  play  last  night  in  a  new  house,  old  people  and 
all,  met  together  from  odd  quarters.  I  think  lately, 
my  dearest  William,  we  have  been  very  troublesome  to 
each  other  ;  which  I  take  by  wholesale  to  my  own  ac- 
count and  mean  to  correct,  leaving  you  in  retail  a  few 
little  sins,  which  I  know  you  will  correct.  Also  do  not 
say  'Java.'  Condemn  me  not  to  silence,  and  assist  my 
imperfect  memory.  I  will,  on  the  other  hand,  be  silent 
of  a  morning,  entertaining  after  dinner ;  docile,  fearless 
as  a  heroine  in  the  last  vol.  of  her  troubles,  strong  as  a 
mountain  tiger,  and  active  as  those  young  savages, 
Basil's  boys,  to  whom,  by-the-bye,  you  will  give  one 
shilling  apiece.  You  should  say  to  me,  raisonnez  mieux 
et  repliquez  movis. 

Ryde,  Rep-  ^  BEGAN  Sir  Johu  Moorc's  letters  again,  and  am 
tember  4.     j^u^h  struck,  if  thc  accouut  is  true,  with  the  bad 

'  Ono  of  the  nnmerous  editions  of  Dallaway's  selections  from  Lady 
Mary  Wortley  Montatju's  Writings  and  Correspondence. 

'^  '  The  bee  is  a  tiny  beast,  but  what  wounds  it  inflicts  I  * — Theocritus, 
Id.  19, 1.  6. 

'  Mrs.  George  Lamb,  born  St.  Jules. 
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management  there  seems  to  have  been  at  fiist  netting 
out.  I  cannot  also  conceive  how,  with  such  letters  and 
opinions  daily  coming  forth,  such  a  general  infatuation 
about  the  Spaniards  could  prevail.  What  occasioned 
your  mother  and  Mr.  Gill,  my  mother  and  so  many  others 
of  all  sides  and  parties,  to  tell  such  a  pack  of  stories,  which 
eeem  to  have  been  perfectly  groundless  ?  I  can  allow  a 
great  deal  for  enthusiasm,  but  such  conduct  as  the 
Spaniards  seem  in  general  to  have  shown  towards  us  is 
certainly  a  great  damper  to  such  feeling.  How  true  I 
think  this  passage  in  one  of  Sir  J.  Moore's  letters  to 
Ijord  WiUiam  Bentinck,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  verv 
sensible  man :  *  When  you  say  the  chief  and  great 
obstacle  and  resistance  to  the  French  will  be  offered  by 
the  English  army — if  that  be  so,  Spain  is  lost.  The 
English  army  will  do,  I  hope,  all  which  can  be  expected 
from  their  numbers,  but  the  safety  of  Spain  depends  on 
the  union  of  its  inhabitants,  their  enthusiasm  in  their 
cause,  and  their  firm  and  devoted  determination  to  die 
rather  than  submit  to  the  French.'  If  such  an  opinion 
is  true,  which  I  firmly  believe  it  is  in  all  such  cases, 
what  a  shame  it  seems  to  devote  our  brave  armies  to  a 
hopeless  cause  for  a  weak,  ungrateful  people  !  My  dear 
brother,  too!  In  Sir  J.  Moore's  letter  to  Mr.  Frere^ — 
where  one  can  see  he  is  in  a  tiff  about  his  appointment — 
he  agrees  with  you  about  titles  wrongly  bestowed,  for 
he  says  he  trusts  he  will  excuse  anything  omitted  in 
the  letter,  thinking  it  better  to  give  no  titles  at  all  rather 
than  a  wrong  one.  By-the-bye,  my  blood  curdled  with 
the  quantity  of  black  bile  Frere's  pompous,  insignificant, 
impudent  letter  brought  forth.  I  could  not  stand  it  at 
all ;  such  a  nonchalant  coxcomb.     I  almost  wish  he  had 

^  IJookham  Frere  was  responsible  for  the  iU-judged  advance  upon 
Madrid,  which  was  made  against  Sir  John  Moore's  better  judgment. 
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been  with  the  German  Legion ;  we  should  then  have  seen 
what  sort  of  a  figure  he  would  have  cut  at  Talavera. 

I  went  yesterday  to  church,  and  heard  the  same 
man  preach  you  heard  last  Sunday.  He  takes  rapid  ad- 
vances in  the  Methodistical  style ;  the  last  time  we  were 
*  Oh,  my  dear  brethren,'  this  time  we  were  *  Oh,  my 
dear  brethren  and  Christian  warriors  and  hardy  veterans,' 
with  a  great  deal  about  love  and  souls  in  torment.  He 
so  entirely  lost  himself  at  the  conclusion  in  the  miUtary 
simile  he  had  adopted  that  he  addrest  three  old  women 
in  a  voice  of  thunder,  which  stirred  them  amazingly, 
calling  them  to  fight,  and  strive,  and  obtain  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  by  blood,  and  loudly  addressing  them 
by  the  appellation  of  *  Ye  veteran  Christian  warriors.' 

Before  church  Lady  Anne  Bingham,  Sarah,  and  I 
went  to  call  on  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hooly,  who  live  in  a 
pretty-looking  cottage  not  far  from  the  Duke  of  Dorset's. 
Tliey  were  very  glad  to  see  us.  Their  children  are  ugly  ; 
Mrs.  Hooly  prettier  and  thinner  than  when  we  saw  her ; 
the  doctor  passing  ugly  in  the  meek,  scientific  way  he 
was  of  old.  There  is  nothing  frank  and  agreeable  in  his 
manner ;  I  call  it  a  sly,  pohshed,  coldish  manner.  The 
babies  bellowed  incessantly.  They  all  sent  numberless 
messages  to  you.  And  now  I  wish  you  good-bye,  and 
God  bless  and  preserve  you,  and  keep  you  from  all 
harm  both  in  body  and  mind.  I  have  been  playing  all 
day  with  that  pretty  little  Augustus  of  yours.  He  is  the 
dearest  child  I  ever  saw,  and  shows  where  you  are  gone 
by  pointing  to  the  sea.  Mr.  Cotman  informed  me  in 
person,  last  night,  that  you  were  safe  at  Southampton, 
in  health  and  spirits,  by  twenty  minutes  past  ten,  which 
information  he  repeated  three  times  with  a  *yes'  of 
triumph  at  the  end.  Sarah  heard  a  woman  yesterday 
talking  of  meeting-houses.     She  said  she  nevc*r  should 
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go  to  them  sort  of  places  again,  for  she  had  once  been 
and  it  had  stirred  her  in  such  a  manner  that  she  was 
not  herself  for  some  days  after. 

So  their  life  went  on  until  1812,  when  Lady  Caroline  was 
introduced  to  Byron,  and  that  ill-starred  acquaintance  began 
which  speedily  developed  into  infatuation  on  her  pai-t  and 
boredom  on  his.  Into  the  details  of  her  extravagances,  which 
culminated  in  her  stabbing  herself  with  a  paper-knife — '  ye 
dagger  scene  of  indifferent  memory,'  as  Byron  called  it  * — it  is 
unnecessary  to  enter,  as  they  have  already  been  the  theme  of 
countless  notices  in  memoirs  and  magazines.  Of  her  husband  s 
feelings  we  know  little  or  nothing ;  for  Lady  Caroline's  statement 
to  her  friend  Lady  Morgan,  that  he  did  not  care,^  is  simply 
incredible,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  her  letters,  in  which 
she  invariably  speaks  of  him  as  the  best  and  kindest  of  men. 
Still,  the  tradition  is  that  he  endured  her  conduct  with  a  con- 
siderable show  of  outward  philosophy.  The  family  were  not 
equally  tolerant,  and  almost  persuaded  him  to  effect  a  separati(m; 
but  the  arrangement  fell  through,  though  it  is  certain  that  it 
was  not,  as  Lady  Caroline  declared,  averted  by  the  publication 
of  '  Glenarvon,'  the  record  of  her  passion  for  Byron.  The  pair 
continued  to  live  together ;  nor  was  Lady  Caroline,  with  all  her 
faults,  by  any  means  devoid  of  gratitude  and  good-feeling.  At 
a  dinner  at  Paris  she  suddenly  asked  one  of  the  party,  in  the 
hearing  of  the  rest,  whom  he  supposed  she  thought  the  most 
distinguished  man  she  had  ever  known,  in  mind  and  person, 
refinement,  cultivation,  sensibility,  and  thought.  The  person 
addressed  suggested  Lord  Byron.  *  No,'  was  the  reply ;  '  my 
own  husband,  William  Lamb.' 

And  here  we  may  as  well  bring  a  sad  story  to  its  conclusion. 
The  next  ten  years  or  so  do  not  offer  much  food  for  remark. 
An    interesting  acquaintance  was  made  in  1819,  when  Lady 

'  The  date  was  July  5,  1813,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  acquaintance 
did  not  long  survive  the  performance. 

^  *  He  cared  nothing  for  my  morals.  I  might  flirt  and  go  about  with 
what  men  I  pleased.  He  was  privy  to  my  atfair  with  Lord  Byron,  and 
laughed  at  it.  His  indolence  rendered  him  insensible  to  everything* 
When  1  ride,  play,  and  amuse  him,  he  loves  me.  In  sickness  and  RufTer- 
ing  he  deserts  me.  His  violence  is  as  bad  as  my  own.' — Lady  Morgan's 
Memoirs^  vol.  ii.  pp.  199  200.     (See  also  Hayward's  Essay.) 
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Caroline  canvassed  William  Godwin  on  behalf  of  George  Lamb, 
who  was  standing  for  Westminster.  The  philosopher  was  sub- 
sequently invited  to  Brocket,  and  became  the  recipient  of 
numerous  letters  from  the  lady,  while  William  Lamb  interested 
himself  in  a  subscription  that  was  started  to  relieve  his  neces- 
sities.* Again,  about  the  beginning  of  1824,  we  find  Edward 
Lytton  Bulwer,  who  was  still  at  Cambridge,  a  guest  at  Brocket. 
*  Lamb,  by  the  way,'  wrote  Bulwer,  '  is  a  singularly  fine 
character  for  a  man  of  the  world.'  *  The  relations  between  the 
two  during  this  period  seem  to  have  been  conducted  on  the 
most  affectionate  terms ;  but  in  June  1824  the  event  occurred 
which  was  to  make  separation  inevitable — namely,  Lady  Caroline's 
encounter  with  Byron's  funeral,  passing  along  the  Northern 
Road,  as  she  was  comiBg  out  of  the  Brocket  gates  for  a  morning 
ride. 

The  shock  was  a  terrible  one  to  her ;  and  her  eccentricities 
and  violence  of  temper  became  so  marked  that  the  family  insisted 
on  a  separation,  which  was  effected  in  the  September  of  the 
following  year.  After  one  wild  outburst,  Lady  Caroline,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  poem  and  letter,  submitted  to  her 
fate  with  a  good  sense  which  is  greatly  to  her  credit. 

December,  LovED  One  !  no  tear  is  in  mine  eye 

^^*^^-  Though  pangs  my  bosom  thrill, 

For  I  have  learned  when  others  sigh 

To  suffer,  and  be  still. 
Passion^  and  pride ^  andJlatVry  strove j 

They  made  a  wreck  of  me ; 
But  oh  !  I  never  ceased  to  love, 
I  never  loved  but  thee. 

My  heart  is  with  our  early  dreams 

And  still  thy  influence  knows. 
Still  seeks  thy  shadow  on  the  stream 

Of  memory  as  it  flows  : 

'  Lord  Melbourne  never  lost  his  interest  in  Godwin,  and  it  was  partly 
through  his  exertions  that  Godwin's  sinecure  post  of  Yeoman- Usher  of 
the  Exchequer  was  not  abolished  by  the  Reform  Parliament. — C.  Kegan 
Paul,  Life  of  Qodivin, 

'^  Earl  Lytton's  Life  of  his  Father,  vol.  i.  chaps,  x.  and  xi.,  which  con- 
tain a  discriminating  and  favourable  description  of  Lady  Caroline's 
character. 
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Still  hangs  o'er  all  the  records  bright 

Of  moments  brighter  still 
Ere  love  withdrew  his  starry  light, 

Ere  thou  hadst  suffered  ill. 

'Tis  vain  !  'tis  vain !  no  human  will 

Can  bid  that  time  return  ; 
There's  not  a  light  on  earth  can  fill 

Again  love's  darkened  urn. 
'Tis  vain — upon  my  heart,  my  brow, 

Broods  grief  no  words  can  tell ; 
But  grief  itself  were  idle  now — 

Loved  one,  fare  thee  well. 

In  my  opinion,  these  verses  are  very  full  of  feeling, 
although  they  have  faults. 

Thank  you,  dearest  William,  for  your  kind  letter. 
Bell  ^  sends  you  the  *  compliments  of  the  season.'  Once, 
when  more  refined,  she  would  not  have  made  use  of  a 
vulgar  phrase  ;  but  now  we  mix  with  common  fellows 
in  common  society  we  shall  speak  the  vulgar  tongue. 
Write  to  me  soon.     I  shall  go  and  see  our  boy. 

She  lived  with  the  old  Lord  Melbourne,  at  Brocket,  where 
her  husband  continued  to  see  her  at  frequent  intervals,  until  in 
1827  he  went  to  Ireland  as  Chief  Secretary.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year  it  was  evident  that  her  days  were  numbered. 

From  Dr.  Lady  CAROLINE  has  just  dcsired  me  to  let  you 
u^h^on.  know  how  she  is.  Some  time  ago  I  had 
octob^^2,  wished  to  do  so,  but  her  ladyship  prevented 
i»27.  j^g^  ^g  gi^g  would  by  no  means  unnecessarily 

frighten  or  distress  you. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that  I  have 
lately  observed  symptoms  of  water  collecting  about 
her,  .  .  .  and  I  have  apprehensions  of  the  greatest 
danger.  Of  course  Dr.  Evans  has  occasionally  seen  her ; 
but  the  idea  of  any  further  advice,  and  the  remedies 

'  Her  dog. 
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that  may  be  the  result,  seem  to  trouble  her  much. 
Her  conduct  has  been  very  amiable  ;  indeed,  her  be- 
haviour of  late  has  altered  very  much  in  every  respect 
for  the  better.  She  appears  convinced  she  cannot  ulti- 
mately recover,  but  with  feelings  of  perfect  resignation 
says  she  does  not  mind  to  die. 

P.S. — Lady  CaroUne  has  sent  for  Mrs.  Hunter,  who 
comes  down  to-day.  Her  ladyship  desires  me  to  write 
from  her,  as  she  has  just  asked  me  what  I  am  writing. 

Lady  caro-  ^  REALLY  fccl  better  ;  the  medicines  agree  with 
Hon*w.  ^^5  ^^^  I  have  everything  I  possibly  want.  I 
Lamb.        ^j^  g^j.^  y^^  ^,jjj  Y)e  glad  to  know  that  Frederick 

Lamb  came  over  with  Emily  to  see  me,  and  sat  with  me 
nearly  an  hour.  He  was  very  entertaining,  and  with 
his  usual  satire  seemed  to  abuse  every  place,  but  par- 
ticularly Spain.  You  know,  of  course,  that  he  is  ap- 
pointed to  Lisbon,  to  go  there  with  Don  Miguel.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  will  happen.  He  does  not 
look  at  all  well,  and  wears  very  long,  bushy  hair,  which, 
I  think,  makes  him  look  thinner,  but  it  is  not,  as  ours, 
turning  grey.  I  will  send  you  a  message  to  Walter ;  I 
have  never  seen  Lloyd,  but  I  believe  he  is  quite  well. 
Mrs.  Hunter  has  been  so  very  ill  that  she  probably 
could  not  write  to  you.  She  is  coming  down  to-day, 
and  shall  answer  for  herself.  I  hope  you  will  go  and 
see  Duncannon,  and  pray  remember  me  to  them  all. 

Augustus  has  not  been  well ;  perhaps  he  leads  too 
regular  a  life,  and  does  not  take  enough  exercise,  and 
too  much  tea  and  bread  and  butter.  Everybody  I  have 
seen  makes  great  enquiry  after  you  and  after  him.  I 
am  quite  surprised  to  hear  you  have  game  from  Brocket ; 
pray,  if  you  can  get  a  pair  easily,  send  me  some  grouse 
or  some  moor  game.     My  brother  William  is  not  well 
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at  Harrogate.  I  take  my  simple  medicines,  and  as 
Dr.  Goddard  is  writing  for  me,  he  will  probably  tell  you 
what  they  are  (blue  pills,  squills,  and  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre,  with  an  infusion  of  cascarella  bark). 

God  bless  you,  my  dearest  WiUiam.  I  will  write  to 
you  myself  very  soon ;  do  not  forget  to  write  a  line  to 
me.     Everj^thing  at  Brocket  is  doing  quite  well. 

She  lingered  on  until  January  of  the  following  year,  when 
her  husband,  coming  over  from  Ireland,  was  with  her  at  the  last. 
'  William  Lamb,'  wrote  her  brother,  William  Ponsonby,  to  Lady 
Morgan,  *  behaved  throughout  as  I  always  knew  he  would.' 

From  the  cares  of  his  married  life  William  Lamb  sought 
distraction  in  sport,  and  still  more  in  literature  and  society. 
Readers  of  Lord  Dalling's  '  Life  of  Lord  Palmerston '  will  re- 
member the  shooting- party  at  Mr.  Conyers',  in  1810,  at  which 
William  Lamb  had  better  sport  because,  according  to  Lord 
Palmerston,  the  wind  blew  harder  on  his  side  of  the  cover.  But 
crooked  powder,  more  than  the  wind,  was  probably  to  blame  for 
Lord  Palmerston's  failure  ;  and  Lord  Melbourne,  throughout  his 
life,  was  accounted  an  excellent  shot.  Nevertheless,  his  bags 
were  rather  modest  compared  with  modem  performances.  Thus, 
in  October,  1818,  his  game-book  accounts  for  206  head  of 
game,  as  the  result  of  eighteen  days'  shooting ;  and  through  the 
season  of  1821-22,  during  which  for  some  reason  he  only  shot 
for  twenty-one  days,  he  killed  seventy-six  head.  He  was  also 
something  of  a  field  naturalist.     Thus  he  notes  down  that — 

I  saw  upon  the  river  a  bird,  black  and  about  the 
size  of  a  widgeon,  with  an  orange-coloured  bill.  I  fired 
at  it ;  it  dived  untouched  and  rose  at  some  distance. 
I  fired  again,  and  so  on  four  or  five  times,  without 
hitting  it,  it  always  sinking  at  the  moment  of  the  gun 
going  off.  I  could  have  tired  it  out  by  forcing  it  to 
dive  repeatedly,  but  I  left  it  upon  the  water.  It  is,  I 
believe,  what  is  commonly  called  a  velvet  duck.  My 
gun  missed  fire  twice  running,  and  the  bird  did  not 
dive.     It  went  off  the  third  time,  and  the  bird  dived, 

G 
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which  proves  that  it  does  not  go  down  merely  at  the 
sound  of  the  flint  against  the  hammer. 

Later  on  he  had  an  encounter  with  a  hedgehog,  which  dis- 
played great  reluctance  to  cnrl  up  into  a  ball,  as  a  hedgehog 
should. 

But  literature  was,  after  all,  his  chief  solace,  and  it  was 
during  this  period  of  his  life  that  he  acquired  those  stores  of 
knowledge  which,  combined  with  the  original  turn  of  his  mind, 
made  his  society  so  delightful.  The  Commonplace  Book  con- 
tains abundant  records  of  his  studies,  which  ranged  over  nearly 
all  the  classics,  and  many  English  historians,  notably  Clarendon 
and  Burnet,  of  whom  he  was  especially  fond.  It  is,  of  course,  well 
known  that  he  was  an  excellent  classical  scholar,  and  could  read 
both  Latin  and  Greek  currently.  As  he  read,  any  passage  that 
struck  him  as  being  of  special  importance  was  transcribed, 
translated,  and  not  unfrequently  illustrated  by  parallel  passages 
from  modem  writers.  Some  of  these  parallels  are  most  sug- 
gestive, and  there  have  been  many  worse  annotators  to  a  Greek 
tragedy  than  William  Lamb.  He  was  also  an  ardent  philolo- 
gist and  a  bit  of  a  grammarian.  But,  interesting  as  the  book  is, 
it  would  be  unfair  to  quote  to  any  great  extent  remarks  that 
were  evidently  jotted  down  without  an  afterthought.  Still  more 
unfair  would  it  be  to  quote  renderings  into  verse  from  the  Greek 
tragedians,  which  were  seldom  completed,  and  evidently  never 
retouched. 

The  following  passage,  translated  from  Herodotus,  *  Thalia,' 
229.  will  illustrate  William  Lamb's  method  of  reading : — 

*  When  Cambyses  felt  that  the  wound  was  mortal, 
he  inquired  what  the  name  of  that  city  might  be.  Tliey 
answered  him,  Ecbatana.  But  it  had  been  before  told 
him  by  the  oracle  of  Butum  that  he  should  end  his  life 
in  Ecbatana.  He  indeed  conceived  that  he  should  die 
old  in  Ecbatana  in  Media,  where  all  his  power  and  pos- 
sessions lay.  But  the  oracle  intended  this  Ecbatana  in 
Syria.  And  when  upon  this  inquiry  he  heard  the  name 
of  the  city,  beinjj  struck  both  with  the  misfortune  which 
had  come  upon  him  in  the  insurrection  of  the  Priest 
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(Magus)  and  with  his  wound,  he  recovered  his  right 
mind  and  said,  "  Here,  then,  it  is  the  fate  of  Cambyses, 
the  son  of  Cyrus,  to  die." ' 

See  the  death  of  Henry  IV.  in  Shakespeare : — 

K.  Hen.  Doth  any  name  particular  belong 
Unto  the  lodging  where  I  first  did  swoon  ? 

War,  Tis  called  Jerusalem,  my  noble  lord. 

K,  Hen,  Laud  be  to  God  ! — even  there  my  life  must  end. 
It  hath  been  prophesyed  to  me  many  years, 
I  should  not  die  but  in  Jerusalem ; 
Which  vainly  I  supposed  the  Holy  Land : — 
But,  bear  me  to  that  chamber ;  there  I'll  lie  ; 
In  that  Jerusalem  shall  Harry  die.^ 

A  parallel  between  Alcibiades  and  Charles  Fox  is  perhaps 
rather  obvious,  but  it  shows  that  Mr.  Lamb  was  no  longer  con- 
tent to  accept  without  qualification  the  political  traditions  of  his 
family : — 

*For  being  in  high  consideration  with  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  indulged  in  devises  and  pursuits,  such  as  the 
breeding  of  horses,  and  expenses  far  beyond  his  means. 
Tliis  conduct  of  his  was  in  the  end  not  the  least  cause 
of  the  overthrow  of  the  Athenian  republic.  For  many 
of  the  people  became  greatly  alarmed,  as  well  at  his 
manner  of  living,  so  contrary  to  the  habits  and  customs 
of  his  country,  as  at  the  great  power  of  understanding 
which  he  betrayed  in  everything  he  undertook,  and^ 
considering  him  as  aiming  at  the  possession  of  absolute 
authority,  conceived  an  inveterate  enmity  against  him. 
Insomuch  that,  although  he  conducted  in  his  public 
capacity  the  war  with  the  greatest  ability,  yet  persons 
were  in  private  so  disgusted  with  his  pursuits  and 
habits,  that  they  committed  the  management  of  affairs 
to  other  hands,  and  in  no  very  long  time  effected  the 
destruction  of  the  State.'  ^ 

*  Henry  IV.  part  ii.  act  4,  last  scene.  -  Thucydides,  vi  15,  4. 

o  2 
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Upon  this  passage  it  may  first  be  showed  how  much 
the  private  life  of  Alcibiades  affected,  not  only  his  own 
interests,  but  the  more  important  ones  of  his  country. 
Secondly,  how  similar  are  the  means  by  which  Alci- 
biades lost  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-countrymen  to 
those  which  alienated  the  affections  and  confidence  of  a 
large  portion  of  this  nation  from  Mr.  Fox.  First  of  all, 
the  horse-racing  and  expensive  pursuits ;  secondly,  the 
contempt  of  the  feelings  and  habits  of  his  own  country ; 
thirdly,  the  power  of  his  understanding,  which,  joined 
with  the  former  two,  became  an  object  of  terror  rather 
than  of  hope  and  confidence.  '/29  rupaan/iSo^  ini^Ov- 
fiovvTL  noke/jLLoi  KadeoTacrav  might  have  been  written  by 
a  Ministerial  historian  of  the  proceedings  upon,  and  the 
consequences  of,  the  India  Bill.^ 

Unlike  Colonel  Newcome,  he  would  have  little  or  nothing  to 
do  with  translations.     Thus  he  writes : — 

All  translations  from  the  ancient  into  modem  lan- 
guages are  flat,  tame,  and  insipid  ;  and,  however  faith- 
fully they  convey  the  sense,  however  exact  the  transla- 
tion may  be,  they  do  not  impress  it  upon  the  mind  with 
any  of  the  strength  or  force  of  the  original ;  so  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to  learn 
even  the  facts,  of  much  greater  to  catch  any  of  the 
spirit  of  ancient  history,  either  from  translations  or 
from  narratives  compiled  from  the  works  of  ancient 
authors.  I  have  read  over  Leland,  Mitford,  and  others — 
authors  of  great  labour  and  merit,  the  second,  particu- 
larly, a  writer  of  great  learning,  of  a  searching  and 
examining  spirit — and  have  retained  nothing  clear  or 
connected  from  the  perusal.     But  Herodotus,  in  the 

*  WTien  the  caricatures  represented  him  as  Carlo  Fox  Khan,  riding  on 
an  elephant. 
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original,  has  in  a  few  days  given  me  a  better  knowledge 
of  what  is  known  of  the  times  the  story  of  which  he 
recounts  than  the  others  have  in  many  months,  or, 
indeed,  I  believe,  ever  would  have  done.^ 

Here  are  some  more  general  remarks : — 

A  curious  book  might  be  made  of  the  great  actions 
which  have  been  performed  by  persons  whose  names 
have  not  been  preserved,  the  glories  of  the  anony- 
mous.* 

If  any  observation  strikes  you  to  be  made  upon  a 
book  you  are  reading,  sift  it  to  the  bottom  before  you 
go  any  further,  and  do  not,  from  idleness,  mark  the  page 
and  leave  the  subject  to  be  reconsidered  hereafter. 
You  never  can  return  to  a  book  with  the  same  recollec- 
tion of  the  connection  of  its  parts,  with  the  same  vivid 
impressions — in  short,  with  a  mind  so  well  prepared  to 
work  vigorously  and  effectually  upon  it,  as  you  had 
when  you  were  engaged  in  the  first  regular  perusal 
of  it. 

In  works  of  imagination,  or  where  the  principal 
beauty  arises  from  the  force  and  liveliness  of  the  ex- 
pression, the  first  sketch  is  apt  to  be  the  best.  But  if 
you  have  to  write  two  letters  upon  the  same  subject, 
and  that  subject  rather  a  difficult  and  intricate  one,  the 
second  letter  will  not  only  be  written  with  greater 
facility,  but  will  be  found,  when  finished,  to  be  much  the 
shortest,  easiest,  and  clearest. 

Some  persons  who  have  themselves  no  relish  for  the 
works  of  Ilomer  and  Virgil  and  the  other  ancient 
writers,  determine  in  consequence  that  those  authors 

*  However,  the  story  of  Aristodemus,  as  told  by  Mitford  (v.  228),  is 
described  later  on  as  *  a  good  subject  for  a  tragedj'.* 

■''  Suggested  by  Tacitus' s  story  of  a  Roman  prisoner.    Hist.  iv.  ch.  34. 
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are  deficient  in  the  real  beauties  of  composition,  and  that 
their  reputation  only  arises  from  the  blindness,  ignorance, 
and  prejudice  of  their  admirers.  Sir  Joshua  Eeynolds 
tells  us  in  his  works  that  when  he  first  saw  the  paintings 
in  the  Vatican  he  was  to  the  highest  degree  mortified 
and  dispirited  at  finding  how  little  he  was  gratified 
with  them.  His  conclusion  from  this  efiect  was,  not 
that  these  works  were  undeserving  of  the  high  reputation 
which  they  enjoyed,  but  that  he  himself  had  made  very 
little  real  proficiency  in  the  true  principles  and  taste  of 
his  art.  Those  who  detract  from  and  condemn  by 
wholesale  the  works  of  the  ancients  would  do  well, 
perhaps,  to  consider  whether  an  inference  similar  to 
that  of  the  modest  and  enlightened  artist  would  not  be 
more  just  than  that  which  they  so  presumptuously  and 
precipitately  draw  from  their  feelings  and  judgment 
upon  this  subject. 

Never  disregard  a  book  because  the  author  of  it  is  a 
ridiculous  fellow. 

Nothing  injures  poetry  so  much  as  over-consideration 
and  cold  and  critical  correction.  If  an  expression  be 
bold  and  striking,  if  at  first  sight  it  impresses  on  the 
mind  a  patriotic  or  a  sublime  feehng,  though  upon 
weighing  it  over  and  over  you  should  find  that  it  is 
subject  to  some  ambiguity  or  misconstruction,  or  that 
in  some  other  way  it  may  be  critically  erroneous,  do  not 
advise  the  author  to  alter  it.  It  will  have  upon  the  first 
reading  the  same  effect  upon  others  as  it  had  upon  you  ; 
that  first  effect  is  the  object  of  poetry,  and  leaves  an 
impression  which  outweighs  a  hundred  verbal  or  even 
argumentative  objections. 

*  It  is  after  the  manner  of  the  Greeks  to  honour  our 
relations,  and  jilso  not  to  seek  to  be  superior  to  the 
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laws.*  ^  These  expressions  of  respect  for  the  laws,  of 
their  inviolability,  are  frequent  in  the  Greek  tragic  poets, 
and  from  them  we  might  collect  that  they  did  not  live 
under  an  absolute  monarchy.  Mr.  Hume  has  observed, 
as  an  argument  against  the  existence  of  limitations  to 
the  power  of  the  king  in  England,  that  throughout 
Shakespeare  there  is  no  use  of  the  word  or  mention  of 
Liberty  in  the  sense  in  which  we  now  understand  it,  but 
there  are  many  expressions  of  the  same  nature  and 
import  as  is  above  cited,  which  prove  that  Shakespeare 
knew  and  understood  and  prized  that  which  is  the  real 
safeguard  of  Liberty,  the  certainty  of  Law : — 

*  It  may  not  be ;  there  is  no  power  in  Venice 
Can  alter  a  decree  estabhshed,'  &c. 

See  the  whole  scene  of  the  trial  in  the  *  Merchant  of 
Venice.' 

Pindar,  after  wishing  fresh  victories  to  the  champion 
whom  he  is  celebrating,  goes  on  thus : — 

*  He  who  possesses  a  secret  hoard  of  wealth,  smiles 
in  the  consciousness  of  his  superiority  to  others — even 
in  paying  his  debt  to  death  he  knows  it  is  not  without 
glory.'  ^  If  the  sublime  be  in  those  passages,  as  Longinus 
says,  which  produce  any  inward  glorying  and  exaltation 
of  spirit,  there  is  no  poet  more  truly  sublime  than 
Pindar,  nor  any  passage  in  Pindar  more  highly  so  than 
the  fore^oin^. 

Scholars    will,    perhaps,    find    interest    in     the    following 
remarks : — 

ovofia  8*  kKOLO'Tov  8taT/)t)8i7  ttoXXi^  Xeycti', 

'  Euripides,  Orestes,  486.  '  Pindar,  lath,  i.  96. 

*  Euripides*  Phcenisate,  751.     *  It  would  cause  much  delay  to  tell  the 
name  of  each  foeman  as  he  sat  beneath  the  walls.* 
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This  passage  seems  to  be  a  censure  upon  ^Eschylus, 
who,  in  the  same  circumstances,  does  go  through  the 
names  of  the  commanders,  but  may  be  taken  as  a  mode 
of  avoiding  the  servihty  and  competition  of  the  same 
task.  Great  proof  of  the  attention  that  was  paid  to  the 
art  and  power  of  the  poet  in  Athens,  that  novelty  of 
story  seems  to  have  been  so  little  attended  to.  Succeed- 
ing poets  seem  to  have  a  pride  in  working  upoji  the 
stories  which  had  been  successfully  treated  by^  their 
predecessors,  and  simply  to  see  in  what  instances  they 
could  construct  the  story  better.  Thus  each  of  the 
three  great  tragic  poets  has  a  play  on  the  story  of 
Electra.  No  instance  of  such  competition  upon  our 
stage  except  the  *  Anthony  and  Cleopatra'  of  Shake- 
speare and  the  *  All  for  Love '  of  Dryden.  In  Eiijgland, 
a  new  tragedy  upon  Jane  Shore  would  be  damned  by 
its  very  name. 

Superiority  of  judgment  shown  by  -^schylus  in  his 

*  Clioephoroe '    in    two  points    over   Sophocles   in   his 

*  Electra.'  First,  the  solemn  and  formal  manner  in 
which  Clytemnestra  receives  the  news  of  the  death  of 
Orestes.  Secondly,  the  entirely  withdrawing  Electra 
from  any  share  in  the  actual  killing  of  Clytemnestra. 
In  this  latter  point  the  play  of  Euripides  upon  the  sub- 
ject is  still  more  shocking  and  revolting  than  that  of 
Sophocles. 

Superiority  of  Shakespeare  to  all  tragedians.     Read 

*  Choeplioroe  '  '  Electra '  of  Sophocles,  *  Electra '  of 
Euripides,    'Semiramis'    of  Voltaire,    and   then    read 

*  Hamlet.'  Eead  '  Zaire ' — certainly  a  most  complete 
and  striking  tragedy — and  then  read  'Othello,'  and  you 
will  discover  it. 

In  spit^  of,  or  rather  perhaps  because  of,  his  enormous 
reading  William   Lamb  shrank  from  authorship,  and  beyond 
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collecting  materials  for  a  Life  of  Sheridan — which  were  used  to 
a  slight  extent  by  Moore — and  writing  some  reviews  and  occa- 
sional poems  for  the  Literary  Gazette,^  he  made  few  or  no 
appearances  in  print.  His  reasons  for  abstinence  from  publica- 
tion may  be  collected  from  the  following  remarks : — 

Persons  who  have  industry  enough  to  collect  infor- 
mation, have  rarely  ability  enough  to  make  use  of  it ; 
and,  vice  versd,  those  who  have  ability  to  make  use  of  it 
have  not  industry  to  collect  it ;  and  so  by  far  the  larger 
share  of  the  talents  of  mankind  is  rendered  useless.  Be- 
fore you  decide  upon  writing,  ascertain  what  is  really 
wanted  to  be  written — a  task  which  will  require  a  good 
deal  of  reading  to  enable  you  to  perform. 

I  have  read  too  much  and  too  little.  So  much,  that 
it  has  extinguished  all  the  original  fire  of  my  genius, 
and  yet  not  enough  to  furnish  me  with  the  power  of 
writing  works  of  mature  thinking  and  solid  instruction. 

The  Note-book  contains  numerous  observations  on  society, 
sometimes  written — as  might  be  expected  from  the  writer's  dis- 
position and  circumstances — in  a  decidedly  cynical  vein.^ 

Give  every  subject  and  every  expression,  if  you  can, 

'  As  the  Autobiography  of  William  Jerdan,  the  editor  of  the  Literary 
Gazette,  is  for  the  most  part  without  dates,  it  is  impossible  to  say  when 
William  Lamb's  contributions  to  the  paper  began,  or  when  they  ended. 
The  only  one  identified  by  Jerdan  is  the  graceful  poem  beginning  : — 

*  What !  is  the  ancient  shepherd  dead, 
The  patriarch  of  the  mountains  gone  ? ' 

The  obituary  notice  of  Lady  Caroline  in  the  Gazette  has  been  attributed 
to  William  Lamb,  but  can  hardly  be  his  work.  As  for  his  relations  with 
Jerdan,  according  to  the  Autobiography,  they  *  never  grew  to  intimacy, 
nothing  beyond  an  occasional  friendly  intercourse.*  Certainly,  Lord 
Melbourne's  answers  to  Jerdan's  subsequent  appeals  for  assistance  in  lite- 
rary ventures  were  couched  in  the  most  formal  terms,  and  invariably  in 
the  negative. 

'  The  motto  of  the  book  is,  *  If  a  thought  arises  in  your  mind  which 
you  think  worthy  of  being  preserved,  write  it  down  immediately  ;  if  you 
delay,  you  have  lost  it.'  And  two  passages  follow,  one  from  the  Ramblery 
the  other  from  Aristotle,  illustrative  of  the  positiveness  of  youth. 
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an  indecent  turn ;  that  makes  a  witty  man.  Impute  to 
every  action  a  base  or  wicked  motive ;  that  makes  a 
profound  and  sagacious  man.  Act  without  regard  to 
times  and  circumstances  in  a  manner  which  is  best 
calculated  to  defeat  your  own  objects ;  that  makes  an 
incorrupt  and  honest  man. 

Your  friends  praise  your  abilities  to  the  skies,  submit 
to  you  in  argument,  and  seem  to  have  the  greatest  defer- 
ence for  you ;  but,  though  they  may  ask  it,  you  never 
find  them  following  your  advice  upon  their  own  affairs, 
nor  allowing  you  to  manage  your  own  without  thinking 
that  you  should  follow  theirs.  Thus,  in  fact,  they  all 
think  themselves  wiser  than  you,  whatever  they  may  say. 

Among  the  smaller  accidents  of  life  no  one  gives 
more  pain  at  the  time,  nor  is  recollected  with  greater 
vexation,  than  the  having  blurted  out  in  company  some- 
thing which  applies  disagreeably  to  the  situation  or 
connections  of  some  one  who  is  present ;  not  because 
we  have  hurt  the  feelings  of  another,  but  because  our 
own  vanity  is  mortified  at  having  made  so  egregious  a 
blunder. 

You  should  never  assume  contempt  for  that  which 
it  is  not  very  manifest  that  you  have  it  in  your  power  to 
possess,  nor  does  a  wit  ever  make  a  more  contemptible 
figure  than  when,  in  attempting  satire,  he  shows  that 
he  does  not  understand  that  which  he  would  make  the 
object  of  his  ridicule. 

It  wounds  a  man  less  to  confess  that  he  has  failed 
in  any  pursuit  through  idleness,  neglect,  the  love  of 
pleasure,  &c.,  &c.,  which  are  his  own  faults,  than 
through  incapacity  and  unfitness,  which  are  the  faults 
of  his  nature. 

When  a  man  is  determined  by  his  own  inclination 
either  to- act  or  not  to  act  in  a  particular  manner,  he 
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invariably  sets  about  devising  an  argument  by  which 
he  may  justify  himself  to  himself  for  the  line  he  is  about 
to  pursue. 

Persons  in  general  are  sufficiently  ready  to  set  them- 
selves off  by  communicating  their  knowledge,  but  they 
are  not  so  willing  to  communicate  their  ignorance. 
They  are  apt,  both  in  writing  and  conversation,  to  stop 
when  they  come  to  the  precise  difficulty  of  the  subject 
which  they  are  unable  to  get  over,  with  such  common 
phrases  as  *  it  were  easy  to  push  these  considerations 
much  further,'  or  '  with  the  rest  you  are  perfectly  well 
acquainted.'  Now  every  man,  almost  upon  every  subject, 
is  acquainted  with  that  of  which  another  is  ignorant ; 
and  the  consequence  of  this  false  shame  is  that  much  less 
mutual  assistance  than  might  be  given  is  given^  and 
human  knowledge  is  less  complete  and  accurate  than 
there  exist  the  means  of  its  being  rendered. 

Wrong  as  it  is,  I  never  can  feel  repentance  or  regret 
for  the  hours  which  I  have  passed  in  pursuits  which 
really  amused  me  at  the  time,  although  they  were 
pursuits  of  folly  or  vice.  But  I  look  back  with  great 
dissatisfaction  and  remorse  upon  the  months  and  years 
which  I  have  spent  in  idleness,  in  sleeping  and  saunter- 
ing, as  much  without  present  pleasure  as  future  fruit 
and  advantage.^ 

Neither  man  nor  woman  can  be  worth  anything 
until  they  have  discovered  that  they  are  fools.  This  is 
the  first  step  towards  becoming  either  estimable  or 
agreeable,  and  until  it  be  taken  there  is  no  hope.     The 

'  The  remark  was  suggested  by  Aristotle :  *  And  for  the  most  part 
strong  desires  are  followed  by  some  pleasure.  A  satisfaction  results  from 
the  recollection  of  how  they  have  been  gratified,  or  from  the  expectation 
of  how  they  will  be.  As  those  who  in  burning  fevers  are  afflicted  with 
thirst  have  a  pleasure  in  the  memory  of  having  drunk,  and  in  the  hope 
of  drinking  again.* 
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sooner  the  discovery  is  made  the  better,  as  there  is 
more  time  and  power  for  taking  advantage  of  it.  Some- 
times the  great  truth  is  found  out  too  late  to  apply  it 
to  any  effectual  remedy.  Sometimes  it  is  never  found 
out  at  all ;  and  these  form  the  desperate  and  inveterate 
cases  of  folly,  self-conceit,  and  impertinence. 

These  extracts  may  not  unfitly  conclude  with  a  dissertation 
on  keeping  accounts,  which,  except  in  that  it  fails  to  mention 
the  possibilities  of  staving  off  a  settlement  by  an  occasional  five- 
pound  note  *  on  account,'  is  a  complete  guide  for  the  impe- 
cunious : — 

'  You  must  pay  the  amount  of  the  debts  which  you 
contract.'  This  is  a  position  which  cannot  be  denied, 
and  therefore  it  is  absurd,  as  some  persons  do,  to  trust 
to  expedients,  to  accurate  keeping  of  accounts,  and 
close  investigation  of  the  articles  of  bills,  instead  of  be- 
taking themselves  to  the  retrenclmaent  of  their  expenses. 
These  are  the  companions  and  guardians  of  economy, 
but  they  are  not  economy  itself.  The  account-book 
may  be  examined  every  month  with  the  utmost  regu- 
larity, and  the  balance  found  on  the  wrong  side  at  every 
examination.  The  great  advantage  of  keeping  accounts 
is  that  an  exact  knowledge  of  your  past  expenditure 
enables  you  to  form  an  exact  estimate  for  the  future. 
At  the  same  time  manaf]^ement  will  do  something.  If 
your  expenditure  either  amounts  to  or  somewhat  ex- 
ceeds your  income,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  great  con- 
venience not  to  purchase  the  whole  of  any  one  material 
article  at  one  shop.  It  will  be  found  more  convenient 
to  have  25/.  each  to  pay  to  four  tradesmen,  than  100/. 
to  one.  A  creditor  is  less  anxious  after  a  smaller  debt. 
If  it  is  required,  two  out  of  the  four  may  probably 
be  induced  to  wait  somewhat  longer,  when  the  one 
has  probably  an  immediate  necessity  for  so   large    a 
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sum  of  money.  In  short,  a  man  to  whom  you  owe  a 
great  deal  which  it  is  inconvenient  for  you  to  pay  is 
your  master,  and  of  a  man  to  whom  you  owe  a  few 
pounds,  which  you  can  tlirow  upon  his  counter  at  any 
time,  you  are  the  master ;  and  this  latter  appears  to  me 
much  the  most  natural  order  of  things.  It  may  be 
said  that  no  one  of  the  four  is  under  so  great  an  obli- 
gation to  you  as  the  one ;  and  that,  therefore,  you  do 
not  make  so  fast  a  friend  by  the  one  method  as  by  the 
other.  But  then  each  of  them  is  in  continued  hope 
that  he  shall  soon  obtain  your  sole  custom,  and  so  is 
under  the  influence  of  expectation  of  future  advantage, 
which  is  full  as  strong  as  gratitude  for  past  services. 

If  you  make  an  estimate  of  your  expenses  for  the 
coming  year,  and  upon  that  estimate  you  find  that  they 
exactly  amount  to  or  only  fall  httle  short  of  your  in- 
come, you  may  be  sure  that  you  are  an  embarrassed,  if 
not  a  ruined  man. 

Wealth  is  so  much  the  greatest  good  that  Fortune 
has  to  bestow  that  in  the  Latin  and  English  languages 
it  has  usurped  her  name. 
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CHAPTER  IV     - 

WILLIAM   LAMB   AS  A   CANNINGITE 

1816-1830 

When  William  Lamb  re-entered  the  House  of  Commons  in  1816, 
as  member  for  Northampton,*  he  was  a  Whig  in  name,  and 
continued  to  sit  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  but  a 
Canningite  in  deed.  It  is  probable  that  almost  from  the  first 
he  was  out  of  sympathy  with  many  of  the  Whig  tenets.  The 
tenderness  for  Napoleon  which  prevailed  at  Holland  House  had 
little  attraction  for  him,  despit/O  his  disapproval  of  the  methods 
by  which  the  war  was  carried  on ;  and  he  felt  that  while  England 
was  fighting  for  existence  the  cry  for  reforms  might  well  be 
hushed. 

*  One  great  diflference  between  the  conduct  of  the 
reformers  of  the  present  day  and  those  of  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  is  that  the  latter  chose  a  period  of  perfect 
tranquillity  and  security  from  external  enemies,  a 
period  when  almost  all  foreign  nations  were  by  their 
own  distractions  disabled  from  interfering  with  England, 
for  putting  into  execution  their  schemes  of  amelioration. 
The  former  exclaim  against  grievances  and  press  the 
most  vital  measures  at  a  moment  when  the  power  and 
inveteracy  of  France  threatens  our  existence  as  an  in- 
dependent nation.'  ^ 

He  deplored,  also,  the  mistaken  action  of  the  King  at  the 
commencement  of  his  reign, 

'  He  was  returned  on  April  16  in  the  room  of  Geor^i^e  Ponsonby.  Mr. 
Torrens  says  he  was  elected  by  Portarlington,  and  soon  afterwards  by 
Peterborough.  Mr.  Lamb  was  elected  for  Portarlington  in  1807,  and 
Peterborough  is  evidently  a  slip  for  Northampton. 

'^  Suggested  by  Thucydides,  iii.  s.  88.  *  Persons  who,  to  describe  them 
in  one  word,  are  looking  after  something  dilTerent  from  the  sUite  of  society 
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*  because,  by  indisposing  and  alienating  the  great 
families  from  the  Court,  to  which  they  were  naturally 
sufficiently  attached,  he  raised  up  an  opposition  more 
bitter  and  inveterate  than  any  other,  from  the  dis- 
appointment of  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  just 
pretensions,  and  who,  as  they  were  more  disposed,  so 
from  their  natural  strength  in  the  country  were  they 
the  more  able,  to  go  to  greater  lengths  both  in  language 
and  measures  than  an  opposition  differently  constituted 
would  have  been  prepared  for,  or,  indeed,  than  would 
have  been  suffered  in  them  if  they  had  attempted  it.' 

William  Lamb  was  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  value  of 
party  ties,  and  persuaded  himself,  rather  paradoxically,  that — 

'  in  politics  you  may  serve  the  cause  of  wisdom  and 
justice  better  by  remaining  with  those  to  whom  you 
have  attached  yourself,  even  after  you  disapprove  much 
of  their  conduct  and  prefer  that  of  their  adversaries, 
than  by  leaving  them.  Nothing  can  justify  a  man  in 
unsettling  the  minds  of  others,  weakening  the  force  of 
reverence,  authority,  and  example,  except  a  conviction 
as  clear  and  strong  respecting  the  consequences  of  con- 
tinuing in  the  faith  of  his  fathers  as  that  which  is 
stated  in  the  text.'  ^ 

Still,  the  via  media  of  Canningism  possessed  great  attractions 
for  a  man  abhorrent  of  extremes,  and,  early  prejudices  once 
thrown  to  the  winds,  the  personality  of  the  great  statesman  did 
the  rest.     '  Canning  told  me,'  or,  '  I  remember  Canning  saying,' 

in  which  we  live  without  sufficient  understanding  of  our  present  circum* 
stances.' 

*  This  remark  was  caUed  forth  by  Burnet's  story  about  Peter  Walsh, 
the  Franciscan,  who,  though  a  Protestant  by  conviction,  determined  to 
remain  a  Catholic,  saying  that  *  No  man  ought  to  forsake  the  religion  in 
which  he  was  bom  and  bred,  unless  he  was  most  clearly  convinced  that 
he  most  certainly  would  be  damned  if  he  continued  in  it.' — History  of 
His  Ovm  Tvmesy  p.  195,  fol.  ed. 
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are  phrases  which  occur  frequently  in  Lord  Melbourne's  later 
letters,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  influenced  during 
his  career  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Canning  more  than  by 
any  other  political  leader.  The  process  of  conversion  was,  in- 
deed, fairly  complete  in  1812,  when  Brougham,  the  self-consti- 
tuted censor  of  the  Opposition,  complained  to  Lord  Grey  that 
Lamb  was  as  much  of  a  Canningite  as  J.  W.  Ward,  and  declared 
that  his  defeat  at  the  polls  was  not  to  be  regretted.* 

As  to  his  own  status  as  a  politician,  William  Lamb  had 
moments  of  doubt  and  diffidence. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  says,  somewhere  or  another,  that 
he  is  certain  that  God  enlarges  and  enlightens  the  un- 
derstanding of  men  when  they  are  sitting  in  Courts  of 
Justice.  Such  is  the  difference  between  a  man  wlio  by  his 
habits  and  feelings  is  formed  for  public  affairs,  and  one 
who  is  unfitted  for  them.  The  former  finds  himself  en- 
couraged, invigorated,  and  strengthened  by  the  con- 
sciousness that  he  is  acting  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion 
before  the  eyes  of  men,  subject  to  their  censure  in  his 
failure,  but  sure  to  reap  their  approbation  by  his  suc- 
cess. All  these  circumstances  oppress  and  overv\^helm 
the  latter,  and  deprive  him  of  the  use  of  those  powers 
which  perhaps  he  possesses  in  an  eminent  degree.  By 
this  [Sir  E.  Coke's  saying]  we  must,  of  course,  under- 
stand that  he  found  in  that  situation  his  own  mental 
perceptions  more  quick  and  clear,  and  his  judgment 
more  settled  and  distinct,  than  upon  other  occasions. 
For  myself,  I  must  own  the  House  of  Commons  has  upon 
me  quite  a  different  effect.     I  can  walk  in  the  shrubbery 

'  Letters  to  Lord  Grey  of  August  2  and  October  6,  1812  {Brougham's 
Life  and  Times,  vol.  ii.).  There  is  malevolence  but  some  truth  in  his 
remark  that  politicians  like  Ward  and  Lamb  had  a  weakness  *  for  little 
prize  essays  of  speeches,  got  up  and  polished,  and  useless,  quite  useless, 
for  affairs.  To  have  Canning,  the  leader  in  this  line,  against  them,  and 
sneering  at  them,  they  do  not  like ;  and  not  being  men  of  very  great  minds 
(though  very  good  and  clever  men — one  part  of  them,  at  least)  they  would 
fain  at  all  costs  be  with  him.' 
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here  at  Brocket  Hall  and  reason  and  enlarge  npon  almost 
any  topic ;  but  in  the  House  of  Connnons,  whether  it  be 
from  apprehension,  or  heat,  or  long  waiting,  or  the 
tediousness  of  much  of  what  I  hear,  a  torpor  of  all  my 
fticuhies  almost  always  comes  upon  me,  and  I  feel  as 
if  I  had  neither  ideas  nor  opinions,  even  upon  the 
subjects  which  interest  me  the  most  deeply. 

The  opinion  of  others,  however,  was  widely  different.  Lord 
Castlereagh  said  that  he  might  become  Premier  if  he  would  only 
shake  off  his  carelessness — a  failing  apparent  rather  than  real  — 
and  set  about  it ;  and  the  Regent,  no  mean  judge  of  character, 
remarked  with  emphasis,  '  Sligo,  mark  my  words,  that  man  will, 
some  day  or  other,  be  Prime  Minister/ 

Still,  during  the  next  few  years  his  career  does  not  call  for 
any  protracted  comment.  He  incurred  additional  unpopularity 
with  the  Whigs  by  voting  for  the  Suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  m  1816,  and  by  supporting  the  Six  Acts  in  1820. 
In  1819,  however.  Lamb,  who,  on  November  29,  exchanged  his 
seat  for  Northampton  for  the  representation  of  Hertfordshire,  is 
found  acting  with  his  old  friends,  and  supporting  Lord  Althorp's 
motion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  country.  It  is 
probable  that  George  Ijamb,  who  was  waging  contents  for  West- 
minster, in  which  success  alternated  with  failure,  was  more  before 
the  public,  though  he  received  valuable  support  in  his  canvass 
from  his  eldest  brother. 

In  1822  Canning,  on  the  suicide  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  be- 
came Foreign  Secretary  and  Leader  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  following  speculations  of  Lamb's,  which  have  hardly  been 
fulfilled,  were  not  impossibly  evoked  by  the  great  sentence :  '  I 
called  the  New  World  into  existence  to  redress  the  balance  of 
the  Old.' 

What  a  pros})ect  does  the  establishment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Sonth  America  open  to  the  imagination  ! 
Hereafter,  when  great  and  mighty  States,  nnder  what- 
ever form  of  government,  insnlar  and  continental,  shall 
have  arisen  in  the  New  World,  when  cnlture  shall  have 
covered  the  face  and  popnlation  spread  itself  throngh- 

II 
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out  the  extent  of  those  vast  regions,  when  armies  shall 
be  raised  proportionable  to  that  population,  when 
arsenals  shall  be  fonnecl  capable  of  equipping  and 
harbours  of  containing  the  fleets  which  their  boundless 
forests  afford  the  power  of  building,  the  affairs  of  our 
times  and  our  countries,  which  appear  to  us  so  weighty 
and  gigantic,  wuU  be  looked  upon  by  the  philosophers 
and  statesmen  of  those  periods  in  the  same  manner  as 
we  regard  the  history  of  the  contests  between  the  States 
of  Greece  or  of  Italy.  The  violent  and  desperate  reli- 
gious war  of  thirty  years,  the  war  of  the  Succession,  so 
important  in  its  consequences,  and,  lastly,  the  over- 
whelming and  devouring  war  of  the  French  Revolution, 
will  be  considered,  perhaps,  as  we  consider  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  war,  as  a  series  of  actions  in  which  great  virtues 
were  exercised  and  great  talents  displayed,  but  utterly 
insignificant  when  compared  to  the  great  armies  now  in 
motion  and  the  vast  territories  now  in  dispute. 

Of  the  change  that  promptly  came  over  the  conduct  of  affairs 
Lord  Melbourne,  long  afterwards,  gave  a  description  in  a  letter 
to  Lord  Tavistock  :— 

windwr      When  I  found  that  I  had  left  the  Duke's  ^  letters 

St^^ember  ^^^  ^^  ^7  ^^^>  ^  P^^  them  iuto  another  cover 
14, 1888.      g^jj^  directed  them.     I  hope  you  have  received 

them.  I  should  think  that  John's  wishes,  as  you  explain 
them,  could  surely  be  carried  into  effect.  It  is  only 
doing  what,  in  fact,  ought  to  be  done,  and  was  done  by 
Canning  in  the  year  1822.  Partly  from  the  easiness  of 
his  nature,  which  let  everybody  do  as  they  liked,  partly 
from  a  knack  which  he  had  of  shufflhig  over  important 
questions  nobody  knew  how,  and  partly  from  jealousy 
of  Canning,  Castlereagh  had  either  taken  or  suffered  to 

'  That  iR,  the  Diike  of  Bedford. 
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be  cast  upon  him  the  whole  business  of  the  House  and 
management  of  every  question.  When  Canning  suc- 
ceeded to  him  he — for  I  had  a  conversation  with  him 
upon  the  subject — ^>\'ho,  whether  from  consciousness  of 
his  own  superiority  or  from  more  generous  feehngs,  had 
no  jealousy  of  anybody,  at  once  determined  to  put  an 
end  to  this,  to  make  each  Minister  transact  his  own 
business,  to  obtain  as  much  assistance  as  he  could,  and 
only  himself  to  exercise  a  general  superintendence,  and 
to  come  forward  when  he  was  required.  This  was  the 
right  state  of  things,  and  this  may  surely  be  restored. 
There  are  some  advantages  in  doing  all  yourself,  par- 
ticularly— which  is  not  the  case  at  present — if  you 
have  any  sulky,  refractory,  discontented,  or  crotchety 
colleagues.  Silence  and  absence  are  good  tests  for 
sulkinessand  ill-humour.     Adieu. 

AU  this  while  he  was  making  up  his  mind  and  bringing  his 
readhig  to  bear  upon  the  great  questions  of  the  day — Catholic 
Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Reform.  His  notes  on  Catholic 
Emancipation  are  numerous;  Herodotus  and  Bishop  Burnet, 
the  Argives  of  Ancient  Greece  and  the  Huguenots  of  France, 
are  all  pressed  into  service.  As  might  be  expected,  his  con- 
clusions are  more  optimistic  than  those  of  a  later  period,  when, 
surveying  the  question,  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  '  The  worst 
of  it  is,  that  the  fools  were  in  the  right.' 

Wlien  it  is  said  that  the  granting  the  Catholic 
question  would  have  no  effect  in  conciliating  the  Irish, 
we  overlook  the  effect  of  general  feeling.  When  dis- 
tressed manufacturers  turn  factious,  when  ploughmen 
out  of  work  set  fire  to  barns  and  ricks,  it  arises  from  a 
general  unreasoning  spirit  of  violence,  w^hich  is  gene- 
rated in  their  minds  by  their  distressed  circumstances,  a 
malignant,  but  to  the  uncultivated  mind  not  unnatural, 
wish  of  involving  others  in  the  distress  which  they 
themselves  are  suffering,  a  bitter  comparison  between 

H  2 
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their  own  miseiy  and  the  prosperity  of  their  neighbours. 
The  feelings  of  contentment  are  often  as  bhnd  and  as 
little  founded  on  the  real  advantage  of  those  who  in- 
dulge them  as  the  feelings  of  dissatisfaction,  and  the 
granting  of  such  a  boon,  the  deliverance  from  such  a 
badge  of  inferiority,  would  spread  a  general  sunshine 
without  much  reference  to  the  actual  share  of  benefit 
obtained  either  by  individuals  or  by  bodies  of  the  com- 
munity. 

My  opinion  is  for  gi-anting  civil  rights,  as  far  as 
such  equality  is  compatible  with  safety  both  to  the 
doctrines  and  the  superiority  of  the  Protestant  estab- 
lishment. As  to  all  the  resolutions  which  have  been 
entered  into  at  their  meetings  declaring  their  right  to 
unqualified  concession,  the  best  answer  would  be  the 
enactment  of  the  measure  with  such  limitations  and 
under  such  conditions  as  may  seem  good  to  the  wisdom 
of  Parliament. 

In  the  same  way  he  was  considering  the  question  of  Reform, 
and  fortifying  his  mind  by  large  doses  of  Cobbett's  '  Parlia- 
mentary History,'  Aristotle's  'Politics,'  and  Clarendon.  His 
conclusions  were  against  a  change  : — 

Majority — will  of  all — cannot  acquiesce  in  it,  touch 
upon  it  with  reluctance — iri  curid  populurn  defenderem^^ 
&c.,  &c.,  but  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  admit,  when  I  am 
speaking,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  are  always  in 
the  right. 

^  '  Mihi  semper  in  animo  fuit  ut  in  rostris  curiam,  in  senatu  populuin 
tlefendereni  '--one  of  his  favourite  quotations  from  Cicero.  Compare  a 
speech  on  June  25,  1889.  *  W^e  must  decide  by  majorities,  which,  perhapM, 
after  all  is  not  a  very  satisfactory  method  of  settling  questions.  But  the 
imperfections  of  human  nature  force  it  upon  us.  God  forbid  that  I  should 
say  that  a  majority  is  always  in  the  right.  I  have  been  for  so  lon^  a  period 
of  my  life  acting  with  a  minority,  and  I  even  now  bo  often  find  niypolf 
identified  with  them,  that  my  associations  and  feelings  arc  all  the  other 
way.' 
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Great  increase  of  persons  who  tliink  upon  and  take 
an  active  part  in  politics,  and  great  rise  into  political 
power  of  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  persons  raised 
into  consequence  by  the  increasing  trade,  &c.,  of  the 
country.  Extreme  importance  that  correct  notions 
sliould  be  formed  by  sucli  persons,  and  that  they  should 
not  inmiediately  think  tluit  notliing  is  so  easy  as  to 
reform  the  system  and  to  exclude  every  evil  which  has 
heretofore  been  admitted. 

Great  reason  against  reform  that  it  will  be  found 
not  to  be  attended  with  any  of  the  benefits  expected 
from  it,  and  then  more  and  more  will  be  required,  the 
original  argument  against  any  innovation  will  be  lost, 
and  tlie  constitution  Avill  be  destroyed.  This  the  more 
to  be  feared,  considering  the  opinions  which  have  been 
broached  upon  the  subject — dividing  tlie  country  into 
districts,  excluding  Mhiisters  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

I  anticipate  the  total  destruction  of  freedom  of 
speech  from  a  reformation  of  the  Parliament,  and  for 
this  reason.  The  present  House,  knowing  that  there 
are  popular,  ])Iausible,  andprimd  facie  objections  to  its 
fonnation,  will  endure  to  hear  its  conduct  arraigneil 
and  condemned,  because  it  does  not  w^isli  to  stir  dan- 
gerous questions ;  but  a  House  of  Commons  elected 
according  to  wliat  is  called  theory  and  principle  w^ill 
never  bear  to  hear  itself  freely  and  violently  censured, 
though  its  acts  may  possibly  be  such  as  to  deserve  the 
most  acrimonious  censure. 

Draw  the  distinction  between  a  man  of  Parliamen- 
tary influence  and  promoting  liberally  a  system  of  right 
opinions,  and  one  who  brings  tliem  down  in  a  phalanx 
to  impose  his  demands,  &c.,  taking  advantage  of  the 
weakness  of  a  Ministry.     This  is  a  gi-eat  evil — about 
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counterbalanced  upon  the  whole  by  the  advantage  [of 
a  permanent  majority]  ;  and  should  we  get  rid  of  it  by 
reform  ?  Combinations  for  the  same  purpose  would 
take  place. 

Advantageous  to  have  persons  in  Parliament  who 
act  from  private  interest.  Merchants,  for  instance, 
who  support  or  approve  measures  inasmuch  as  they 
promote  or  interfere  with  their  commercial  views  are 
excited  to  a  degree  of  exertion  and  industry  which 
throws  great  light  upoji  the  measures  themselves,  and 
to  which  men  are  never  stimulated  by  mere  dictates  of 
duty.  Cold  and  negligent  attendance  and  attention  of 
persons  who  are  popularly  chosen.  .  .  .  Best  founded 
complaint  against  the  present  House  of  Commons — non- 
attendance. 

He  also  notices  as  a  strange  inconsistency  that  Lord  John 
Russell,  who  moved  the  disfranchisement  of  corrupt  boroughs  in 
1819,  sbould  be  member  for  the  pocket  borough  of  Tavistock, 
and  in  1822  expresses  himself  as  unable  to  vote  for  going  into 
Committee  unless  the  full  details  of  the  plan  are  laid  before 
the  House,  and  it  is  understood  that  tlie  extreme  reformers, 
like  Burdett,  pledge  themselves  to  abide  by  it. 

When  Canning,  on  the  illness  of  Lord  Liverpool  in  1827, 
was  summoned  to  form  a  Ministry,  William  Lamb  was  once 
more  out  of  Parliament,  having  retired  from  a  contest  at  Hert- 
ford in  1825,  because  he  found  that  the  electors  preferred  the 
uncompromising  Radicalism  and  irresponsible  demagoguism  of 
Tom  Buncombe,  who  did  not  hesitate  to  import  into  the  struggle 
the  misfortunes  of  his  adversary's  private  life.  However,  a  seat 
was  speedily  found  for  him  at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  in  lieu 
of  the  Premier,  and  he  whs  appointed  Irish  Secretary,  taking 
his  seat  for  Bletchingley,  where  Mr.  William  Russell  retired  in 
his  favour.'  For  some  reason  he  did  not  start  for  Ireland  until 
the  beginning  of  July,  and  in  less  than  a  month  Canning  was 
dead.     Their  correspondence  accordingly  was  limited,  and  all 

'  He  was  returned  for  Newport  on  April  24,  and  for  Bletchingley  on 
May  7. 
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that  has  been  preserved  is  a  brief  note  from  Canning  telling  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  number  his  letters,  and  so  to  give  them  an 
appearance,  if  not  a  reality,  of  method.  'News  of  the  national 
loss  was  promptly  transmitted  to  Lamb  by  the  Home  Secretary, 
Lord  Lansdowne. 

Secret  PooR  Canning  expired  between  three  and  four 
S^tiftU^  this  morning.  I  write  in  great  haste,  having 
aS^8?8,  ^^^^  to  Windsor  to  notify  the  event.  The  K.  is 
i»27.  much  affected  by  the  event,  was  very  gracious, 

but  told  me  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  how  to  act. 
He  woukl  in  the  course  of  another  day  explain  him- 
self on  paper.  He  has  since  sent  ior  Goderich  and 
S.  Bourne. 

You  shall  hear  from  me  when  things  assume  a  more 
decisive  tone.  Poor  Mrs.  C.  is,  I  am  afraid,  in  a  dread- 
ful state.  He  was  occupied  to  the  last  with  a  paper 
respecting  Portugal,  a  very  able  one,  connnunicated  to 
us  all,  and  kept  referring  to  it  when  he  could  no  longer 
conunand  his  thoughts  in  words. 

Lord  Goderich  undertook  to  carry  on  the  Government,  and 
under  his  somewhat  lax  refjime  a  series  of  Ministerial  crises 
promptly  ensued,  which  were  actively  fomented  by  the  King. 
William  Lamb  transmitted  an  account  of  one  of  them  to  his 
chief,  Lord  Wellesley : — 

wiuum  I  SEND  you  the  only  letter  I  have  received ; 
l^  though  it  comes  from  a  lady  (my  sister-in-law, 
wdSSfey.  ^^^-  ^-  Lamb),  it  seems  founded  on  very  good 
Septem-  authority.  Certainly  the  King  is  a  most  un- 
[1887].  accountable  man.  If  he  means  to  break  up  the 
Ministry,  why  does  he  not  do  it  ?  If  he  wishes  to  keep 
them  together,  why  does  he  make  petty  difficulties  ?  If 
Herries  is  to  be  sacrificed,  to  which  it  seems  diflBcult 
how  either  the  Kin":  or  Lord  Goderich  can  consent,  it 
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would  appear  as  if  no  iiupediinent  were  left  to  a  settle- 
ment; and  yet  impediments  appear  to  exist. ^ 

Meanwhile  William  Lamb  had  settled  down  to  his  work,  and 
was  proving  himself  a  very  efficient  Chief  Secretary.  For  in 
spite  of  his  outward  show  of  indifference  he  had  a  high  ideal  of 
statesmanship.*  With  Catholic  Emancipation  an  open  question 
in  the  Cabinet,  it  was  obviously  not  a  time  for  heroic  measures ; 
and  the  period  of  Lamb's  residence  at  Dublin  is  not  one  of 
importance  in  Irish  history.  He  even  found  it  hopeless  to  stop 
the  Government  subsidies  to  newspapers,  or  to  reform  the 
magistracy.  He  was  placed  at  an  additional  disadvantage  from 
the  fact  that  Lord  Wellesley,  always  a  difficult  man,  was  utterly 
weary  of  an  office  which  had  failed  to  bring  him  an  addition  of 
reputation,  and  eager  to  be  gone.  His  lieutenant  was  anxious 
to  avoid  posing  as  a  power  behind  the  throne,  and  cautioned 
Lord  Lansdowne  against  assigning  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Ijord  Lieutenant  any  separate  authority.  Always  abhorrent 
of  extremes,  Mr.  Lamb  deplored  alike  the  exuberant  pride  of 
the  Orangemen  and  the  turmoil  created  by  the  Catholic  Asso- 
ciation ;  but  he  was  accessible  to  all,  and  invited  to  his  table 
not  only  members  of  the  old  Irish  Op]X)sition  like  Grattan  and 
Curran,  but — and  it  was  considered  a  great  innovation — Koman 
Catholics  as  well,  while  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Crampton  he  had  f\ 
full  conversation  with  Sheil  upon  the  agrarian  disturbances  which 
desolated  parts  of  the  country.' 

'  Mr.  Herries,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  accused  of  in- 
tr'guing  to  overthrow  the  Ministry  and  get  rid  cf  the  Whipj  alliance.  But 
Mr.  Kdward  Herries,  in  his  Memoir  of  his  father's  public  life,  has  made 
out  a  very  pood  case  in  his  favour. 

-  For  instance,  when  Lord  Dudley  consulted  him  as  to  whether  he 
ou^ht  to  accept  office.  Lamb  told  him  that  he  must  be  prepared,  '  in  the 
first  place,  to  bear  every  species  of  abuse  and  misrepresentation,  and  the 
imputation  of  the  most  sordid  and  interested  motives ;  in  the  second 
place,  to  go  through  with  it  if  you  imdertake  it,  and  not  to  be  dispirited 
by  any  difficulties  or  annoyances  you  may  find  in  the  office,  and  which 
you  may  depend  upon  it  no  office  is  free  from  '  (quoted  in  I^ord  Dudley's 
Letters  to  Bishop  Cojyleatone), 

*  These  statements  ara  summarised  from  Mr.  Torrens's  chapters  on 
I^amb's  Chief  Secretaryship,  in  which  the  infonnntion  is  especially  full  and 
imiH)rtant.     From  O'Connell's  Correspondence  it  may  be  gathered  that 
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•  •  Mr.  Lamb's  tenure  of  office  was  of  value,  then,  chiefly  for  the 
official  experience  which  he  acquired,  and  which  was  afterwards 
to  bear  such  good  fruit  at  the  Home  Office.  Mr.  Torrens  quotes 
B  long  memorandum,  dated  September  19,  dealing  with  the 
varied  subjects  of  Jury  Bills,  Criminal  Law,  Public  Works, 
Tolls  and  Customs,  the  Magistracy,  Tithe,  Education,  and  so 
forth.  It  is  a  careful  paper,  and  shows  a  grasp  alike  of  general 
principles  and  of  detail.  He  is  anxious  that  *  with  respect  to 
any  reformation  of  the  law  generally  Ireland  should  follow 
England  at  a  certain  distance  of  time,  for  the  sake  of  greater 
experience  and  greater  maturity  of  legislation ; '  he  desires  that 
a  systematic  plan  may  be  provided  against  the  mismanagement 
and  abuse  of  relief  grants  to  the  suffering  population ;  he  is 
fully  conscious  of  the  difficulties  imposed  by  religious  jealousies 
in  the  way  of  a  general  scheme  of  education.  Other  memoran- 
dums followed,  but  as  copies  of  them  have  not  been  preservyed 
their  purport  must  be  collected  from  Lord  Lansdowne's  replies. 

It  was  useless  for  me  to  say  anything  respect- 
Lord  Lans-  .  .  .         "  , 
downe  to     incr  soiue  Doiuts  Oil  wliicli  you  expressed  natur- 

the  Ri}?ht  ^  ^  .  .  ' 

Hon.  w.      ally  an  anxiety  to  be  inforiued  when  I  last  heard 

Lamb.  .       ' 

Octobers,    froiu  you  till  I  had  an  opportunity  for  conver- 

1827  "  i.  X  •/ 

sing  with  Goderich  and  Lord  Anglesey.^  You 
shall  now  be  put  in  possession  of  all  that  I  know  con- 
nected with  Irish  arrangements.  First,  as  to  the  inter- 
regnum. Lord  Anglesey  will  be  prepared  to  commence 
his  Yiceroyalty  with  the  New  Year,  so  that  it  cannot  be 
very  long.  Exactly  how  long  will' depend  upon  Lord 
WeUesley,  who  made,  it  seems,  a  particular  request  to 
Caniung  tliat  he  should  retain  the  appointment  until  the 
end  of  the  year,  but  that  he  should  come  away  before, 
and  not  immediately  transfer  the  Goyernment  in  person 
to  a  new  Viceroy.  His  coming  away,  therefore,  before 
Christmas  if  he  chooses  cannot  be  objected  to. 

the  Chief  Secretary  was  looked  upon  with  great  favour  by  the  liiberator, 
who  hoped  that  he  would  '  un-Orange  Ireland,'  and  was  anxious  to  secure 
his  return  for  Dublin. 

*  Lord  Anglesey  was  the  destined  successor  of  Lord  Welleslpy. 
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Second,  as  to  Gregor}\^  We  are  all  agreed  that  it  is 
desirable  lie  should  be  removed,  but  in  a  way  that  shall 
be  both  civil  in  manner  and  satisfactory  in  substance. 
As,  judging  from  your  letter,  you  are  on  good  terms 
with  him,  you  can  have  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  how 
he  is  circumstanced,  and  what  provision  would  best  suit 
him.  Goderich  thinks  there  is  no  harm  in  granting  a 
pension  analogous  to  that  which  would  exist  with  respect 
to  an  XJnder-Secretar}\  But,  if  no  other  way  can  be 
suggested,  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  submitthig  the 
case  to  Parliament,  as  he  has  served  much  longer  than 
under  the  law  here  would  entitle  him  in  a  parallel  case 
to  a  pension.  Anything  you  can  propose  for  this  pur- 
pose will  be  attended  to  with  a  desire  to  give  it  imme- 
diate effect,  as  Lord  A.  is  anxious  that  the  arrangement 
should  take  effect  as  soon  as  he  goes,  if  not  before, 
and  C.  Grant '  says  that  G.  must  in  your  case,  as  he 
found  in  his,  remain  master  of  the  whole  machine  of 
Government  when  you  are  absent. 

Third,  as  to  Gregory's  successor.  I  have  strongly 
urged  that  it  is,  if  not  a  matter  of  right,  a  matter  of 
expediency  that  the  selection  sliould  in  the  first  instance 
be  with  you,  which  is  fully  agreed  to  by  Lords  Anglesey 
and  Goderich ;  with  the  understanding,  of  course,  that 
you  will  communicate  with  us  before  the  appointment 
is  actually  made,  in  case  anything  should  occur  for 
consideration  or  discussion,  which  will  be  the  more 
necessary  as  the  individual,  whoever  he  may  be,  must, 
or  at  least,  without  some  strong  reason  to  the  contrary, 
ought  to,  remain  with  your  successor. 

Fourth,  an  unexpected  obstacle  has  sprung  up  witli 

*  Mr.  Gregory,  the  Under-Secretary,  was  unpopular  with  the  Catholics 
on  account  of  his  Orange  leanings. 

'^  Charles  Grant,  afterwards  Lord  Glenelg,  had  been  appointed  Irish 
Secretary  in  1819.    He  was  then  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
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respect  to  the  Cliancellor.  Alexander  (though  no  such 
inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  his  letter  to  Goderich, 
which  I  have  seen),  I  have  just  ascertained,  positively 
means  to  ask  for  a  peerage  before  he  goes,  and  to  refuse 
to  go  without  one.  It  will,  and  I  think  ought  to  be, 
refused ;  but  the  case  is  embarrassing,  as  he  appears  to 
be  the  person  who  best  fulfils  all  the  conditions 
required.^ 

Fifth,  the  Commandership-in-Cliief  is  not  settled. 
Murray  must  come  away  for  reasons  (not  political) 
which  will  readily  occur  to  you.  Lord  A.  would  be 
glad  to  unite  both  in  his  own  person,  but  I  conclude 
this  will  not  be  thought  right.  Sir  J.  Bjnig  is  a  can- 
didate, and  (judging  from  his  conduct  in  the  north)  a 
good  one. 

The  chief  event  of  the  autumn  was  the  destruction  of  the 
Turkish  fleet  by  Admiral  Codrington  at  Navarino,  on  which 
'  untoward  event '  Lord  Palmerston,  the  Secretary  at  War,  sent 
William  Lamb  some  amusing  comments : — 

stanhope  ^  ARRIVED  here  ou  Monday,  and  I  have  com- 
N^l^ber  niunicated  with  Goderich  and  Lansdowne  on 
16, 1827.  ^]^g  several  points  which  you  spoke  to  me  about. 
With  respect  to  the  Association  Act,  Lansdowne  says  he 
is  waiting  for  some  promised  and  elaborate  communi- 
cation on  that  subject  from  Lord  Wellesley,  who  has 
undertaken  to  give  him  fully  and  at  length  his  whole 
views  upon  that  matter.  Perhaps  his  communication  is 
more  likely  to  come  at  length  than  to  be  very  full  when 
it  does  come ;  but  at  all  events  Lansdowne  seems  to  wish 
that  the  question  should  be  brought  before  the  Govern- 
ment by  some  representation  from  your  side  of  the  water. 

'  Sir  A.  Hart  was  ultimately  appointed^  Plunket  being  passed  uver» 
much  to  bis  chagrin,  owing  to  the  hostility  of  the  King. 
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As  to  Anglesey's  arrival,  that,  I  think,  seems  not  likely 
to  take  place  as  early  as  you  would  wish.  He  has  stated 
himself  ready  to  go  at  any  time  between  the  8tli  and  the 
14th  of  January,  unless  the  Cabinet  should  think  it  of 
material  consequence  that  he  should  go  sooner.  lie  is 
at  the  present  moment  evidently  suffering  mu(*h  under 
his  old  complaint,^  and  was  yesterday  in  nmch  pain 
during  the  meethig  of  the  Cabinet,  and  did  not  dine  with 
Goderich  afterwards. 

When  Parliament  will  meet  it  is  not  easy  at  present 
to  foretell.  The  latter  end  of  January  is  the  time  now 
talked  of  as  that  at  which  the  state  of  our  account  at 
our  bankers  will  render  it  necessary  that  Parliament 
should  meet,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  turn  of  affairs 
in  the  East  may  require  a  meeting  at  an  earlier  time, 
though  I  think  this  is  less  probable  than  it  was  two  days 
aiifo.  The  mere  circumstance  of  our  havin*'  made  a 
bonfire  of  the  fleet  of  our  good  ally  at  Navarino  is  not 
deemed  a  reason  for  assembling  Parliament,  because 
this  was  not  a  declaration  of  war  but  only  a  slight  act 
of  remonstrance  struck  parenthetically  into  unbroken 
friendship ;  but  it  was  thought  possible  that  the  Turk 
might,  upon  hearing  of  this  friendly  liberty,  through  his 
barbarous  ignorance  of  civilised  usages,  have  taken 
unfounded  offence,  and,  like  an  ill-bred  fellow,  have 
declared  war  against  those  allies  who,  as  Ctxlrington  says 
in  one  of  his  resolutions,  were  doing  all  these  things 
^evidently  to  the  advantage  of  the  Porte  itself'  We,  how- 
ever, received  yesterday  a  despat(*h  from  Wellesley  ^  at 
Vienna,  stating  that  Metternich,  though  he  had  only 
l>een  married  three  hours,  had  sent  for  Wellesley  to  say 

'  Lord  Anjijlesey  was  a  raart\T  to  neuralgia. 

■^  This  is  Sir  Henry  ^VeHe8ley,  a  broUier  of  the  Duke  of  Wellin|^<»ii, 
afterwards  the  first  Baron  Cowley.  He  was  Minister  at  yienua  from  1823 
tu  Ibai. 
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that  he  had  received  from  the  Sultan  a  request  for  the 
intervention  of  Austria  between  Turkey  and  the  AUies, 
with  an  assurance  that  Turkey  was  prepared  to  concede 
even  more  than  the  Alhes  asked.  At  the  date  of  this 
despatch  from  Vienna  Metternich  had  heard  of  the  battle 
cf  Navarino,  but  of  course  the  account  of  it  had  not 
reached  Constantinople  when  the  application  was  sent 
off  to  Austria.  If,  however,  the  Sultan  was  disposed 
to  yield  before  the  smash  of  his  fleet,  I  cannot  suppose 
that  this  disaster,  so  signal  and  complete,  could  inspire 
him  with  additional  hopes  of  successful  resistance  ;  and 
consequently,  whether  we  accept  the  proffered  mediation 
of  Austria,  or  on  the  other  hand  reply  that  if  tlie  Turk 
means  to  do  what  we  ask  he  can  just  as  well  say  so  in 
Turkish  as  in  German,  in  either  case  I  think  we  may 
consider  the  matter  as  settled,  and  that  no  meeting  of 
Parliament  will  be  necessan-  on  account  of  affairs  in 
the  Levant.  You  will,  of  course,  consider  this  last 
statement  of  the  proffered  mediation  as  most  strictly 
confidential. 

Lansdowne  has  proposed  a  grand  reduction  of 
British  Yeomanry  from  24,000  to  6,000  men,  and  from 
130,000/.  to  40,000/.  The  proposition  is  so  expedient 
and  wise  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  agreed  to, 
and  in  that  case  no  time  will  be  lost  in  cariying  it  into 
effect.  Tlie  principle  upon  which  the  measure  proceeds 
is  to  continue  the  Yeomanry  in  the  manufacturing  and 
mining  districts  where  their  services  have  been  required 
(liu-in<jf  the  last  ten  vears,  or  where  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  their  existence  may  have  tended  to  preserve 
tranquilHty,  and  to  disband  them  in  all  the  agi'icultural 
counties  where  tliey  have  never  been  called  out,  and 
are  never  likely  to  be  wanted,  at  least  in  time  of  peace. 
When  this  orraiigement  is  executed,  I  hope  you  will  be 
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prepared  to  make  us  a  present  of  your  Irish  Yeomaurv, 
the  disbandment  of  which  would  probably  be  a  good 
measure  both  in  economy  and  in  pohtics. 

I  WRITE  more  for  the  purpose  of  acknowledjrinj' 
downeto  your  letter  of  the  11th,  and  one  without  a  date 
Hon.  w.  1  received  immediately  before,  than  of  answering 
Secret  them,  for  on  some  of  the  most  material  subjects 
fidentiai.     you  liave  reverted  to  I  could  hardly  venture  to 

Whitehall,        .  .     .  >,  ^     •    i  i  -i       • 

November  give  au  opuuon,  and  certamly  could  give  none 
that  would  be  satisfactory  to  you  without  having 
a  full  communication  with  Goderich  and  Huskisson,^  and 
you  may  easily  believe  from  recent  events  that  their 
thoughts  and  time  are  too  much  absorbed  with  foreign 
politics  to  allow  of  any  long  deliberation  on  other 
matters. 

Feeling  with  you  all  the  inconvenience  of  giving  any 
fresh  impulse  to  the  theological  movements  in  all  direc- 
tions, I  should  perhaps  be  disposed  to  prefer  that  course 
with  respect  to  the  grants  if  there  were  any  such  which 
would  for  the  present  escape  observation,  but  after  all 
that  is  passed,  whether  continued,  added  to,  or  with- 
drawn, they  will  not  fail  to  attract  attention  and  render 
declaration  of  opinions  necessar}%  and  the  views  of 
Government  must  be  stated.  The  Moderators  of  the 
Synod  have  been  with  me  this  week  to  represent  the 
Presbyterian  feeling  to  be  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
Belfast  Institution,  although  the  majority  of  that  body 
are  as  much  opposed  to  the  alleged  heteroilox  o])inioiis 
of  some  of  the  Professors  as  Messrs.  Foster  and  Glass- 
ford  ;  and  I  think  there  is  a  mode  by  which  the  Church 
of  England  might  be  effectually  reconciled  to  such 
a  irrant  as  is  desired,  and  which  I  do  consider  to  be 

*  Mr.  Huskisson  was  Colonial  Secretary. 
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a  very  advantageous  mode  of  establisliing  a  strong  link 
between  the  Government  and  one  of  the  most  powerful 
conductors,  if  I  mistake  not,  of  public  feeling  and 
opinion. 

Upon  this  and  other  matters  arising  out  of  the  state 
of  the  laws  as  to  societies  and  processions  I  will  write  a 
few  days  hence  more  fully,  when  I  have  conversed  with 
our  friends.     With  respect  to  the  Cathohcs,  I  should 
certainly   conceive   that  beyond   great    attention   and 
civility  all  intercourse  of  opinion  should  be  avoided. 
For  myself  at  least  (but  my  situation  is  perhaps  some- 
what  peculiar  from   having  been  requested  twice  to 
present  their  petitions)  I  am  most  anxious  to  have  it  in 
my  power   to   say   that   I  have  neither   directly   nor 
indirectly  given  nor  authorised  any  advice  as  to  their 
moving  or  withholding  proceedings  in  the  next  session. 
I  am  sure  it  is  the  most  correct  course,  in  a  case  where 
advice  either  way  would   be   liable   to   such  obvious 
misrepresentations   in   different   quarters.      Let   us  be 
responsible,  as  w^e  must  be,  for  our  own  conduct  upon 
their  question  when  it  presents  itself,  but  not  for  the 
consequences  which  must  attend  either  too  much  or  too 
httle  activity  in  passing  it.   Who  can  undertake  to  pilot 
without  knowing  in  w^hat  direction  the  port  really  lies  ? 
Your  account  of  Hart  is  very  satisfactory.     Many 
accidents  seem  to  have  conspired  to  give  him  a  debut 
under  favourable  auspices,  and  even  his  quarrel,  in  a 
country  where  no  man  is  permitted  to  be  well  with 
everybody,  will  not  be  without  its  use  in  setting  up  his 
character.     You  have  probably  heard  from  others  what 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  repeating  to  you,  that  Huskisson 
is  considerably  and  decidedly  better  within  the  last  four 
weeks.     I  can  hardly  say  how  much  I  value  him,  and 
how  satisfactorv  our  intercourse  has  hitherto  been. 
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The  last  accounts  from  Constantinople  are  of  a  more 
pacific  character  than  any  we  have  liad,  and  the  Court 
of  v.,  which  is  much  inclined  to  meddle,  bej^ins  now  to 
perceive  the  interest  it  has  in  hasteninj^,  not  dehiyin<r, 
an  adjustment. 

Since  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  vou  on  Mondav,  T 

The  Bame       ,  ,       i  •  p     i  • 

to  the         have  had  an  opportunity  of  discussnifj^  tlie  im- 
Private       portaut   subjects    referred  to   in  vour   letters 

and  confi-  •ii  i  i  'iii 

dentiai.       receivcd  last  week,  and  more  particularly  tliat  of 
November    tlic  Irisli  praiits,  with  Godcrich  and  Huskisson. 

22   1827 

First,  I  stated  tothemtlie  importance  wliicli 
it  appears  to  me  attaches  to  the  establisliment  of  some 
recognised  connection  between  tlie  Government  and  the 
Belfast  Institution,  which  I  am  assured  exercises,  and 
will  more  and  more  continue  to  exercise,  a  most  power- 
ful influence  on  a  population  so  active  and  intelH</ent  as 
that  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  they  ajTree  witli  me  in 
tliat  view.  The  charji^e  of  disloyalty  formerly,  I  believes 
urf^ed  against  them,  is  abandoned  for  tliat  of  want  of 
orthodoxy  (I  mean  Presbyterian  ortliodoxy).  Tlie  rei)re- 
sentation  of  the  Svnod  of  Ulster  conveved  tlirou<rli  tlu^r 
Moderators  is  an  answer.      There  remains  the  difTicultv 

• 

which  you  have  very  justly  suggested  of  the  hostile  us(» 
whi(»h  might  be  made  of  a  new  grant  to  Presbyterians 
when  a  resolution  is  at  the  same  time  announced  which 
is  sup])osed  to  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  I^tab- 
lished  Church.  There  appears  to  me  a  good  sohition 
of  it  in  the  evidence  of  the  Bishop  of  Down,  Dr.  Mant, 
who,  going  as  he  did  from  Lambeth  to  Ireland,  is  tin* 
most  unexceptionable  authority  where  its  interests  an* 
concerned,  and  who  pro])<)ses,  as  an  arrang(»ment  which 
he  should  consider  as  advantageous,  the  estal)li>hment 
as  part  of  that  Institution  of  a  professor  of  the  Chnnh 
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of  England  theology.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  his  evidence, 
in  case  you  cannot  immediately  turn  to  it.  With  all 
our  attention  to  economy,  we  think  a  few  hundreds 
more  or  less  no  object  in  such  a  grant. 

Second,  the  grants  to  the  Kildare  Street  Society  and 
that  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice  ^  must  be  diminished, 
but  it  would  be  too  strong  a  measure  to  discontinue  the 
former  or,  perhaps,  even  to  diminish  it  much,  without 
being  prepared  with  a  plan  of  comprehensive  education 
instead.  That  suggested  by  the  Commissioners  does 
appear  for  the  present  to  be  hopeless,  though  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Murray  ^  (which  I  have 
answered  in  general  terms)  stating  how  desirous  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  were  to  make  any  concession,  if 
they  could  be  secured  against  proselytism.  The  plan 
that  appears  to  me  the  most  unexceptionable,  con- 
sidering all  the  difficulties  of  a  general  scheme  of  edu- 
cation, is  that  of  schools  in  which  one  day  in  the  week 
might  be  set  apart  for  religious  instruction  to  the 
Protestant  clrildren  Ijy  the  (clergyman,  and  another  for 
that  of  Catholic  children  l)y  the  priest,  ea(*h  using  their 
own  Bibles  and  their  own  comments,  the  other  days 
being  left  for  the  other  purposes  of  education  ;  but  no 
money  to  be  issued  to  any  school  without  a  certiticate 
from  tlie  clergjinan  and  parish  2)riest  of  the  children  of 
their  respective  flocks  having  attended  their  duty  in 
this  respect.  Might  it  not  dispose  Irish  of  all  descrip- 
tions who  would  not  like  to  vsee  the  National  grants 
diminished  to  come  into  such  an  arrangement  to  let 
them  understand  that,  if  it  was  found  practicable,  the 
present  grants,  not  being  found  to  answer  their  intended 

*  The  Kildare  Place  Society  and  the  Society  for  Discountenancing 
Vice  were  too  fond  of  proselytisin*?  in  the  interests  of  the  Establishn.ent. 

^  The  Roman  Catholic  .Archbishop  of  Dublin, 

I 
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olyect  with  respect  to  the  community  in  general,  must 
be  reduced? 

We  are  perfectly  aware  that  the  Association  Bill 
expires  in  the  spring.  Its  warmest  friends  can  hardly 
contend  that  it  has  been  found  effectual  or  even  useful. 
We  are  much  incUned  to  trust  to  the  powers  of  the  law 
as  it  stood,  vigorously  enforced  both  against  processions 
and  meetings  of  a  dangerous  character,  and  if  it  fails, 
to  proceed  to  any  enactment  that  may  be  necessary  on 
that  ground. 

On  all  these  points,  if  you  wish  for  Cabinet  opinion 
you  must  send  over  a  regular  despatch  which  can  be 
laid  before  them,  but  in  the  meantime  you  may,  I 
think,  consider  this  letter  as  expressing  Lord  Goderich's 
and  Huskisson's  opinion  as  much  as  my  own. 

We  are  in  daily  and  anxious  expectation  of  news 
from  Constantinople.  Byng  will,  I  think,  be  your 
Commander-in-Chief,  but  not  yet  settled. 

Early  in  December  Lords  Justices  were  appointed,  and  about 
the  middle  of  the  month  Lord  Wellesley  took  his  departure. 
Lamb  remained  at  his  post,  and  carried  on  the  government  of 
the  country.  Meanwhile  the  Government  was  fast  breaking  up. 
and  the  crisis  alluded  to  in  the  following  letter  was  followed  by 
Lord  Goderichs  actual  resignation  on  January  8,  1828. 

I  AM  obli<red  to  you  for  all  you  mention  about 

Tjord  Lans-  .  .  .  . 

downe  to     Lord  W.,  wliicli  it  certainly  is  material  to  be 

the  Right  .       1        «  .       1      ,  1 

Hon.  w.  apprised  ot,  particularly  at  the  present  junc- 
secret.  turc.  I  sliall  coiiiniunicate  your  letter  with 
n«cemb«r'  stHct  coufideiice  to  Goderich  and  Huskisson. 
I  conclude  that  he  is  by  this  time  embarked 
or  eml)arking  for  England. 

Although  you  must  have  discredited  all  the  ru- 
mours and  exaggerations  propagated  by  the  press 
of  what  has  l)een  passing  here,  you  must,  I  am  sure. 
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have  been  satisfied  that  some  occurrence  of  no  ordi- 
nary nature  had  taken  phice,  and  may  be  glad  to 
know  the  real  state  of  things.  *  The  beginning  of  hist 
week  G.,  under  the  sudden  influence  of  feeUngs  which, 
perhaps,  you  may  know  enough  of  his  domestic  interior 
to  understand,  annexed  to  a  letter  on  other  important 
matter,  of  which  Huskisson  and  I  were  aware,  expres- 
sions about  himself  unknown  to  us,  which,  though  cer- 
tainly not  a  resignation  in  terms,  were  considered 
equivalent  to  it  by  the  K.,  who  sent  for  H'  [Herries] 
under  the  idea  that  it  was  necessary  to  look  out  for  a 
successor.  He  would  not  hear  of  quitting  his  retire- 
ment, and  G.,  recovered  from  the  impression  of  the 
moment,  which  was  not  connected  in  the  slightest  degree 
with  political  differences  (none  such  really  existing),  is 
as  ready  to  continue  as  the  K.  is  to  continue  hun, 
though  it  cannot  be  denied  an  unlucky  impression  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  reports  to  which  [such]  a  step, 
promulgated  as  it  was  sure  to  be  even  where  it  ought 
to  be  kept  most  secret,  could  not  fail  to  give  rise. 

Huskisson  has  shown  in  this  transaction,  as  well  as 
ill  all  the  intercourse  I  have  dailv  had  with  him,  a 
degree  of  frankness,  sensibility,  and  ability  which  make 
it  most  [pleasant  to  act  with  him]. 

liamb  was  invited  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  new 
Prime  Minister,  to  continue  at  his  post,  and  replied  by  asking 
to  be  allowed  to  delay  his  decision  until  he  had  conversed  with 
the  Duke  upon  the  whole  of  the  intended  arrangements,  and 
upon  the  proposed  course  of  measures.  He  left  Ireland,  accord- 
ingly, on  January  23,  1828,  and  ultimately  consented  to  follow 
the  example  of  his  C.inningite  friends,  Huskisson,  Charles 
Grant,  Lord  Palmerston,  and  Lord  Dudley,  and  to  remain  in 
oflSoe.  Lord  Brougham  notes  the  anomaly  of  his  position,  in 
that  he  was  the  only  politician  of  the  Whig  connection  in  the 
new  Government;  but  Lord  Melbourne  was  throughout  his  life 
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a  man  who-cared  for  facts  much  more  than  names,  and  was,  in 
all  probability,  not  much  affected  by  the  circumstance.  In  any 
case,  his  connection  with  the  Duke's  Government  was  short.  In 
March  came  the  erratic  voting  of  the  Canningites  on  the  East 
Retford  Bill,  Huskisson's  hasty  resignation,  and  its  prompt 
acceptance  by  the  Prime  Minister.*  Lamb,  though  he  had 
voted  with  the  Government,  determined  to  resign  with  his 
friends,  in  spite  of  a  special  request  from  the  King  that  he 
would  remain  in  oflSce,  because,  as  he  wrote  in  a  memorandum, 
which  Greville  saw  at  Brocket  after  his  death,  but  which  has 
since  disappeared,  '  he  had  always  thought  that  it  was  more 
necessary  to  stand  by  his  friends  when  they  were  in  the  wrong 
than  when  in  the  right.'  Years  afterwards  he  discussed  the 
matter  with  Lord  Brougham. 

Lo^         In  the  five  hundred  and  forty-sixth  page  of  the 
tS^i^"^^  second  volume  of  the  publication  of  your  lord- 
wbiYJ^r*'  ship's  speeches,  with  historical  introductions,  I 
November   ^^^  ^^^^  followiug  passage  : — 
2, 1838.  6  Jjqy([  Dudley  and  Mr.  Huskisson,  with  the 

lesser  members  of  the  party.  Lords  Palmerston,  Mel- 
bourne, and  Glenelg,  were  once  more  in  opposition,'^ 
and  fjfradually  assumed  the  Whig  connection,  but  their 
hostilitv  to  reform  remained  unabated.  Nor  is  it  one 
of  the  least  remarkable  events  in  their  history  that  to  a 
reform  question  they  owed  the  last  misfortune  of  losinf^ 
tlieir  places  in  1828.  They  had  taken  the  long-lieaded, 
not  to  say  crafty,  view  of  their  new  leader,  Mr. 
Huskisson,  that  giving  members  to  Binningham,  on 
the  disfranchisement  of  Kast  Retford  for  corruption, 
would  tend  more  to  prevent  furtlier  mischief— that 
i-i,    as   he  explained  it,   really   effectual   reform — tlian 

'  Beaders  of  Biilwer*8  Life  of  Palmertton  will  remember  Lord  Palmer- 
stones  capital  description  of  the  Canningite  council  of  war. 

'  These  letters  were  written  during  their  temporarj'  estrangement, 
hence  their  formality,  and  Lord  Brougham's  careful  enumeration  of  *  the 
lesser  members  of  the  party.* 
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merely  opening  the  franchise  to  the  adjoining  hundreds/ 

&C.J  &c. 

This  passage  appears  to  me  very  unjust  towards 
others.  With  respect  to  myself  I  beg  leave  to  represent 
to  your  lordship  that,  if  it  does  not  assert  a  fact,  it 
affords  strong  ground  for  an  inference  contrary  to  the 
truth,  and  it  makes  a  most  unfounded  conjecture  with 
respect  to  the  state  of  my  opinions  at  that  period.  In 
the  division  which  led  to  the  retirement  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mr.  Huskisson  and  others  I  voted  with  the 
Ministry  of  which  I  formed  a  part.  I  voted  against 
Mr.  Huskisson ;  and  I  only  resigned  my  office  because 
those  with  whom  I  had  accepted  it,  and  in  whom  I 
placed  my  confidence,  withdrew  from  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice. With  respect  to  the  view  which  I  had  taken  of 
the  giving  members  to  Birmingham  on  the  disfran- 
chisement of  East  Eetford,  I  have  pul)licly  declared  in 
your  lordship's  hearing  that  it  was  always  my  opinion 
that  those  limited  measures  would  not  have  produced 
their  intended  effect,  and  that  the  question  lay  between 
a  firm  adherence  to  the  then  existing  Constitution  and 
a  reformation  as  extensive  as  that  which  has  taken 
place. 

I  AM  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter. 

The  same  *  . 

to  the        I  knew   that   vou    neither   could   nor  did  in- 
Windsor     tcud   to   misrepresent.      The   circumstance  of 

Castle 

November  my  votcs  upoii  thcsc  subjccts  liaviug  always 
been  given  in  silence  and  without  any  expla- 
nation sufficiently  accounts  for  your  not  havhig 
been  aware  of  them ;  but  the  fact  is,  I  never  was 
for  any  of  those  schemes.  I  never  thought  they  would 
answer. 

I  never  took  the  view  which  you  call  long-headed 
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and  crafty,  but  which  appears  to  me  neitlier  the.  one  nor 
the  other — not  long-headed  because  ehort-sighted,  and 
not  crafty  because  neither  intended  nor  calculated  to 
deceive.  My  opinion  was  then  against  reform  alto- 
gether, and  chiefly  because  I  thought  that  it  could  not 
be  moderate  or  limited.  The  adoption  of  any  of  the 
partial  measures  proposed  seemed  to  me  certain  to 
has:en  and  advance  its  progress,  because  they  both 
admitted  the  existence  of  the  disease  and  the  propriety 
of  its  remedy.  Perhaps  it  signifies  very  little  what  I 
thought  then  or  what  I  did ;  at  the  same  time,  a  book 
written  by  you  will  be  considered  hereafter  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  actual  conduct  of  your  contemporaries 
and  colleagues,  and  therefore,  if  without  giving  it  too 
much  importance  you  can  take  a  natural  opportunity 
of  setting  this  matter  right,  I  shall  feel  it  a  kindness. 
Be  assured  that  I  never  attributed  this  statement  to 
bitterness  arising  from  anything  which  has  lately  taken 
place ;  and  with  respect  to  your  other  general  remarks, 
although  I  cannot  admit  their  justice,  I  feel  them  to  be 
made  not  in  an  unfair  spirit,  nor  in  a  tone  of  unkindness 
and  discourtesy. 

Despite  numerous  overtures  from  the  Duke  the  Canningitt»8 
entered  into  a  close  alliance  with  the  Whigs,  and  acted  cordially 
with  them  during  the  momentous  sessions  which  followed.  Lord 
Melbourne,  as  we  mav  now  call  him — for  his  father  s  death  in  July 
1828  had  raised  him  to  the  peerage — took  no  part  in  the  debates 
on  the  Kelief  Bill,  but  in  a  thoughtful  speech  on  the  precedent 
measure,  the  Bill  for  the  suppression  of  the  Association,  he 
warned  the  House  against  the  futility  of  such  legislation  unless 
accompanied  by  concessions.  After  his  rupture  with  the  ultra- 
Tories  the  Duke's  advances  to  the  Canningites  were  still  more 
frequent,  but  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  letter,  written 
ten  days  before  the  railway  accident  which  killed  Mr.  Huskisson, 
their  tem|KM*  was  by  no  means  conciliatory  : — 
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I  RECEIVED  the  enclosed  from  Brou^fliam  yester- 

Mr.  Hub-  .  .     . 

kiMonto     day,   with  the  request  that  I  would  put  it  into 

^^  11  TUT 

Melbourne,  your  hauds  as  soon  as  1  could,  i  was  yery 
September  soiTy  to  Icam  froui  Birch  that  I  have  no  chance 
of  doing  so  here,  and  not  less  sorry  to  find  that 
you  are  prevented  coming  by  indisposition.  I  hope 
this  will  find  you  quite  recovered. 

The  great  Captain  comes  here  to-moiTow,  and  great 
are  the  preparations  for  his  reception.  The  feelings  are 
not  confidence  in,  or  admiration  of,  his  political  charac- 
ter, but  rather  that  of  awe  at  the  man  that  subdued 
Bonaparte  and  forced  the  Catholic  question.  It  is  the 
Indian  worshipping  the  Devil,  because  he  is  not  con- 
scious where  he  shall  find  a  protecting  deity. 

The  Duke  is  in  his  usual  good  luck  in  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  county  which  he  is  now  visiting.  Nothing 
can  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  present  state  of 
manufactures  and  trade,  and  the  feeling  is  general 
that  its  present  healthy  condition  is  likely  to  be 
permanent. 

We  shall  see  whether  he  takes  to  himself  the  credit 
of  all  this.     But  at  all  events  he  has  the  benefit  of  it. 

After  Mr.  Huskisson's  death  the  Canningites  were  even 
more  unwilling  than  before  to  trust  themselves  to  the  Duke, 
and  when  in  the  following  month  the  Tory  Government  was 
overthrown,  their  alliance  with  the  Whigs  was  indissolubly 
complete. 

'  A  paper  on  the  state  of  affairs.     See  Lord  Melbourne's  letter  to 
Brougham,  quoted  in  the  latter's  Life  and  Timea^  vol.  iii.  pp.  66,  67. 
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CHAPTER  V 

AT   THK    HOME   OFFICE 

1830-1834 

On  the  formation  of  the  Reform  Cabinet  Lord  Melbourne  was 
appointed  Home  Secretary,  his  acquaintance  with  Irish  affairs 
being  probably  the  reason  for  his  nomination  to  that  particular 
office.  He  immediately  gave  evidence  of  great  administrative 
abilities.  Even  Greville  soon  altered  his  first  opinion,  '  Mel- 
bourne too  idle,'  and  became  quite  enthusiastic  in  his  favour. 
'  He  has  surprised  all  about  him  by  a  sudden  display  of  activity 
and  vigour,  rapid  and  diligent  transaction  of  business,  for  which 
nobody  was  prepared.'  Certainly  his  hands  were  full  enough, 
for  both  the  manufacturing  North  and  the  agricultural  South 
were  within  measurable  distance  of  revolution. 

The  following  letters,  which  have  been  selected  from  hun- 
dreds of  a  similar  character,  give  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the 
disturbances  in  Lancashire  and  Northumberland,  and  of  the 
Home  Secretary's  method  of  meeting  them  : — 

Lord  Mel-  ^  ENTIRELY  agree  witli  yoii  that  *iio  military 
wm^H^.  f^rce  can  prevail  against  the  secret  councils 
^Huium  ^^^^  ^^^^  funds  of  the  Union.'  This  combina- 
R<mth  ^^^'^9  ^^  rather  conspiracy,  is  an  evil  of  a 
c.roHvinor  ^^iff^'^cnt  natufc,  and  requires  another  remedy, 
E^^n)er  ^'l^i^^J^  i^  is  difficult  to  discovcr  and  apply,  ])Ut 
80,1880.  (Q  devising  which  I  may  say,  being  very  de- 
sirous at  the  same  time  of  not  exciting  very  sanguine 
expectations,  the  best  attention  of  the  Government  will 
be  directed.     But  when  I  wrote  to  vou  mv  former  letter 
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the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  at  Ashton, 
Stayleybridge,  and  elsewhere  in  that  neighbourhood 
seemed  to  indicate  that  the  Union  were  fast  abandoning 
their  system  of  secret  councils,  and  were  resorting  to 
open  violence  and  undisguised  insurrection.  To  force 
nothing  but  force  can  be  successfully  opposed,  and  it 
is  at  once  evident  that  all  legislation  is  impotent  and 
ridiculous  unless  the  public  peace  can  be  preserved, 
and  the  liberty  and  property  of  individuals  secured 
from  outrage  and  invasion.  Since  that  period  the  ac- 
counts which  we  have  received  have  assumed  a  more 
favourable  character,  at  least  as  far  as  respects  the 
apprehension  of  immediate  disturbance,  for  I  am  well 
aware  that  even  if  tranquillity  shall  be  apparently  re- 
stored it  can  only  be  for  a  time,  and  that  the  state  of 
the  manufacturing  districts  of  Lancashire  is  such  as 
to  afford  ground  for  the  most  serious  uneasiness  and 
anxiety.  Under  these  circumstances  and  at  this  time, 
when  it  appears  to  me  that  the  only  safe  course  is  to 
combine  and  unite  the  friends  of  liberty  and  order 
against  their  enemies,  I  am  sorry  to  learn  from  your 
letter  that  there  is  so  little  prospect  of  being  able  to 
form  a  local  force  which  can  be  depended  upon.  I 
learn  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  called  meetings  of 
the  magistracy  in  the  respective  hundreds,  which  is  in 
accordance  witli  your  opinion  ;  but  I  should  hope  that 
the  gentlemen  who  inhabit  the  agricultural  parts  of  the 
county  will  become  sensible  of  the  state  of  the  manu- 
facturing  districts,  which,  if  they  do  not  advert  to  it  in 
time,  will  undoubtedly  press  itself  upon  their  attention 
in  a  shape  and  foim  which  caimot  be  disregarded. 

Lord  Mel-  I  HAVE  uo  doubt  that  your  lordship  acted  dis- 
thcEariof  crectlv  iu  supprcssiiig  my  letter  of  the  1st  hist. 
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Priv^ateand  Notliiiig  is  iiiore  to  be  avoided  at  all  times,  but 
^"^Home  ^^^^  particularly  in  times  like  these,  than  the 
j^T  11  t^^^^^^f?  ^^  offenc^e  to  those  upon  whom  you 
1881.  must  after  all  rely  for  support  and  assistance ; 

and  I  am  very  sorry  to  learn  from  your  lordship's  com- 
munication, as  well  as  from  other  quarters,  that  there 
does  remain  upon  the  minds  of  the  magistrates  of  Lan- 
cashire a  sore  and  bitter  remembrance  of  what  took 
place  in  1819,  which  prevents  them  from  giving  that 
earnest  and  active  assistance  which  otherwise  might 
have  been  expected  from  them.  I  should  have  hoped 
that,  even  if  the  lapse  of  time  had  not  been  sufficient 
to  have  effaced  impressions  of  this  character,  tliey 
would  at  once  have  yielded  to  the  evident  dictates  of 
duty  and  to  the  sense,  which  all  must  entertain,  of  tlie 
exigencies  of  the  present  period.  Although  I  entirely 
approve  of  the  discretion  exercised  by  your  lordship 
with  respect  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  you  will,  of 
course,  understand  me  as  not  retracting  any  of  the 
opinions  expressed  in  it.  The  two  remedies  of  which 
the  resolutions  of  the  magistrates  demand  the  applica- 
tion are  new  laws  and  a  large  militarv  force.  With 
respect  to  the  first,  I  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Lister, 
the  stipendiary  magistrate  at  Manchester,  expressed  in 
a  recent  letter,  for  asserting  that  many  of  the  evils  arise 
not  so  mu(!h  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  law  as  from 
the  difficult v  of  enforcing  it ;  and  as  for  the  second,  vou 
riiust  be  aware  that  it  can  he  employed  only  for  a  time, 
that  it  can  produce  but  a  partial  and  uncertain  tran- 
quillity, and  that  after  all  it  is  a  most  unsatisfact one- 
way of  maintaining  order  and  preserving  the  pul^lic 
peace.  Surely,  it  is  a  disgrace  that  the  great  county  of 
Lancashire,  with  its  opulent,  populous,  and  conunercial 
cities,  with  its  numerous  nobilitv  and  <rentrv,  with  its 
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respectable  and  enlightened  inlial^itants  of  every  de- 
scription, agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  mercantile, 
should  be  unable  to  enforce  the  law  within  its  own 
limits  or  to  prevent  the  estabUshment  of  a  democratic 
tyranny  such  as  is  described  in  the  letters  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  from  your  lordship. 
Wliat  is  the  cause  of  this  state  of  things?  Is  the 
magistracy  defective?  Is  there  a  want  of  union  be- 
tween the  landed  gentry  and  the  manufacturers,  or 
amongst  the  manufacturers  themselves  ?  Are  these  dis- 
turbances and  attacks  upon  machinery  encouraged  by 
some  of  the  masters  whose  interest  it  is  that  improved 
machinery  which  is  being  erected,  to  the  prejudice,  of 
course,  of  their  inferior  factories,  should  be  destroyed  ? 
All  these  causes  have  been  suggested  to  me,  and  I 
should  be  anxious  to  profit  by  your  lordship's  superior 
information  upon  these  subjects  so  far  as  to  learn 
whether  all  or  any  of  them  be  well  founded.  If  your 
lordship  should  be  of  opinion  that  any  names  should  be 
added  to  the  magistracy,  and  will  have  the  goodness  to 
suggest  them,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchv  will  without  delav  insert  them  in  the  com- 
mission.  It  ai)})ears  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hoxton  (?) 
received  this  day  that,  since  the  atrocious  murder  of 
Mr.  Ashton,  there  does  api)ear  a  disposition  amongst 
the  master  manufacturers  of  Ashton,  Stayleybridge,  &c., 
&c.,  to  unite  and  take  measures  for  the  protection  of 
their  persons  and  property.  It  would  have  been  well 
if  this  had  been  done  before ;  not  that  I  mean  to  infer 
that  any  precautions  would  have  prevented  the  horrible 
catastrophe  which  has  taken  place,  but  I  cannot  forget 
that  some  of  those  gentlemen  have  not  only  been 
unwilling  to  take  i)recautionary  measures,  but  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  proliiliit   their  workmen  from  coming 
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forward  and  giving  evidence  against  the  agents  of 
the  Union  who  had  intimidated  persons  from  entering 
their  mills  at  a  rate  of  wages  which  was  denounced 
by  that  society.  I  trust  that  those  persons  are  at  length 
convinced  that  such  conduct,  whether  arising  from  the 
base  motive  of  timiditv  or  the  baser  motive  of  self- 
interest,  can  neither  answer  the  one  purpose  nor  the 
other,  can  neither  assure  their  personal  safety  nor  the 
preservation  of  that  property  for  the  augmentation  of 
which  they  are  ready  to  sacrifice  the  principles  both 
of  probity  and  of  patriotism.  Every  means  should  be 
taken  upon  the  part  of  your  lordship  and  other  gentle- 
men of  property  to  further  and  encourage  this  first 
appearance  of  an  intention  to  act  upon  a  hberal  system 
and  with  a  determined  spirit.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Hoxton,  which  appears  to  me  to  prove 
that  the  existing  law  may  be  enforced,  that  if  enforced 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  its  purpose,  and  also  to  afford 
a  hope  that  even  amongst  the  workmen  themselves 
there  might,  by  proper  exertion  and  right  representa- 
tions, be  excited  a  disposition  to  resist  the  mandates  of 
that  society  which  appears  hitherto  to  have  exercised 
over  them  so  arbitrary  and  despotic  a  dominion.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  your  lordship  will  use  every  exer- 
tion yourself  for  this  purpose,  and  that  you  will  do  your 
utmost  to  inspire  a  proper  spirit  of  exertion  into  all  the 
magistrates  and  persons  of  influence  in  the  county. 

Lord  Mel-  ^'^  ^^  ^^^^^  great  regret  that  I  learn  from  your 
S^eDuk^of  Grace's  letter  of  this  morning,  and  from  the 
ilrilJid™  communication  from  the  Mayor  of  Newcastle 
JLnfid^iT^  enclosed  in  it,  that  the  disputes  between  the 
office^MT  <^'<^>id-owners  and  the  pitmen  in  that  part  of  the 
21,1831.      c'ountrv  are  so  far  from  ])ein«'  accommcHlatcd 
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that  they  appear  to  increase  both  in  violence  and  ex- 
tent, and  to  embrace  within  their  operation  other  trades 
and  emplopnents  and  to  threaten  the  most  serious  con- 
sequences. I  also  learn  from  the  other  quarters  that 
there  is  a  great  want  of  system  and  concert  amongst 
the  magistrates,  and  it  is  reported  to  me,  I  know  not 
with  what  truth,  that  some  who  are  in  the  commission 
for  the  county  of  Durham  have  acted  with  great  indis- 
cretion and  irresolution,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  rather 
to  foment  and  encourage  than  to  repress  and  termiiiate 
tumult  and  disorder. 

It  has  appeared  to  me,  in  the  course  of  the 
to  the        correspondence   which   has   taken  place,  that 

same.  Con-  •    .  •       i  i 

fidentiai.  tlicre  clocs  cxist  a  jealousy  and  an  opposition 
Office,  May  bctweeii  tlic  magistrates  and  the  coal-agents, 
which  is  prejudicial  to  the  public  service,  and 
that  if  they  could  be  induced  to  act  together  with  more 
cordiality  and  unity  of  purpose  there  would  be  a  better 
chance  of  bringing  the  affair  to  a  speedy  and  successful 
termination. 

A  letter  from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Sir  James 
Graham,  to  Lord  Melbourne,  completes  the  view  of  the  North. 

I  ARRIVED  here  half  an  hour  ago,  and  I  am  happy 
Carlisle,      to  inforiu  you  that  since  Thursday  nifjht  there 

Sunday,  *  .  i  . 

three  liavc  bceu  no  more  burnm<fs,  and  the  city  has 

o'clock. 

been  tolerably  quiet.  The  account  sent  to  you 
yesterday  will  have  informed  you  of  the  extent  of  the 
Finsmoor  riots ;  to-day  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  infor- 
mation of  an  approver.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  one  of 
the  incendiaries  is  in  the  county  gaol,  and  a  hot  pursuit 
of  the  other  is  in  progress.  The  civil  power  has  been 
tardily  and  insullicientlv  exerted :  and  yesterday,  when 
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one  of  the  warrants  was  executed  in  tlie  suburbs  of  the 
city,  the  military  were  under  arms  and  in  attendance, 
althoujrh  no  resistance  had  been  offered  to  the  special 
constables.  I  shall  attend,  however,  a  meeting  of  the 
magistrates  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  also  see  Sir  Hew 
lioss,  who  commands  the  garrison  here,  and  I  hope  to 
make  a  better  arrangement,  wherel^y  this  needless  use 
of  military  force  may  be  avoided. 

Your  circular  to  the  magistrates  in  the  disturbed 
districts  has  not  been  sent  to  this  county.  I  think  it 
wanted  here  ;  and  your  circular  to  the  Lord  Lieutenants 
would  do  no  harm. 

Your  promised  reward  on  the  conviction  of  incen- 
diaries is  confined  to  the  six  counties  specified.  Do  you 
not  think  it  right  to  extend  this  offer  to  all  counties 
where  wilful  firing  shall  take  place  ? 

In  the  South  the  state  of  affairs  was  even  more  alarming. 
Gangs  of  labourers,  in  Hampshire  1,500  strong,  moved  through 
the  country,  destroying  machinery,  burning  farm-buildings,  and 
levying  contributions.  Lord  Melbourne  at  once  set  himself  to 
meet  the  disorder.  Acting  in  concert  with  the  authorities  at 
the  War  Office,  Lord  Hill  and  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  he  marched 
troops  into  the  disturbed  districts;  and  on  December  18  a 
Special  Commission  met  at  Winchester  to  try  the  rioters  in 
Berkshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Herts,  and  Wiltshire,  before  which 
no  fewer  than  1,000  individuals  were  brought  to  justice. 

M^^anwhile  the  incendiary  orators,  Cobbett  and  Carlisle,  were 
he'mg  actively  watched,  but  it  was  difficult  to  procure  evidence 
against  them. 

I  RKCEiVED  yesterday  your  letter  t)f  the  same* 
ixmnieto     (Lite,  witli  tlic  enclosurcs.     Nothing  is  so  diffi- 

T.  Sane-  ,  r  i  i 

tmiry,  Esq.  cult  to  provc  as  tlic  uttorauce  ot  words,  so  that 
January  0,   it  might  bc  vcrv  diffu'ult  to  found  a  prosecution 
upon  any  proof  which  could  now  l)e  obtained ; 
at  the  same  time  it  would  he  of  considerable  importaiu-e  . 
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to  obtain  such  proof,  as  it  would  throw  new  light  upon 
the  character  and  proceedings  of  the  individual  in 
question  (Cobbett). 

I  highly  approve  of  the  project  you  communicated 
to  me,  of  having  the  state  of  the  county  minutely  ex- 
amined and  inquired  into  by  a  committee  of  gentlemen 
of  the  countv.  I  am  convinced  that  an  immediate  in- 
vestigation  into  the  abuses  of  parochial  administration, 
and  a  redress  of  them  according  to  the  present  law, 
would  do  at  least .  as  much  to  relieve  and  satisfy  the 
country  as  any  new  law  that  can  be  passed.  But  such 
an  inquiry  and  such  measures  must  be  conducted  on 
sound  and  enlightened  principles,  or  they  may  aggravate 
the  evils  instead  of  removing  them.  The  great  errors 
which  have  been  committed  in  the  administration  of  the 
poor  laws  are  the  paying  of  the  wages  of  labour  out  of 
the  poor  rate,  and  tlie  making  a  difference  betw^een  the 
rates  of  relief  afforded  to  married  and  single  men  in 
favour  of  the  former.  These  two  mistakes  have  become, 
I  fear,  inveterate  throughout  the  county  of  Sussex  and 
many  of  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  cannot,  perhaps, 
be  immediately  corrected  ;  but  no  system  can  be  safe  or 
wholesome  which  has  not  for  its  object  the  entire  doing 
away  of  both  of  these  practices. 

Carlisle  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  January,  and  sentenced 
to  a  line  of  2,000/.  or  two  years'  imprisonment ;  but  Cobbett, 
who  was  not  brought  to  trial  until  July,  escaped,  as  the  jury 
were  unable  to  agree.  He  had  the  effrontery  to  call  Ix)rd  Mel- 
bourne as  a  witness  on  his  behalf. 

In  Sussex  rick-burning  prevailed  ;  but,  though  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  catch  the  malefactors,  Lord  Melbourne  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  an  ajent  procucatenr^  and  rebuked  an  over- 
zealous  magistrate  who  suggested  that  an  infonner  should  be 
employed,  who  should  ingratiate  himself  with  the  incendiaries 
by  setting  fire  to  two  of  the  magistrate's  own  hayricks. 
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Lord  Mel-  ^  HAVE  coiisiderecl  your  letter  of  the  day  before 
Mr°He^  y^sterday,  and  cannot  help  submitting  to  you 
mond  Con-  souie  obscrvatious  upon  its  contents  and  sug- 
south*^  gestions.  The  danger  of  employing  spies  and 
jIlTu^*  23  accomplices  has  always  been  found  to  be  that, 
1881,  ji^  order  to  further  their  own  ends,  satisfy  their 

employers,  and  forward  their  own  interests  and  main- 
tain their  credit,  they  are  too  apt,  first,  to  bring  forward 
false  accusations;  secondly,  to  excite  and  encourage 
to  the  commission  of  crimes,  in  order  that  they  may 
have  the  honour  of  informing  against  and  detecting 
them ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recall  upon  this  subject  to  your 
recollection  the  transactions  of  the  year  1817,  when 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  suspect  that  the  rising  in 
Derbyshire,  which  cost  the  lives  of  three  men  upon  the 
scafibld  and  the  transportation  of  many  more,  was 
stimulated,  if  not  produced,  by  the  artifi(»es  of  Oliver,  a 
spy  employed  by  the  Government  of  that  day.  If 
Cuml)er  ^  should  be  employed  in  the  way  in  whi(*li  you 
describe,  and  if  his  representation  should  l>e  either  fiUse 
or  exaggerated,  I  cannot  help  fearing  that  the  strong 
interest  which  he  will  be  under  to  sup|)ort  his  own 
story  and  fulfil  his  own  undertaking  may  possibly  lead 
to  similar  results.  I  make  no  apology  for  bringing 
l>efore  you  this  view  of  the  subject,  as  I  am  sure  you 
must  feel  that  in  our  anxiety  to  discover  the  perpetra- 
tors of  these  most  dangerous  and  atrocious  acts  we 
should  run  as  little  risk  as  possible  of  hivolving  imuH/ent 
])crsons  in  acunisations,  and  still  less  of  adopting  measures 
which  may  encourage  the  seduction  of  persons,  now 
iunocent,  into  the  commission  of  crime. 

Meanwliile  tlie  introduction  and  rejection  of  the  Reform  Bill 
'  Tlie  informer  in  question,  who  wan  undergoing  sentence  at  Brixton. 
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had  caused  a  considerable  increase  of  activity  among  the  political 
unions  which,  beginning  with  Birmingham,  had  sprung  up  in 
all  the  large  towns.  The  King  was  naturally  alarmed,  and 
through  his  secretary,  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  entered  into  a  corre- 
spondence with  Lord  Melbourne. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  yesterday  evening,  and  I 

Lord  .  "  .  -^  .-  *^'  , 

Melbourne  wisli  I  couUl  sav  ill  replv  to  it  tliat  the  infor- 
Herbert      inatlou  whicli  luis  bceu  L'iveu  to  liis  Majesty  is 

Taylor.  .    .  ,  ^        J 

Bouth*  not  correct.  The  political  unions,  as  far  as  I 
September  cau  Icam,  ai'G  Undoubtedly  extending  them- 
selves, increasing  their  niunbers,  and  completing 
their  arrangements.  They  are  not  so  numerous  as  the 
unions  for  the  purpose  of  raising  wages  and  regulating 
trades,  from  wliicli  they  are  as  yet  separate  and  distinct, 
but  in  both  cases  much  communication  and  co-opera- 
tion takes  place  by  means  of  delegates  between  the 
bodies  which  are  established  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  The  plans  and  intentions  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  preserving  the  public  peace  but  of  resisting 
the  payment  of  taxes  are  commonly  spoken  of  and 
agitated  amongst  them,  and  confidently  given  out  as 
intended  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

IIow  far  this  spirit  may  be  spread,  or  how  deep  it 
may  penetrate,  or  to  what  extent  it  may  really  be  acted 
upon,  it  is  impossible  beforehand  to  estimate  or  con- 
jecture, but  the  most  serious  fears  are  entertained  by 
many  well  acquainted  with  the  people  of  the  conse- 
([ueiices  which  would  attend  the  rejection  of  the  measure 
now  before  Parliament.'     As  these  persons,  however, 

*  The  allusion  evidently  is  to  Francis  Place,  with  whom  Lord  Mel- 
bourne was  in  frequent  communication  through  George  Laiib,  now 
Under-Secretary  for  Homo  AtTairs,  and  his  private  secretary,  Thomas 
Young.  (See  the  passjiges  from  Place's  MSS.  quoted  by  Mr.  Torrensi 
vol  i.  pp.  352,  36G.) 
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are  in  general  eager  advocates  of  that  measure,  and 
very  desirous  that  it  should  pass  into  law,  their  evidence, 
though  by  no  means  to  be  rejected,  must  be  received 
witli  some  allowance,  as  it  may  be  biassed  by  their 
wishes  and  inclinations.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  I 
cannot  but  look  with  solicitude  and  uneasiness  to  the 
result  of  the  division  upon  the  second  reading.  Some 
demonstrations  of  popular  feeling  will  probably  take 
place  in  the  form  of  riot  and  tumult,  but  these  ebulli- 
tions would  probably  be  of  little  importance  compared 
with  those  other  plans  and  designs  mentioned  in  your 
letter.^  The  open  meeting  of  the  political  unions 
which  do  exist,  and  the  formation  of  others  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dictating  to  Parliament,  would  be  a  formidable 
symptom,  and  any  extensive  and  successful  combination 
for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the  payment  of  taxes  would 
be  a  blow  levelled  at  the  ver}^  existence  of  all  our  insti- 
tutions, and  must,  in  the  complicated  and  artificial  state 
of  our  society,  be  attended  with  the  most  disastrous 
consequences. 

_  The  last  letter  which  I  addressed  to  vou,  if  I 

The  same 

to  the  .remember  right  upon  Saturday,  the  24th  inst.. 
South        I  wTote  in  creat  haste,  bein^  anxious  to  convev 

Street,  n  '  r> 

September  tlirougli  you  to  his  Majcsty,  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, such  infonnation  as  I  possessed  upon  the 
subje(*t  of  his  enquiry,  and,  upon  reconsideration  of  what 
I  then  wrote,  I  am  rather  fearful  that  in  mv  haste  I 
omitted  some  explanations  as  well  as  modifications  of 
the  statements  which  I  then  made. 

When  we  first  came  into  office  in  November  last, 
the  unions  of  trades  in  the  North  of  England  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  (*ountry  for  the  purpose  of  raising 

'  The  riots  at  Bristol  were,  however,  of  considerable  iui]K)rtunce. 
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wages,  etc.,  and  the  general  union  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, were  pointed  out  to  me  by  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  in  a 
conversation  I  had  with  him  upon  the  then  state  of 
the  country,  as  the  most  formidable  difficulty  and  danger 
with  which  we  had  to  contend,  and  it  struck  me  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  servants  in  the  same  light. 

We  considered  much  ourselves,  and  we  consulted 
much  with  others,  as  to  whetlier  the  arrangements  of 
these  unions,  their  meetings,  their  communications,  or 
their  pecuniary  funds,  could  be  reached,  or  in  any  way 
prevented,  by  any  new  legal  provisions ;  but  it  appeared 
upon  the  whole  impossible  to  do  anything  effectual, 
unless  we  proposed  such  measures  as  would  have  been 
a  serious  infringement  upon  the  constitutional  liberties 
of  the  countr}%  and  to  which  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  have  obtained  the  consent  of  Parliament. 

In  the  meantime  these  unions,  although  they  con- 
tinued to  subsist  and  to  carry  on  their  operations, 
evidently  began  of  themselves  to  slacken  and  to  remit 
some  of  their  energy,  and  to  lose  some  of  their  influence. 
Tlieir  attempts  at  open  violence  were  suppressed  by  a 
reasonable  display  of  force  and  resolution ;  and  the  ex- 
treme and  irremediable  loss  to  which  the  workmen  sub- 
ject themselves  by  belonging  to  them  began,  and  must 
still  continue,  to  force  itself  upon  their  attention  by 
affecting  their  comforts  and  even  their  subsistence. 

Some  of  the  men,  for  instance,  refused  2o5.  a  week 
and  stood  out  for  305.  Now  if  a  man  under  these  circum- 
stances  remains  twelve  weeks  out  of  work  he  loses  15Z. 
If  at  the  end  of  the  twelve  weeks  he  is  obliged  to  submit, 
and  does  not  obtain  the  advance  of  55.  a  week  his  loss 
is  irretrievable.  If  he  suc(^eeds,  he  must  still  labour  for 
more  than  a  year  to  make  up  his  loss  —55.  a  week  for 
fiftv-two  weeks  amount in<f  onlv  to  13/. 

K    2 
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This  is  so  clearly  a  losing  game  that  its  disadvantage 
must  in  time  become  obvious  to  the  most  vulgar  under- 
standing, and  even  to  that  which  it  is  still  more  difficult 
to  convince — namely,  to  a  mind  bewildered,  heated,  and 
rendered  obstinate  by  violence,  prejudice,  and  passion. 
In  consequence,  it  is  coming  to  be  admitted  by  the 
workmen  themselves,  in  their  public  meetings,  that  the 
unions  have  generally  failed,  and  I  feel  myself  quite 
persuaded  that  if  a  law  had  been  attempted  last  winter 
to  put  them  down  it  would  have  proved  less  effectual 
than  the  causes  which  I  have  already  mentioned ;  the 
inexpediency  of  the  steps  which  they  were  taking  would 
not  have  been  discovered  by  them,  their  faihire  would 
have  been  attributed  to  the  law,  and  the  spirit  of  union 
would  have  been  encouraged  and  strengthened  instead 
of  being,  as  it  is  in  some  degree,  discouraged.  The 
heaviest  blow  they  have  received  is  from  having  l>een 
left  to  their  own  course,  which  has  already  made  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  will  every  day  make  more  manifest, 
its  intrinsic  unreasonableness  and  absurdity. 

At  present  their  language  is  an  admission  that  their 
pirtial  and  local  unions  have  faile<l ;  that  in  such  con- 
tests the  masters  are  sure  to  get  the  better,  and  have 
d(^ne  so;  that  they  must  have  a  general  and  national 
union.  But  even  if  they  should  establish  such  a  general 
coml)ination  and  co-operation,  the  same  causes  whicli 
have  baffled  them  in  the  one  case — namely,  the  multitude 
of  workmen,  the  necessity  of  subsistence,  and  tlie  con- 
Ke([uent  competition  for  employment — will  liave  pre- 
cis(*lv  the  same  effect  in  the  other. 

Now,  it  must  be  observed  that  these  unions  are  far 
larger,  far  more  extensive,  far  more  numerous,  much 
b(*tt(»r  (liscipHned,  and  urged  and  instigated  l)y  a  more 
pressing    and    immediate    interest     than    the   political 
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unions.  These  latter  all  profess  the  same  object  as  the 
trade  unions — viz.  the  protection,  as  they  term  it,  of  the 
workman,  by  preventing  the  undue  reduction  of  wages ; 
but  they  go  further,  and  avow  the  ulterior  design  of  a 
general  reformation  of  the  Government. 

They  have  latterly  been  extending  themselves,  and 
they  have  begun  communication  by  means  of  delegates  ; 
but  my  information  comes  upon  this  subject  from  eager 
reformers,  who  are  very  anxious  to  promote  their  cause 
by  strong  representations  of  the  formidable  consequences 
which  would  result  from  the  failure  of  that  measure. 

In  Birmingham,  the  political  union  is  numerous,  but 
it  is  not  looked  upon  with  favour  by  the  more  respect- 
able of  its  inliabitants.  It  was  chieflv  set  on  foot  and 
promoted  by  Mr.  Thomas  Attwood,  who  thinks  of  nothing 
but  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  whose  real  object  is 
a  bank  restriction  and  an  issue  of  small  paper  money. ^ 

In  Manchester  and  the  manufacturing  parts  of  York- 
shire and  Lancashire  tliese  political  unions  have  not 
prevailed  to  the  same  degree,  nor  have  they  the  same 
consistency  and  popularity,  as  in  Birmingham.  In 
London  it  exists,  but  is  not  as  yet  formidable.  They 
are  established  also  in  many  parts  of  Scotland,  but  I 
am  not  aware  in  what  numbers,  or  how  composed.  But 
whatsoever  may  be  their  present  state  or  strength,  I  feel 
quite  certain  that  any  attempt  to  put  them  down  by  law 
would  only  end  in  giving  them  consequence  and  import- 
ance, and  would  perhaps  constitute  them  the  acknow- 
ledged organs  of  public  feeling,  of  which  at  present  they 

'  The  Birminpfliam  Political  Union  was  formed  in  the  beginning  of 
1880,  while  the  Tories  were  still  in  power,  for  the  purpose  of  denouncing  a 
metallic  currency.  Lord  Melbourne  always  disliked  Attwood,  and  when 
the  latter  said  to  him,  in  1882,  *  If  the  people  do  not  get  their  bellyful  after 
this,  I  shall  be  torn  in  pieces,'  all  the  consolation  he  got  was,  *  And  so 
much  the  better.     You  deserve  it.'     (Haydon's  Autobiographt/^  vol.  ii.) 
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are  only  the  symptoms.  It  is  the  public  feeling  which 
is  dangerous,  not  the  political  unions.  If  these  latter 
should  adopt  any  of  the  measures  mentioned  in  my 
former  letter,  such  as  the  resistance  of  the  payment  of 
taxes,  unless  they  are  supported  by  a  large  proportion 
of  the  middle  and  even  of  the  better  classes  of  society 
the  attempt  will  be  abortive  and  ridiculous.  If  they 
are  so  supported  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  how  critical 
the  state  of  public  affairs  will  become.  It  is  to  prevent 
and  to  avert  such  a  crisis  that  the  Eeform  Bill  has  been 
proposed  ;  and  the  best  mode  of  meeting  and  foiling  these 
unions  is  to  act  by  them  as  we  have  done  by  the  other 
unions,  which  I  have  before  described — not  to  interfere 
with  them  while  they  confine  themselves  within  the 
boundary  of  the  law.  If  we  act  otherwise  we  shall 
only  give  them  strength,  and  we  shall  commence  an 
imprudent  contest  in  which  we  are  by  no  means  sure  of 
success,  and  which  to  be  foiled  in  might  be  attended 
with  the  greatest  danger. 

If  I  hear  any  more  upon  these  subjects  I  will  take 
care  to  make  immediate  communication.  I  have  written 
this  in  great  haste,  and  imperfectly,  but  I  have  been  anx- 
ious to  write  it  in  order  to  explain  and  to  make  more 
clear  the  substance  of  my  former  letter,  and  also  to  state 
my  opinion  upon  the  course  which  ought  to  bepursued. 

...  I  AM  extremely  concerned  to  learn  from 

The  same      x^  .  .    . 

to  the  Dorsetshire  that  the  spirit  of  party,  occasioned 
Home  by  the  recent  election,  prevails  to  f:uch  a  de- 
October  25,  cfree  ill  the  yeomanrv  corps  of  that  count v 
that  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  call  upon  tlieni 
to  act  in  case  of  riot,  provided  the  doing  so  can  pos- 
siblv  be  avoided.*    We  must  not  conceal  from  ourselves 

*  Two  troops  of  Kentish  yeomanry  actually  resij^ed  becauFc  their 
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that  the  real  weakness  and  inherent  vice  of  all  institu- 
tions of  this  nature,  from  a  regiment  of  volunteers 
clown  to  a  posse  of  special  constables,  is  that,  being 
taken  immediately  from  the  body  of  the  people,  and  not 
having  habits  of  military  obedience,  they  are  in  times 
of  strong  popular  feeling  either  divided  within  them- 
selves by  discordant  opinions,  or  so  possessed  and 
heated  with  the  prevailing  popular  sentiment,  that 
either  they  cannot  be  depended  upon  for  acting  at  all, 
or  are  entirely  incapable  of  conducting  themselves  with 
that  steadiness,  coohiess,  and  impartiality  which  are  so 
absolutely  required  in  such  circumstances. 

I  am  very  much  afraid  that  your  Birmingham  corre- 
spondent is  too  sanguine  when  he  states  that  the  Bill, 
if  reasonably  altered,  would  meet  with  general  appro-^ 
bation.  The  changes  which  he  su<?<?ests  mifflit  con- 
ciliate  some  who  are  now  alarmed  at  it,  but  they  would 
undoubtedly  alienate  a  xevy  large  proportion  of  those 
who  at  present  profess  to  approve  it.  Care  should  be 
taken  to  guard  against  all  fraud  and  contrivance,  either 
in  rating  or  omitting  to  rate;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  would  be  a  measure  of  very  doubtful  policy  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  amount  of  qualification.  It  is  a  very 
dangerous  way  of  dealing  with  a  nation  to  attempt  to 
retract  that  which  vou  have  once  offered  to  concede.  Tlie 
principle  of  one  individual  being  empowered  to  give  a 
greater  numljer  of  suffrages  according  to  the  amount  of 
his  property  is,  in  my  opinion,  liable  to  great  objection. 
Property  will  always  possess  considerable  influence  over 
the  votes  of  others,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  leaning 
even  too  much  in  its  favour  to  give  it,  in  addition 
to    the   power  which   it   must   naturally   exercise,  an 

commanding  officers,  Lord  Sydney  and  Lord  Winchelsea,  had  voted  against 
the  Reform  Bill. 
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additional  direct  weight  of  its  own  by  investing  it  with 
the  plurahty  of  suffrages.  But  the  consideration  which 
weighs  most  with  me  is,  that  such  an  arrangement  leads 
to  the  result  of  a  majority  being  openly  and  manifestly 
out-voted  by  a  minority ;  a  result  which  strikes  me  as 
totally  opposed  to  the  real  principles  of  popular  voting, 
and  calculated  to  lose  all  the  advantages  derived  from 
popular  institutions,  and  which  mainly  consist  in  the 
contentment,  acquiescence,  and  satisfaction  derived 
from  the  consciousness  felt  by  the  people  that  they 
either  watch  over  their  own  interests,  or  have  each  of 
them  an  equal  voice  in  nominating  those  whom  they 
trust  with  that  duty. 

I  HAVE  been  thhikinff  a  ereat  deal  about  this 

Earl  Grey  .         .  . 

to  Lord       Birmingham  Union.     The  sort  of  or<?anisation 

Melbourne.  .         ?  . 

East  which  IS  now  proposed  is  not  calculated  for  the 

Sheen 

November  discussioii  of  public  qucstious  or  for  petitions 
upon  them.  It  is  of  a  military  character,  for 
active  purposes,  now  alleged  to  be  for  the  preservation 
of  the  public  peace,  but  easily  convertible  to  any  other 
objects.  Unarmed  as  a  body,  they  possess  arms  as 
individuals,  and  being  previously  formed  into  com- 
panies and  regiments  and  divisions  under  the  name  of 
tithings,  &c.,  they  may  at  any  moment  appear  as  an 
armed  and  disciplined  force.  The  danger  of  this  I 
need  not  point  out  to  you.  The  question  is,  how  to 
deal  with  it  ?  And  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  pro- 
ceeding, of  which  we  are  expecting  an  account  from 
Birmingham,  cannot  be  sanctioned  by  the  law.  I  wisli 
you  would  have  a  case  immediately  drawn  up  upon  Mr. 
Lawley's  letter,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-  and 
Solicitor-General  taken  upon  it,  that  we  may  have  it 
when  tlie  Cabinet  meets  on  tliis  subject.     You  will,  of 
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course,  bring  under  their  notice  the  facility  with  which 
a  body  so  organised,  though  not  with  arms  in  the  first 
instance,  may  become  an  armed  force. 

I  BEG  you  will  return  to  his  Majesty  my  humble 

Lord  Mel-  "  .         .  ^ 

bourne  to    tliaiiks  for  tlic  communicatiou  of  the  letter  from 

Sir  H   Tav- 

lor.  Home  Colouel  Wood,  wliich  agrces  with  the  accounts 

Office 

November    w^liicli  I  liave  rcceived  from  other  quarters.     I 

24   IbSl 

entirely  agree  with  the  general  reasoning  of 
your  letter  that  the  present  moment,  if  prudently  em- 
ployed, is  favourable  for  attaining  for  the  Government 
the  support  of  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  order  and  the  protection  of  property.  Whether 
the  formation  of  such  bodies  as  those  which  subsist 
under  the  names  of  trades  unions  and  of  political  unions 
is  illegal  may  admit  of  considerable  doubt.  I  entertain 
very  little,  however,  that  many  of  the  measures  taken 
by  the  trades  unions  are  as  clearly  illegal  as  were  the 
late  proposed  proceedings  of  the  Birmingham  Political 
Union.  These  if  carried  into  effect  would  have  amounted 
to  a  conspiracy  to  supersede  and  assume  the  power  of 
the  State.  The  resolutions  and  acts  of  the  trades  unions 
I  conceive  frequently  to  amount  to  a  conspiracy  to  con- 
trol their  masters  and  to  extort  from  them  a  higher  rate 
of  wages.  An  opinion  to  this  effect  w^as  given  by  the 
late  Attorney-  and  SoHcitor-General,  Sir  James  Scarlett 
and  Sir  Edward  Sugden ;  but  no  proceeding  of  law  was 
instituted  upon  this  opinion  by  the  late  Government, 
nor  has  it  as  yet  been  deemed  prudent  to  do  so  by  his 
Majesty's  present  advisers.  These  trades  unions  are  not 
at  present  either  flourishing  or  extending  themselves. 
In  some  instances,  as  at  Nottingham,  they  have  con- 
verted themselves  into  political  unions.  These  latter 
societies  have  undoubtedly  produced  hi  the  public  mind 


138  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

much  alarm,  and  they  have   received  a  considerable 
check  from  this  feeling. 

London  was  at  first  comparatively  quiet,  but  on  the  rejection 
of  the  second  Reform  Bill  political  agitation  became  sufiiciently 
formidable  there  also. 

Lo^^  I  PERCEIVE  by  the  newspapers  that  you  have 
JJ^g^p™®  consented  to  become  tlie  Chairman  of  the 
secrefLd  Political  Union  of  London  and  Westminster. 
tr^^Home  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  either  to  question  or  to 
oS^r  R^^ke  any  observation  upon  tlie  prudence  of 
27, 1881.  ^i^jg  step,  which  has,  of  course,  been  taken  with 
the  best  intentions,  and  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  times.  But,  seeing  that  you  are 
about  so  soon  to  act  publicly  in  a  situation  of  such  im- 
portance, influence,  and  responsibility,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  my  earnest  hope  that  you  will  see  the 
matter  in  the  same  li^ht  that  I  do,  and  that  vou  will  not 
be  led  hastily  to  countenance  measures  which  I  observe 
are  recommended  by  the  journals  of  the  greatest  weight 
and  ability  pubhshed  in  this  metropolis,  and  which  I 
therefore  conclude  are  not  unlikelv  to  be  submitted  to 
your  consideration.  Both  the  Times  and  the  Morning/ 
.  Chronicle  of  this  morninf]r  inculcate  the  necessitv  of  an 
immediate  general  arming  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  and  the  forming  them  into  a  body  under  the  desig- 
nation of  a  Conservative  Guard,  or  of  a  National 
Guard — the  former  title  being  new,  and  the  latter 
borrowed  from  the  French  Revolution.  The  objections 
which  I  feel  to  any  example  of  this  nature,  which  would 
be  immediately  followed  in  all  the  great  towns  through- 
out the  empire,  being  set  by  London  and  Westminster, 
must,  I  feel  confident,  immediately  present  themselves 
to  vour  own  mind. 
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First,  the  formation  of  any  such  body  would  be 
entirely  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  unless  by  the 
authority  of  the  Crown,  and  under  the  command  of 
officers  appointed  by  his  Majesty.  Every  subject  of 
these  realms  has  a  right  to  the  possession  of  arms  for 
his  defence ;  but  to  form  military  bodies,  to  muster,  to 
array,  to  arm,  and  to  train  them,  except  by  the  direction 
and  under  the  control  of  the  sovereign  authority,  is 
clearly  contrary  to  law,  and  entirely  inconsistent  with 
the  conthiuance  of  legal  government  in  the  country. 

Secondly,  although  considerable  ferment  prevails 
and  a  great  disposition  to  violence  and  plunder  exists 
amon<ist  certain  classes  of  tlie  communitv,  there  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  so  great  a  degree  of  danger  as 
to  justify  the  training  to  arms  of  all  those  who  may  be 
desirous  of  preventing  tumult  and  protecting  property. 
If  it  is  inexpedient  to  train  and  exercise  them,  it  is  also 
inexpedient  to  arm  them,  because  arms,  placed  in  un- 
trained hands,  only  produce  accidental,  unintended,  and 
unnecessary  bloodslied. 

Thirdly,  if  any  extraordinary  measures  are  required, 
the  law  and  the  constitution  clearly  point  out  what  they 
should  be.  It  is  unnecessarj^  to  have  recourse  to  estab- 
lishments with  new  and  foreign  names,  or  to  any  other 
weapons  than  the  constable's  staff.  If  the  inhabitants 
of  any  division  of  the  metropolis,  or  of  the  metropolis 
at  large,  feel  apprehensive  of  disturbance  and  danger, 
let  them  come  forward  and  be  sworn  in  as  special  con- 
stables ;  and  in  that  case  there  is  a  power  in  the  magis- 
trates to  form  and  arrange  them  in  such  a  manner  as 
may  render  them  effectual  for  other  objects,  and  even 
to  arm  them  with  more  formidable  weapons,  if  such 
should  appear  to  be  necessary. 

This  letter  produced  little  effect,  since  the  National  Political 
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Union,  with  affiliated  societies,  was  formed  on  October  31,  and 
the  Government  was  compelled  to  issue  a  proclamation  against 
it  on  November  22. 

As  to  Lord  Melbourne's  opinions  on  Reform  it  is  unnecessary 
to  say  much.  He  never  liked  the  measure,  and  during  the 
debate  on  the  second  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  he  frankly 
admitted  that  he  had  been  opposed  to  Parliamentary  reform,  and 
had  even  opposed  the  enfranchisement  of  Manchester  and  Bir- 
mingham, but  he  contended  that  the  declared  will  of  the  country 
left  the  Legislature  no  alternative.  Having  once  determined  to 
support  Reform,  he  supported  it  with  energy,  and  was  anxious 
that  the  recess  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  third  Bill 
should  be  as  short  as  possible. 

Lord  Pal-  Were  you  aware  yesterday,  vrhen  you  turned 
to^i^  the  scale  in  favour  of  meeting  in  a  fortnight, 
p^^^®-  what  has  been  the  nature  of  the  comniunica- 
^m^^2o  ^^o^^s  between  Wharncliffe  ^  and  Grey,  and  has 
1881.  Grey  shown  you  the  memorandum  of  their  con- 

versation three  days  ago  ? 

I  saw  Wliarncliffe  again  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  showed  him  Grey's  memorandum,  to  which  he  made 
one  or  two  additions,  to  explain  more  completely  what 
he  himself  had  said ;  and  he  told  me  that  he  considered 
the  interview  as  very  satisfactorj'.  He  said  that  since 
that  interview  he  had  seen  several  of  those  in  the  House 
of  Peers  who  thought  with  him,  and  that  he  was  convinced 
that,  if  any  satisfactory  arrangement  could  be  made 
between  himself  and  Grey,  peers  enough  would  follow 
him  and  Harrowby  in  changing  their  vote  to  ensure 
the  success  of  the  Bill.  He  had  seen  Dudlev  and  the 
Bishop  of  London,  and  was  going  to  see  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterburv  and  Lvndhurst. 

I  am  convinced  that  if  time  had  l)een  allowed  for  this 

'  Lord  AVharncUffe  and  Lord  Harrowby  were   the  leaders  of  the 
Wavorers. 
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negotiation  it  would  have  succeeded,  and  that  by  some 
modification  in  the  Bill,  which  from  what  Wharncliffe 
said  need  not  have  been  great,  we  could  not  only  have 
improved  the  measure,  but  have  ensured  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Lords  for  that  and  all  other  purposes  before 
Parliament  had  met. 

How  this  is  now  to  be  done  I  hardly  see.  John 
Eussell  is  to-morrow  three  weeks  to  expound  what  we 
call  the  principles,  but  what,  as  we  well  know  from  ex- 
perience, will  be  all  the  details^  of  the  Bill.  From  that 
moment  negotiation  is  over,  because,  though  men  are 
flattered  by  being  consulted  beforehand,  and  may 
tliereby  be  induced  to  go  to  great  lengths,  it  is  quite  a 
different  thing  to  summon  them  to  agree  to  a  measure 
already  made  public,  and,  therefore,  in  which  they  can- 
not suppose  it  possible  for  them  to  effect  any  change. 
]iut  how  can  we  expect  that,  with  all  the  other  unavoid- 
able occupations  of  office,  we  can  in  the  next  fortnight 
do  any  good  in  so  comphcated  an  affair  as  communi- 
cating with  Wharncliffe  and  his  friends,  and  at  the 
same  time  going  on  pari  passu  with  our  Cabinet  dis- 
cussions on  the  Bill  ? 

I  fear  it  is  hopeless  ;  and  we  shall  meet  Parliament 
with  a  Bill  not  to  our  liking,  and  without  having 
secured  the  support  of  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Peers. 

Every  week  would  have  been  so  much  gained,  as 
it  would  have  l)een  more  easy  for  men  to  have  come 
round.  What  the  considerations  are,  connected  with 
tliis  question,  which  arise  out  of  the  state  of  things 
at  home,  you,  of  course,  are  best  judge  ;  but  unless  we 
think  of  proposing  new  laws  for  the  suppression  of 
these  societies,  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  good 
gained  in  this  respe(!t  by  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
will  counterbalance  its  inconvenience  with  regard  to  the 
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points  above  mentioned ;  and  I  presume  we  have  not  at 
present  any  measures  to  propose. 

It  is  evident  that  Brougham  has  pledged  himself  in 
conversation  with  Barnes  ^  and  others  that  Parliament 
should  meet  before  Christmas,  and  is  determined  from 
vanity  to  redeem  his  pledge,  in  order  to  show  his 
ascendency  in  the  Cabinet ;  and  it  is  also  equally  evident 
that  he  fears  that  excitement  about  Reform  could  not 
be  kept  up  in  its  present  degree  for  six  weeks  longer, 
and  also  that  these  unions  would  disgust  and  alarm  all 
well-meaning  reformers,  and  so  prejudice  the  cause.  I 
have  no  doubt,  also,  that  those  out  of  the  Cabinet  who 
are  most  clamorous  for  an  immediate  meeting  are  so 
because  they  see  that  it  would  prevent  all  negotiation 
with  the  moderate  party,  and  all  possibility  of  coming 
to  an  understanding  with  them.  But  though  these 
motives  mav  be  sufficient  for  those  whom  thev  actuate, 
they  ought  to  influence  us  in  a  contrary  direction.  I 
think  our  division  unfortunate.  I  wish  Lansdowne  had 
been  in  town,  as  he  expressed  to  me  the  other  day  the 
strongest  possible  objection  to  an  early  meeting. 

Hon.  G.  The  interview  between  Wliarnclifle  and  Grey 
J;^^j(J^i_    had  more  positive  results  than  you  think  for, 

s^ndT'  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  made  and  verified  by  both  of 
(1881).  them  as  containing  the  substance  of  what 
passed.  As  far  as  I  can  understand,  the  chief  points 
which  it  contains  are  the  disfranchisement  of  the  Xomi- 
nation  lioroughs;  the  extension  of  the  constituency 
where  it  is  too  small ;  the  limiting  the  new  right  <  f 
votinir  to  the  boroughs  to  be  newlv  created;  tlie  re- 
consideration  of  Schedule  B—  some  of  its  boroughs  to  be 
put  into  Scliecliile  A,  some  to  be  left  as  tliey  are,  sonic 

»  The  Editor  of  the  Times. 
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to  retain  two  members  in  conjunction  with  neighbouring 
towns ;  the  decreasing  the  numbers  of  new  boroughs,  in 
order  to  give  in  all  cases  two  members  to  each.^ 

Wharncliffe  has  seen  Harrowby  and  the  Bishop  of 
London,  and  is  sure  of  their  concurrence.  The  terms, 
lie  admits,  are  surely  large  enough  to  frame  a  satis- 
factory measure  upon,  but  out  of  this  course  I  see 
nothing  but  confusion.  Your  letter  alarms  me  ;  it  shows 
no  resource  between  the  violent  men  who  are  employed 
in  framing  a  new  measure  and  its  absolute  rejection  by 
the  Parliament.  Yet  between  them  stands  the  Cabinet ; 
responsibility  of  the  measure  to  be  proposed  rests  with 
it ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  be 
infinitely  better  to  break  up  the  Government  than  to 
be  party  to  a  proposition  more  democratic  than  the 
last.  There  would  in  such  a  case  be  danger  of  convul- 
sion, but  there  would  also  be  the  means  of  forming  a 
new  Government ;  but  if  vour  measure  be  brou^rht  for- 
ward  and  rejected  I  see  nothing  but  danger,  and  no 
reniedv.  It  seems  clear  that  Grev  is  for  moderation, 
but  if  nobody  stands  firmly  by  him  he  is  sure  to  give 
way ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  violent  part  of  the 
Cabinet  are  ])ut  in  continual  communication  upon  this 
subject,  and  act  in  con(*ert,  while  those  who  ought  to 
check  them  do  not  understand  each  other,  and  have  no 
mutual  reliance  or  knowledge  of  each  other's  senti- 
ments. You  may  be  right  in  your  opinion  of  the  last 
Bill,  but  I  fear  vou  are  onlv  deceivinf]^  your  own  con- 
science  about  it,  for  I  have  seen  you  of  very  different 

'  Schedule  A  enumerated  the  boroughs  that  were  to  be  wholly  dis- 
franchised ;  Schedule  B  those  which  were  to  be  partially  disfranchised. 
Schedule  B  was  reconsidered,  the  number  of  towns  selected  for  partial 
disfranchisement  hein*?  thirty  instead  of  forty,  the  number  in  the  second 
Bill.  Grevillc  pivea  a  somewhat  different  version  of  the  bases  of  agree- 
ment (Joiirji'i!,  part  i.  vol.  ii.  pp.  211,  212), 
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opinion.  At  all  events,  the  idea  of  a  concurrence  in 
a  more  democratic  measure  passes  my  understanding. 
If  Wliarncliffe  is  satisfied  I  can  myself  count  seven  votes 
that  will  be  changed,  making  a  difference  of  fourteen. 
If  in  addition  to  these  Grey  would  put  himself  (as  he 
ought  to  do)  in  communication  with  the  Church,  and 
neutralise  their  votes,  which  surely,  after  what  has 
passed,  would  not  be  very  difficult,  it  is  clear  that  the 
Bill  would  pass  with  a  very  slight  creation  of  Peers,  if 
any  would  be  necessar}%  which  I  do  not  believe.  In 
opposition  to  this  what  is  there  to  be  set,  unless  it  be 
Althorp's  and  John  Eussell's  popularity  with  the  Bir- 
mingham Union  and  all  such  fellows  ?  ^  Is  it  possible 
to  doubt?  and  if  it  is  not,  have  the. sound  part  of  the 
Cabinet  sufficient  force  to  compel  this  course  ?  I  say 
they  have,  and  that  it  were  better  to  break  it  up  than 
to  be  a  party  to  the  opposite  one.  Nor,  if  this  determi- 
nation were  taken,  do  I  believe  that  Brougham  would 
be  found  altogether  intractable.  Tlie  first  step  to  be 
taken  would  be  to  gain  him,  and  with  that  everything 
would  be  easy  ;  but  with  or  without  I  see  no  other  safe 
course.  What  is  chiefly  wanting  is  courage ;  all  the 
audacity  and  activity  is  on  the  other  side,  and  where 
these  are  success  follows. 

As  far  as  the  Bill  is  concerned,  I  regret  the  decision 
about  the  meeting  of  Parhament ;  it  is  a  difficulty  the 
more  in  the  way  of  a  rational  conclusion.  If  the  state 
of  the  country  requires  it  I  have  nothing  to  say.  It 
is  time,  and  high  time,  that  something  were  done  or  at 
least  said  about  these  political  unions.  I  forgot  to 
mention  that  Wharncliffe  wishes  for  the  division  into 

'  Lord  Althorp  and  Lord  John  Russell  were  thanked  by  Uie  Union 
at  a  meeting  which  pledged  itself  to  resist  the  payment  of  taxes  until  the 
Bill  was  passed. 
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three  bills  —  disfraiicliisement,  enfranchisement,  regu- 
lation. 

I  cannot  understand  Grey  not  having  communicated 
it.  He  asked  and  received  Wliarncliffe's  assent  to 
doing  it.  It  is  remarkable  that  you  have  decided  to 
call  the  Parliament  at  the  very  moment  that  the  rascally 
press  had  begun  to  prepare  the  country  for  its  being 
put  off.  There  is  something  at  work  which  we  in  the 
country  cannot  comprehend. 

In  such  cases  Cliarles  IV.  of  Spain  used  to  say  there 
was  a  woman  in  them.     I  say  there  is  Brougham. 

In  February  1832  Lord  Melbourne  was  in  communication 
with  Lord  Haddington,  on  behalf  of  the  Waverers,  but  was 
unable  to  exact  any  adequate  concessions.*  Later  on,  though 
disgusted  by  the  violent  language  of  Lord  Durham  in  the 
Cabinet. — '  If  I  had  been  Lord  Grey,'  he  said,  *  I  should  have 
knocked  him  down  * — he  acquiesced,  though  with  some  reluc- 
tance, in  the  minute  recommending  the  immediate  creation  of 
Peers.  Still,  neither  the  conversations  which  Greville  records 
with  considerable  minuteness,  nor  the  following  letter,  written 
to  Sir  Frederick  Lamb  when  all  was  over,  convey  the  impres- 
sion that  he  was  at  any  period  of  the  struggle  an  ardent 
reformer. 

Palmerston,  who  is  here,  is  ffoincf  to  send  off  a 

Lord  Mol-  .  .  .  . 

bourne  couricr,  SO  I  wHtc  one  line.  ...  As  to  home 
Frederick  politics,  wliicli  arc,  undoubtedly,  in  a  great 
Pans-'  and  fearful  crisis,  it  appears  to  me  impossible 
to  say  anything  upon  them  which  can  be  relied 
upon.  All  depends  upon  the  working  of  the  Keform 
Act,  and  upon  the  character  of  the  new  Parliament.  I 
saw  by  one  of  your  letters  that  May  had  been  writing 

*  Lord  Haddinjxton's  letter  is  dated  February  12,  1832,  but  it  is  not 
very  important.  Greville  ^ivcK  a  Buinmary  (vol.  ii.  p.  245)  of  an  inter- 
view between  him  and  Lord  Melbourne,  which  apparently  led  to  the 
Ic^tter. 
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to  you  in  a  sanguine  tone  upon  the  subject,  as  if  none 
but  persons  of  consideration  would  be  elected.     It  may 
be  so,  but  nobody  can  say  that  with  any  confidence  at 
present — certainly  not   until   the  registry  of  votes  is 
completed ;  I  think  not  until  the  elections  have  taken 
place.     I  do  not  myself  much  like  the  complexion  of 
the  public  meetings  of  constituents  of  which  I  read  in 
the  newspapers.     They  seem  to  me  to  be  very  violent, 
to  be  disposed  to  go  a  great  way,  and  to  be  demanding 
pledges  in  a  very  positive  manner,  which  are  given 
rather  too  readily  and  to  too  great  an  extent.     The 
real  thing  to  be  feared  is  the  prevalence  of  the  Black- 
guard Interest  in  Parhament,  and  I  fear  there  will  be 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  members  of  that  descri])- 
tion.     The  election  violence  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
great  all  over  the  country,  and  of  course  will  grow 
worse  and   worse.     The  Cabinet  is  dispersed,    not  to 
meet  again  until  October  8,  when  we  shall  have  many 
difficult  questions  to  settle,  particularly  the  government 
of  Ireland,   which  there  are   great  inconveniences  in 
either  retaining  or  keeping  as  it  is ;  which  latter,  by  tlie 
way,  we  cannot  do,  for  neither  the  Lord  Lieutenant  nor 
Secretar}^  will  remain,  particularly  not  the  latter,  who, 
though  a  man  of  considerable  abilities,  and  of  such 
abilities  as  are  most  required  in  this  country,  has  about 
him  both   the  faults  of  great  spirit,  of  haste,  and  of 
rashness,  and  those  of  being  discontented  and  disgusted. 
It  is  hard  to  keep  a  government  which  has  rendered 
itself  unpopular ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  still  worse 
to  change  a  government  because  it  is  unpopular.     I, 
therefore,  should  decidedly  wish  them  to  remain  ;  but 
Stanley  will  not  do  so. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  when  the  new  Parliament 
meets  we  shall  ])e  pressed  to  go  further  in  reform — viz. 
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to  triennial  Parliaments;  and  these  matters  will,  un- 
doubtedly, be  mooted  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
I  should  expect  also  in  the  Cabinet.  There  is  no  know- 
ing to  what  one  may  be  led  by  circumstances,  but  at 
present  I  am  determined  to  make  my  stand  here,  and 
not  to  advance  any  further. 

By  the  way,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
could  send  me  any  information  respecting  the  criminal 
code  of  the  Austrian  States,  Hungary,  &c. :  Wliat  crimes 
are  punished  with  death,  and  what  punishments  are 
fixed  to  crimes  not  capital ;  whether  the  punishments 
are  rigorously  inflicted,  or  if  remitted,  and  upon  what 
principles ;  how  far  the  penitentiary  system  has  beeii 
adopted,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  such  insti- 
tutions ;  whether  the  system  is  effectual  or  not  for  the 
prevention  or  detection  of  crime ;  whether  crime  is  on 
the  increase  or  on  the  decrease ;  whether  there  is  any 
transportation,  or  any  equivalent  to  it ;  in  short,  any 
general  intelligence  upon  the  whole  subject. 

The  disturbance  in  the  rural  districts  did  not  cease  with  the 
rigorous  proceedings  of  the  Special  Commission,  and  during  the 
autumn  tlie  Home  Secretary  was  in  correspondence  with  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  on  the  subject : — 

The  Duke  ^^  couscqueuce  of  the  message  I  received  from 
TonTo^w  y^^i^*  lordship,  I  have  made  enquiries  respect- 
i^urne.  "^o  ^^^^  cxistcnce  of  a  political  union  in  this 
stmTh^'  ^'ounty.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Nov^iSr  ^'i^^*^  ^s  one,  or  several  local  societies  corre- 
8, 1832.  sponding  with  each  other  in  the  district  of  the 
county  extending  from  Whichester  to  Andover,  in  both 
of  which  towns  there  is  either  a  political  union  or  a 
principal  branch  of  the  general  union.  It  is  believed 
hi    the    county  tliat  C()b])ett   is   the  person  who   first 

L  2 
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established  these  unions  here,  and  that  they  are  in  com- 
munication with  him.  I  do  not  find  that  any  act  of 
outrage  has  been  committed  by  these  unions  or  by  per- 
sons supposed  to  belong  to  them.  It  appears  that  one 
peasant  threatened  the  magistrates  in  the  petty  sessions 
at  Andover  that,  if  not  relieved,  '  the  union  he  belonged 
to  would  see  him  righted/  The  farmers  are  certainly  a 
good  deal  alanned ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  these 
unions,  and  the  facilities  for  meeting  without  being 
observed  which  the  beer-houses  throughout  the  country 
give,  do  afford  the  means  of  combining  and  of  commit- 
ting outrages  by  a  considerable  number  of  persons  with- 
out risk  of  discovery,  and  with  a  prospect  at  least,  which 
those  concerned  would  be  apt  to  consider  a  certainty, 
of  protection  against  punishment. 

It  appears  that  the  members  of  these  unions  contri- 
bute a  penny  a  week  each. 

I  beUeve  it  is  impossible  for  the  local  authorities 
to  do  more  than  pay  the  utmost  attention  to  all  that 
passes,  and  to  act  promptly  and  vigorously  in  case 
any  outrage  should  be  committed,  I  have  written 
accordingly  to  the  resident  magistrates  of  the  county, 
and  to  the  mayors  of  Winchester  and  Andover.  I  have 
requested  these  gentlemen  to  communicate  with  each 
other  constantly,  transmitting  such  infonnation  as  each 
may  receive. 

I  am  going  into  Kent  next  week  to  attend  the  Dover 
Harbour  Sessions,  but  I  shall  return  here  inmiediately 
afterwards,  and  shall  be  ready  to  execute  any  instruc- 
tions that  I  may  receive  from  your  lordship. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  ^^^  Icavc  to  ackiiowlcdgc  your  Grace's  letter  of 
th«  Duk^  the  3rd  inst.,  and  to  return  your  Grace  my  l)est 
Ton^*""'"^   thanks  for  the  information  which  it  contains. 
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Private.  aucl  wliicli  foF  the  most  part  agrees  witli  that 
Nbv^S  which  I  had  previously  received.  It  gives  me 
7, 1882.  great  concern  to  learn  that  the  mind  of  that 
part  of  the  country  is  still  disturbed,  and  its  tranquillity 
endangered,  by  the  continued  existence  of  political 
unions. 

I  should  very  much  doubt  whether  Mr.  Cobbett  has 
committed  himself  so  far  as  he  would  do  by  placing 
himself  actually  in  communication  with  these  bodies  ; 
at  the  same  time,  much  both  of  his  weekly  writings  and 
of  his  acts,  such  as  his  dinner  at  Sutton,  prove  that  his 
attention  is  much  fixed  upon  that  quarter,  and  that  he 
thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  keep  up  his  influence  in  it. 
He  has  at  various  times  published  in  his  register  the 
names  and  residences  of  some  of  his  principal  adherents 
in  that  neighbourliood,  respecting  whose  character  and 
proceedings  it  miglit  be  useful  to  obtain  some  informa- 
tion. 

Further  than  this  I  know  of  no  steps  which  can  be 
taken,  either  by  the  magistrates  or  by  your  Grace,  be- 
yond those  which  your  Grace  states  yourself  in  your 
letter  already  to  have  recommended. 

The  Dnke  SiNCE  I  wrotc  to  your  lordsliip  last  week  on  the 
toiuo^te  sul)ject  of  the  political  unions  in  the  county  of 
bJ)unie.  Hants,  I  have  received  some  further  informa- 
waini^r  ^^^^^^  ^^^  which  it  may  be  interesting  to  your 
Novimber  lordship  to  rcccivc  the  communication. 
7, 1832.  J  enclose    your  lordsliip  the  rules  of  the 

liarton  Stacey  Union.  Your  lordship  will  see  that 
these  rules  refer  to  tlie  Winchester  Union.  It  is  not 
quite  clear  yet  whether  there  is  one  or  several  societies, 
each  acting  on  the  same  model.  It  is  certain  that  an 
application  lately  made  to  a  man  who  keeps  a  public- 
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house  not  far  from  Aiidover,  that  he  shoukl  let  for  hire 
a  room  in  his  house  for  a  meeting  to  be  held,  '  by  order 
of  the  committee^'  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  November 
12,  was  signed  by  'John  Stripp^  Secretary^'  and  dated 
*  Winchester  National  Union' 

There  have  been  instances  of  menaces  to  farmers 
who  intimated  an  intention  of  lowering  the  wages  of 
the  labourers  in  their  employment  from  ten  to  nine 
shillings  a  week.  The  labourers  said  *  that  they  had 
received  directions  from  the  union'  not  to  take  less 
than  ten  shillings,  and  that  the  union  '  would  stand  by 
them.' 

It  is  stated  that  above  half  of  the  labourers  in  the 
county  are  enrolled  in  these  societies.  Not  less  than 
twenty  acknowledged  the  fact  before  the  magistrates 
near  Andover  on  Saturday  last.  They  had  applied  for 
relief  from  their  parish,  and  the  magistrates  enquired 
whether  they  did  not  belong  to  a  pohtical  union,  and 
had  not  paid  sixpence  entrance  money,  and  did  not 
continue  to  pay  a  penny  a  week.  Each  of  them  ac- 
knowledged the  fact  stated.  It  is  understood  by  tlie 
labourers  that  the  money  subscribed  will  be  applied  to 
provide  for  their  existence  when  they  shall  be  unem- 
ployed, and  to  provide  arms  to  enable  them  to  dtftiid 
themselves. 

I  hear  a  good  deal  of  the  circulation  of  *  CV)bl;ett ' 
and  the  '  Poor  Man's  Guardian'  in  this  district. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  breach  of  the  peace, 
but  there  is  evidently  a  good  deal  of  alarm  througliout 
the  county.  A  gentleman  who  resides  at  Barton  Stacey 
reports  that  the  practice  of  the  sounds  of  the  bugle  have 
been  heard  at  night  in  that  neighbourhood. 

There  is  a  sufficient  body  of  yeomanrv  force  in  the 
county  of  Hants,  but  no  regular  troo2)s.     If  it  were  pos- 
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sible  to  station  two  or  three  companies  belonging  to  the 
garrison  of  Portsmouth  in  the  barracks  of  Winchester 
during  the  winter  months,  that  measure  might  have  the 
effect  of  preventing  any  breach  of  the  peace ;  and  at  all 
events  these  troops  would  give  countenance  and  even- 
tual support  to  any  measure  which  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  adopt  in  case  of  any  disturbance. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  acknowledging  your 
bourne  to    Gracc's  letter  of  the  7tli  inst.,  and  returnini? 

the  Duke  ^ 

of  Welling-  you  my  thanks  for  the  information  which  it 
Private.  convcys.  The  rules  of  the  Barton  Stacey  Union 
November    wliicli  vour  Gracc  has  transmitted  I  remember 

10   1832 

to  have  more  than  once  read  before,  and  I 
believe  them  to  have  been  drawn  up  and  circulated  in 
the  country  by  those  persons  in  London  who  designate 
themselves  the  National  Political  Union,  and  who  hold 
their  meetings  at  a  house  in  Theobald's  Road. 

These  societies  are  of  course  responsible  for  any 
illegal  language  which  they  hold,  or  any  acts  which 
they  commit,  otherwise  I  am  not  aware  of  any  law 
wliicli  renders  their  existence  illegal  whilst  they  con- 
tinue separate  and  independent ;  but  if,  as  is  represented 
to  your  Grace,  they  in  any  manner  communicate  or 
correspond  one  with  the  other,  they  render  both  the 
society  and  its  individual  members  liable  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  2otli  section  of  the  57  George  III.  c.  19, 
which  is  still  in  force,  although  the  other  parts  of  the 
same  statute  have  expired.  Persons  offending  against 
this  law  are,  amongst  other  processes,  subject  to  be 
summarily  convicted  and  fined ;  and  perhaps  your 
Grace  may  deem  it  advisable  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  this  Act  of  Parliament,  with 
the  caution  not  to  proceed  u})on  it  except  hi  a  very 
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clear  case  and  upon  very  sufficient  and  unquestionable 
evidence. 

I  deeply  regret  to  learn  from  your  Grace  that  much 
alarm  prevails  ui  those  parts  of  Hampsliire  to  which 
your  Grace  refers.  I  feel  assured  that  your  Grace 
will  use  your  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  its  being 
yielded  to.  Tlie  concessions  which  were  made  to 
violence  in  the  year  1830  have,  I  fear,  had  a  perma- 
nently bad  effect  upon  the  character  of  the  agricultural 
population. 

Lnmediately  upon  receiving  your  Grace's  letter,  I 
consulted  with  the  General  Commanding-in-Cliief  upon 
the  recommendation  which  it  contained  of  stationing 
the  military  force  at  Winchester.  The  garrison  at 
Portsmouth  is  too  weak  to  furnish  it,  being  already 
harassed  by  the  duty  which  it  has  to  perform.  The 
whole  force  south  of  London,  your  Grace  is  well  aware, 
is  very  small,  but  I  will  make  every  exertion  for  the 
adoption  of  your  Grace's  suggestion  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acknowledge  your  letters  of  the 

Lord  Mel-  iir»i*^i 

bourne  to    30th  ult.  aud  tlic  2nd  of  the  present  month.     I 

Sir  H 

Tayioi.       entirely  aOTee  with   you  in  the   construction 

Whitehall,  ,  .    1  1  n  ,  .    .      , 

December    wiiicli  you  i)ut  UDOii  tiic  addrcsses  wliicJi  have 
been  presented  to  his  Majesty  uj^on  the  sub- 
ject of  Holland.^ 

This  question,  like  many  others,  is  taken  up  without 
reference  to  its  real  merits  for  the  sole  purpose  of  in- 
juring the  administration.  Faction  and  party  spirit 
are  the  prevailing  vices  of  popular  government,  and 
so  violent  are  they  that  they  often  overbear,  even  in 

*  Protests  ftfjainst  the  expulsion  of  the  Dutch  from  Bel^uin  by  means 
of  an  embargo  on  Dutch  shipping,  and  the  French  expeditionary  force 
under  Marshal  Gerard. 
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patriotic  and  honourable  minds,  all  considerations  of 
public  utility  and  even  all  regard  to  justice  and  truth. 
It  has  often  struck  me  that  they  are  infinitely  more  ab- 
surd and  injurious  when  they  interfere  with  the  foreign 
than  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  a  country.  The  public 
judgment  upon  domestic  questions  is  often  sufficiently 
erroneous,  but  the  intervention  in  foreign  questions  of 
those  who  are  guided  only  by  enmity  and  passion,  who 
have  never  given  due  consideration  to  the  subject,  nor 
possess  the  means  of  making  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  actual  circumstances,  can  never  be  productive  of 
anything  but  mischief.  The  gentlemen  who  waited 
upon  me,  I  doubt  not,  are  sincere  in  their  disclaimer  of 
political  motives,  but  no  meeting  has  been  distinguished 
by  gi-eater  violence  or  more  unbounded  intemperance 
of  language. 

The  session  of  1833  was  remarkable,  so  far  as  English  affairs 
were  concerned,  for  the  Factory  Bill,  the  preparation  of  which 
fell  to  the  Home  OflRce.  But  the  only  portions  of  Lord  Mel- 
bourne's correspondence  during  the  year  that  appear  of  particular 
interest  deal  with  the  disordered  state  of  the  country, 

ix>rd  Grey  ^  ^^''^^  already  seen  a  printed  copy  of  Attwood's 
Mib^urno.  letter.  Thc  object  of  the  meeting,  the  discussion 
Jureet.May  ^^  Miuistcrs,  is  ccrtaiuly  not  illegal,^  but  the 
15, 1833.  terms  of  excitement  addressed  to  the  populace, 
and  the  means  of  enforcing  that  object  by  calling  upon 
the  people  '  to  come  together  oiice  more'  in  their  count- 
less masses,  are  at  least  dangerous  to  the  public  peace. 
Whether  under  these  circumstances  similar  measures  to 
those  adopted  here  would  be  right  and  expedient  is  a 
point  which  I  am  not  so  well  able  to  determine,  at  least 

'  The  Union  declared  the  Government  'nnablo  or  unwilling  to  extri- 
cate  the  country  from  the  difficulties  and  dangers  with  which  it  is 
surrounded.' 


164  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

without  the  concurrence  of  our  colleagues,  and  I  should 
say  also  the  opinion  of  the  law-officers  of  the  Crown. 
That  it  is  necessary,  however,  to  take  measures  for  check- 
ing proceedings,  the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to  over- 
awe the  King  and  the  Parliament  by  a  display  of 
physical  force,  appears  to  me  incontestable. 

There  seems  to  have  been  some  very  unpleasant 
evidence  given  before  the  coroner.  How  came  these 
adverse  witnesses  to  be  the  first  examined  ?  ^ 

The  Bome  WiiERE  SO  many  accounts  agree,  I  think  we  may 
^^e.  May  f^i^ly  coucludc  that  the  Birmingham  meeting 
«2,i»s8.  jj^  j^Q|.  answer  the  views  of  Messrs.  At  t  wood 
and  O'Connell;  but  this  new  system  of  establishing 
clubs  to  procure  arms  should  be  carefully  watched. 
The  speeches  are  very  violent  and  mischievous,  but  I 
am  afraid  there  is  nothing  in  them  which  could  be 
successfully  prosecuted.  There  are  some  passages, 
however,  that  a  good  jury  could  not  fail,  I  think,  to 
pronounce  highly  seditious. 

I  HAVE  read  with  great  concern  in  the  pai)ers 

Lord  Lans- 

doHTieto  of  to-day  the  account  of  what  must  be  con- 
bourne.  sidcrcd  tlic  successful  resistance,  in  one  instance 
October26,  at  Icast,  to  tlic  papucut  of  assessed  taxes  in 
London  ;  *  and  thou<?h  I  cannot  doubt  that  vuur 
feelings  on  the  subject  would  be  same  with  my  own,  I 
have  too  strong  a  conviction  of  the  mischievous  effect 
it  may  produce  not  to  express  it,  as  the  Cabinet  is  at 
this  moment  scattered. 

I  see  every  appearance,  not  only  in  London,  but  in 

'  At  tho  Coldbath  FieldH  meetinf»,  a  policeman  was  stabbed  to  death. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  *  justifiable  honiicide.' 

^  An  Association  was  formed  in  Marylebono  to  resist  the  iiupositiou  of 
the  House  Tax. 
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almost  every  town  I  hear  anything  about,  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a  lladical  party,  not  yet  strong  in  numbers  and 
much  less  in  influence,  but  which  any  semblance  of 
triumph  would  call  into  activity,  and  add  to  its  strength 
many  who  would  not  be  withheld  by  principle  from 
joining  any  popular  cry  the  moment  it  appeared  the 
successful  cause.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  means  may  be 
found  of  preventing  any  further  effectual  resistance  to 
the  law,  for  which  no  effort  should  be  spared,  and  Go- 
vernment will  be  supported  in  it  now  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  country. 

I  propose  being  in  town  in  the  course  of  a  w^eek. 

In  1 834  the  new  Poor  Law  was  added  to  the  Statute  Book ; 
but,  though  prepared  at  the  Home  Office  from  the  report  of  the 
Commission  in  1832,  its  conduct  through  the  Upper  House  was 
entrusted  to  Lord  Brougham.*  Lord  Melbourne's  hands  were 
full  enough  however,  especially  when  the  conviction  ol  the  six 
Dorsetshire  labourers  for  administering  illegal  oaths  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  monster  demonstration  of  trades  unions  on  April 
21,  which  marched  from  White  Conduit  House,  near  King's 
Cross,  to  the  Home  Office,  and  demanded  the  return  of  the 
labourers  from  Australia.  Lord  Melbourne  quietly  refused  to 
receive  the  demonstration,  and  it  was  persuaded  to  pass  on  to 
Newington.  His  arrangements  generally  are  remembered  by 
the  present  Lord  Grey,  then  Under-Secretary  at  the  Home 
Office,  as  having  been  particularly  good. 

Tlie  following  letter,  addressed  to  a  Dorsetshire  magistrate, 
shows  that,  although  the  Home  Secretary  was  determined  to 
cai  ry  out  the  law  with  firmness,  he  would  be  no  party  to  the 
straining  of  the  law  : — 

'  An  apology  is,  perhaps,  necessary  for  quoting  once  more  the  familiar 
dialogue  between  Lord  Melboiu*no  and  Mr.  Denison,  afterwards  Lord 
Ossington.  The  latter  used  to  relate  that,  encouDtering  Lord  Melboxirno 
when  about  to  mount  his  horse  at  the  door  of  the  ottice,  he  called  his 
attention  to  some  recpiired  modifications  in  the  new  Poor  Law  Bill.  Lord 
Melbourne  referred  him  to  his  brother  George.  *  I  have  been  with  him,' 
was  the  reply,  *  but  he  damned  me,  and  damned  the  Bill,  and  damned  tho 
paupers.'     *  Well,  damn  it,  what  more  could  he  do  ?  *  was  the  rejoinder. 
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To  Mr.  ^^  have  now  had  experience — very  long  ex- 
F^mpton.  perience — amongst  the  manufacturing  popula- 
Sid^fi.  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^^^  ^^'^^  ^^^^^  which  we  are  now, 
South*'  perhaps,  destined  to  contend  in  the  agricuhural 
Ml^h26  districts,  and  the  safest  course  will  be  to  take 
^^^'  that  experience  for  our  guide.  The  farmers 
stand  to  the  labourers  in  the  same  relation  as  the  master 
manufacturers  stand  to  their  workmen.  The  law  with 
respect  to  both  classes  is  substantially  the  same.  It 
may  be  somewhat  varied  by  particular  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  in  general  it  is  the  same.  By  that  law, 
whether  wise  or  otherwise,  unions  and  combinations  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  or  of  lowering  wages — provided 
they  do  not  resort  to  violence,  fraud,  intimidation, 
illegal  oaths,  or  acts  in  themselves  illegal — are  legal.  Is 
it  possible,  then,  for  the  Government  to  advise  the 
magistrates,  or  for  the  magistrates  to  advise  the  farmers, 
to  discharge  their  men  for  doing  that  which  may  be  not 
only  legal,  but  just  and  reasonable?  Would  not  the 
respective  parties  so  acting  take  upon  themselves  a 
great  responsibility,  incur  much  odium,  and  subject 
themselves  to  observations  which  it  would  be  difficult 
to  reply  to  ? 

It  also  occurs  to  me  to  ask  very  seriously  whetht  r 
such  a  course,  if  recommended  and  adopted,  would  be 
likely  to  be  successful  and  effectual.  It  has  always 
been  found  difficult  to  obtain  co-operation  amongst  the 
master  manufadurers,  and  the  farmers  are  still  more 
timid,  more  disunited, more  attentive  to  their  particular 
situation  and  individual  interests,  and  at  the  same  time 
less  intelligent  and  apprehensive.  My  impression  is 
that,  if  the  recommendation  ( f  the  magistrates  became 
very  unpopular,  or  in  any  way  seemed  in  danger  of 
failure,  vou  would  be  abandoned  bv  manv  of  those  who 
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would  at  first  embrace  the  plan,  and  the  whole  blame 
would  be  thrown  upon  those  who  had  suggested  the 
measure. 

You  will  naturally  ask  me,  Are  we,  then,  to  wait  with 
our  arms  folded  whilst  this  combination  spreads  itself 
throughout  the  peasantry,  and  j)repares,  undisturbed, 
the  most  dangerous  results  ?  I  am  compelled  to  answer, 
that  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  and  of  the  public 
feelhig,  I  see  no  safe  or  effectual  mode  of  prevention. 
Speaking  candidly,  it  appears  to  me  highly  improbable 
that  an  evil  which  has  so  long  afllicted  the  manufac- 
turing districts  should  not,  in  the  present  state  of 
general  restlessness,  creep  into  and  infest  the  agricul- 
tural parts  of  the  country.  We  meet  it  as  well  as  we 
can.  If  it  should  assume  a  more  dangerous  character, 
the  immediate  peril  will  probably  at  once  suggest,  and 
reconcile  the  public  mind  to,  the  necessary  measures. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
HouHcof  and  return  you  many  thanks  for  it.  I  shall  be 
Mu^ch  81,    very'  glad  to  learn  that  the  farmers  refuse  to 

1834 

employ  those  labourers  who  have  engaged  in 
the  union,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  much 
better  that  thev  should  do  so  of  their  own  accord,  and 
from  themselves,  than  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
magistrates.  If  tliey  adopt  such  a  course  upon  their 
own  responsibility  they  will  be  more  likely  to  persevere 
in  it ;  it  will  have  a  greater  effect  upon  the  labourers 
themselves,  and  will  be  less  offensive  to  them  than  it 
would  be  if  it  could  be  attributed,  as  it  would  be,  solely 
to  the  hifluence  and  interference  of  the  higher  classes  of 
societv.  At  the  same  time  the  farmers  should  receive 
every  encouragement  and  support  in  such  j^roceedings, 
always  taking  it  for  granted  that  they  have  themselves 
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acted  justly,  and  have  not  generally  attempted  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  labourers  below  their  fair  and  natural 
level.  I  say  generally^  because  it  is  impossible  to  guard 
against  particular  cases  of  hard  dealing  and  injustice. 
I  omitted  in  my  former  letter  to  state  that,  a  union  for 
legal  purposes  being  itself  legal,  it  appeared  to  me 
doubtful  whether  a  labourer  who  was  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  being  discharged  by  his  master  for 
belonging  to  a  union  could  be  refused  parish  relief. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  very  particular 
account  of  the  persons  convicted.  It  proves  that  tlie 
law  has  in  this  case  been  most  properly  applied.  There 
is  nothing  that  strikes  me  as  being  necessary  to  be 
added,  unless  you  could  inform  me  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  is  stated  that  James  and  George  Loveless  were 
active  in  the  riots  of  1830. 

I  had  heard  from  Lord  Shaftesbur}^  that  one  of  the 
convicts  had  been  too  ill  to  be  removed.  He  should  be 
removed  as  soon  as  he  is  sufficiently  recovered.^ 

The  King  has  received  Viscount  Melbourne's 

The  King  J^ 

to  Lord       letter  of  yesterday  and  its  enclosures,  and  has 

Melbourne.       ,  ,  .  .  .  - 

Windsor  given  his  serious  attention  to  the  communica- 
March8o,  tious  luadc  by  Lord  Lyttelton  upon  the  state  of 
the  trades  unions  in  Birmingham.  The  sulyect 
had  always  appeared  to  his  Majesty  one  of  the  deepest 
importance  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  to  the  interests  of  societv,  and  he  laments  the  increase 
of  an  evil  which  may  possibly  terminate  in  the  decay 
and  the  natural  death  of  the  exciting  causes,  but  which 
in  the  meantime,  and  in  its  mischievous  progress,  may 

*  The  haste  with  which  the  labourers  were  despatched  to  Atistralia, 
thoiij]jh  a  wise  precatition,  increased  the  clamour  against  the  convic- 
tions. 
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expose,  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  the  country  to  much  contest,  incon- 
venience, and  loss ;  to  menace,  much  alarm,  and  possibly 
to  actual  commotion.  Surely  if  such  be  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  Minister  best  situated,  and  therefore  best 
qualified,  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  subject ;  and  if  it 
be  admitted  that  no  remedy  can  be  applied,  that  the 
fire  cannot  be  extinguished,  but  that  it  must  burn  until 
it  burns  out,  and  has  dama«[ed  and  destroyed  that 
which  it  can  reach,  there  must  be  something  in  the  law 
of  the  countr}'  which  is  inadequate  and  defective,  which 
requires  to  be  amended  in  order  to  secure  property,  to 
check  menace,  and  to  secure  the  country  from  the  visi- 
tation of  actual  commotion.  The  various  trades  may 
differ  in  their  situations,  their  objects,  views,  motives, 
and  modes  of  acting,  and  therefore  may  not  unite  in 
one  body  for  the  purpose  of  any  general  and  simul- 
taneous movement — and  God  forbid  they  should  ! — but 
still  it  is  admitted  that  there  is  sufficient  of  purpose  and 
union  to  produce  actual  commotion  and  to  inflict  serious 
evil  upon  the  connnerce  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  men  concerned  avow  their  intention  of  appealing 
to  l)rute  force  ;  they  defy  the  law,  and  they  intimidate 
the  parties  into  compliance  with  their  demands  because 
tlie  law  does  not  afford  protection  to  those  who  are  so 
assailed.  A  contractor,  for  instance,  may  obtain  an 
extension  of  time,  but  the  delay  and  the  interruption  of 
his  arrangements  must  entail  serious  loss  upon  him,  and 
unless  supported  he  must  end  by  yielding. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  King  caimot  lose  sight  of  the 
importance  of  endeavouring  to  impose  some  check  to 
the  progress  of  this  evil,  and  to  adopt  some  pi^evmtive 
measures,  instead  of  trusting  to  its  decay  after  the  edifice 
shall  liave  been  injured  ;   and  he  is  anxious  that  the 
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question  should  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
his  Government  at  the  approaching  meeting  of  Cabinet. 

Lord  Mel-  ViscouNT  MELBOURNE  presents  his  humble  duty 
theKhi^  to  your  Majesty,  and  begs  leave  to  acknow- 
A^if2^^^'  ledge  your  Majesty's  gracious  communication 
1834.  Qf  March  30  upon  the  subject  of  trades  unions. 

Viscount  Melbourne  feels  entirely  with  your  Majesty 
that  these  combinations,  the  extent  to  which  they  have 
spread,  the  tone  which  they  assume,  and  the  preten- 
sions which  they  advance,  demand  the  utmost  vigil- 
ance and  the  most  serious  attention  of  your  Majesty's 
servants. 

Viscount  Melbourne,  however,  begs  humbly  to  ex- 
plain to  your  Majesty  that  it  was  only  out  of  super- 
abundant caution  that  he  admitted  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Lyttelton  that  serious  commotion  was  a  probable  result 
of  the  present  state  of  these  unions. 

That  they  inflict  loss  both  upon  those  who  engage 
in  them  and  upon  those  against  whom  they  are  directed, 
both  upon  the  masters  and  the  men,  and  consequently 
upon  the  community  at  large,  is  a  clear,  undeniable 
fact ;  but,  notwithstanding  their  menacing  language  and 
attitude.  Viscount  Melbourne  does  not  at  present  antici- 
pate from  them  any  material  disturbance  of  the  public; 
peace.  Men  often  threaten  the  most  violently  when  they 
are  the  most  afraid,  and  Viscount  Melbourne  attributes 
their  present  clamour  to  the  strong  impression  made 
upon  them  by  the  recent  conviction  in  Dorsetshire,  and 
to  their  consciousness  of  the  mortal  blow  which  it 
strikes  at  the  root  of  the  whole  of  their  proceedings. 

Viscount  Melbourne  partakes  of  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  your  Majesty  that  the  prevalence  of  lliost* 
combinations  affords  reason    to   apprehend  that   there 
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must  be  something  in  the  law  of  the  country  upon  the 
suljject  inadequate  and  defective,  and  which  requires  to 
be  amended.  The  difficulty  is  to  discover  where  the 
inadequacy  and  defect  lies,  and  how  it  is  to  be  supphed 
or  corrected.  That  the  vice  is  not  of  recent  origin  is 
sufficiently  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  preamble  of 
the  6tli  Geo.  IV.  c.  129,  the  Act  repealing  the  combina- 
tions laws,  which  preamble  enumerates  the  statutes 
enacted  upon  this  subject. 

The  first  of  those  statutes  was  passed  in  the  thirty- 
third  year  of  Edward  I.,  the  last  in  the  fifty-seventh  of 
George  III.,  and  the  intermediate  period  exhibits  a  list 
of  thirty-six  English  and  Scotch  laws,  all  directed  to 
the  repression  of  these  practices  and  the  regulation  of 
the  trade  in  this  respect.  The  early  date  and  the  num- 
ber of  these  statutes  prove  at  once  the  antiquity  of  the 
mischief,  its  continued  prevalence,  the  deep  sense  which 
was  entertained  of  the  necessity  of  remedying  it,  and 
the  inefficiency  of  the  legislative  provisions  adopted  for 
that  purpose.  To  this  long  list  of  failure  Viscount 
Melbourne  fears  there  must  be  added  that  of  the  5th 
Geo.  IV.  c.  95,  and  the  6th  Geo.  IV.  c.  129,  which 
repealed  all  former  statutes  against  combinations,  and 
enacted  the  law  which  is  at  present  in  force.  Since  the 
piissing  of  this  Act  the  evil  has  undoubtedly  shown 
itself  more  manifestly  and  increased,  but  whether  en- 
tirely  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  it 
appears  to  Viscount  Melbourne  to  be  impossible  to 
presume  with  confidence. 

Upon  the  whole,  Viscount  Melbourne  humbly  trusts 
that  your  Majesty  will  rest  assured  that  the  subject  will 
be  considered  l^y  his  Majesty's  servants  with  that  cir- 
cumspection wliicli  is  suggested  by  its  evident  difficulty, 
and  at  tlu^  same  time  with  the  finnuess  and  determina- 
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tion  which  are  required  by  its  dangerous  and  formidable 
character. 

In  the  midst  of  his  various  occupations  Lord  Melbourne 
found  time  to  write  a  thoughtful  letter  to  Lord  Bexley,  better 
known  perhaps  as  Mr.  Vansittart,  who  had  taken  much  interest 
in  the  Penitentiary  at  Milbank,  on  the  question  of  secondary 
punishments : — 

I  AM  sure   you  will   aOTee  with  me  that   the 

Private  ...  . 

and  confi-  principal  aim  and  object  of  punishment  which 
South  it  IS  the  duty  of  (jovernment  to  keep  steadily 
April  9,  in  view  is  to  deter  from  the  commission  of 
offences  as  far  as  possible ;  and  here  it  is,  in 
my  opinion,  that  the  institution  of  the  Penitentiary,  as 
it  is  at  present  applied,  is  faulty  and  defective.  In 
order  that  a  penalty  may  be  feared,  it  must  be  sure, 
bc^forehand,  that  in  certain  circumstances  it  will  be  in- 
curred ;  in  order  that  punishment  may  be  dreaded,  its 
infliction  must  be  anticipated.  Now,  no  man  knows 
that  in  case  of  any  delinquency  he  shall  he  subjected  t6 
the  discipline  of  the  Penitentiary ;  all  he  knows  is,  that 
possibly  he  may  be.  The  course  is,  that  from  the  whole 
mass  of  persons  convicted  a  certain  number,  whose 
cases  are  thoufj^ht  to  be  lighter  and  to  admit  of  more 
excuse  than  those  of  the  rest,  or  whose  age  and  character 
seem  to  hold  out  a  greater  hope  of  their  ultimate  re- 
formation, are  selected  to  be  sent  to  this  prison,  and  in 
this  manner  the  principal  effect  of  the  existence  of  the 
institution  is  to  add  another  chance  to  the  already,  per- 
haps, too  numerous  chances  of  the  criminal  law.  If 
there  be,  then,  any  terror  in  imprisonment  under  the 
various  modifications  bv  which  it  is  re<j^ulate(l  in  the 
Penitentiary,  we  lose  by  the  manner  in  which  we  ai)ply 
it  all  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  that  terror.     I  am 
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anxious,  therefore,  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  opinion 
upon  a  phin  which  has  struck  me  as  being  calculated 
to  obviate  this  objection,  and  to  derive  from  the  Peni- 
tentiarv  all  the  benefit  whic^li  such  an  establishment  is 
Cidculated  to  confer  upon  the  community ;  and  if  your 
opinion  be  favourable  to  this  design,  I  feel  also  confi- 
dent that  I  shall  receive  your  assistance  in  carr}dng  it 
into  execution. 

In  punishment  there  can,  after  all,  be  little  or  no 
noveltv.  It  was  known  lon<2f  a<n3  what  and  how  much 
man  can  inflict  upon  man,  and  it  is  not  likely  now  that 
there  should  be  either  invention  or  discovery  in  this 
respect.  All  these  matters,  which  are  brought  forward 
with  some  little  pomp  under  the  names  of  penitentiaries, 
prison  discipline,  panopticon,  &c.,  and  dignified  with 
the  titles  of  systems  and  theories,  are,  in  fact,  different 
regulations  of  imprisonment  for  the  purpose  of  render- 
ing it  more  effectual.  I  believe  that  these  rules,  by 
wliich  cleanlinesi^  and  order  and  labour  are  innx)sed, 
and  silen(;e  enforced,  do  render  it  more  effectual,  do  in- 
spire a  greater  dread  of  its  repetition,  and  produce  a 
l)etter  frame  of  mind,  and  one  that  is  more  likely  in 
future  to  abstain  from  criminality,  and,  therefore,  I 
would,  as  speedily  as  possil)le,  extend  these  advantages 
to  all  imprisonment ;  and  with  this  view,  and  as  a  con- 
siderable step  towards  that  end,  I  would  propose  that 
tlie  Penitentiary  at  Mill)ank  should  be  appropriated  to 
the  reception  of  offenders  sentenced  to  confinement  in 
tlie  metropolis. 

It  appears  l)y  returns  from  all  the  prisons  in  London, 
Westminster,  and  Southwark,  that  the  total  number  of 
})ersons  sentenced  during  the  year  1833  to  imprisonment 
for  terms  varvin<if  from  a  sin<de  dav  to  two  years  has 
l>een  no  k'ss  llian    14,043,  of  whom   11,880  have  been 

3i    2 
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committed  for  periods  of  a  month  and  under.  The 
crowded  state  of  these  prisons,  occasioned  by  the  con- 
finement of  so  great  a  number  of  offenders,  and  the  still 
more  numerous  committals  for  trial,  has  been  productive 
of  the  most  serious  evils.  It  has  made  it  impossible  to 
enforce  such  a  system  of  discipline  as  would  render  the 
punishment  really  formidable,  and  it  puts  out  of  the 
question  any  attempt  of  protecting  less  hardened 
offenders,  and  those  who  are  only  committed  for  trial, 
from  the  contagion  of  intercourse  with  the  most 
abandoned  criminals.  Both  of  these  ends  might  be 
answered  in  a  very  great  degree  by  the  emplojTnent  of 
the  Penitentiary  in  the  manner  which  I  have  above 
suggested. 

In  spite  of  the  pressure  of  business  Lord  Melbourne,  while 
Home  Secretary,  did  not  relinquish  his  habits  of  study.  A  letter 
from  the  Principal  Librarian  of  the  British  Museum '  shows  that 
he  was  at  this  time  investigating  early  dramatic  literature,  and 
enquiring  after  the  following  books : — 

Dr.  Rainold's  *  Overthrow  of  Stage  Plays-.'     4d.     1599. 

Master  Northbrook's  'Treatise  against  Vaine  Plays  and 
Interludes.'     1577. 

Stephen  Gosson's  '  Plays  Confuted  in  Five  Actions.'  About 
1581. 

Stubbe's  '  Anatomie  of  Abuses.'     12d.     1585. 

Heywood's  *  Apology  for  Actors.'     4d.     1612. 

J.  G.'s  (John  Green's)  *  Refutation  of  Heywood's  Apologie.' 
ir>15. 

The  entries  in  the  Commonplace  Book,  the  last  of  which  were 
made  in  1832  and  1833,  show  that  he  was  still  reading  his 
favourite  authors,  Aristotle  and  Thucydides,  Clarendon  and 
Burnet.  One  of  the  last  entries  is  a  quotation  of  the  well-known 
lines  from  the  *  Henriade '  (chap.  i.  p.  7) — 

Mais  Henri  s'avan^ait  vers  sa  grandeur  supreme 
Par  des  chemins  caches,  inconniM  d  lui-nieme — 

»  Sir  H.  Ellis'8  letter  is  dated  Febniarv  21,  1834. 
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with  the  comment :  '  The  case  with  every  great  man.  Much  of 
what  is  attributed  to  design,  accident ;  an  unknown  cause  lead- 
ing to  an  unknown  end/ 

Lord  Melbourne's  theological  reading,  which  was  consider- 
able,  was  probably  begun  somewhat  later ;  at  any  rate,  no  record 
of  it  has  been  preserved. 
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CHAPTER    VI 

IRISH   AFFAIRS 
1830-1834 

Unsatisfactory  as  was  the  condition  of  England  on  tlie  acces- 
eion  of  Lord  Grey's  Government  to  power,  the  state  of  Irehuid 
was  even  worse.  It  was  calculated  that  one-fifth  of  the  popu- 
lation was  out  of  employment,  and  the  tithe  war  had  begun  in 
the  west  and  in  the  south.  Side  by  side  with  the  agrarian 
difficulty  there  was,  as  usual,  a  political  agitation.  O'Connell 
had  hardly  effected  Catholic  Emancipation  when  he  raised  the 
banner  of  Repeal,  and  that  for  the  moment  seemed  to  the 
Cabinet  to  call  for  the  more  serious  attention.  In  the  Instruc- 
tions to  the  new  Lord  Lieut^jnant,  Lord  Anglesey,  the  Home 
Secretary  wrote  that — 

A  great  ferment  and  agitation  prevails  in  the  pnblic 
mind  in  Ireland,  occasioned  and  excited  by  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Eepeal  of  the  Union,  which,  althou^di  dis- 
approved by  the  great  majority  of  the  rank  and  wealth 
of  the  countrv,  is  stated  to  have  made  considerable 
progress  amongst  the  middle  and  lower  orders,  and  to 
be  promoted  and  encouraged  by  some  of  the  Itoman 
Catholic  priesthood.  Several  meetings  have  been  held 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  upon  this  question,  at 
which  tlie  most  inflammatory  language  has  been  uttenHl, 
and  rebellious  designs  and  intentions,  if  we  are  rightly 
informed,  liave  been  openly  avowed.  Any  notion  of 
tlic    Eepeal    of   the    Union    your  Kxcellcncy  will    dis- 
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courage  and  discount enance  in  tlie  strongest  manner 
in  your  power,  and  you  will  use  every  effort  to  allay 
excitement,  and  to  prevent  the  agitation  of  the  question. 

Lord  Anglesey  was  directed  to  permit  such  meetings,  so 
long  as  they  were  legally  assembled  for  a  legal  purpose,  even 
including  the  discussion  of  Repeal ;  but  to  prohibit  them  by 
proclamation  if  they  should  betray  or  manifest  a  design  to 
renew  under  any  name  the  Roman  Catholic  Association. 

The  following  letters  relate  partly  to  the  unsuccessful  efbrt 
to  secure  the  adiierence  of  0*Connell  by  office,  *  and  the  trial  of 
strength  which  ensued  so  soon  as  Lord  Anglesey  arrived  in 
Ireland. 

Lord  Mel-  ^ou  will  either  by  the  same  post  as  carries 
ulYj^ni  y^^^^  ^^^^^  letter  or  by  the  next  receive  the 
Private-^*  Instructions  which  we  have  drawn  up  and 
^cret  agreed  upon.  Grey  will  write  to  you  about  the 
2[^^^^^»  Attorney-General.  Upon  full  consideration  of 
i«,  1830.  (i^Q  subject,  and  consultation  with  Doherty,^  I 
am  of  the  same  oi)inion  as  he  is,  that  Blackburne  is  the 
best  appointment  upon  the  whole  that  can  be  made.^ 

Sir  Henry  ParnelP  having  pressed  upon  me  in 
the  most  urgent  manner  the  necessity  of  gratifying 
O'Connell,  I  desired  my  brother  to  communicate  to  him 
for  his  satisfaction  what  had  passed  between  O'Connell 
and  you  at  his  last  interview,  and  your  conviction  that 
it  was  hopeless  to  entertain  any  further  expectation  of 
conciliating  him.    lie  said  that,  whatever  had  passed,  he 

*  See  the  account  of  the  negotiationfi  in  Mr.  Fitzpatrick*8  Correspond 
dence  of  Daniel  O'ConncIl  (vol.  i.  pp.  287-289). 

'  The  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland ;  he  had  held  the  office  under  the 
Duke,  and  O'Connell  was  very  indicant  when  he  was  not  removed. 

'  The  appointment  was,  however,  strongly  denounced,  as  Blackburne 
was  a  decided  Tory,  and  had  been  President  of  the  Special  Commission 
which  sat  in  1828  to  trv  the  rioters  in  Limerick  and  Clare. 

*  Sir  ITcnry  Pamcll  was  member  for  Queen's  County.  He  became 
Socretarv  at  War  in  IHJU. 
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was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  that  no  reliance  was  to 
be  placed  upon  any  declaration  made  by  O'Connell, 
however  vehement  and  decided,  and  that  he  was  cer- 
tain he  would  immediately  accept  any  direct  offer  that 
was  made  him.  He  mentioned  the  Chief  Baron's  place ; 
but  that  being  filled  up,  the  only  opening  that  remained 
was  the  Master  of  the  Eolls,  in  case  Macmahon  should 
resign  it,  a  step  which  he  contemplated  taking.  I 
enclose  you  a  letter  which  Sir  H.  Parnell  sent  me  upon 
this  matter,  and  which,  as  you  will  see  by  reading  it, 
he  wrote  after  having  conversed  with  Wyse,^  whose 
opinion  it  also  contains.  Wyse  knows  O'Connell  well, 
at  the  same  time  he  is  in  his  heart  not  friendly  to  him, 
and  may  perhaps  entertain  of  him  a  worse  and  lower 
opinion  than  he  deserves.  This  matter  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Cabinet,  and  they  will  have  no  objection 
to  the  arrangement  if  it  could  be  effected,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  greatly  approve  it.  O'Connell  as  Master  of 
the  Rolls  woidd  be  perfectly  harmless.  The  Court  has,  I 
believe,  but  little  business ;  what  there  is  relates  almost 
entirely  to  the  distribution  of  property,  and  he  would 
have  no  opportunity  of  making  speeches,  as  he  would 
have  if  he  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Connnon  Law 
Courts,  upon  the  various  occasions  of  giving  charges  to 
Grand  Juries,  passing  sentences  upon  prisoners,  &c. 

This  matter,  you  will  be  aware,  must  be  managed 
witli  the  greatest  secrecy  and  discretion,  and  the  inten- 
tion must  not  be  suffered  to  transpire  until  it  is  certain 
it  can  be  carried  into  execution.  The  great  point  is  to 
secure  Macmahon's  resignation ;  the  next,  O'Connell's 
acceptance.  I  do  not  know  Macmahon's  feelings,  but 
perhaps  he  would  be  unwilling  to  give  way  if  he  knew 

*  The  historian  of  the  Catholic  Association,  afloni'anls  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Control  (1846-49)  and  Minister  at  Athens  (1849  1802). 
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who  was  destined  to  be  his  successor.  All  these  possi- 
biUties  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  matter 
proceeded  in  with  that  caution  which  its  delicacy  and 
importance  demands.  I  hope  you  are  pretty  well,  and 
have  not  suffered  from  your  journey. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  18th.  You 
Anglesey  will  judgc  that  I  am  pleased,  as  I  suggested 
Melbourne,  such  a  Step  iu  my  letter  of  yesterday  night ;  I 

Holyhead,      _  _  /••  "ma- 

December    do  not,  however,  expect  success  from  it.     My 

conviction  is,  as  I  have  already  said  and  writ- 
ten, that  O'Connell  is  not  to  be  had.  He  is  flying  at 
higher  game  than  a  judgeship,  and  he  is  secure  of  a 
better  income  from  the  deluded  people  than  any  Govern- 
ment  can  venture  to  give  to  any  person  whatever.  Still, 
you  are  bound  to  make  every  effort  to  gain  him ;  for 
unless  you  do,  he  and  not  the  Government  will  rule 
Ireland.  It  is  idle  and  absurd  to  shut  your  eyes  to  the 
degrading  fact.  We  have  now  positively  nothing  to 
look  to  but  the  army.  You  see  the  tone  of  the  Protes- 
tants; you  see  how  they  take  Gregory's  removal.* 
That  measure,  which  formerly  would  have  chained  the 
Catholics  to  my  car,  will  now  pass  unnoticed  by  them, 
but  will  be  a  rallying  point  for  the  ill-humour  and  disgust 
of  the  Protestants.  I  have  been  ruminating  upon  the 
measure  of  endeavouring  to  enregiment  the  well-affected 
of  Dublin  upon  the  first  symptom  of  real  mischief.  The 
College,  the  trades,  the  shopkeepers,  might  have  been 
useful,  even  the  lawyers ;  but  now  all  appears  against 
us,  and  I  fear  any  attempts  of  the  sort  would  only 
expose  our  weakness. 

I  do  not  receive   a   single   letter  from   my  many 
friends   and  well-wishers  who   do   not  write   in   deep 

*  The  Under-Secretary  was  Sir  AVilliam  Gosset. 
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despondency.  All  of  every  side  attribute  much  of  the 
mischief  to  Doherty's  appointment ;  I  believe  it  to  have 
been  a  bad  one,  but  I  am  sure  it  has  little  to  do  with 
the  line  taken  by  O'Connell.  I  tell  you  he  looks  far 
beyond  anything  we  can  do  for  him.  Doherty  is  merely 
the  pretext  for  hostility.  If  that  had  not  presented 
itself,  he  would  have  found  another.  .  .  . 

When  I  was  popular,  and  really  had  Ireland  almost 
at  my  foot,  I  calculated  much  upon  the  attractions  of  a 
splendid  Court,  which  would  first  have  drawn  many  of 
the  absentees  to  Dublin,  and  then  have  sent  them  down 
to  their  counties.  Tliis  would  have  been  a  work  of 
more  than  one  session,  but  I  am  sure  that  in  the  then 
temper  of  the  people  it  would  have  effected  much,  and 
a  few  yards  of  title  for  O'Connell  would  have  secured 
repose.  I  have  no  hope  of  any  such  result  now.  Still 
I  dare  not  venture  to  recommend  anything  which 
should  have  the  appearance  of  tending  to  reduce  the 
circulation  of  money  in  the  country.  If  anything  can 
save  it,  it  will  be  an  ample  and  immediate  grant  for  the 
employment  of  the  people  in  draining  bogs,  making 
roads,  &c.,  &c.  If  you  cannot  do  that,  you  camiot 
hold  Ireland  under  an  Imperial  Parliament,  and  there- 
fore, ultimately,  not  at  all.  In  respect  of  health,  I  still 
just  hold  my  head  up,  but  I  am  sadly  threatened.  I 
pray  for  a  good  day  on  Thursday,  when,  please  God,  I 
will  put  a  very  ungrateful  people  (or  rather,  let  me  say, 
a  deluded  people)  to  shame,  and  show  them  that  I  ride 
the  same  pace  through  an  affectionate  as  through  an 
insulting  crowd. 

Lord  Mel-    I  YF^STERDAY  received  yours  of  the  4th  inst.,  to- 

Mrl'suli*^    getlier  with  Anglesey's  of  the  second. 

irv.  South         With  respect  to  remedial  measures,  we  an* 
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Bfcroet,        Y:e\\  aware  that  vou  can  have  but  Httle  time  for 

January  7, 

i»^i-  the   consideration   or  preparation  of  them  at 

present.  We  are  pretty  well  pressed,  or  rather  op- 
pressed, with  the  current  business  here,  but  we  will 
make  ever}'  exertion  to  assist  you.  I  had  on  Sunday  a 
very  full  conversation  with  Eice,  Newport,  and  Dun- 
cannon  ^  upon  the  subjects  which  I  mentioned  to  you 
in  my  former  letter.  I  hope  to  be  able  shortly  to  send 
you  a  minute  of  what  passed,  and  also  the  heads  of  a 
Bill  for  your  consideration  on  the  subject  of  the  Grand 
Jury  presentments,  which  appear  to  us  the  most  urgent 
of  all  the  topics,  as  affecting  the  most  deeply  and  ex- 
tensively the  property  of  the  country.  Perhaps  you 
will  in  return  connnunicate  the  principal  provisions  of 
your  intended  Vestry  Bill.  It  appears  to  me  that  it 
should  repeal  the  former  Bill,  re-enact  its  remedial 
clauses,  the  appeal,  &c.,  embody  Goulburn's  letter,  and 
throw  the  burden  of  the  rate  upon  the  owner  instead  of 
the  occupier. 

lixlucation  is  a  most  thorny  and  difficult  question. 
I  entirely  agree  with  you  in  all  the  principles  which 
you  lay  down,  and  also  in  all  the  qualifications  of  those 
principles  which  your  discretion  suggests  to  you.^  For 
those  grants  which  have  been  already  condemned  by 
Parliament,  you  are  expected  to  bring  about  their 
final  extinction  with  all  practicable  celerity,  and  you 

'  Mr.  Spring?  Rice  was  Secretary  to  the  Treasury ;  Sir  J.  Newport, 
member  for  Waterford.  Lord  Diincannon,  Commissioner  of  Woods  and 
Forests,  was  a  great  authority  on  Irish  afifairs  as  a  resident  and  popular 
Irish  landlord. 

^  Mr.  Stanley's  proposal  was  *  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  grants  from 
societies  for  exclusive  education,  and  the  extension  of  Parliamentary  aid 
to  a  system  of  combined  education,  if  a  system  could  be  matured  which 
wotild  produce  that  effect,  and  give  general — he  could  not  say  miiversal — 
satisfaction.'  It  was  on  those  lines  that  tlie  Education  Bill  of  1882 
was  framed. 
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will  receive  a  Treasury  minute,  which  will  convey  to 
you  the  intentions  of  the  Government  upon  this  sub- 
ject. With  respect  to  the  Kildare  Street  Society,  of 
which  I  fully  admit  with  you  the  merits  and  the  ad- 
vantages, and  any  other  institutions  which  it  may  be 
advisable  to  form  for  the  purpose  of  education,  it  is 
suggested  by  Eice,  and  I  communicate  it  to  you  for 
your  consideration,  that  the  whole  sum  intended  to 
promote  this  object  in  Ireland  should  be  voted  at  once 
in  gross,  to  be  applied  and  distributed  by  the  Irish 
government  according  to  their  judgment  and  discretion. 
This  possession  of  funds  would  give  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  the  Chief  Secretary  a  weight  of  authority 
with  the  Kildare  Street  Society,  for  instance,  which  they 
have  never  yet  possessed,  and  which  would  hardly  be 
resisted.  Hitherto  the  Government  has  always  to  con- 
tend with  them  at  a  disadvantage,  they  (the  Society) 
having  the  funds  for  the  present  year  already  indepen- 
dently in  their  hands,  and  the  only  argument  which 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  had  it  in  his  power  to  use  to 
them  has  been  the  danger  that,  unless  they  complied 
with  his  recommendation.  Parliament  would  in  the  next 
year  refuse  the  grant ;  a  danger  wliich  was  in  some  de- 
gree distant,  and  which,  as  it  never  yet  had  been,  the 
usual  confidence  of  human  nature  led  them  to  think 
never  would  be,  realised.  But  if  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
were  enabled  to  say  to  them,  *  I  have  the  power  of 
withholding  this  money,  and  unless  you  are  reasonable 
I  will  exercise  that  power,'  it  appears  to  me  probable 
that  his  advice  would  be  somewhat  more  effectual  than 
it  hitherto  has  been  found  to  be. 

Your  observations  upon  Maynooth  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  are  very  sound  and  just.  The  subject 
must  have  very  serious  attention  paid  to  it,  and  tliat 
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speedily ;  but  it  is  so  large  and  so  important  that  I  am 
obliged  to  quit  it  for  the  present.^ 

I  HAVE  received  from  his  Maiesty  the  warmest 

The  sfiin6 

to  the        and  most  decided  approbation  of  the  measures 
vat<5.Home  which   the  Lord  Lieutenant  has   adopted   for 

Office 

janu^is,  suppressing  the  illegal  meetings  attempted  to  be 
assembled  by  Mr.  O'Connell.  This  approbation 
is  entirely  concurred  in  by  all  the  Ministers,  and  you 
may  feel  sure  of  the  most  cordial  and  determined  sup- 
port in  any  steps  which  you  may  think  it  necessary  to 
take  under  the  very  difficult  and  arduous  circumstances 
in  which  you  are  placed. 

For  myself,  and  I  believe  I  express  the  opinion  of 
others — ^I  know  I  do  of  Lord  Grey — I  have  never  enter- 
tained the  slightest  doubt  that  it  would  be  found  neces- 
sary to  renew  the  9th  Geo.  IV.  c.  1.  The  long  and 
most  unfortunate  delay  in  gi-anting  the  Eoman  Catholic 
claims  suffered  the  habit  of  public  meetings  and  public 
harangues,  of  combination  and  association,  to  become 
so  inveterate  in  Ireland,  and  established  the  personal 
weitjfht  and  influence  of  Mr.  O'Connell  to  such  a  deOTee 
that  I  see  no  prospect,  without  the  aid  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, of  preventing  an  assembly  being  constituted  in 
Dublin  which  will  possess  more  power  in  that  country 

'  *  As  to  the  grant  to  the  CoUege  of  Maynooth,*  wrote  Mr,  Stanley,  *  I 
would  press  upon  the  Government  to  consider  whether  the  grant  might 
not  bo  with  great  advantage  got  rid  of— or  rather  merged  in  one  of  much 
larger  extent — for  the  payment,  during  good  behaviour,  of  the  Catholic 
clergy.  ...  It  seems  to  me  that  a  vote  of  a  large  amount  to  the  clergy, 
considered  as  a  measure  of  police,  might  be  a  cheap  bargain,  and  would 
stand  upon  grounds  quite  different  from,  and  far  less  objectionable  than, 
one  of  not  one-tenth  the  amount  for  an  exclusive  education  in  limits  we 
deem  erroneous.*  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  scheme,  which 
has  been  powerfully  advocated  within  recent  years  by  Mr,  Matthew 
Arnold,  has  never  been  carried  out,  partly  owing  to  religious  feeling  in 
England,  partly  to  the  Radical  opposition  to  religious  endowments. 
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than  the  Imperial  Parliament.  But  it  also  appears  to 
me  clear  and  certain  that  it  will  be  necessary  not  only 
to  renew,  but  to  strengthen  the  law,  and  to  frame  some 
provisions  which  shall  meet  the  various  shifts  and  de- 
vices by  which  Mr.  O'Connell  has  lately  been  attempting 
to  check  or  defeat  the  operation  of  the  Act.^  His  ol>- 
jects  are  clear  and  undisguised.  He  does  not  take  the 
trouble  to  attempt  to  conceal  them  under  any  plausible 
pretext.  You  have,  of  course,  already  fully  considered 
whether  there  is  no  law — conmion  or  statute — at  present 
in  existence  by  which  he  can  be  reached,  and  you  will 
lose  no  time  in  directing  your  own  attention  and  that 
of  the  law  officers  to  the  difficult  task  of  discovering 
such  new  enactments  as  may,  either  by  giving  a  more 
extended  operation  to  the  proclamation,  or  by  subjecting 
the  individual  who  shall  manifest  an  open  intention  of 
breaking  the  law  to  penal  consequences,  prevent  for  tlie 
future  the  adoption  of  a  course  similar  to  that  which 
Mr.  O'Connell  is  at  present  pursuing.  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  reconcile  such  a  law 
with  the  constitutional  right  of  discussion  and  petition, 
a  right  which  none  of  us  wish  to  infringe  upon  or  re- 
strict ;  but  I  trust  means  may  be  found  for  re])ressing 
turbulence  and  sedition  witliout  interfering  with  these 
important  privileges  of  the  subject. 

I  send  you  by  this  post  three  keys — the  one  a  master- 
key,  the  other  two  belonging  respectively  to  the  two 
boxes,  which  may  be  used  for  any  secret  correspond 
ence. 

Do  you  still  think  tliat  precautions  of  this  kind  are 
necessary?     Everyone    invariably   is   of    that    opinion 

'  By  aRseinbling  meetings  under  the  pfiiise  of  public  breakfasts,  by 
forming  new  associations  as  fast  as  the  old  ones  were  dissolved,  and  so 
forth. 
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vrlieii  first  tliey  go  to  Ireland,  and  as  invariably  gets  rid 
of  it  after  a  month  or  two  of  residence  there. 

The  same  ADVERTING  again  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst., 
^^f  and  also  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  inst.  received 
H^me^*  ^^^^^  morning,  respecting  the  immediate  and 
jiSntW  severe  distress  which  is  apprehended  in  certain 
20,1831.  districts  of  the  west  and  north-west  of  Ireland, 
I  have  only  to  observe  that  you  must,  of  course,  take 
with  sufficient  promptitude  such  measures  as  are  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  emergency.  I  find  that  in  the  summer 
of  1822,  besides  the  large  sum  voted  for  the  construc- 
tion of  public  works  in  Ireland,  a  vote  of  credit  for 
1 00,000/.  was  taken,  and  that  money  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
those  parts  of  the  country  which  were  suffering  under 
the  scarcity  of  provisions  which  prevailed  at  that 
period. 

You  are  well  aware  of  the  permanent  evil  which  is 
produced  in  the  habits  and  character  of  the  population 
by  largesses  either  of  food  or  of  money,  and  you  are 
also  well  aware  how  liable  a  government  is  to  be  im- 
posed uj)on  in  such  matters  by  false  representations,  and 
bv  tlie  fraudulent  schemes  of  avarice  and  self-interest. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  will  tlierefore,  no  doubt,  exercise 
the  utmost  caution,  and  will  take  care  to  ascertain 
upon  authority  which  cannot  be  doubted  or  disputed 
the  existence  of  distress  so  urgent  as  to  make  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Govennnent  absolutely  and  indispensably 
necessary.  If  you  should  be  persuaded  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  case  as  irresistibly  demands  your 
interference  in  furnishing  the  means  of  subsistence,  you 
will  recur  to  the  experience  of  the  year  1822,  to  which 
I  have  alreadv  referred,  and  of  the  transactions  of  wliich 


176  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

you  will  obtain  full  information  from  Mr.  Gregory  and 
otliers.  This  experience  will  probably  enable  you  to 
avoid  many  errors  which  were  then  committed,  to  de- 
tect many  frauds  then  successfully  practised,  and,  upon 
the  whole,  to  conduct  this  difficult  and  questionable 
measure  in  the  manner  calculated  to  afford  the  greatest 
immediate  relief,  and  to  produce  the  least  possible  of 
permanent  evil.  If  I  remember  right,  the  distribution 
of  the  provisions,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  whole 
transaction,  was  then  conducted  principally  through 
the  Commissariat  department. 

The  game      ^    ^^^^    Y^^    ^Y    tO-uigllt's    pOSt    a    COpy    of     tllC 

J^g®  proposed  new  Sub-letting  Act,^  which  you  will 
^me**'  have  carefully  considered  by  the  law  officers. 
j^Sry  ^^  ^^^  anxious,  if  possible,  for  the  purpose  of 
22, 1881.  expediating  the  business  of  the  session  and  of 
somewhat  dividing  the  labour,  to  introduce  some  of 
these  remedial  measures  into  the  House  of  Lords  in  the 
first  instance.  This  is  impossible  with  respect  to  tlie 
Bill  for  public  works,  or  those  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Grand  Juries  and  Vestries,  they  being  in  fact  all  of 
them  measures  of  taxation.  But  I  do  not  myself  see 
anything  which  should  prevent  this  course  being  taken 
with  tlie  Sub-letting  Bill.  But  if  this  is  to  be  the  case, 
I  should  be  anxious  to  be  furnished  with  some  better 
ground  for  repealing  the  former  Bill  than  any  with 
wliicli  I  have  yet  been  made  acquainted.  I  never  did 
whilst  I  was  in  Ireland,  nor  have  I  since,  seen  one  case 

in  which  it  had  been  clearly  made  out  that  this  law 

ft 

liad  operated  oppressively,  or  indeed  that  it  liad  operated 

*  The  first  Sub-lrtting  Act,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  the 
nmltiplication  of  hohlings,  was  passed  in  1826.  Compare  Lord  Mel- 
bourne's corrc8j)ondence  with  Bishop  Doyle,  piven  by  Mr.  Torrens  (i. 
301  302)  from  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  Bioj^aphy. 
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• 

al  all ;  and  if  I  were  now  called  upon  to  state  why  it 
should  be  repealed,  I  know  not  what  I  should  be  able  to 
urge,  further  than  that  it  had  been  made  very  unpopu- 
lar by  the  invectives  and  misrepresentations  of  Mr. 
O'Connell ;  an  argument  which,  however  reasonable  it 
may  be  to  act  upon,  it  would  not  be  either  convenient 
or  becoming  to  avow.  Pray  try  to  furnish  us  with 
some  decent  and  creditable  reasons. 

At  last  the  duel  between  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  O'Connell 
was  brought  to  an  end  by  the  arrest  of  the  agitator  on  January 
19.     Lord  Anglesey  wrote  in  high  spirits : — 

„  ,    ,      Stanley  will  detail  to  you  what  O'Connell  is  now 

To  Lord  ,         .        •' 

Melbourne,  at.     Hc  is  at  liis  wit's  end.     The  rent  has  totally 

Dublin,  .  ,  1      .  •  n 

January      failed.     His  ruu  upon  the  bank  is  universally 

22,  1831.  1  mi  •  11 

execrated.  There  are  not  six  respectable  men 
tliroughout  Ireland  that  stick  to  him.  He  is  beat  to 
pieces  in  his  law,^  and  the  Attorney-General,  who  has 
this  moment  left  me,  is  most  decideiUy  of  opinion  that 
a  letter  or  speech  (I  forget  which),  published  in  the 
Freeman  or  Register  this  morning,  is  more  inflam- 
matory, more  treasonable,  and  more  tangible  than  any- 
thing that  has  yet  appeared.  I  have  not  yet  seen  the 
article.  Blackburne  is  most  sanguine,  most  eager,  most 
confident.  It  is  my  business  not  to  be  borne  forward 
beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  to  be  cahn  whilst 
these  lawyers  are  so  elated  with  fair  prospects  of 
victory. 

In  the  meantime  O'Connell  is  trying  his  manoeuvres 
with  Lords  Meath  and  Cloncurry,  but  they  will  be  quite 

'  O'Connell  made  the  mistake  of  demurring  to  the  first  fourteen  counts 
of  the  indictment,  whereby  he  admitted  the  fieu^ts,  but  disputed  the  legality 
of  the  proceedings.  He  was  allowed  to  withdraw  the  demurrers,  and  to 
plead  *  not  guilty  *  to  the  whole  indictment. 

N 
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guarded,  and  will  not  trust  him  in  any  way  whatever.^ 
They  will  most  particularly  state  that  tliey  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  the  mediums  of  communication  between  the 
Government  and  him.  Tliat,  in  fact,  the  Goverimient 
will  not  negotiate  but  will  act ;  and  /  am  to  be  repre- 
sented as  not  approachable  upon  terms.  Tliat  I  am 
filled  with  amazement  at  his  baseness  and  ingratitude. 
In  fact,  that  I  am  a  very  Turk  at  least.  Tliis  may  have 
some  effect  upon  his  coward  mind.^  Of  course  I  am 
not  to  be  supposed  to  know  anything  whatever  of  the 
occurrence. 

You  are,  I  am  happy  to  say,  anticipated  about  the 
aid  of  provisions.  Whilst  I  have,  on  the  one  hand, 
sent  down  Major  Carter  into  the  district  the  most  pressed, 
and  where  the  people  have  actually  stopped  the  expor- 
tation of  grain,  with  an  increased  force  of  constabulary 
and  a  few  soldiers,  and  have  also  desired  my  brother  the 
Admiral  to  send  a  cruiser  to  Bellmullet  to  communicate 
with  the  Preventive  Service  there  and  with  Major  Carter ; 
on  the  other  hand,  I  have  desired  that  an  immediate 
supply  of  potatoes  may  be  sent  to  those  poor  people 
who  really  are  in  utter  want,  all  their  potatoes  being 
one  mass  of  maggots.  Care  will  be  taken  that  they 
shall  not  starve.  Tlie  magistrates  and  merchants  con- 
nected with  BeUmuUet  have  subscribed  about  300/.,  and 
I  propose  to  meet  them  with  a  similar  sum,  exacting, 
however,  labour  for  what  is  distributed.  Upon  the 
wliole,  I  think  the  magistrates  are  showing  more  zeal 
and  activity.     What  I  now  most  dread  is  the  unruly 

*  The  negotiations  with  Lord  Meath  and  Lord  Cloncurry  hroke  do\ni 
because  they  declined  to  pledge  themselves  to  the  future  support  of  Repeal 
(Fitzpatrick,  i.  245). 

^  O'Connell,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  did  shrink  from  a  collision  with  the 
Government,  and  oflfered  to  let  judgment  go  against  him  by  default,  a  pro- 
posal which  was  accepted  by  the  Attorney-General. 
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loyalty  of  tlie  Orangemen.  If  we  can  but  instil  a  little 
sober  sense  into  them,  we  may  perliaps  weather  all  our 
difficulties. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  with  considerable 
confidence  that,  taking  the  whole  surface  of  Ireland 
together,  there  is  ample  food  until  the  next  harvest ;  at 
the  same  tune  there  are  districts  (generally  not  very 
extensive)  in  which  there  is  not  a  single  sound  potato. 
If  you  give  us  an  early  and  liberal  supply  of  money  for 
public  works,  and  thereby  enable  us  to  employ  the 
people — if  you  are  quick  with  your  remedial  Bills — I 
shall  hope  to  fend  off  insurrection,  and,  if  w^e  can  reach 
the  summer  without  it,  Ireland  may  yet  prosper. 

I  liad  intended  to  write  to  Lord  Grey,  but  I  found 
that  I  had  not  time.  Of  course  you  will  communicate 
this  to  him. 

In  your  letter,  received  yesterday  by  Lord  Grey, 
bourne  to  I  obscrvc  that  you  say  towards  the  conclusion 
quesBof  of  it  that  tlic  coursc  to  be  observed  towards 
confi.  O'Connell  will  require  tlie  most  serious  con- 
Home  '  sideration  of  the  Government.  Now  I  cannot 
March  31,    liclp  iuuncdiately  writing  to  you  my  distinct 

and  decided  opinion  that,  though  I  know  the 
matter  to  be  one  of  the  highest  importance  and  which 
may  lead  to  the  most  serious  consequences,  yet  that 
there  is  but  one  line  to  be  taken,  and  that  such  a  one 
as  admits  neither  of  doubt  nor  of  question.  The  law 
must  proceed  in  its  usual  and  accustomed  course.  You 
must  bring  him  up  for  judgment,  leave  the  C!ourt  to 
pronounce  such  sentence  as  to  it  seems  good,  and  the  sen- 
tence so  pronoun(*ed  must  be  carried  into  execution,  as 
it  would  be  in  the  case  of  any  other  delinquent.  After 
the  language  which  has  been  held  by  the  Irish  goveru- 

N  2 
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ment,  after  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  and 
pledged  as  you  are  over  and  over  again  to  enforce  tlie 
law,  any  shrinking  at  this  moment,  any  compromise, 
any  legal  schemes  or  device  to  avoid  the  difficulty, 
would,  in  my  opinion,  cover  all  of  us  who  have  engaged 
in  these  transactions  with  the  greatest  and  most  in- 
delible ignominy.  If  you  are,  as  I  trust  you  are,  of 
this  opinion,  you  will  do  well  to  express  it  strongly 
to  Lord  Grey  and  the  Government  here.  The  question 
is  now  brought  to  issue  whether  O'Connell  or  the  King's 
Lieutenant  is  to  govern  Ireland ;  and  it  is  a  question 
which  in  my  apprehension  it  is  worth  while  to  trj^  at 
any  risk  which  can  possibly  be  apprehended  from 
bringing  it  to  a  decision. 

It  was,  however,  as  will  be  seen,  decided  by  the  majority  of 
the  Cabinet  that  the  Irish  Attorney-General  should  consent  to 
the  postponement  of  the  trial,  and  the  Act  under  which  O'Con- 
nell  had  been  convicted  expiring  with  the  dissolution,  sentence 
was  never  pronounced.  The  compromise  was  a  mistake,  and  it 
would  appear  from  the  following  letter  that  it  was  made  against 
Lord  Melbourne's  wishes  : — 

^  ,  ,  We  had  yesterday  a  Cabinet,  at  which  the  con- 
Lord  Mel-  ^  -^  ' 

bonme  to  duct  to  be  pursucd  towards  O'CIoimell  was  fully 
quessof  discusscd,  and  the  same  conclusion  come  to 
Home  as  at  the  meeting  which  we  before  had  at 
April  4,  Brougham's,  and  at  which  were  present  the 
Cliancellor,  Crampton,^  Stanley,  and  myself — 
viz.  that  if  O'Connell  should,  when  he  comes  up  for 
judgment,  propose  to  move  in  arrest  of  judgment, 
this  proposal  should  be  acceded  to  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  that  thus  the  necessary  delay  of  hearing 
the  arguments,  &c.,  might  postpone  the  final  sentence 

'  Mr.  Philip  Cranipton  became   Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  in  the 
place  of  Doherty. 
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for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  This  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  utmost  extremity  to  which  it  is  possible  to 
go.  If  he  does  not  do  this,  the  proceedings  must 
in  my  opinion  go  on  in  their  usual  course.  I  see  no 
other  alternative.  If  the  Government  should  at  this 
moment  show  any  disposition  to  alter  its  tone,  or  to 
escape  from  the  effect  of  its  own  measures,  the  Pro- 
testants will  lose  all  confidence  in  it,  and  the  Eoman 
Catholics,  though  they  may  not  venture  to  express  their 
disapprobation  so  loudly,  will  feel  it  as  deeply,  inas- 
much as  they  will  see  no  hope  of  ever  escaping  from 
the  despotic  domination  to  which  they  are  at  present 
subjected,  and  under  which  those  of  them  who  have 
either  sense  or  spirit  must  necessarily  be  impatient.  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  and  even  dangers 
which  await  you  if  you  go  forward,  but  in  my  judg- 
ment they  will  be  found  to  be  greatly  exaggerated, 
and,  even  admitting  them  to  their  fullest  extent,  they 
are  as  nothing  in  the  balance  when  weighed  against  the 
greater  perils  of  anything  which  resembles  retractation* 
If  you  and  Plunket  and  the  Attorney-General  are  of  this 
opinion,  a  pretty  strong  expression  of  it  would  be  of 
service  and  not  unseasonable. 

I  hope  the  precautions  which  you  have  taken  will 
restore  something  like  a  state  of  order  in  Clare.  I  dare 
say  the  excitement  for  the  repeal  of  the  Union  may 
subside.  It  is  very  artificial,  and  founded  upon  no  real 
grounds ;  but  tlie  question  which  you  mention  as  likely 
to  take  its  place  is  one  of  a  most  fearful  and  appalling 
character,  too  probable,  I  fear  me,  to  arise,  quite 
different  in  its  nature,  produced  by  real  grievance  and 
suffering,  and  altogether  of  such  an  extent  and  difficulty 
tluit  I  see  no  means  of  dealing  with  it  safely  either  by 
force  or  by  conciliation.     Adieu. 
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The  state  of  portions  of  Ireland,  especially  the  conntias  of 
Clare,  Limerick,  Gal  way,  and  Roscommon,  had  convinced  Lord 
Melbourne  several  weeks  before  that  a  stringent  measure  was 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  peace.  In  Clare,  wrote  Lord 
Anglesey  in  answer  to  his  enquiries,  there  was  exhibited  *  dis- 
tinct evidence  of  the  existence  of  organised  and  associated 
bodies,  comprising  almost  the  whole  population  of  the  county, 
united  by  oaths,  acting  in  concert,  and  at  the  same  time  pre- 
scribing regulations  destructive  of  the  right  of  property,  and 
enforcing  obedience  to  them  through  the  exercise  of  lawless 
force  or  the  influence  of  a  general  and  prevailing  system  of 
intimidation.'  In  other  words,  the  Whitefeet  and  the  Black- 
feet  were  supreme,  and  the  tithe  war  had  entered  upon  its 
active  stage.  Lord  Melbourne,  however,  seems  to  have  laid 
greater  stress  upon  the  political  agitation. 

I  HAVE  received  your  two  last  letters,  to<?etlier 

Lord  Mel-  '^     .  .^ 

bourne  to    With  the  FeDort  wliicli  has  been  transmitted  to 

the  Mar-  ^ 

quessof      Stanley,  and  have  lost  no  thne  in  laying  all 
Secret  and   tlicsB  documeiits  before  his  Majesty  and  also 

confiden-        i      «  11  a  ti    t  •    i  1 

tiai.  Home  Dcfore  luy  colleagues.     All  highly  approve  of 

Office,  _  1  T  *  T  1 

February     the  Hieasures  you  have  taken,  and  trust  that 

iO  1831 

they  will  have  the  effect  of  preventing  tumults 
from  spreading  very  extensively  or  assuming  a  very 
serious  aspect.  The  statements  of  the  distress  of  the 
country  appear  to  be  frightful,  but  it  wiU,  of  course, 
enpfage  your  active  attention,  and  receive,  under  pro])cr 
precautions,  every  alleviation  which  the  Government  is 
capable  of  affording. 

The  question  has  not  yet  been  discussed  in  the 
C'abhiet,  but  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  the  decision  will 
be  to  i)ropose  to  Parliament  the  renewal  of  9  Geo.  IV. 
c.  1.  It  appears  to  me  that  without  the  possession  of 
the  powers  conferred  l)y  that  Act  no  Lord  Lieutenant 
on  your  side,  nor  no  Ministry  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
could  venture  to  be  responsible  for  the  tranquillity  of 
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Ireland,  or  for  the  continuance  of  its  connection  with 
Great  Britain. 

It  appears  to  me,  however,  upon  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  wTiting  to  you  in  strict  confidence 
entirely  from  myself  and  without  consultation  with 
any  others,  that  even  this  law,  coupled  with  the  other 
laws  at  present  in  force  to  which  you  have  adverted, 
will  be  insufficient  to  maintain  the  tranquillity  and 
secure  the  safety  of  Ireland,  unless  some  measure  can 
be  adopted  which  will  effectually  prevent  and  sup- 
press the  system  of  perpetual  excitement  and  irritation 
which  is  at  present  so  sedulously  and  perseveringly 
acted  upon  in  that  country.  If  Mr.  O'Connell,  Mr. 
Steele,  Mr.  Costello,^  or  anyone  who  thinks  proper,  is  to 
possess  the  power,  as  is  the  case  at  present,  of  seizing 
advantage  of  every  moment  of  discontented  feeling,  of 
taking  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  every  election, 
of  making  circuits  of  the  whole  country,  and  of  con- 
voking of  their  own  authority  public  meetings  upon 
any  subject  in  every  city,  county,  and  district,  although 
he  may  possess  no  property  nor  any  natural  connection 
whatever  with  such  place,  I  do  not  see  how  the  public 
mind  can  ever  be  expected  to  subside  into  contentment, 
or  how  any  other  result  is  to  be  looked  for  but  per- 
j)etual  disquietude,  increased  political  violence,  and 
ultimately  revolt  and  civil  war.  I  am  well  aware  how 
difficult  it  is,  consistently  with  tlie  general  principles  of 
our  law,  to  frame  anv  enactment  which  shall  meet  this 
great  and  growing  evil.  The  Insurrection  Act  has  no 
provision  suited  to  the  emergency.  It  is  directed  princi- 
pally against  nocturnal  outrages.  The  acts  we  have  to 
guard  against  are  committed  in  the  face  of  day.     The 

*  Tom  Steele,  afterwards  •  Head  Pacificator '  of  the  Repeal  AsBocia- 
tion,  Olid  Pat  Costcllo  were  two  of  O'Counell'B  most  active  supporters. 
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suspension  of  the  Habeas  Clorpus  Act  is  a  measure  from 
its  nature  necessarily  of  a  temporary  character,  and 
adapted  only  to  a  crisis  which  is  expected  speedily  to 
be  determined.  I  am  afraid  this  hope  cannot  be  enter- 
tained upon  this  occasion.  It  was  always  my  opinion, 
notwithstanding  the  clamour  raised  against  the  measure, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  generally  called  by  the 
name  of  the  Seditious  Meetings  Bill,  were  in  themselves 
highly  reasonable  and  expedient,  and  such  as  ought  to 
form  a  part  of  the  perpetual  code  of  every  people  who 
wished  to  live  in  peace  and  security  under  a  popular 
government.  The  object  of  this  law  was  to  prevent 
any  men,  or  set  of  men,  from  going  at  any  time  into 
any  place,  and  then,  of  their  own  authority,  convoking 
a  meeting  of  the  populace  of  that  place  to  discuss  any 
measure  which  it  seemed  good  to  them  to  propose  for 
discussion.  The  mode  of  attaining  this  object  was  by 
requiring  that  there  should  be  some  authority  for  hold- 
ing a  meeting  founded  in  the  natural  weight  and  re- 
spectability of  the  community,  such  as  the  consent  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  High  Sheriff,  or  a  requisition 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  Grand  Jury  or  a  certain 
number  of  freeholders.  I  do  not  say  that  the  enact- 
ments of  this  Bill  would  suit  Ireland,  or  that  they  would 
be  effectual  for  the  purpose  I  have  in  view  ;  but  I  wish 
YOU  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Attorney-General  to  the  subject,  and  consult  with  them 
wliether,  in  the  first  place,  the  evil  which  I  point  out  is 
not,  after  all  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  with 
such  success,  still  formidable,  and  whether  in  order  to 
nuH»t  it  some  blow  must  not  be  struck  in  the  (juarter 
which  I  have  designated.  I  again  repeat  that  I  write 
this  entirely  from  myself  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the   subject    under    your   consideration,    and    not    in 
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consequence  of  consultation  with  my  colleagues,  but 
rather  with  a  view  of  obtaining  information  and  de- 
vising measures  which  may  hereafter  be  submitted  to 
them. 

The  Government,  however,  was  otherwise  engaged,  and  the 
tithe  war  continued  through  the  whole  of  1831,  reports  of 
organised  riots,  outrages  on  tithe  proctors,  and  pitched  battles 
with  the  police  pouring  into  the  Home  Office  with  monotonous 
regularity.  The  earlier  months  of  1832  were,  however,  devoted 
to  a  considerable  extent  to  Irish  affairs,  and,  though  the  Govern- 
ment still  shrank  from  coercion,  Mr.  Stanley  carried  his  Educa- 
tion Bill,  and  a  stop-gap  Tithe  Bill,  by  which  the  Ministry  was 
authorised  to  advance  60,000/.  to  the  distressed  Irish  clergy, 
and  empowered  to  collect  the  arrears  of  tithe.  A  Jury  Bill  was 
also  papsed,  concerning  the  expedience  of  which  Lord  Melbourne 
had  some  doubt.  Would  not  the  result  be,  he  asked  Sir  William 
Gosset,  to  put  on  juries  '  barbarians  from  the  mountains,  who 
neither  speak  English  nor  know  right  from  wrong '  ? 

The  new  Tithe  Bill  was,  however,  as  difficult  to  enforce  as 
its  predecessors,  and  Lord  Anglesey's  heart  began  to  fail  him. 


Lord  Mel-  I  OUGHT  before  this  to  have  noticed  your  letter 
u^e  mL*^  ^^  the  24th  inst.,  with  the  enclosures.  I  was 
M^ie^j.  inclined  at  first  to  think  but  lightly  of  the  burn- 
soiuh**'  ^^^f?  turfs,  but  if  Vivian's  ^  suggestion  be  true, 
junlso  t'^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  scheme  for  ascertaining  how  quickly 
i«32.  intelligence  may  be  transmitted  throughout  the 

whole  of  the  country — that  is,  in  other  words,  how 
soon  the  whole  of  the  Roman  Catholic  population  may 
be  called  upon  to  rise — it  must  be  admitted  to  be  rather 
a  formidable  prognostic. 

I  am  sorry  you  think  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  respecting  tithe  ill-advised.  I  own  that  I,  on  the 
other  hand,  cannot  help  being  of  opinion  that  we  have 

'  Sir  llussey  Vivian  was  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  Ireland. 
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been  rather  slack  and  inactive  in  this  matter,  and  that 
steps  of  a  more  decisive  character  ought  to  have  been 
adopted  long  ago.  Depend  upon  it,  if  the  abolition  of 
this  pa)niient  is  effected  by  force,  the  violence  which 
has  been  so  successful  will  immediately  be  extended 
farther.  It  is  according  to  human  nature  and  conmion 
sense  that  it  should  be  so.  Eents,  taxes,  &c.,  may  be 
very  well  paid  now — probably  the  better  because  the 
country  is  relieved  from  the  tithe ;  but  the  Irish,  who 
are  the  most  conspiring  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
have  sagacity  enough  to  fight  one  point  at  a  time,  and 
to  collect  and  combine  all  their  strength  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  one  sensible  object.  But,  this  being  attained, 
arguments,  not  perhaps  so  strong,  or  perhaps  you  will 
say  so  sound,  as  in  the  case  of  tithe,  but  sufficiently 
plausible  to  combine  and  justify  resistance  to  other 
demands,  will  easily  be  found  by  the  perverse  and 
interested  ingenuity  of  the  popular  leaders.  Give  the 
Bill  fair  play  ;  act  with  judgment  and  caution,  but  act 
with  firmness.  Above  all,  do  not  despond,  nor  sui)pose 
that  the  object  cannot  be  effected.  You  have  a  veiy 
violent  and  a  very  noisy  people  to  deal  with,  but 
not  a  very  courageous  people,  particularly  not  morally 
courageous ;  and  I  have  still  hopes  that  the  way  may 
be  prepared  for  a  more  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
question,  as  it  undoubtedly  ought  to  be,  by  a  re- 
establishment  of  the  authoritv  of  the  law,  which  is  at 
present  despised  and  trodden  under  foot.  That  it  should 
be  so  whilst  I  have  anvthin<'  to  do  with  the  Govern- 
ment  gives  me,  I  own,  great  pain,  and  affects  me  with 
a  feeling  of  deep  humiliation  and  disgrace.  There  is 
hardlv  anv  conceivable  situation  in  which  I  would  ni)t 
rather  be  placed. 
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Lord  Plunket  has  communicated  to  me  and  to 
to  the        Lord  Grey  and  to  Mr.  Stanley  the  letter  which 

Bftme. 

Secret.       he  has  received  from  you  this  morning. 

WhitehaU,  ___  .      .  "^      .  ,  i  •      •        i 

July  10,  We  entirely  agree  with  you  that  it  is  abso- 

lutely necessary  to  act  with  firmness,  prompti- 
tude, and  energy.  Such  a  meeting  as  that  which  is 
described  as  to  have  taken  place  at  Mylterard  on  the 
5th  hist,  cannot  be  tolerated.  The  proceedings  which 
took  place  upon  that  occasion  amount  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  tyranny  of  the  most  oppressive  character,  and 
vested  in  such  hands  as  are  sure  to  employ  it  in  the 
most  violent  and  capricious  manner.  Lord  Plunket 
will  immediately  see  Mr.  Crampton  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  upon  the  form  of  proclamation  forbidding  all 
such  illegal  acts,  and  warning  his  Majesty's  subjects  not 
to  take  part  in  them.  If  this  pubUc  injunction  be  dis- 
regarded, it  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  by  force  all 
such  tumultuous  assembhes,  and  to  disperse  them  if 
they  should  take  place.  Lord  Plunket  will  immediately 
take  measures  respecting  the  magistrates  whose  con- 
duct you  have  brought  under  his  consideration,  and 
will  write  to  you  by  to-night's  post  generally  upon  the 
subject  of  your  letter. 

P.S. — Nothing  which  I  have  stated  in  the  above 
letter  is  intended  in  the  slightest  to  fetter  you  in  the 
adoption  of  any  discretional  measures  which  you  may 
tliink  the  immediate  exigency  of  the  circumstances  calls 
u})()n  you  to  take,  or  to  imply  that  any  previous  pro- 
clamation is  absolutely  necessary  before  measures  are 
taken  against  an  illegal  assembly.  If  such  proclamation 
be  recommended,  it  is  only  for  the  sake  of  greater  pre- 
caution and  in  order  to  put  those  who  violate  the  law 
more  completely  and  manifestly  in  the  wrong. 
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It  appears  to  me  that  not  only  those  mams- 

The  same  ^  ^  ,  ;  ^ 

to  the  trates  who  take  the  chair,  make  violent  speeches, 
Private.  and  otherwise  bear  prominent  parts  at  illegal 
July  12,      meetin<]fs,  or  at  meetin^^s  which  become  illegal 

1882.  c>  '  o  r? 

in  the  course  of  them,  but  also  those  who  are 
guilty  of  the  base,  interested,  pusillanimous,  and  un- 
worthy conduct  of  yielding  to  the  dictation  of  numbers 
and  violence,  of  promising  neither  to  pay  nor  receive 
tithe  any  more,  ought  to  be  removed  from  the  magis- 
tracy, as  being  utterly  unfit  either  to  sustain  the 
character  or  discharge  the  duties  of  that  situation.  For 
this  purpose  I  wish  you  would  direct  either  me  or  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  to  be  informed  of  the  names 
of  any  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  may  so  demean  them- 
selves. I  observe  in  the  Morning  Register  of  the  10th 
inst.  reports  of  two  meetings  of  a  very  violent  cha- 
racter, the  one  at  Ballyriggan,  and  the  other  in  the 
united  parishes  of  Foniglas  and  St.  Margaret's.  If  either 
W.  O'Eeilly,  Esq.,  who  took  the  chair  at  the  former  meet- 
ing, or  James  Savage,  Esq.,  who  presided  at  the  latter, 
or  if  any  of  the  speakers  at  either  of  the  meetings,  and 
more  particularly  Mr.  Bernard  Shaw,  who  is  described 
as  a  Protestant  and  the  largest  landowner  in  the  parish, 
be  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  there  appears  to  me 
to  be  little  doubt  of  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to 
be  dealt  with. 

During  the  winter  months  the  Cabinet,  despite  the  reluct- 
ance of  Lord  Durham  and  Lord  Al thorp,  determined  to  introduce 
a  stringent  measure  of  coercion. 

Lord  Mel-  I  i>^^^  Say  Lord  Grey  has  already  written  to 

Ujurneto  ^^^  ^^  exprcss  liis  aiixicty  upon  the  state  of 

pS:  Ireland.     Indeed,    the   whole   of  the   Cabinet 

J5fj",l^,|j^"^  seem   impressed   with   the   nece^^sity  of   some 

20,  i«32.  speedy   and   effectual    measures.      You    have 
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yourself  already  stated  more  than  once  that  such  would 
be  required.  From  the  reports  which  Gosset  transmits 
it  appears  that  the  state  of  the  country  is  becoming 
worse  every  day ;  outrages  more  frequent,  violence  more 
declared,  magistrates  and  all  who  are  opposed  to  rapine 
and  confusion  more  and  more  intimidated.  The  attacks 
upon  houses  seem  to  be  mostly  for  the  end  of  obtaining 
arms,  always,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  know  Ireland, 
the  worst  symptom  that  can  exliibit  itself.  Lord 
Anglesey,  I  see  by  the  papers — for  I  have  received  no 
official  information — has  proclaimed  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny and  part  of  the  county  of  Cork  under  the  Peace 
Preservation  Act,  but  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  this 
measure  will  be  effectual  in  the  present  state  of  those 
counties.  What  is  to  be  done?  You  propose  the 
Insurrection  Act  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  a  jury. 
Will  the  magistrates  act  under  it,  either  with  or  without 
a  jury  ?  Will  juries  in  the  present  state  of  the  country 
convict  under  a  law  which  bears  so  odious  a  name  and 
character  ?  All  these  doubts  and  apprehensions  make 
one  turn  to  the  more  effectual  and  decisive  measure  of 
martial  law,  and  it  really  appears  to  me  that  the  state 
of  some  of  the  counties  is  such  as  would  justify  the 
proclamation  of  it  in  sense  and  reason,  if  not  in  law. 
But,  supposing  it  proclaimed,  have  we  force  enough  to 
carry  it  into  effect  ?  Pray  let  me  know  whether  you 
are  returning  to  Ireland,  and,  if  you  are,  let  me  have,  as 
soon  as  possible,  your  opinion  upon  these  subjects. 

Lord  The  letters  which  your  Excellency  has  for  some 
tothTM^-  time  past  addressed  to  Earl  Grey,  as  well  as 
Angk-^y.  the  reports  from  the  magistrates  and  inspectors 
Rtr"J^t,  of  police  which  have  been  transmitted  to  my 
^Zi^r    office   from   that   of  your   Excellency's   Chief 


190  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

Secretary,  have  given  such  representations  of  the  dis- 
turbed and  insurrectionary  state  of  many  counties 
of  the  province  of  Leinster,  as  well  as  of  the  county  of 
Cork,  as  must  necessarily  occasion  the  deepest  anxiety 
and  excite  the  most  lively  apprehension  upon  the  part 
of  his  Majesty's  Government.  The  dispersion  of  the 
Ministers,  occasioned  by  the  General  Election,  has  un- 
avoidably prevented  us  from  holding  a  Cabinet  Council 
upon  this  subject ;  but  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Grey, 
and  myself  had  a  meeting  upon  it  yesterday,  at  which, 
after  full  consideration  and  consultation,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  I  should  immediately  write  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, to  assure  you  that  we  entirely  participate  in 
the  apprehensions  which  your  Excellency  entertains  of 
serious  ultimate  mischief,  and  in  the  conviction  that 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  are  required  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  tranquiUity  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  authority  of  the  law  in  Ireland. 

I  am  directed  further  to  acquaint  your  Excellency 
that  we  shall  be  most  happy  to  receive  such  suggestions 
as  your  Excellency's  experience  of  that  country  and 
better  consideration  of  its  state  and  circumstances  mav 
enable  you  to  offer,  and  we  do  not  doubt  that  the  rest 
of  his  Majesty's  servants  will  be  ready  to  concur  with 
us  in  proposing  to  Parliament,  at  its  meeting,  the  ado})- 
tion  of  such  measures  as  may  seem  best  calculated  to 
arrest  the  dangers  with  which  that  portion  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions  is  at  present  threatened. 

It  occurred  to  us  that  it  would  be  advisable  that 
your  Excellency  should  take  the  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  upon  the  21-2  Geo.  III.  c.  11,  sec.  16,  as  to 
whether  the  present  state  of  things  existing  in  Ireland, 
or  in  any  part  of  it,  is  such  as  would  authorise  and 
justify  your  Excellency  in  suspending  the  operation  of 
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that  Act  by  proclamation,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  last  section  of  it. 

The  evident  terror  and  panic  wliicli  prevail  amongst 
the  magistrates,  gentry,  and  fLirmers,  particularly  of  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  lead  us  to  doubt  whether  tlie  pro- 
visions of  the  Insurrection  Act,  or  of  any  law  of  that 
character,  supposing  it  were  thought  wise  to  enact  it, 
could  be  carried  into  effect — at  least,  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  heretofore  accustomed  to  be  executed. 
These   considerations  naturally  induced   us   to  advert 
to  the  more  effectual  measure  of  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law.     I  have  before  transmitted  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Eobert  Peel  to  Ijord 
Francis    Leveson   Gower,   which  treats   of    the    legal 
character  of  such  a  proceeding,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances which  might  be  considered  to  authorise  it.     In 
addition   to   this   document  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
Excellency's  attention  to  Mr.  Pelliam's  letter  to  General 
Lake,  dated  March  3,  1797,  and  to  Mr.  Pelham's  letter 
to  Lord  Carhampton,  dated  May  18  in  the  same  year. 
In  a  matter  of  such  moment  and  importance  your  Ex- 
cellency will,  no  doubt,  avail  yourself  of  the  experience 
and  talents  of  the  Lord  Cliancellor  of  Ireland,  and  it 
will  be  for  your  Excellency  to  consider  whether  the 
f re(iuency  of  outrage,  the  insecurity  of  life,  the  defiance 
of  all  authority,  and  the  conspiracy,  or,  rather,  the  open 
com1)inations  against  the  law,  which  at  present  prevail 
in   Ireland,   are    sufficient   to  justify  the   adoption  of 
measures  similar  to  those  which  were  taken  by  the  Irish 
government  at  the  period  to  which  I  have  referred  your 
Excellency. 

The  King    TuE  King  cannot  delay  expressing  to  Viscount 
Meiu>unie.  Mclboume  the  extreme  indignation  with  which 
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Brighton,    \^Q  lias  this  day  noticed  in  the  paper  (which  he 

January  6,  •'  . 

1833.  encloses)  the  correspondence  which  has  passed 

between  Mr.  O'Connell  and  Mr.  Dwj^er  respecting  the 
estabUshment  of  a  '  National  Council '  in  Dublin,  and 
the  appellation  of '  Irish  Volunteers '  to  be  given  to  the 
Irish  Political  Union.  His  Majesty  is  aware  that  the 
consideration  of  his  Government  is  about  to  be  given 
to  the  introduction  of  strong  repressive  measures  appli- 
cable to  the  general  state  of  Ireland,  but  he  is  conscious 
that  these  individual  acts  of  the  Irish  Pohtical  Union 
and  of  Mr.  O'Connell  call  for  the  immediate  interposition 
of  his  Government,  as  they  appear  to  his  Majesty  to  be, 
if  not  overt  acts  of  rebellion,  yet  the  avowal  of  a  deter- 
mination to  proceed  to  that  length,  and  to  use  every 
endeavour  to  excite  and  to  embody  a  feeling  and  a 
spirit  of  opposition  to  the  Government.  Indeed,  if  any- 
thing has  been  wanting  to  satisfy  his  Majesty  of  the 
dangerous  and  rebellious  tendency  of  political  unions 
in  the  United  Kingdom^  the  proceeding  to  which  he  now 
calls  the  attention  of  Viscount  Melbourne  would  com- 
plete the  catalogue. 

In  March  a  general  insurrection  throughout  the  South  was 
anticipated,  but  Mr.  Stanley  pointed  out  that  tli©  evidence  was 
of  a  somewhat  doubtful  character ;  and  so  it  proved. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  HAVE  tliis  momiug  rcccivcd  yours  of  the  26th 

the  mL-^  inst.  with  the  enclosures.     I  inunediately  sul)- 

ITJiei^y  niitted  them  to  Lord  Grey  and  Stanley,  and  I 

w)iitehaii,  ii^^gt  Qf  course  send  them  to  the  Kin^if.     I  will 

March  26,  r? 

^**^^-  take  care  that  the  original  letters  are  returned. 

We  ajjree  entirelv  with  you  in  the  view  vou  have  taken 
of  the  subject.  The  concentrating  the  police  and  the 
military  would  be  to  give  up  the  country  from  whicdi 
thev  would  be  withdrawn  to   the  Whitefeet ;  but,  of 
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course,  it  must  be  done  if  a  formidable  insurrection 
should  be  threatened.  Any  advice  or  instructions  to 
you  upon  such  a  subject  would  be  absurd,  nor  indeed 
could  they  be  given  to  any  one  from  such  a  distance, 
as  everything  must  depend  upon  local  information 
and  immediate  circumstances.  I  have  seen  Fitzroy 
Somerset,  who  says  that  in  case  of  emergency  a  regi- 
ment might  be  sent  speedily  from  Devonport,  and  as 
both  the  North  of  England  and  Scotland  are  now 
quite  tranquil  troops  might  be  safely  spared  from  them 
both. 

I  THINK  you  should  send  the  papers  to  the  Kinff. 

Mr.  Stan-  *^  ^    ^  ^ 

ley  to  Lord  Tlic  difference  between  Macdonnell  and  Douglas 
Carlton  is  casily  accounted  for.  Macdonnell's  informa- 
March  26,  tiou  referred  only  to  the  South  and  chiefly  to 
the  CO.  Tipperary ;  but  the  discrepancy  between 
Miller  (who  is  Inspector-General  for  the  whole  Southern 
division)  and  Douglas  is  not  so  intelligible.  Douglas  is 
very  active  and  useful  and  very  jealous  of  Miller,  and 
would  not  dislike  the  eclat  of  a  grand  discovery.  I 
should  be  curious  to  hear  the  result  of  his  informer's 
visit,^  if  it  takes  place,  to  the  houses  where  he  says  he 
can  prove  the  organisation.  In  the  meantime  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  Miller's  is  the  more  probable  view 
of  the  matter :  that  there  is  a  general  organisation  for 
purposes  of  violence  and  intimidation  connected  with 
local  grievances,  and  that  the  priests — who  are  connected 
with  O'Connell  from  religious  and  political  motives,  and 

*  Lord  Melboume*s  previous  experience  caused  him  to  view  with 
extreme  suspicion  the  evidence  of   informers.    A    mysterious    person 

styled  Z appears  frequently  in  the  correspondence  with  the  Castle, 

in  whose  revelations  Mr.  Stanley  was  incUned  to  place  confidence.  Lord 
Melbourne,  however,  generally  made  light  of  them,  as  coming  from  a 
polluted  soiurce. 

O 
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with  the  people,  whom  they  are  obhged  to  join  and 
lead,  from  pecuniary  considerations — form  the  link  be- 
tween what  he  terms  the  '  political  and  prajdial  agita- 
tions,' and  that  they  can  at  any  time,  and  are  not 
indisposed  to,  excite  their  parishioners  to  a  manifesta- 
tion of  their  physical  force ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
they  are  at  all  prepared  to  undertake  anything  like  a 
systematic  insurrection,  or  that  they  have  either  leaders 
or  military  discipline  to  render  them  the  least  formid- 
able. I  think,  however,  that  Sir  Hussey  Vivian  has  on 
all  occasions  underrated  the  amount  of  arms  in  the 
possession  of  the  peasantry. 

Meanwhile  the  fiery  eloquence  of  Mr.  Stanley  had  been 
carrying  the  Coercion  Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons. 

Lord  Mel-  ^^  ^^^^  uiglit  agreed  to  the  amendments  made 
the  mIt*^  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Bill  for  the 
An^gieMy.  supprcssiou  of  disturbauccs  in  Ireland ;  so  it 
A^  rif2*^'  may  be  considered  as  passed.  I  have  directed 
^®^-  as  many  copies  as  can  be  obtained  to  be  sent 

to  you  by  to-night's  post.  I  am  afraid  that  some  of  the 
alterations  which  have  been  made  will  impair  its  effi- 
ciency and  the  facility  of  its  working ;  but  of  that  you 
will  be  better  a1)le  to  form  a  judgment  in  Ireland  when 
you  see  the  ])recise  provisions  of  it.  At  any  rate,  the  two 
great  points  are  obtained — the  putting  down  illegal 
seditious  bodies,  and  the  making  it  actually  unlawful  to 
be  out  by  night  in  a  proclaimed  district.  I  have  not 
seen  Lord  Hill  to-dav,  but  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  has 
taken  measures  such  as  will  enable  him  to  send  vou 
officers  with  all  convenient  speed.  I  have  not  the  liill 
before  me,  and  therefore  mav  be  mistaken,  but  I  fear 
tliat  the  necessity  of  being  provided  with  lists  of  the 
inmates  of  houses  will  occasion  delav  in  carrving  the 
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measure  into  execution,  and  promptitude  is  the  soul  of 
a  measure  of  this  character. 

The  passing  of  the  Coercion  Bill  was  followed  by  two  changes 
in  the  Irish  Administration — Lord  Anglesey  retiring  in  favour 
of  Lord  Wellesley,  after  that  Lord  Melbourne  had  declined 
the  Lord  Lieutenancy,  and  Mr.  Stanley,  who  went  to  the  Colo- 
nial Office,  being  replaced  by  Mr.  Littleton.  The  state  of  affairs 
in  Ireland  seemed  to  have  improved. 

LordLann-  ^'^  ^^  impossible  to  traverse  Ireland  without  ob- 
i^H^Mei-  serving  strong  symptoms  of  improvement,  both 
Go^n  ^^  public  communications  and  the  lodging  and 
temb^i^  even  clothing  of  the  people.  Many  under- 
i»8«-  takings  abandoned  last  year  have  been  taken 
up  again  since  the  passing  of  the  Coercion  Bill,  and  if 
even  the  comparative  state  of  quiet  it  now  enjoys  (it  is 
far  from  perfect,  for,  as  you  mention,  there  are  occasional 
])urnings  and  outrages  on  property)  can  be  maintained 
for  three  years  the  stride  it  will  make  will  be  immense. 
Those  who  know  O'Connell  think  he  meditates  some 
new  tack  before  winter.  He  is  (for  him)  unusually  re- 
served, and  there  are  growing  s}anptoms  of  a  flirtation 
between  him  and  some  of  the  Conservative  leaders,  each 
party  trusting  probably  to  outwit  the  other  in  the  end 
if  they  can  answer  the  common  purpose  of  alarming  the 
Govermnent  for  the  moment.  Repeal  is,  however,  never 
mentioned  but  at  political  meetings,  to  answer  some 
occasional  purpose.  Doyle's  ^  health  is  supposed  to  be 
such  as  to  prevent  his  again  taking  any  active  part ; 
which  is  fortunate  when  a  Catholic  provision  comes  to 
he  thought  of,  as  I  trust  it  will  soon.  It  would  not  be 
difficult,  I  think,  to  procure  one  for  the  training  of 
schoolmasters,  which  might  answer  very  important 
political  ends,  as  well  as  those  of  education. 

*  Dr.  Doyle  was  Bishop  of  Kildare  and  Loughlin, 

o  2 
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The  difficulties  of  collecting  tithe  in  the  face  of  inveterate 
resistance  proved,  however,  very  great,  and  in  1 833  the  arrears 
amounted  to  1,200,000Z. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  YESTERDAY  evening  submitted  to  the  Cabinet, 
Mr  LHt^-  according  to  your  desire,  the  memorandum 
^te  ^th  which  you  had  transmitted  to  me  relating  to 
A^et  29  ^^^^  employment  of  the  military  force  and  the 
1833.  police  in  cases  of  resistance  to  the  collection  of 
tithe.  The  Cabinet  entirely  agree  with  you  that  tliis  is 
a  very  important  question ;  it  is  also  a  question  of  some 
difficulty,  and  for  the  determination  of  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  lay  down  definite  rules  or  give  precise 
instructions  beforehand,  as  the  course  which  it  may  be 
prudent  to  pursue  must .  depend  very  much  upon  the 
general  aspect  of  affairs,  and  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  each  case  which  may  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Irish  government. 

It  is  certainly  the  anxious  hope  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  that  all  necessity  for  collecting  the  arrears  of 
tithe  now  due  or  becoming  due,  and  all  the  hazards 
attending  upon  such  collection,  may  be  avoided  by  the 
acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  of  the  tenns  offered 
to  them  by  the  Act  which  has  just  been  passed  for  their 
rehef ;  but  if  this  unfortunately  should  not  be  the  case, 
it  appears  to  me  impossible  that  the  Government  can, 
consistently  with  its  duty  as  a  government,  refuse  its 
assistance  and  protection  to  those  of  them  who  shall  be 
obstructed  or  endangered  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
legal  claims.  .  .  . 

Such  having  been  the  state  of  this  matter  previous 
to  the  year  18o0  and  since,*  it  remains  to  consider  the 

*  That  bodies  of  soldiers  and  constables  actually  escorted  and  accom- 
lanie.l  the  process-servers. 
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situation  in  which  we  are  placed  at  the  present  moment, 
and  it  is  impossible  not  to  admit  that  situation  to  be 
much  changed  by  the  Act  wliich  has  recently  received 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  By  that  Act  the  Par- 
liament and  the  Government  admit  that  they  wish  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  levying  the  arrears  of  tithe  for 
the  last  two  years  and  for  the  present ;  they  offer  to  the 
tithe-owner  an  alternative.  He  may  decline  it ;  he 
may  refuse  to.  make  the  sacrifice  required;  he  may 
stand  upon  his  legal  right — and  his  legal  right  being 
unquestionable,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Government 
should  say  that  they  will  stand  by  and  see  it  violated 
without  interfering  either  to  assist  or  protect  him ;  at 
the  same  time,  he  cannot  in  justice  expect  that  aid 
should  be  afforded  with  the  same  ease  and  readi- 
ness as  it  has  been  of  late,  when  it  has  been  granted, 
in  fact,  upon  general  political  principles  and  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  down  a  movement  so  general 
and  so  combined  as  to  amount  ahnost  to  insurrec- 
tion. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  general  result  and  the  final 
opinion  of  the  Cabinet  is — 1st,  that  you  cannot  lay 
down  that  you  will  leave  every  tithe-owner  who  may 
not  take  the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  in  case 
his  claims  should  be  resisted,  to  his  mere  legal  remedy 
and  to  the  means  of  securing  it  which  he  may  be  able 
to  command ;  2nd,  that  in  deciding  upon  granting  as- 
sistance, you  should  resort  to  the  principles  upon  which 
the  governments  of  Ireland  acted  previous  to  the  year 
1830 — that  the  circumstances  of  each  case  in  which  aid 
is  asked  should  be  carefully  considered,  that  when  it 
appears  certain  that  the  process  cannot  be  served  with- 
out danger  of  resistance,  every  advice  and  even  remon- 
strance with  the   tithe-owner  should  be   employed  to 


108  LORD   MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

induce  him  to  adopt  the  more  moderate  course.  If  such 
remonstrance  should  prove  unavailing,  he  should  be  told 
that  he  proceeds  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  if  he 
still  persists,  precautions  should  be  taken  for  restoring 
the  public  peace  in  case  it  should  be  interrupted ;  but 
the  process-server  or  other  officer  should  not  be  actually 
escorted  either  by  the  troops  or  the  police. 

I  WROTE  the  above  yesterday  evening.  This 
to  the  morning's  post  has  brought  me  yours  of  the 
October  18,  15th.     I  aui  vcry  glad  to  learn  your  opinion 

upon  the  state  of  the  North,  the  Orange  lodges, 
&c.  You  know  enough  of  my  opinion  to  know  that 
I  should  always  consider  it  a  great  advantage  to  be 
relieved  from  the  necessity  of  taking  strong  measures  in 
that  quarter.  We  must  act  towards  the  Protestants 
with  firmness  and  justice,  but  at  the  same  time  with 
caution  and  moderation,  and  with  the  utmost  tenderness 
and  consideration,  not  only  for  their  feelings  but  even 
for  their  prejudices.  This  instance  of  these  reports 
from  the  North  appears  to  me  to  afford  a  proof  of  the 
impossibility  of  conducting  the  government  of  Ireland 
from  hence,  as  it  has  of  late  years  been  the  fashion  to 
suggest.  The  person  who  had  to  direct  measures  would 
'either  err  from  imperfect  and  incorrect  informaticm  or, 
if  he  waited  to  obtain  fuller  intelligence,  would  be  too 
late  for  the  occasion. 

A  new  Titho  Bill  was  in  preparation,  but  Ijord  Melbourne 
(Lx*8  not  seem  to  have  anticipated  much  benefit  from  it.  *  Vou 
know/  he  wrot«  to  Mr.  Littleton  on  September  21, '  my  general 
opinion  that  the  spirit  of  combination,  violence,  and  encroach- 
ment will  neither  be  satisfied  nor  mitigated  by  the  concessions 
which  have  been  made  to  it,  nor  by  any  which  may  be  made.' 
liord  Lansdowne's  sentiments  were  of  much  the  same  nature. 
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I  HAVE  read  attentively  the  printed  communica- 

LordLans-      , 

downe  to     tion  vou  liave  forvrarded  to  me,  and  I  presume 

Lord  Mel-  n      ^  r^   ^  '  •     • 

bourne.       to  tlie  rest   of  tlie   Cabinet,  contaninig  some 

Bowood 

December    additional   suggestions    from    Lord   Wellesley 
and  Littleton  on  the  subject  of  the  extinction 
of  tithes  in  L-eland, 

I  was  not  at .  all  surprised  to  find  that  some  altera- 
tion of  the  former  plan  was  judged  necessary  to  secure 
their  income  to  the  clergy,  as  it  seemed  to  me  impos- 
sible on  the  first  blush  of  it  that  a  capital  founded  on 
sixteen  years'  purchase  could  be  so  vested  or  arranged 
as  to  yield  a  revenue  approaching  even  witliin  13  per 
cent,  to  their  actual  receipts. 

It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  the  change  now 
proposed,  and  which  it  is  expected  will  meet  this  dijji- 
culty,  involves  rather  a  serious  objection  in  principle. 
It  is  intended  to  make  the  amount  of  purchase  or  com- 
mutation depend  upon  the  supposed  value  of  the  tithes 
in  diflerent  quarters;  but  how  is  this  difference  of 
value  to  be  estimated  ?  By  the  fact  of  the  tithe  having 
been  in  parts  of  the  country '  paid  freely,'  and  in  others 
been  the  subject  of  a  '  violent  and  inveterate  resistance '  ? 
Will  not  this  be  proclaiming  in  Ireland,  with  respect  to 
other  alleged  burdens  and  grievances,  that  the  measure 
of  resistance  will  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  relief? — an 
objection  that  I  remember  taking  last  year  to  one  of  the 
plans  for  the  pa}nnent  of  arrears,  and  which  was  then 
generally  felt  by  the  Cabinet.  I  confess  I  do  not  see 
how  the  inequality  can  be  justified  short  of  going  the 
full  length  of  recognising  one  part  of  Ireland  as 
Catholic  and  the  other  as  Protestant;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  we  or  the  country  are  prepared  for  this,  and 
the  admission  would  imply  a  still  greater  diminution 
in  the  income  of  the  Church  of  England,  together  with 
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a   corresponding  provision   for   the    Eoman    Catholic 
clergy. 

I  think  it  right  to  state  this  objection,  as  it  occurs  to 
me  strongly ;  but  if,  contrary  to  any  expectation,  this  last 
suggestion  is  found  to  smoothe  diflSculties,  I  certainly 
shall  be  glad  to  see  the  question  settled  any  way,  and  as 
an  individual  proprietor  in  that  part  of  the  country 
where  redemption  can  be  effected  on  the  easiest  terms, 
can  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  it. 

During  the  winter  the  state  of  Ireland,  though  less  deplor- 
able than  in  former  years,  was  still  far  from  satisfactory.  Lord 
Melbourne  wrote  to  Mr.  Littleton  on  December  27  : — 

The  report  of  the  province  of  Leinster,  compared  with 
that  for  the  same  period  of  the  last  year,  is  undoubtedly 
satisfactory,  and  upon  the  face  of  it  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  impossible  to  deny  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  Coercion 
Act,  not  only  upon  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  in  which  it 
has  been  called  into  operation,  but  also  upon  the  neigh- 
bouring counties  of  Carlow  and  Tipperary  ;  at  the  same 
time,  however,  that  this  representation,  comparatively 
considered,  may  be  held  to  be  encouraging,  taken  by 
itself  it  certainly  presents  anything  but  a  cheering 
prospect.  Two  hundred  and  ninety-two  offences  com- 
mitted in  the  space  of  one  month,  all  of  them  of  a 
serious  complexion  and  many  of  them  of  an  insurrec- 
tionary character,  prove  that  we  are  yet  very  far  from 
having  restored  order  and  security  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  Lispector-General 
of  that  province  that  more  precaution  should  be  used 
by  the  magistrates  in  granting  licences  for  the  holding 
of  arms ;  but  I  was  extremely  surprised  to  read  in  his 
observations  that  he  himself  does  not  attach  much  im- 
portance to  the  possession  of  firearms  by  the  peasantry. 
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It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  this  was  one  of  the 
worst  peculiarities  of  Ireland,  the  very  point  in  which 
it  differs  from  England  the  most  to  its  own  disadvantage. 
Whether  the  desire  to  obtain  arms  be  a  cause  or  an 
effect  I  stop  not  to  enquire,  but  sure  I  am  that  this  is 
the  most  evil  symptom  of  the  diseased  state  of  the 
country,  and  the  circumstance  which  most  leads  to  and 
encourages  both  public  tumult  and  private  outrage,  and 
renders  both  more  bloody  and  destructive  than  in  other 
countries.  I  feel  convinced  that  no  permanent  good 
will  be  effected  until  this  habit  is  greatly  checked  and 
diminished,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  public  oflScer  to 
discourage  and  discountenance  it  by  every  means  in  his 
power. 

And  he  wrote  to  Lord  Wellesley  on  January  4 : — 

I  much  lament  that  you  seem  to  entertain  so  un- 
favourable an  opinion  of  the  general  state  of  the  country. 
I  wish  I  could  myself  think  that  your  forebodings  in  this 
respect  were  not  well  founded.  I  am  not  equal  to  the 
attempt  to  enter  upon  a  subject  of  such  magnitude  at 
present.  The  dependencies  and  provinces  of  great 
monarchies  have  always  been  apt  to  grow  too  great  and 
too  strong  to  be  governed  by  the  mother  state,  and  that, 
perhaps,  exactly. in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which 
their  true  interest  has  been  consulted,  and  their  pros- 
perity has  been  suffered  to  develop  itself.  This  has  been 
the  case  with  absolute  despotisms,  and  I  am  afraid  that 
governments  of  a  popular  character  will  not  be  found 
to  be  exempt  from  the  same  condition. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  the  renewal  of  the  Coercion  Bill 
was  inevitable,  and,  as  is  well  known,  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  renewal  produced  the  downfall  of  the  Grey  administra- 
tion.    As  to  Lord  Melbourne's  share  in  the  imbroglio  there  is 
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nothing  much  to  relate.  It  is  unnecessary  to  retell,  for  the 
hundredth  and  first  time,  the  events  of  the  tempestuous  session 
of  1834,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  when  the  Bill  came 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet,  he  and  Lord  Grey  were 
strongly  in  favour  of  its  reintroduction  in  its  integrity.  He  was, 
therefore,  extremely  angry  with  Lord  Wellesley's  famous  letter 
of  June  19,  in  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  announced  that 
he  did  not  wish  the  clauses  to  be  renewed  enabling  him  to 
suppress  public  meetings ;  and  he  was  additionally  angry  be- 
cause the  letter  was  written  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  not,  in 
the  ordinary  course,  to  himself.'  He  swallowed  his  objections, 
however,  and  it  was  Lord  Grey's  determination  to  carry  the 
whole  Bill,  and  nothing  but  the  Bill,  combined  with  Mr.  Little- 
ton's indiscreet  communication  with  O'Connell,  which  caused 
the  resignation  of  Lord  Althorp,  and  the  consequent  break-up 
of  the  Ministry.  Lord  Melbourne,  to  all  outward  appearance, 
accepted  the  catastrophe  with  great  philosophy,  and  went  with 
a  party  of  ladies  down  the  river.  But  he  never  forgave  Lord 
Wellesley,  or  Lord  Brougham  the  chief  adviser  of  Lord  Welles- 
ley,  their  share  in  the  transactions,  and  it  is  to  the  events  of 
this  period  that  must  be  attributed  his  relentless  determination 
to  exclude  those  statesmen  from  any  Ministry  of  which  he  was 
the  chief. 

'  The  best  account  of  the  transactions  is  to  be  found  in  Lord  Hather- 
ton's  (Mr.  Littleton's)  Memoir  on  the  subject,  edited  by  Mr.  Reeve.  It  is 
there  stated  by  Lord  Hathcrton  that  Lord  Wellesley  addressed  his  letter 
to  Lord  Grey  because  Lord  Melbourne  had  not  answered  his  previous 
letters.  The  omission  is  perfectly  possible,  as  Lord  Melbourne  was  not 
the  most  methodical  of  correspondents ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  not 
easy  to  reconcile  the  statement  with  a  sentence  in  Lord  Wellesley's  letter 
of  July  8 :  *  I  wrote  to  Lord  Grey  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
the  communication  out  of  the  official  channels.' 
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CHAPTEE  VII 

THE    FIRST   MELBOURNE   ADMINISTRATION 

July— November  1634 

On  the  day  after  Lord  Grey's  resignation  Lord  Melbourne  was 
sammoned  by  the  King  to  give  his  advice  on  the  state  of  affairs. 
The  selection  does  not  seem  to  have  taken  many  people  by  sur- 
prise ;  indeed,  Lord  Durham  had  prophesied  a  year  before  that 
Melbourne  would  be  Grey's  successor.  Having  ascertained  that 
Lord  Lansdowne  would  not  accept  the  Premiership,  and  know- 
ing full  well  that  Lord  Althorp  was  utterly  unwilling  to  assume 
the  post  of  honour,  he  obeyed  the  royal  commands  with  charac- 
teristic nonchalance.  To  his  private  secretary,  Tom  Young,  he 
said  that  '  he  thought  it  a  damned  bore,  and  that  he  was  in 
many  minds  what  he  should  do — be  Minister  or  no.'  But  he 
was  persuaded  by  that  worthy's  unanswerable  reply :  *  Why, 
damn  it,  such  a  position  was  never  occupied  by  any  Greek  or 
Roman,  and,  if  it  only  lasts  two  months,  it  is  worth  while  to 
have  been  Prime  Minister  of  England.'  *  The  King's  wishes,  as 
is  well  known,  were  that  he  should  attempt  to  form  a  coalition 
Ministry  with  the  Duke,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  Mr.  Stanley. 
But  Lord  Melbourne  had  far  too  much  common  sense  to  accede 
to  an  arrangement  so  excellent  in  theory,  so  unworkable  in 
practice.  The  gist  of  his  often- quoted  reply  is  to  bo  found  in 
the  following  passage  : — ' 

The  (listiiiffuislied  individuals  enumerated  by  your 
Majesty,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Mr. 
Stanley,  have  all  and  each  of  them  recently  expressed, 

*  Qreville^  iii.  120.  Greville  pives  a  very  unfavourable  sketch  of  Tom 
Young's  character,  but  Hayward  attributes  to  him  considerable  abilities 
and  great  usefulness. 

'  Lord  Melbourne's  reply  was  dated  July  10. 
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not  only  general  want  of  confidence  in  your  Majesty's 
government,  but  the  strongest  objections,  founded  upon 
principle,  to  measures  of  great  importance,  either  intro- 
duced into  Parliament  or  adopted  by  virtue  of  your 
Majesty's  prerogative  :  to  the  Bill  for  the  better  collec- 
tion of  tithes  in  Ireland,  and  to  the  Commission  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  state  of  religion  in  that  country.  Both 
these  measures,  particularly  the  last,  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne considers  vital  and  essential  in  the  present  state 
of  public  feeling  and  opinion.  Would  it  be  then  fair  in 
Viscount  Melbourne  to  offer  to  these  distinguished  indi- 
viduals the  appearance  of  a  negotiation  in  which  Vis- 
count Melbourne  would  have  everything  to  demand 
and  nothing  to  concede  ? 

Much  to  hia  disgust,  the  King  was  accordingly  obh'ged  to 
fall  back  upon  the  Whigs,  and  Lord  Melbourne,  having  over- 
come the  reluctance  of  Lord  Althorp — *  the  tortoise  on  whom 
the  world  reposed' — to  continue  in  office,  was  able,  on  the  15th, 
to  express  his  readiness,  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  to  place 
their  services  at  the  King's  disposal. 

Viscount  Melbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 

Lord  Mel-  __    .  ,  ^   ,i  . 

bourne  to  to  your  Majcsty,  and  respectfully  acquamts  your 
South  Majesty  that,  in  consequence  of  the  audience 
July  15,  with  which  he  was  honoured  by  your  Majesty 
on  the  13th  inst.,  he  yesterday  evening  called 
together  those  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  servantswho 
have  not  actually  resigned  their  offices,  and  submitted  to 
them  the  paper  which  your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
place  in  Viscount  Melbourne's  hands,  and  also  his  recol- 
lection of  the  conversation  which  passed  upon  the  occasion. 
Viscount  Melbourne  is  charged  by  them  all  to  express 
their  attachment  and  devotion  to  your  Majesty's  person 
and  government,  and  their  readiness  to  place  their  ser- 
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vices  at  your  Majesty's  disposal,  subject  to  such  expla- 
nations as  Viscount  Melbourne  is  authorised  to  offer  of 
certain  passages  in  your  Majesty's  gracious  communi- 
cation, and  which  he  beheves,  from  his  recollection  of 
your  Majesty's  observations  on  Monday  last,  to  be  en- 
tirely consonant  with  your  Majesty's  feelings  and  inten- 
tions. 

With  respect  to  the  general  observations  made  in 
the  paper  referred  to.  Viscount  Melbourne  will  only 
state  that  he  perceives  their  purport  to  be  that  your 
Majesty's  government  is  to  be  conducted  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  firmly  maintaining  the  civil  and  religious  estab- 
lishments of  the  country,  subject  to  such  prudent  and 
well-considered  but  effectual  reformation  as  may  render 
them  more  suited  to  their  own  purposes,  more  commen- 
surate with  their  objects,  as  may  be  dictated  by  sound 
policy,  and  as  are  called  for  by  a  majority  of  the  re- 
spectable part  of  the  community. 

To  the  distinct  questions  put  by  your  Majesty,  your 
Majesty  has  a  right  to  expect  and  it  is  Viscount  Mel- 
l)ourne's  duty  to  offer  a  clear  and  distinct  reply.  To 
the  first — viz.  What  are  the  materials,  independently  cf 
any  combination  of  parties,  from  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Viscount  Melbourne,  an  administration  can  be  formed  ? 
and  which  Viscount  Melbourne  understands  as  a  direc- 
tion to  liim  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  a  plan  of  admin- 
istration. Viscount  Melbourne  humbly  proposes  that 
Viscount  Duncannon  should  be  called  up  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  should  be  entrusted  with  the  seals  of  the 
Home  Department,  and  tliat  the  office  of  First  Com- 
missioner of  Woods  and  Forests  should  be  filled  by  Sir 
John  Cam  Uobhouse  with  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 

With  res})ect  to  the  second  question.  Whether  your 
Majesty  can  feel  secure  against  the  introduction  of  any 
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of  those  whose  principles  and  views  your  Majesty  dreads 
and  deprecates  ?  Viscount  Melbourne  would  fain  hope 
that  his  answer  to  the  former  question,  in  which  he 
proposes  to  your  Majesty  for  the  vacancies  occasioned 
by  the  new  arrangement  two  individuals,  one  of  whom 
is  at  present  and  the  other  recently  has  been  in  your 
Majesty's  service,  and  only  left  it  from  accidental  cir- 
cumstances,^ will  be  a  sufficient  proof  that  there  is  no 
wish  to  do  anything  but  that  which  may  be  agreeable 
to  your  Majesty,  nor  any  desire  to  give  to  the  achninis- 
tration  a  sudden  change  and  alteration  of  its  character. 
Viscount  Melbourne  would,  however,  be  greatly  want- 
ing in  his  duty  to  your  Majesty  if  he  did  not  humbly 
represent  that  nothing  appears  to  him  to  be  so  impolitic 
and  dangerous  (omitting  other  objections)  as  the 
adoption  of  a  principle  of  exclusion.  Such  a  measure, 
beyond  any  other,  defeats  its  own  end ;  it  increases  the 
power  and  popularity  of  those  who  are  the  objects  of 
it,  whilst  it  embitters  their  feelings  and  drives  them  into 
courses  more  violent  and  reckless  than  thev  would 
otherwise  be  inclined  to  adopt.  Viscount  Melbourne 
has  no  intention  at  present  of  suggesting  the  introduc- 
tion into  your  Majesty's  councils  of  any  others  than 
those  whom  he  has  named  to  your  Majesty,  but  he 
trusts  that  your  Majesty  will  allow  him  to  reserve  to 
himself  the  power  of  recommending  to  your  Majesty  at 
any  future  time  any  one  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  who 
is  qualified  by  law  to  fully  serve  your  Majesty. 

The  two  next  questions  relate  to  the  Act  for  better 
suppressing  local  disturbances  in  Ireland,  and  it  is  Vis- 
(M)unt  Melbourne's  duty  to  acquaint  your  Majesty  that, 
from  all  he  can  learn,  it  has  become  impossible  since  the 

*  Sir  John  Hobhouse  lost  his  seat  for  Middlesex  on  accepting  the 
appointment  of  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  in  succession  to  Mr.  Stanley. 
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publication  of  the  import  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
private  letter  to  Earl  Grey  to  carry  a  renewal  of  tliis 
Act  with  the  clauses  relating  to  meetings.  Viscount 
Melbourne  disagrees  with  this  opinion,  he  deeply  laments 
its  prevalence,  but  he  feels  himself  compelled  to  yield 
to  necessity,  and  is  therefore  ready  to  assent  to  the  Bill, 
so  restricted,  which  in  that  shape  he  apprehends  there 
will  be  little  difficulty  in  passing. 

Viscount  Melbourne  having  offered  to  your  Majesty's 
questions  such  answers  as  he  is  enabled  to  give,  would 
now  have  nothing  further  to  add  except  the  repetition 
of  his  entire  devotion  to  your  Majesty,  but  the  last  para- 
graph of  your  Majesty's  paper,  in  which  your  Majesty 
states  that  '  You  are  satisfied  that  Viscount  Melbourne 
would  not  undertake  to  preside  over  any  administration 
upon  the  concurrence  and  support  of  which  jour 
Majesty  could  not  rely  in  every  effort  to  resist  further 
encroachment  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  upon 
the  Cliurch  Establishments  in  England  and  in  Ireland, 
and  upon  the  character,  the  responsibility,  and  the  con- 
stitutional sliare  in  the  legislature  of  the  aristocracy  of 
the  country,'  renders  it  necessary  that  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne, in  order  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  mis- 
take, should  add  one  or  two  explanatory  observations. 
Viscount  Melbourne  has  already  stated  to  your  Majesty 
his  opinions  upon  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  in 
England  and  in  Ireland — viz.  that  it  requires,  though 
upon  different  principles,  reconsideration  and  remodel- 
ling in  both  countries.  To  this  opinion  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne understood  himself  to  be  fortunate  enough  to 
obtain  your  Majesty's  assent  and  concurrence,  and  your 
Majesty  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  tliat  Viscount 
Melbourne  sliould  be  anxious  to  state  that  neither  he 
nor  his  colleagues  can  by  acquiescing  in   the  above- 
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mentioned  sentiments  and  expressions  be  considered  to 
preclude  themselves  from  offering  to  your  Majesty  such 
measures  for  the  reformation  of  the  hierarchy  in  England 
and  in  Ireland  as  may  appear  to  be  advisable,  and  as 
the  result  of  the  labours  of  the  Commission  lately  issued 
for  the  enquiry  into  the  religious  state  of  the  latter 
country  may  suggest  and  recommend.* 

The  business  of  the  session  was  soon  wound  up,  and  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued  on  August  15.  The  Coercion  Bill  was 
passed,  minus  the  meetings  clauses ;  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the 
firat  of  many  times,  threw  out  the  Tithe  Rill.  His  colleagues 
departed,  Lord  Melbourne  remained  in  or  near  town,  spending 
much  of  his  time  at  Holland  House,  where  Greville  was  enabled 
to  commit  to  memory  many  admirable  instances  of  his  learning 
and  conversational  powers.^  Meantime  he  was  in  correspond- 
ence with  Lord  John  Russell. 

I  WROTE  you  the  note  merely  as  a  remembrancer 
bourne  to  of  wliat  had  been  settled  at  the  Cabinet.  I 
Russeu^  think  you  should  certainly  communicate  with 
South  *      Mr.  Waymouth  and  the  Committee  in  London, 

'  Lord  Melbourne's  first  Ministry  was  composed  of — 

Viscount  Melbourne,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Lord  President. 

Earl  of  Mulgrave,  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Chancellor. 

Viscount  Al thorp.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

Viscount  Palmerston,  Foreign  Secretary. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  C.  Grant,  President  of  the  Board  of  Control. 

Lord  Auckland,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Lord  John  Russell,  Paymaster  of  the  Forces. 

Lord  Holland,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

Mr.  Poulctt  Thomson  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Mr.  E.  Ellice,  Secretary  for  War. 

Mr.  Abercromby,  Master  of  the  Mint. 

Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse,  Woods  and  Forests. 

Lord  Wellesley  and  Mr.  Littleton  continued  to  be  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
^  Greville,  iii.  126  ct  acq. 
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inr*\i6  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  y^^^  should  try  to  learn  pretty 
18  »4  generally  from  the  country  what  are  the  actual 
views  of  the  Dissenters  and  what  regulations  they  would 
acquiesce  in.  These  gentlemen  in  London  I  suspect  to 
be  only  the  nominal  leaders,  and  to  possess  about  as 
much  weight  with  the  Dissenters  in  general  as  the  Pope*, 
does  with  O'Connell  and  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland. 
You  must,  of  course,  be  very  careful  in  what  you  say 
yourself,  but  I  think  you  will  learn  their  views  without 
committing  the  Government  to  any  measure. 

The  more  I  think  of  the  plan  of  making  the  legal 
contract  of  marriage  merely  civic,  and  leaving  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  parties  whether  they  shall  superadd 
any  religious  ceremony,  the  more  I  dread  its  repugnance 
to  the  habits  and  feelings  of  this  country.  Wliat  would 
the  Methodists  and  the  Wesleyans  particularly  say  to 
such  a  proposition  ?  This  is  of  great  importance,  and 
might,  I  should  think,  be  ascertained.     Adieu. 

O'Connell  had  returned  to  Ireland  in  a  state  of  great  in- 
dignation against  the  Whigs. 

I  RECIEVED  your  letter  here  yesterday.  I  agree 
bourne  to    with  vou  entirely  about  O'Connell.     Any  step 

Lord  John  "  .  .        "^  n  ^      > 

Russell.  towards  him  is  a  measure  of  such  importance 
Pans-  and  danger  that  no  one  ought  to  take  it,  or 
Auprustas,    anything?  like  it,  without  the  fullest  considera- 

1834  *^  o  ' 

tion,  and  without  the  agreement  of  all  his  col- 
leagues. But  I  very  much  doubt  the  utility  of  laying 
tliis  down,  which  in  itself  is  obvious,  as  a  solemn  and 
regular  resolution.  The  proposition  will  be  acceded  to 
7iem.  con,  as  soon  as  it  is  stated,  but  when  that  is  done 
shall  you  be  the  least  nearer  your  object  ?  Those  who 
are  against  this  scheme,  and  who  are  for  open  and 
straightforward  dealing,  will  abstain  from  anything  of 

P 
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the  kind  without  any  pledge.  Those  on  the  contrary 
wlio  have  this  notion  in  their  heads,  and  who  are  inclined 
to  schemes,  will  not  be  in  the  least  restrained  from 
embarking  in  them  by  any  undertaking.  You  will  only 
raise  an  awkward  discussion  without  any  possible  profit. 
With  respect  to  O'Connell,  I  am  myself  strongly  of 
opinion  that  nothing  can  be  done  with  him.  You  cannot 
buy  a  man  without  paying  something  like  his  price. 
You  cannot  pay  O'Connell's  price.  Wliat  I  mean  by 
his  price  is  something  adequate  to  his  station  and  in- 
fluence in  Parliament  and  in  the  country.  Now,  his 
abilities  and  powers  are  such  as  to  give  him  naturally  a 
claim  to  the  highest  offices  in  the  State  and  a  large  share 
in  the  govenmient  of  the  countr}\  You  cannot  do  this — 
at  least  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  so — and  you  cannot 
obtain  him  for  less.  It  is  idle  to  expect  that  such  a  man 
as  he  is,  and  after  the  career  he  has  run,  will  sink  quietly 
down  into  a  subordinate  equity  or  common  law  judge, 
lie  would  like  to  have  the  offer  for  the  sake  of  refusin*; 
it.  Ilis  friends  and  followers  will  try  to  delude  you  into 
making  the  offer  by  all  sorts  of  representations  of  its 
being  needed,  of  his  being  tired,  of  his  being  desirous  of 
repose,  and  all  this  sort  of  stuff.  Besides,  if  you  were  to 
gain  him,  to  make  him  Attorney-General  for  instance, 
you  would  only  gain  a  master.  Taking  office  would  not 
shake  his  influen(*e  with  the  people  of  Ireland  one  jot. 
The  people  of  Ireland  are  not  such  damned  fools  as  the 
j)e()j)le  of  England.  When  tliey  place  confidence  they 
do  not  withdraw  it  the  next  histant.  They  do  not  suffer 
tlieir  ophiions  to  be  changed  in  a  day  by  the  leading 
article  of  a  newsj)aper.  When  they  trust  a  man,  when 
th(»y  are  really  persuaded  that  he  has  their  interest  at 
heart,  they  do  not  throw  him  off  because  he  does 
something  which  thev  camiot  inmiediatelv  understand 


THE  FIRST  MELBOURNE  ADMINISTRATION  211 

or  explain.  On  the  contrary,  tliey  think  that  he  prob- 
ably knows  what  he  is  about,  that  what  he  does  is  done 
to  serve  them,  and  they  cling  to  him  the  closer  on  account 
of  any  apparent  inconsistency.  The  Ministry  that  lets 
him  get  into  the  saddle  may  be  very  sure  that  he  will 
soon  have  a  bit  in  their  mouth  and  guide  them  as  he 
lists. 

With  respect  to  your  other  schemes,  which  are  rather 
large  and  new,  do  you  not  think  that  we  have  enough 
to  do  at  present  without  them  ?  I  cannot  for  the  life  of 
me  see  how  they  will  get  rid  of  any  difficulties,  and  they 
will  be  in  themselves  very  great  ones,  I  think  to  meddle 
with  the  army  now  would  be  absolute  madness,  and 
depend  upon  it  there  are  very  great  objections  to  the 
alteration  of  the  government  of  Ireland.  These  arrange- 
ments might  possibly  be  bettered ;  but  it  seems  to  me, 
in  the  present  position  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  in  this 
country,  and  with  all  the  questions  affecting  the  discipline 
of  the  army,  it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence  to 
agitate  them.     Adieu. 

O'Connell's  ^  letter  had,  of  course,  engaged  my 
to  the        attention,  and  I  had  already  written  both  to  the 

samo. 

South  Chancellor  and  Duncannon  to  call  theirs  to  it 
Septeikber  iu  the  most  scrious  manner.  I  doubt  the 
legahty  of  it,  particularly  of  that  part  of  it 
which  recommends  a  general  passive  resistance  to  the 
payment  of  tithe ;  but,  however  that  may  be,  I  could  not 
take  any  other  view  of  it  with  reference  to  our  position 
and  tlie  general  state  of  Ireland  than  tliat  which  5"ou 
take,  and  I  was  inclined,  and  am  still,  to  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  as  vou  do. 

O'ConnelFs  conduct  looks  very  mucli  as  if  he  were 

'  A  letter  reviewing  the  history  of  Lord  Grey's  administration. 

p   2 
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afraid  of  leaving  the  tithe  to  the  legal  course  of  collec- 
tion, as  if  he  doubted  whether  there  would  be  resistance, 
and  whether  it  might  not  be  levied  peaceably,  and  there- 
fore he  thinks  it  necessary  thus  early  to  begin  exliortation 
and  excitement  in  order  to  secure  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  population.  I  am  afraid  he  is  too  certain  to  be 
successful.  It  was  most  probable  that  the  payment 
would  be  withheld  without  any  successful  efforts  on  his 
part ;  with  them,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
effect. 

There  appear  to  me  to  be  many  reasons  for  an  early 
meeting.  The  tithe  will  become  due  in  November,  and 
as  we  have  then  every  reason  to  apprehend  serious 
events,  it  appears  to  me  really  advisable  that  Parliament 
should  be  sitting  in  order  to  meet  them,  and  that  we 
should  avoid  giving  O'Connell  the  start  and  advantage 
of  three  months,  which  he  invariably  employs  in  the  most 
active  and  violent  agitation. 

A  Tithe  Bill  we  must  bring  forward.  We  cannot, 
of  course,  acquiesce  in  the  tithe  being  forcibly  abolished 
and  obtained  by  the  landlords. 

The  clauses  of  the  Coercion  Bill  I  always  appre- 
hended would  be  found  necessary. 

The  recess  can  hardly  liave  brought  Lord  Mellx)ume  mnch 
repose.  His  volatile  Chancellor  was  touring  in  Scotland, 
arousing  by  his  imprudent  speeches  a  perfect  storm  of  criti- 
cism, and  winding  up  with  a  personal  controversy  with  Lord 
Durham,  which  began  at  the  Grey  banquet  at  Edinburgh 
and  continued  in  the  pages  of  the  Edinburgh  Review.  In  Sep- 
tember I^rd  Lansdowne  threatened  resignation  because  of 
sundry  blunders  in  connection  with  the  Irish  Poor  I^w  Com- 
mission.* In  October  came  the  destruction  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  by  fire ;  and  Lord  Melbourne  had  to  point  out  to 
the    King   that  his   generous   proposal  to  place  Buckingham 

'  rorr<?n#,  ii.  21 -24. 
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Palace  at  the  disposal  of  the  legislature  could  hardly  with  safety 
be  accepted. 

Viscount  Melbourne  presents  liis  humble  duty  to 

Lord  Mel-  .  ^  "^ 

bourne  to   youF  Majesty,  and  acknowledges  your  Majesty's 
South        crracious   communication,   which   he    has   this 

Rtroot- 

November  momiug  reccived,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
cent destruction  by  fire  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 
There  can  be  no  question  that,  as  your  Majesty  states, 
it  is  your  Majesty's  undoubted  prerogative  to  appoint 
the  place  of  meeting  of  your  Parliament,  but  this  place 
of  meeting  has  been  upon  the  present  spot  so  invariably 
for  so  many  years — ever  since  the  time  of  Charles  II., 
who  summoned  one  Parliament  under  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances at  Oxford  ^ — that,  without  adverling  to  the 
possibility  of  the  House  of  Commons  not  sanctioning 
any  arrangement  made  at  present  by  voting  the  sums 
necessary  to  defray  the  expense  of  it,  it  appears  to 
Viscount  Melbourne  that  it  would  be  highly  unad- 
visable,  and  in  some  degree  ungracious,  to  exercise  this 
prerogative  except  after  full  consultation  with  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

Viscount  Melbourne  entirely  concurs  with  your 
Majesty  that,  in  order  to  avoid  debate  and  diversity  of 
opinion  upon  the  subject  as  much  as  possible,  your 
Majesty's  Government  should  be  prepared  with  a  plan, 
which  they  may  decisively  propose  to  Parliament  im- 
mediately upon  its  reassembling,  and  Lord  Melbourne 
will  lose  no  time  in  calling  the  serious  attention  of  his 
colleagues  to  this  subject  as  soon  as  they  are  collected 
together  in  London;  but  Viscount  Melbourne  cannot 

*  Parliament  was  summoned  to  Oxford  in  1665  on  account  of  the 
Great  Plague. 
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conceal  from  your  Majesty  tliat  he  would  be  unwilling 
to  be  the  Minister  who  should  advise  your  Majesty,  upon 
his  responsibility,  to  remove  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
from  their  ancient  and  estabUshed  place  of  assembly  at 
Westminster. 

As  one  reason  for  this  determination,  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne begs  to  suggest  to  your  Majesty  that,  from  the 
knowledge  which  he  possesses  of  the  opinions  which 
many  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  entertain 
upon  this  subject,  if  a  removal  is  determined  upon,  it  is 
probable  that  your  Majesty  may  be  exposed  to  pro- 
posals with  respect  to  the  Palace  of  St.  James's  and 
Marlborough  House  which  may  be  far  from  being 
agreeable  to  your  Majesty. 

But  other  reasons  suggest  themselves  to  the  mind 
of  Viscount  Melbourne  of  a  more  grave  and  serious 
nature. 

If  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  are  rebuilt,  not 
upon  the  same  site,  but  in  the  same  quarter  of  the 
town  in  which  they  have  so  long  stood,  their  present 
cliaracter,  fonn,  and  extent  may  be  in  a  great  degree 
preserved.  If  a  total  removal  takes  place,  and  that  to 
a  situation  where  space  is  unlimited,  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  avoid  providing  much  larger  accommodation 
for  spectators  as  well  as  for  members;  and  Viscount 
Melbourne  need  not  recall  to  your  Majesty's  mind  the 
fatal  effects  which  large  galleries  filled  with  the  multitude 
have  had  upon  the  deliberation  of  public  assemblies, 
and  consequently  upon  the  laws  and  institutions  of 
nations. 

Soon  afterwards  Lord  Melboiimo  learnt  tliat  liOrd  Diirimm 
was  at  log^orlieads  with  Lord  John  Russell,  and  that  the  latter 
had  obtained  the  Kin^^'s  permission  to  vindicate  himkK'lf  in 
Parliament. 
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Lora  Mel-  ^  UNDERSTAND  that  a  Correspondence  which  has 
^J^®^.*^  recently  taken  place  between  Lord  John  Eus- 
i^r^  'c^n-  s^^l  ^^^  Lord  Durham  relating  to  the  previous 
Do^kg  consultations  upon  the  Act  for  the  Reformation 
Nov^ber  ^^  ^^^^  Representation  has  been  submitted  by 
4,  i8«4.  Lord  John  Russell  to  his  Majesty,  accompanied 
by  a  request  that  he  (Lord  John)  may  be  permitted  to 
make  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  any  dis- 
closure upon  this  subject  which  may  appear  to  him  to 
be  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  his  character,  and 
that  to  this  request  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  accede. 

I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  seize  the  opportunity  of 
the  first  moment  of  this  matter  coming  to  my  knowledge 
to  represent  through  you  to  his  Majesty  how  extremely 
inconvenient  this  course  is  likely  to  prove,  how  much 
crimhiation,  recrimination,  and  general  altercation  it  is 
likely  to  produce,  and  how  entirely  subversive  it  is  of 
all  the  principles  upon  which  the  Government  of  this 
country  has  hitherto  been  conducted.  I  understand 
that  these  letters  contain  statements  of  the  opinions 
held  and  maintained  in  the  Cabinet  upon  material  parts 
of  the  measure  by  different  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment. What  Minister  will  ever  hereafter  give  his 
opinion  freely  and  unreservedly  upon  the  matters  before 
him  if  he  feels  that  he  is  liable,  at  any  distance  of  time, 
to  have  those  opinions  brought  to  light,  and  to  be  him- 
self arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the  public  for  having  held 
them ;  and  how  can  the  public  affairs  be  satisfactorily 
conducted  unless  the  sentiments  of  Ministers  be  declared 
in  their  fullest  extent,  and  without  the  least  bias  either 
of  apprehension  or  of  precaution  ?  The  publicity  of 
debates  in  Parliament  established  of  late  years  is,  I 
believe,  on  the  whole  advantageous.     At  the  same  time 
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it  must  be  admitted  that  tliere  are  attendant  incon- 
veniences, and  particularly  that  it  prevents  that  fear- 
lessness and  sincerity  of  discussion  which  would  other- 
wise take  place.  If  the  arguments  in  the  Cabinet  are 
no  longer  to  be  protected  by  an  impenetrable  veil  of 
secrecy,  there  will  be  no  place  left  in  the  public  councils 
for  the  free  investigation  of  truth  and  the  unshackled 
exercise  of  the  understanding. 

This  matter  seriously  concerns  Lord  Grey  as  well  as 
myself.  If  his  Majesty  has  given  pennission  to  Lord 
John  Russell,  it  cannot,  perhaps,  be  retracted.  But  it 
might  be  proper  to  express  a  strong  sense  of  the  incon- 
venience of  the  proposed  course,  and  an  anxious  hope 
that  the  present  licence  will  not  be  acted  upon  unless 
it  should  appear  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  which  it  is 
impossible  that  it  can  be,  for  the  vindication  of  honour 

and  character. 

Sir  Her-  I  HAVE  felt  it  to  bc  my  duty  not  to  lose  a 
iTiJi^^'''  moment  in  bringing  before  the  King  your 
pnl^ilte"**''  lordship's  letter  of  yesterday,  marked  *  confi- 
Nove^i^'r  dcutial,'  aiul  to  receive  his  commands  to  convey 
5, 1834.  ^^  y^^  ]jjj^  sentiments  and  full  explanations  with 
regard  to  the  subject  to  which  it  relates. 

His  Majesty  orders  me  to  assure  you  that  he  enters 
most  sincerely  and  cordially  into  all  you  say  upon  it 
and  the  feeling  you  express,  and  that  no  man  can  be 
more  sensible  than  he  is  of  the  mischief  that  is  done  to 
any  Government,  to  its  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  general  interests  of  the  nation, 
by  the  disclosures  of  ()j)ini()us  and  of  discussions  which 
may  have  taken  place  in  the  piivate  sittings  of  the 
memlxTs  of  tlie  Governnu*nt,  (»sp(»cially  wlu^n  such  dis- 
closures are  produced  by  a  process  of  crimination  and 
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recrimination  so  little  suited  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  individuals  concerned  have  been  placed  or 
are  placed,  and  so  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  obliga- 
tions contracted  by  them  when  they  become  the  mem- 
bers of  a  Government.  His  Majesty  has  therefore  not 
ceased  to  deprecate  the  practice,  which  has  more  espe- 
cially obtained  lately,  of  giving  great  dinners,  which 
are  a  sort  of  political  assembly  at  which  topics  are 
introduced  which  necessarily  lead  to  crimination  and 
recrimination  when  parties  are  spht  as  at  present,  and 
he  also  objects  to  '  itinerant '  speechifying,  particularly 
by  individuals  holding  high  offices. 

The  King  considers  it  almost  useless  to  remark  that 
the  circumstance  which  is  more  immediately  the  sub- 
ject of  your  letter  has  arisen  out  of  these  objectionable 
practices,  but  he  leaves  it  for  those  concerned  to  trace 
the  evil  to  its  origin,  whether  to  disclosures  in  Parlia- 
ment, at  '  Gatesliead,'  at  dinners,  or  in  the  Edinburgh 
Review}  The  point  on  which  his  Majesty  feels  deeply 
anxious  is  that  your  lordship  should  feel  persuaded 
that  his  Majesty  had  never  contemplated  for  a  moment 
holding  correspondence  with  any  of  your  colleagues,  or 
with  anyone  on  questions  affecting  the  Government,  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  which  the  individual  at  the 
liead  of  the  Government  should  be  ignorant ;  that  he 
has  never  wished  to  conceal  anything  from  him,  never 
has  done  so,  and  never  will. 

Applications  similar  to  that  made  recently  by  Lord 
John  llussell  were  not  unusual  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Lord  Grey ;  several  instances  might  be  cited, 
and  one  of  them  in  which  Lord  John  Eussell  was  the 

*  Gateshead,  near  Durham,  was  one  of  the  places  at  which  Lord 
Durham  spoke.  Lord  Brougliam  liad  retorted  on  Lord  Durham  in  the 
Edinburgh  lievicw  for  October  1834. 
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member  of  the  Cabinet  concerned,  though  it  was  not 
acted  upon.  But  those  applications  were  invariably 
made  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  Lord  Grey,  and 
when  his  Majesty  received  Lord  John  Eussell's,  dated 
at  Ho  wick  on  the  2nd  ult.,  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
liis  lordship  had  apprised  you  of  this  step,  more  es- 
pecially as  Lord  Grey  was  privy  to  it ;  nor  can  his 
Majesty  hesitate  to  observe  that  few  circumstances  have 
surprised  him  so  much  as  the  discovery,  which  appears 
to  result  from  your  lordship's  letter,  that  you  not  only 
had  not  been  apprised  of  the  application  in  question, 
but  that,  up  to  the  very  day  you  wrote  to  me,  you  had 
not  seen  the  correspondence. 

I  now  beg  to  enclose  it  as  far  as  I  am  concerned ; 
and  his  Majesty  has  ordered  me  to  add  a  letter  from 
Lord  Grey,  enclosing  the  copy  of  one  addressed  by  him 
to  Lord  Durham  which  the  latter  read  at  the  assembly 
at  Glasgow. 

His  Majesty  flatters  himself  that  you  will  observe 
in  my  communication  made  by  his  order  the  strongest 
desire  to  discourage  these  improper  disclosures,  and  to 
inculcate  the  necessity  of  caution  and  discretion  in  the 
use  of  the  permission  given  to  Lord  John  Eussell ;  and 
his  Majesty  now  orders  me  to  say  that  you  have  his 
full  autliority  in  liis  name  to  recall  that  permission,  since 
his  Majesty  has  learnt  that  the  application  was  not 
made  witli  vour  knowled<ife  and  concurrence. 

i,ord  Mel-  I  ^^^  y^^^  ^'ill  off^r  t^  l^is  Majesty  my  humble 

sir^Her-^  aiul  gratefnl   thanks  for  the  very  satisfiictory 

\^r!'  ofn-  l^*t  ter  wliich  his  Majesty  has  commanded  you  to 

Downhig  write  to  me  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  4tli  inst.     I 

November  ^^n  Y^^^  ^^'^'^  assurc  liis  Majcstv  that  I  always 

6,  i^i.  {qIi  confident  that  his  Majesty  supposed  that  the 
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correspondence  between  Lord  John  Eussell  and  Lord 
Durham  had  ab-eady  been  submitted  to  me,  as  well  as  the 
request  preferred  by  the  former  to  his  Majesty.  I  am 
anxious  also  to  add  that  I  feel  certain  that  in  omitting 
to  communicate  with  me  upon  a  subject  of  such  import- 
ance Lord  John  Eussell  acted  through  indiscretion  and 
misconception,  as  he  is  utterly  incapable  of  anything  of 
an  underhand  or  clandestine  character.  I  observe  in 
the  correspondence  that  it  is  not  his  intention  to  make 
any  public  disclosure  except  in  his  place  in  Parliament. 
It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  more  prudent 
not  to  agitate  the  subject  at  present,  but  to  take  the 
(chance  that  the  lapse  of  a  little  time  may  possibly  make 
him  see  the  matter  in  a  clearer  light  and  alter  the  in- 
tention which  he  now  professes. 

I  return  you  the  correspondence,  amongst  which  I 
do  not  perceive  any  copy  of  Lord  John  Eussell's  letter 
to  Lord  Durham,  adverted  to  in  his  letter  of  Septem- 
ber 21  addressed  to  you.  I  also  beg  leave  to  acknow- 
ledge with  gratitude  his  Majesty's  autograph  letter  on 
the  subject  of  Buckingham  Palace  and  the  proposed 
site  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  to  which  I  would 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  replying  after  consideration 
of  the  subject  and  further  consultation  with  Lord  Dun- 
cannon  and  Sir  John  Hobhouse. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  was  hardly  to  bo  expected  that, 
wlien  the  death  of  Lord  Spencer  necessitated  the  removal  of 
lAJvd  Altliorp  to  the  U])per  House  and  the  choice  of  a  new  leader 
for  tlie  House  of  Commons,  Lord  Melbourne  should  write  to  the 
King  in  tones  of  decided  cheerfulness  : — 

Downing  ViscouNT  Mklbourne  prcscuts  his  humble  duty 
November  ^^  your  Majcstv,  und  is  anxious  in  the  present 
12, 1834.  enierirency  to  wait  upon  your  Majesty,  and  to 
receive  your  Majesty's  conimaiids. 
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Your  Majesty  will  recollect  that  the  Government  in 
its  present  form  was  mainly  founded  upon  the  personal 
weight  and  influence  possessed  by  Earl  Spencer  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  upon  the  arrangement  which 
placed  in  his  hands  the  conduct  of  the  business  of 
Government  in  that  assembly.  That  foundation  is  now 
withdrawn  by  the  elevation  of  that  nobleman  to  the 
House  of  Peers ;  and  in  the  new  and  altered  circum- 
stances it  is  for  your  Majesty  to  consider  whether  it  is 
your  pleasure  to  authorise  Viscount  Melbourne  to  make 
such  fresh  arrangements  as  may  enable  your  Majesty's 
present  servants  to  continue  to  conduct  the  affairs  of 
the  country,  or  whether  your  Majesty  deems  it  advisable 
to  adopt  any  other  course. 

Viscount  Melbourne  accepted  the  high  and  respon- 
sible office  which  he  at  present  holds  because  he 
thought  that  at  that  moment  it  was  in  his  power  to 
render  service  to  your  Majesty  and  the  country.  Vis- 
count Melbourne  will  never  abandon  your  Majesty; 
his  humble  services  will  always  be  at  your  Majesty's 
disposal  whilst  they  can  be  given  honourably  and  con- 
scientiously, and  wliilst  your  Majesty  is  pleased  to 
deem  them  worthy  of  your  acceptance.  But  Viscount 
Melbourne  earnestly  entreats  that  no  personal  con- 
sideration for  him  may  prevent  your  Majesty  from 
taking  any  measures  or  seeking  any  other  advice 
wliicli  your  Majesty  may  tliink  more  likely  to  conduce 
to  your  Majesty's  service  and  tlie  advantage  of  the 
countrv. 

Whatever  may  be  your  Majesty's  views,  Viscount 
Melbourne  liumbly  conceives  tliat  tliey  will  be  forwarded 
and  assisted  by  a  full  and  unreserved  personal  com- 
muiii(Mtion  upon  the  present  state  of  public  affairs, 
and  for  that  2)urpose  Viscount  Melbourne  will  have  the 
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honour  of  waiting  upon  your  Majesty  at  Brighton  to- 
morrow.^ 

The  King  '^^^  ^^^S  '^^^  ^'^^^  Rioment  received  Viscount 

Me^b^e.  Melbourne's  letter,  and  has  determined  to  send 

Novi'^r  ^^^^  messenger  back  with  an  immediate  reply,  not 

12,  i»84.  Qj^jy  fQj.  (j^Q  purpose  of  confirming  his  intention 

of  coming  here  to-morrow,  but  also  because  he  is  unwill- 
ing to  delay  assuring  Viscount  Melbourne  how  highly 
he  estimates  the  honourable  feeling  and  the  principle  of 
devotion  to  the  service  of  his  sovereign  and  the  country 
which  influence  his  conduct  at  this  critical  juncture,  as 
they  have  indeed  directed  it  on  every  occasion,  and 
more  particularly  when  he  accepted  the  high  oflSce 
which  he  now  holds,  and  undertook  the  discharge  of 
arduous  and  responsible  duties  which  his  Majesty  felt 
he  could  not  entrust  to  anyone  better  deserving  of  his 
confidence. 

That  confidence  is  not  only  undiminished,  but  has 
been  increased  by  his  Majesty's  experience  of  Viscount 
Melbourne's  character  and  abihties,  and  he  would  do 
great  injustice  to  his  sense  of  tliem  if  he  were  not  to 
declare  that  every  motive  arising  from  it,  and  from 
personal  regard  and  gratitude,  would  cause  his  Majesty 
sincerely  to  regret  the  loss  of  Viscount  Melbourne's 
valuable  services.  His  Majesty,  however,  is  quite  sen- 
sible of  all  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  from  Earl 
Spencer's  removal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  he  is  not 
blind  to  those  which  may  be  anticipated  in  any  attempt 
to  make  such  fresh  arrangements  as  shall  enable  his 

*  A  portion  of  this  letter  was  published  by  Sir  T.  Martin  in  his  Life 
of  Lord  Lyndhurst,  The  whole  correspondence  seems  certainly  to 
show  that  much  of  the  criticism  that  has  been  passed  on  William  IV.  for 
his  dismissal  of  the  Ministry  is  based  on  a  misconception  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case. 
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Majesty's  present  servants  to  continue  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  country.  He  is  quite  aware  that  the 
Government,  in  its  present  form,  was  mainly  founded 
upon  the  personal  weight  and  influence  possessed  by 
Earl  Spencer  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  he  cannot  help 
feeling,  also,  that  the  Government  exists  by  the  support 
of  that  branch  only  of  the  legislature,  and,  therefore, 
that  the  loss  of  Viscount  Althorp's  services  in  that 
House  must  be  viewed  with  reference  also  to  that  con- 
tingency. 

This  and  other  circumstances  producing  embarrass- 
ment, to  w^liich  the  King  will  not  further  allude  at 
present,  render  the  whole  question  one  of  the  most 
serious  import,  and  one  in  w^hich  friendly  and  disinte- 
rested advice  becomes  most  important ;  and  his  Majesty 
will  therefore  most  readily  avail  himself  of  Viscount 
Melbourne's  proposal  that  he  should  have  with  him  a 
full  and  unreserved  communication  upon  the  present 
state  of  public  affairs,  and  will  receive  him  at  any  time 
at  which  he  may  present  himself  here  to-morrow. 

The  substance  of  the  audience  was  given  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Memoirs  of  Baron  Stockmar,  from  a  memorandum  drawn  up 
by  the  King.*  William  IV.  confined  himself  to  expressing 
alarm  at  the  enquiry  into  the  Irish  Church ;  and  as  to  the  new 
leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  thought  that  Lord  John 
Russell  would  '  make  a  wretched  figure,'  and  that  Spring  Rice 
or  Abercromby  were  worse  than  Russell.  Early  next  morning 
Lord  Melbourne  received  the  following  letter : — 

TuE  KincT,  after  the  very  confidential  conversa- 
to  i^mi       tion  With  \  iscount  Melbourne  on  the  state  of 

Melbourne.  .  n      ^  i         /• 

i»aviiion,      the  country  u\  conse(iuence  of  the  removal  of 

nrij:hton,  ,  411  itt  n  -tx  -ii* 

Nov«MiiiH;r    V  Lscount  Altliorp  to  the  House  of  IVers,  and  his 

14    lHt)4 

tlierefore  beeoniiiig  Karl  Si)encer,  tliinks  it  right 

*  Stochnar^  vol.  i.  p.  829. 
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to  inform  Lord  Melbourne  that  he  conceives  that  the 
general  weight  and  consideration  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment is  so  much  diminished  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  in  the  country  at  large,  as  to  render  it  impossible 
that  they  should  continue  to  conduct  the  public  affairs 
in  the  Commons,  and  particularly  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  King's  confidential  servants  cannot  derive  any 
support  from  the  House  of  Lords  which  can  balance 
the  want  of  success  in  the  Commons. 

His  Majesty,  therefore,  under  this  view,  and  the 
apprehension  of  contingencies  which  the  King  has  ex- 
pressed to  Lord  Melbourne  vei'bally,  does  not  think  it 
would  be  acting  fairly  or  honourably  by  his  lordship 
to  call  upon  the  Viscount  for  the  continuance  of  his 
service  in  a  position  of  which  the  tenure  appears  to  the 
King  to  be  so  precarious. 

His  Majesty  need,  however,  hardly  repeat  that 
assurance  so  often  conveyed  to  Lord  Melbourne  of  the 
high  sense  the  King  entertains  of  his  lordship's  valuable 
character  and  services. 

A  conversation  followed,  at  which  Lord  Melbourne  good- 
naturedly  consented  to  be  the  bearer  of  a  summons  to  the  Duko 
of  Wellington. 

I   HAVE   the  honour  to  send  your  lordship  a 

Sir  Herbert  .  "^  ^ 

Tavyior  to     letter  from  the  Kinff,  and  also  the  Cliancellor's 

Lord  Mcl-      ,  n       ^  n   1       '  i        i 

boame.  letter  ot  the  8th  inst.  and  the  copy  of  my 
Novembe'r    auswcr,  wliich  I  mentioned  to  you,  and  which 

14   1834.  •/         ' 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  return  with  those 
of  previous  date. 

Your  lordship  will  forgive  my  assuring  you  that  I 
am  convinced,  from  what  the  King  said  to  me  after  you 
were  gone,  that  he  had  been  unable  to  express  how 
strongly  he  feels  the  whole  of  your  proceedings,  and 
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how  deeply  impressed  he  is  with  the  conviction  that  in 
every  feature  of  it  and  in  every  stage  of  the  course  you 
have  pursued  you  have  been  influenced  by  no  other 
tlian  the  purest  and  most  high  principled  desire  of 
assisting  him  in  these  arduous  and  critical  times,  and  of 
promoting  to  the  utmost  of  your  power  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  State. 

You  will  also,  I  hope,  excuse  my  repeating  the  sin- 
cere expression  of  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness  which 
I  have  experienced,  and  for  the  confidence  which  you 
have  shown  on  many  occasions,  which  lias,  I  assure  you, 
been  most  gratifying  to  my  feeUngs,  and  will  not  cease 
to  be  so. 

Pavilion,  After  the  very  painfvl  conversation  for  both 
Nove^i^I^'r  p^rtics  tliis  momiug,  and  so  honourably  disin- 
14, 1884.  terested  in  Viscount  Melbourne,  the  King  can- 
not permit  the  day  to  pass  without  assuring  his  lordship 
that  his  Majesty  will  never  forget  those  words  that  fell 
from  the  Viscount's  mouth  during  the  audience  his 
lordship  had  with  the  King  previous  to  Lord  Mel- 
bourne's taking  his  leave  on  his  return  to  London. 

I  LOSE  no  time  in  acquainting  you  that  I  have 
bourne  to    just  left  tlic  Kiiig,  and,  after  two  very  long  and 

I/ord  Grey.   "^  *^  .  i  /•      i 

conftden-     unrescrvcd  conversations  upon  the  state  of  the 

tial.  ... 

Pavilion,     administration,  of  parties,  and  of  the  country, 

Brighton,  i  i       •    •  i  -i  • 

November   lie  luis  coiuc  to  the  dccisioii  that  Ins  present 

14    1h34 

Half  past     Ministers  are  so  weak  in  the  House  of  Commons 

one,  A.M.  Ill  •       •  1  •  1  • 

that  lie  deems  it  inexpedient  to  direct  .me  to 
take  measures  for  a  new  arrangement,  but  has  deter- 
mined upon  sending  for  the  Duke  of  WeUington.  What 
will  be  the  constMpiences  God  only  knows ;  at  the  same 
time  I  am  not  surprised  at  his  decision,  nor  do  I  know 
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that  I  can  entirely  condemn  it.  You  know  the  motives 
which  have  led  him  to  form  it  as  well  as  I  do.  His 
p-eat  distrust  of  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
present  Cabinet;  his  particular  dislike  to  John  Eussell, 
whom  I  proposed  as  leader  of  the  House  of  CJommons, 
having  previously  ascertained,  as  well  as  I  could,  that  he 
would  be  the  person  who  could  undertake  it  with  the 
greatest  chance  of  success;  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
Chancellor,  and  the  absolute  disgust  and  alienation 
w^hicli  it  has  created  in  the  King's  mind ;  his  lively 
apprehension  of  the  measures  which  he  expected  to  be 
proposed  to  him  with  respect  to  the  Cliurch ;  and  some 
imprudence  on  the  part  of  Duncannon,  who  had  opened 
to  him  prematurely  the  measures  which  he  proposed  to 
found  upon  the  report  of  the  Commission  of  Enquiry  in 
Ireland* — these  considerations,  reinforced  by  the  opinion 
that  the  Church  and  Conservative  party  is  of  great  and 
growing  strength  in  the  country,  have  led  him  to  this 
conclusion,  and  it  is  impossible  to  say,  and  I  apprehend 
that  you  will  not  be  inclined  to  pronounce,  that  all  these 
feelings  are  unreasonable  and  unfounded.  It  is  almost 
superfluous  to  state  to  you  that  towards  me  personally 
the  King's  conduct  has  been  most  fair,  honourable,  and 
kind ;  and  I  owe  it  to  him  to  say  that,  whether  his  deci- 
sion be  right  or  wrong,  I  feel  confident  that  he  has  come 
to  it  conscientiously  upon  his  own  conviction,  that  it  is 
tlie  best,  and  unbiassed  bv  anv  other  advice  or  influence 
whatever.  The  contrary  will  be  said,  and  attacks  will 
])e  levelled  against  the  Queen  and  others,  but  I  do  believe 
that  tliere  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  them. 

All  now  dei)ends  upon  which  party  is  the  strongest 

*  Lord  Duncannon  greatly  alarmed  the  King  by  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  suspending  the  non-cure  parishes — that  is,  parishes  without  any 
cure  of  souls  (Stockmar^  i.  881). 

Q 
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in  the  country — the  peers,  the  clerg}%  the  gentrj'',  the 
Irish  Protestants  on  the  one  side  ;  or  the  Badicals  and 
Eoman  Catholics  upon  the  other.  Much  depends  also 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  more  moderate  reformers ;  a 
class  smallest  in  number,  but  in  such  times  as  these  of 
considerable  influence. 

I  have  no  time  to  write  more.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you.  It  is  unnecessary  to  request  you  to  be 
cautious  respecting  the  contents  of  this  letter,  but  I  must 
say  that  I  have  not,  and  shall  not,  express  myself  with 
the  same  entire  unreserve  to  any  other  person. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  re-tell  the  story  of  Lord  Brougham's 
unjustifiable  communication  to  the  Times^  with  the  gratuitous 
and  maHcious  addition,  '  The  Queen  has  done  it  all.'  After  the 
appearance  of  the  announcement,  the  Ministry  could  only  resign 
with  so  much  good  grace  as  they  could  command. 

Downing  ViscouNT  MELBOURNE  preseuts  liis  humble  duty 
No^mber  ^^  Y^^'*  Majcsty,  and  returns  your  Majesty  his 
15, 1884.  most  humble,  warm,  and  most  grateful  thanks 
for  the  truly  gracious  letter  he  has  this  morning  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  from  your  Majesty.  Viscount 
Melbourne  upon  his  part  can  never  forget  either  your 
Majesty's  words  or  manner  upon  the  late  occasion,  and 
your  Majesty  may  rely  upon  it  that  any  sersuce  of  which 
Lord  Melbourne  is  capable  will  be  rendered,  not  merely 
as  a  matter  of  duty,  but  with  all  the  warmth  of  the  most 
grateful  feelings  and  the  strongest  personal  attachment 
and  devotion. 


Downing  ViscouNT  MELBOURNE  presents  his  humble  duty 
Nt!^eniiier  ^^  3'^^^^  Majcstv,  and  begs  to  acquaint  your 
15,  i«34.  Majesty  that  he  this  morning  submitted  to  his 
colleagues  the  written  communication  which  your  Ma- 
ji'stv  i)la(!ed  in  Viscount  Melbourne's  hands  vesterdav  at 
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BriHliton.  Viscount  Mellx)urne  is  directed  by  them  to  ex- 
press  to  your  Majesty  their  grateful  sense  of  the  unifonn 
kindness  and  condescension  which  they  have  met  whilst 
they  have  had  the  honour  of  serving  your  Majesty, 
and  to  express  their  willingness  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices  until  their  successors  are 
appointed.* 

Lord  Mel-  ^  HAVE  tliis  momiug  rcccivcd  your  letter  of  the 
i^Grey.  16th.  It  has  given  me  great  satisfaction,  be- 
i^'^^ij^-  c^^ise  it  entirely  coincides  with  my  own  opinions, 
dentiftL       q^^^  becausc  it  confirms  me  in  the  consciousness 

Soath 

Street,       ([^^^  J  took  tlic  rifflit  Huc  in  the  two  audiences 

November  *^ 

18, 1884.  which  I  had  of  the  King  at  Brighton.  I  told 
him  that  I  was  ready  to  attempt  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  materials  which  were  at  my  disposal,  but 
at  the  same  time  I  laid  l^efore  him  the  difficulties  which 
were  to  be  encountered,  and  also  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  a  change.  I  also  told  him  that  I  had  no 
doubt,  as  I  have  not,  that,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
Althorp,  the  Government  would  still  retain  the  confi- 
dence and  support  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  made 
his  election,  I  believe,  conscientiously  and  uninfluenced 
])y  otliers,  and  I  cainiot  positively  venture  to  pronounce 
that  he  was  wrong.  At  the  same  time  it  is  a  fearful 
exjDedient ;  and  if  the  Duke  of  Wellington  should  either 
fail  in  forming  a  Government  or  be  speedily  overthrown, 
those  who  may  tlien  be  called  upon  to  act  will  be  placed 
in  circumstances  of  embarrassment  which  I  cannot  con- 
template witliout  serious  alarm. 

I  entirelv  a<rree  with  vou  as  to  the  line  which  it  will 
he  our  duty  then,  as  it  is  now,  steadily  to  i)ursue  ;  but 

*  They    were,    however,    dismissed    before    their    successors    were 
appointed. 

Q  2 
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the  difficulty  of  pursuing  it,  tlie  difficulty  of  supporting 
the  institutions  of  the  country  and  of  resisting  violent 
change  and  daring  innovation,  will  be  much  increased 
by  that  which  has  now  taken  place. 

.  .  .  Everything  appears  to  me  likely  to  pass 

The  same  .  .         • 

to  the         off  quietly,  as  I  am  sure  I  wish  it  to  do.     The 

same 

confi'den-    effort  s  made  to  raise  a  flame  in  London  seem  to 

tial. 

South  me  quite  contemptible,  and  to  proceed  from 
November  tlic  lowcst  quartcrs.  The  great  difficulty,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  that  the  new  Government  will 
have  to  contend  with,  will  be  that  of  bringing  forward 
such  measures  of  reformation  as,  I  believe,  they  must 
bring  forward  without  alienating  many  of  their  sup- 
porters, and  without  exposing  themselves  to  such 
obloquy  and  ridicule  for  inconsistency  as  it  is  ahnost 
impossible  for  them  to  stand  against. 

Early  in  December  Ijord  Melbourne,  having  refused  an  earl- 
dom and  the  Garter,  went  to  Melbourne  House,  and  at  Derby 
made  two  speeches  in  explanation  of  his  position.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Lord  Duncannon  is  quoted  because  Greville 
attributes  to  the  reproaches  of  the  Home  Secretary  the  change 
of  tone  which  he  discovers  in  Lord  Melbourne's  second  speech. 
But  the  letter,  though  rather  oddly  worded,  is  not  at  all  recrimi- 
natory ;  and  a  careful  examination  of  Lord  Melbourne's  second 
speech  does  not  disclose  that  '  eating  of  his  words,'  those  '  am- 
plifications, modifications,  and  explanations'  which,  according 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  '  exhibited  him  in  a  very  discredit- 
able and  lamentable  point  of  view.'  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  very 
honourable  and  moderate  speech,  and  Greville  must  obviously 
have  been  misinformed.* 

To  Lord  TuE  great  questicm  of  whether  the  King  acted 
Dei^w*  ^^'i'^^ly  and  prudently  towards  his  people  re- 
18, 1WJ4.      mains  to  be  seen.     My  own  opinion  is  that  he 

*  For  the  speech,  which  is  not  otherwise  remarkable,  see  Torrens,  iL 
58  G3. 
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did  not.  Neither  of  the  parties  that  have  divided  this 
country  are  strong  enough  by  themselves  to  form  a 
government,  and  tlie  only  chance,  as  I  have  thought,  of 
preventing  such  concession  to  popular  feeling  as  almost 
amounts  to  revolution  was  to  be  found  in  the  confidence 
that  I  knew  that  the  House  of  Conmions  was  prepared 
to  give  you ;  and  I  feel  assured  that  they  would  have 
supported  you  in  resisting  triennial  Parliaments,  ballot, 
extension  of  suffrage,  and  some  other  matters  of  no  real 
moment,  but  much  thought  of  by  the  King,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  good  measures  you  were  about  to  propose  in 
the  form  of  tithe.  Church,  corporations,  and  Dissenters. 
But  how  now  stands  the  case  ?  The  party  that  were 
willing  to  accede  to  Althorp's  wish,  and  would  have 
acceded  to  yours,  is  irritated,  and  in  that  state  plunges 
into  promises  that  I  am  aware  must  embarrass  a  new 
government.  Tlie  taunts  of  the  Tories,  their  own  safety 
at  a  dissolution,  the  certainty  that  the  Government 
caimot  last,  tend  to  make  a  junction  of  all  persons 
opposed  to  Tory  rule. 

A  new  House  of  Commons  assembled,  and,  as  I 
believe,  the  new  Government  within  the  shortest  space 
of  time  turned  out,  the  King  will  perhaps  try  all  expe- 
dients— but  be  assured  he  will  fail. 

A  few  of  our  nervous  friends  may  shrink  from  us, 
in  the  expectation  of  preventing  measures  which  their 
desertion  would  only  precipitate.  A  thorough  change 
must  come,  and  the  measures  which  have  led  the  King 
to  adopt  the  course  he  lately  took  will  be  adopted,  either 
by  yourself,  moderately,  but  still  more  effectively  than 
we  had  proposed,  or  by  others  in  a  manner  that  would 
carry  witli  it  the  overtlirow  of  Protestantism  in  Ireland, 
and  consequently  strike  a  hard  blow  at  theCliurch  here. 
Unless  a  great  alteration  takes  place  in  public  feelhig. 
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and  party  feeling,  and  kingly  feeling,  Brougham  will 
not  be  Chancellor.  In  consideration  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  the  King  you  must  bear  this  in  mhid,  and  re- 
collect that  the  course  taken  by  the  King  has  given  an 
importance  to  Durham  he  never  had  before,  and  has 
imparted  an  almost  sovereign  sway  to  O'Conuell.  Has 
the  Kint^  then  considered  the  state  of  thin<^8  inevitable 
at  the  meeting  of  Parliament  ?  I  care  not  for  a  few  de- 
sertions ;  in  the  present  temper  and  feeling  of  the  country 
a  Tory  Government  cannot  last. 

Tlie  Tories,  then,  a  strong  party,  are  just  out ; 
Brougham  is  denounced  by  the  King,  and  not  upheld  by 
his  own  friends ;  Durham  in  England,  and  O'Connell  iu 
Ireland  are  forced  forward  prominently.  The  Whigs 
alone  cannot  form  a  Government  that  would  stand  a 
week. 

Such  is  the  state  of  things — for  it  is  useless  to  shut 
one's  eyes  to  the  fiict — that  has  been  brought  about  by 
the  extraordinary  course  taken  by  his  Majesty. 

A  case  might  arise  to  justify  the  King  to  the  coun- 
try by  the  violence  of  the  measures  that  were  to  be  pro- 
posed to  him.  Such,  he  will  never  venture  to  tell  you, 
was  his  real  opinion  of  the  Church  Bill.  I,  perhaps, 
should  never  have  spoken  to  him  or  written  upon  the 
subject,  but  to  the  princij)le  of  the  Bill  I  proposed,  not 
once  but  often,  he  agreed.  But  suppose  the  Tory 
Government  produced  a  succession  of  Church  and 
Corporation  reforms.  The  case,  it  appears  to  me, 
will  only  be  worse.  Once  proposed,  stronger  measures 
will  be  forced  upon  them,  which  they  must  either 
submit  to  with  a  total  loss  of  character  and  con- 
sistencv,  or  be  beat ;  and  in  either  case  their  fall  is 
certain. 

You  or  Althor})  are  the  only  persons  to  whom  the 
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King  or  country  will  look.  You  should,  therefore, 
knowing  his  present  fixed  determination,  turn  the  state 
of  things  in  your  mind,  and  consider  what  is  to  be  done 
under  the  circumstances  to  which  the  King's  rash  deter- 
mination has  reduced  the  country. 
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IX  OPPOSITION 
T)scEMD£R  1834— April  ISSo 


Before  Christina^i  Lord  Melbourne  waa  back  in  the  neiglibour- 
liood  of  London,  and  in.  the  following  month  was  in  active 
correspondence  with  his  late  colleagues,  and  especially  with 
Lord  Grey,  on  the  tactics  of  the  Opposition.  He  appears  to 
have  been  afraid  of  Radical  violence,  but  at  the  same  time  un- 
able to  see  his  way  to  a  coalition  with  the  Stanleyites,  whereby 
a  middle  party  would  have  been  formed,  excluding  Toryism  on 
the  one  hand  and  Radicalism  on  the  other. 

I  AGREE  with  nearly  all  your  letter,  and  very 
Holland  to  mucli  more  than  I  could  wish  with  the  general 
bourne.  tendhig  and  result ;  and  yet  I  think  necessity, 
Januai7  houour,  aud  even  reason,  apart  from  passion, 
must  make  you  tr}-  to  do  what  you  can  to  turn 
out  a  Tory  Ministry,  and  to  reinstate  one  in  character, 
composition,  and  spirit  like  that  over  which  Grey  and 
you  presided.  I  think  you,  and  I  include  him  hi  the 
observation,  are  bound  to  encourage  and  assist  in  such 
an  undertaking,  and  I  disapprove  strongly  of  Althorp 
lioldintj  himself  so  much  absolved  from  labouriui?  in  the 
vinevard. 

John,  as  vou  sav,  is  and  must  be  leader,  and  he  has 
many  of  the  best  (pialificaliuns  of  one;  but  yet  there 
are  certain  rc(iuisitcs,  more  especially  necessary  in  o|)- 
])osition,  in  which  he  is  lamentably  deficient,  and  which 
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must  be  supplied  by  some  other  de\aces  if  you  really 
intend  to  keep  a  large  body  of  men,  and  especially  the 
young  ones,  together.  He  takes  no  pains,  nor,  if  he  did, 
has  the  knack,  to  collect  the  opinions  of  others  or  to 
enUst  their  vanity,  their  ambition,  their  interests,  and 
their  affections  in  giving  effect  to  them.  Alderman 
Combe  ^  said  opposition  wanted  a  focus,  and  I  in  a 
saucy  joke  pretended  that  he  thought  that  word  Latin 
for  Fox ;  but  what  the  man  meant  to  say  was  correct. 
The  various  rays  of  light  and  heat  that  beat  against  a 
government  must  be  concentrated  to  raise  any  warmth, 
or  at  least  any  flame  that  is  capable  of  destroying  so 
close  compacted  an  edifice  as  a  Mniistry  must  be ;  and, 
if  Johnny  is  not  active  or  communicative  enough  to 
inspire  such  a  feeling,  some  meeting  or  consultation 
must  be  organised  and  constructed  of  a  nature  to  in- 
spire him  and  give  authority  to  all  he  says  and  does  in 
concert  with  them.  He  comes  to  town  to-morrow,  and 
X    a  letter  to  him  in  Queen  Street  will  reach  him. 

As  to  men,  I  entirely  concur  in  what  you  say  and 
determhie  about  D.  and  B.,*  and  as  far  as  concert 
and  agreement  and  negotiation  go  about  O'Connell  too. 
]iut  if  on  a  change  of  government  he  were  willing 
to  accept  the  EoUs,  the  Bench,  or  anything  of  that 
sort,  I  own  I  should  think  tlie  Mhiister  who  neglected 
such  an  opportunity  of  spiking  so  vast  an  instrument 
of  mischief  and  annoyance  both  culpable  and  foolish. 
I  am  afraid  you  are  too  much  in  the  right  in  sup- 
posing a  junction  with  Stanley  impracticable,  and  in 
conjecturing  tliat  his  conduct  and  speeches  in  the  in- 
terim would  make  it  unpopular.  But  yet  I  thhik  it 
ought  to  be  tried,  or  at  least  all  things  or  words  that 

'  Alderman  Combe  was  an  energetic  Libera]. 
''  obviously  Durham  and  Brougham. 
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tend  to  render  it  impossible  should  be  carefully  avoided 
and  discouraged ;  and  I  do  not  at  all  agree  with  you 
that  the  apprehension,  however  plausible,  of  subsequent 
disagreement  and  reviving  jealousies  or  disUke  should 
be  admitted  as  an  ingredient  in  your  motives  for  not 
accompUshing  it.  For  no  reconciliation  of  parties  who 
have  once  separated  can  be  made  to  which  such  objec- 
tions would  not  apply,  and  you  must  be  aware,  as  your 
Derby  speech  admitted  and  urged,  of  the  necessity  of 
union  if  you  intend  to  avert  the  necessity  of  submission 
and  surrender. 

As  to  your  principles,  there  seems  to  me  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  in  an  adherence  to  your  first — the  main- 
tenance, vindication,  or  commendation  of  the  last 
Ministry.  None,  I  conceive,  will  exact  confession  of 
error  in  the  past  or  of  amendment  in  the  future.  Nor 
do  I  think  that  you  would  be  urged  to  support  in  op- 
position what  you  opposed  in  Ministry,  in  any  way  at 
least  that  would  forfeit  your  character  in  the  country 
or  lower  yourself  in  your  own  esteem. 

It  does  not  seem  that  many  have  pledged  themselves 
to  Ballot,  and  it  was  notorious  that  Althorp  was  friendly 
to  the  principle  of  it  while  in  Ministry.  You  could  not, 
therefore,  prevail  upon  the  whole  mass  of  your  party  to 
oppose  it,  much  less  to  renounce  it  on  principle  as 
utterly  and  for  ever  inadmissible ;  but  you  and  others 
would  have  full  authority  enough  with  them  to  prevent 
tlieir  pledging  themselves  to  it  as  a  party  measure,  and 
after  you  had  resisted  it,  you  would  remain  as  much 
tlie  head  of  the  whole  party  as  before.  It  would  not, 
therefore,  be  considered  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to 
forming  a  Ministry  composed  of  men  who  differed  about 
it  unless  you  chose. 

Pensions   certainly  have    their  difficulty.     I   quite 
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agree  that  we — that  is,  the  late  Ministry  and  persons  in 
office — must  out  of  office  vote  as  we  did  in,  and  indeed 
I  should  go  further,  and  do  all  I  could  to  engage  our 
friends  to  do  so  also ;  but  it  is  clear  that  we  could 
hardly  have  secured  a  majority  again  on  that  subject  if 
we  had  remained  in  office,  and  in  opposition  we  have 
no  chance  of  prevailing  on  the  bulk  of  our  party  to 
follow  us.  Tlie  measure,  therefore,  must  take  its  chance. 
If  the  Tories  are  beat  upon  it,  the  thing  will  be  over 
before  you  are  called  upon  to  form  a  Ministry.  If  the 
Tories  resist  it  successfully,  you  must  attempt  to  do  so 
too  when  j'ou  are  Ministers ;  and  if  you  are  called  upon 
to  form  a  Ministry  before  the  matter  is  brought  on 
again,  you  must  endeavour  to  devise  betimes  some 
method  of  dealing  with  it  which  will  reconcile  your 
friends  and  the  public,  and  yet  not  expose  you  to  the 
reproach  of  inconsistency  or  imposture.  I  do  not  think 
you  are  in  a  situation  in  which  you  are  at  aU  called 
upon  to  court  popularity.  It  is  quite  sufficient  to  avoid 
the  reality,  the  appearance,  or  the  boast  of  defying  it. 

Your  course  and  tone  of  measures  seem  to  me  easy 
enough.  Your  difficulties  of  men  are  much  greater, 
and  also  all  your  means  of  collecting  what  your  party 
reallv  wisli,  and  of  makin<jf  them  act  in  concert  and 
cordiality  for  tlie  attainment  of  it,  are  verv  defective, 
and  nnist  be  sui)i)lied  by  meetings  and  intercourse, 
especially  of  yoiunj  men  in  the  Commons. 

ix>rdMei.  I  HAVE  not  writtcu  to  you  lately  upon  public 
r!(')r<7arey.  i^ffi^ii'S ''^hhougli,  as  you  must  suppose,  naturally 
tiaT^'panB-  ^^^^^  auxious  to  Icam  your  opinion  upon  tlum, 
jttllmil^  because  it  appeared  to  me  that  no  ultimate 
28,  i«35.  ojiinion  could  be  formed  by  any  one  until  we 
had  an  oi)portuuity  of  seeing  the  result  of  the  elections, 
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and  of  ascertaining  a  little  what  would   be  the  real 
character  and  complexion  of  the  new  House  of  Com- 
mons.    I  think  we  may  now  conjecture  it  with  some- 
thing of  certainty.^     Tlie  supporters  of  the  Ministr}^  will 
be  more  numerous  than  was  expected,  and  their  com- 
mon  danger   and   common    interest  will  make   them 
a  firm  and  united  party.     From  all  I  can  learn,  and 
from  the  event  of  some  of  the  popular  elections,  there 
certainly  is  a  change  in  the  political  sentiments  of  some 
part  of  the  community ;  and  a  very  slight  change,  joined 
to  the  influence  of  the  Government,  is  sufficient  to  give 
a  preponderance  to  a  party  so  naturally  strong  as  is  the 
Tory  party  in  this  country.     Still  I  am  confidently  as- 
sured that  they  will  be  in  a  minority ;  [not]  a  large  one, 
but  a  decided  minority.     Wliat  will  be  the  temper  and 
disposition  of  the  majority,  as  there  are  many  new  men 
amongst  them,  and  as  general  denominations  of  Whig, 
Radical,  Conservative,  and  so  forth  are  very  uncertain 
tests  of  the  real  practical  character  of  men,  it  is  lUcst 
difficult  to  form  any  estimate.     But  supposing,  as  will 
most  probably  be  the  case,  that  this  majority  will  be 
very  inveterate  against  the  Ministry  and  eager  for  action, 
it  becomes  matter  of  very  serious  consideration  what 
course  it  is  prudent,  and  indeed  justifiable,  to  pursue. 
Are  we,  or  am  I,  justified  in  dec*laring  a  decided  op- 
position to  the  present  Government,  unless  we  see  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to  form  another  in 
case  we  are  successful ;  and  what  are  our  prospects  in 
this  respect  ?     When  I  had  once  embarked  with  the  late 
Government,  I  deemed  it  mv  dutv  to  the  Khiff,  to  the 
country,   and   more  particuihirly  to   that  part   of  the 
country  which  had  supi)()rted  us,  to  attempt  to  keep 

*  The  elections  gave  the  Opposition  a  uiajority,  variously  calculateilai 
from  fivcand-twenty  to  forty  votes. 
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that  Government  together  under  every  (lifficulty,  and 
to  adliere  even  to  its  remains,  after  it  had  been  deprived 
of  its  strength  and  of  those  very  members   to  whom 
personally  I  was  most  attached,  and  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  embarrassments  with  which  we  were  surrounded, 
and   the  many  evils   and   inconveniencies  which   had 
existed  from  the  beginning  in  the  very  bosom  and  con- 
stitution of  the  party.     This  was  my  object  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  and  I  acted  w^ith  all  the  power 
I  could  for  its  fulfihnent.     But  this  is  now  at  an  end. 
Tliis  is  a  new  point  of  departure.     I  consider  myself 
now  free,  entirely  free,  to  choose  both  the  principles 
upon  which,  and  the  men  with  whom,  I  will  consent  to 
engage  either  in  government  or  in  opposition.     Now 
the  difficulties  with  respect  to  the  government  of  the 
country,  with  respect  to  further  measures,  seem  to  me 
to  be  Uttle  or  nothing.     The  course  seems  plain  and 
easy  in  every  direction.     In  an  empire  like  ours  there 
will   always   be   many   questions   pending,    there   will 
always  be  peril  and  ai)prehensions  in  some  quarter  or 
another ;  but  tliere  appears  to  me  at  present  to  exist  as 
little  of  this  nature  as  can  be  reasonably  expected.     Not 
so  tlie  difficulties  with  respect  to  men.     They  appear  to 
me  to  be  irreparable  and  irreconcilable.     I  will  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  Brougham.     I  need  not  state 
to  you  the  reasons  of  this  determination.     They  reduce 
themselves   readilv  under  two   heads — viz.  his  whole 
(•liara(*ter,  and  his  whole  conduct.     I  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  Durham.     For  obvious  reasons  I  forbear  to 
state  to  vou  mv  reasons  for  tliis  decision ;  nor  need  I 
account  for  my  third  peremptory  exclusion,  which  is 
O'Connell.     Now,  with  all  these  exclusions,  with  all  the 
resentment  which  they  would  create,  and  with  the  for- 
^lidable  elements  of  party  which  they  would  leave  not 
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reduced  to  order  and  at  liberty  to  unite  and  coalesce, 
is  it  possible  for  Lansdowne  or  me,  or  would  it  be  |X)S- 
sible  even  for  you  to  form  a  Ministry  with  which  it  would 
be  justifiable  to  undertake  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try ?  I  have  omitted  to  mention  minor  difficulties,  which, 
however,  would  be  found  sufficiently  embarrassing — such 
as  Wellesley  and  Littleton,  whom  undoubtedly  it  was 
the  most  daring  temerity,  and  only  to  be  palliated  by 
the  very  equivocal  position  in  which  both  Brougham 
and  Althorp  had  placed  themselves,  to  leave  in  Ireland 
at  the  end  of  the  last  session,  and  who  lost  no  time  in 
proving  by  the  most  absurd  and  reckless  conduct  that 
they  had  learned  nothing  by  experience ;  ^  and  Ellice  and 
P.  Thomson,  who  from  the  beginning  of  the  last  Govern- 
ment conducted  themselves  with  respect  to  the  press 
in  a  manner  which,  as  I  have  a  friendship  for  both,  I 
will  abstain  from  characterising.  But  be  assured  that, 
if  ever  a  negotiation  were  to  be  opened  with  Stanley, 
&c.,  personal  feelings  with  respect  to  the  latter  named 
individuals  and  others  would  be  found  a  great  obstacle 
to  its  success. 

I  would  now  for  a  moment  consider  the  question  in 
a  more  enlarged  point  of  view,  and  with  reference  to 
the  actual  state  of  feeling  in  the  country  as  evidence<l 
by  the  recent  elections.  The  increase  of  Tories,  though 
perhaps  principally  owing  to  the  natural  influence  of 
tlie  Government  and  of  the  King's  name,  shows  to  a 
certain  degree  a  change  of  opinion  in  the  country.  Tlie 
elections  liave  been  for  the  most  part  verv  hardlv  con- 
tested,  and  very  nearly  run,  which  shows  a  ver}'  even 

Mt  is  iinpossiblo  to  reconcile  this  statement  with  Lord  Melboume's 
letter  to  Lord  Wellesley,  written  towards  the  end  of  Auj^ist  (Pearce'a 
Lt/e,  iii.  408),  in  which  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  man'alive  more  eapablo 
of  solving  the  Irish  problem  than  Lord  AVclIesloy.  In  fact,  Lord  MeU 
bourne  treated  him  hardily,  though  he  was  always  a  difficult  man. 
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balance  of  parties.  The  majority  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  miscellaneous,  and  includes  many  persons  who 
have  pledged  themselves  to  measures  against  which  I 
am  decided.  The  House  of  Commons  itself  is  the 
greatest  power  in  the  State ;  but  it  is  an  unstable  power, 
its  very  existence  being  precarious.  The  House  of 
Lords  and  the  Crown  as  long  as  the  constitution  lasts 
are  fixed  and  settled  authorities.  Now,  is  it  not  a  serious 
question  for  a  man  to  decide  whether  he  shall,  at  the 
head  of  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  engage  in 
a  political  warfiire  wuth  the  Crown,  with  the  decided 
majority  of  the  House  of  Peers,  with  almost  the  w^hole 
of  the  clergy,  and  I  do  not  overstate  when  I  add,  with 
three  parts  at  least  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  ? 
Wliither  will  such  a  contest  lead  us  ?  Will  it  not  neces- 
sarily conduct  to  the  adoption  of  desperate  measures, 
of  which  for  one  I  am  determined  not  to  incur  the 
responsibility.  You  will  consider  this  letter  not  as 
deciding  anything,  except  as  far  as  it  relates  to  indivi- 
duals, and  only  intended  to  propose  these  questions  for 
consideration,  in  order  that  I  may  learn  your  sentiments 
and  receive  vour  advice.  It  is  written  without  reserve 
and  in  the  utmost  confidence ;  and  you  will,  I  am  sure, 
feel  the  importance  of  the  conjuncture,  and  the  necessity 
of  taking  no  step  without  well  considering  its  conse- 
quences. 

Lord  Grey  I  iiA^F.  bccu  prcveutcd,  by  an  absence  from 
Me^wne.  ^^^^^^*^  ow  a  visit,  froui  rctumiug  an  earlier 
Feb^^i^i,  *'^^^swer  to  your  letter  of  the  23rd  of  last  month, 
1885.  There  was  nothing,  however,  that  made  an 
immediate  rei)ly  of  material  consequence.  The  questions 
wliich  you  proi)ose  for  my  consideration  are  very  difficult. 
Upon  the  circumstances  on  which  they  are  founded,  as 
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they  result  from  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  of 
measures,  and  of  men,  I  generally  agree  with  you.  The 
result  of  the  elections  seems  to  me  to  prove  undeniably 
that  the  feeling  of  the  country  is  decidedly  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  Eeform  ;  in  other  words,  of  the 
principles  on  which  we  acted.  The  necessity  under 
which  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  his  colleagues  have  found 
themselves  compelled,  to  a  certain  degree  at  least,  to 
profess  an  acquiescence  in  these  principles,  would  be  a 
decisive  proof  of  this  were  there  no  other.  Here,  then, 
I  think  we  have  a  satisfactory  ground  for  deciding,  in 
the  first  place  (I  say  we^  for  I  still  continue  to  consider 
myself  as  one  of  you,  though  no  longer  an  active  asso- 
ciate), that  our  conduct  out  of  Government  should  be 
the  same  as  it  was  in  office — to  work  out  the  necessary 
reforms  which  the  state  of  our  institutions  may  require, 
upon  safe  and  moderate  principles,  in  accordance  with 
the  constitution  of  our  mixed  government  and  with  the 
spirit  of  the  age. 

On  the  measures  which  would  be  required  for  this 
purpose  I  think  with  you  that  there  would  be  little 
difficulty,  except,  perhaps,  with  respect  to  the  Irish 
Church.  I  doubt  very  much  as  to  the  way  in  which 
any  proposition  upon  this  question,  if  it  comes  to  be 
made  a  subject  of  party  contest,  may  be  taken  by  the 
public ;  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  an  occasion  given 
for  a  direct  breach  with  Stanley,  to  whom  I  think  you 
must  look  as  a  necessary  card  in  the  formation  of  a  new 
administration.  I  should,  therefore,  strongly  advise 
against  a  premature  discussion  of  this  very  embarrass- 
ing matter ;  there  would  be  great  advantage  in  waiting 
for  the  measures  whicli  tlie  Ministers  must  propose 
upon  it,  and  for  tliis,  I  think,  you  have  sufficient 
ground  in   the  appointment  of  the  Commission,  whose 
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report  ought   to  be  received   before   any   decision   is 
taken. 

Then  comes  the  last  and  greatest  difficulty,  with 
respect  to  men.  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  positive  ex- 
clusions, nor  am  I  much  disposed  to  dissent  from  them, 
except  that  positive  exclusions,  with  a  view  to  future 
events  of  which  one  cannot  beforehand  calculate  the 
exigencies,  are  never  prudent,  and  seldom  possible  to  be 
adhered  to.  The  chief  embarrassment  seems  to  me  to 
be  this.  You  cannot  abstain  from  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  discussions  which  the  late  events  must  produce. 
To  you  and  to  Lord  Spencer  a  powerful  party,  who  have 
real  claims  upon  you,  and  whom  it  would  be  a  public 
misfortune  to  see  disunited  and  dissolved,  will  naturally 
look  for  assistance  and  advice.  In  concerting  the 
measures  to  be  taken,  how  can  you  reject,  from  merely 
personal  reasons  which  it  is  difficult  to  assign,  the  co- 
operation of  a  person  like  Brougham,  who  was  intimately 
connected  with  you  in  office,  and  who  professes  the  same 
principles,  and  w^ho,  whatever  may  be  the  justice  of  the 
censure  which  he  has  so  generally  incurred,  will,  imme- 
diately after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  by  his  extra- 
ordinary activity  and  talents  again  attract  the  attention, 
and  not  improbably  conciliate  the  favour,  of  a  great  part 
of  the  pubUc.  His  case  is  quite  different  from  that  cf 
O'Connell  and  Lambton.  They  are  both  to  be  considered 
as  Kadicals,  with  whom  I  must  regard  our  difference  as 
no  less  decided,  and  ought  to  be  as  strongly  marked, 
as  with  the  Tories.  Here,  then,  there  is  a  difference  of 
principle  at  once  justifying  a  refusal  to  co-operate.  But 
Brougham  has  lately,  at  least  (how  long  he,  however, 
may  continue  I  will  not  pretend  to  say — in  opposition, 
probably  not  long),  professed  moderate  opinions  in  con- 
sonance  with   ours.      Acknowledging,    therefore,    the 
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objections  which  you  state  to  *  his  whole  character  and 
whole  conduct,'  it  seems  to  me  very  difficult  to  keep 
clear  of  him,  and  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  go  on 
either  with  him  or  without  him. 

What,  then,  is  to  be  done  ?     Ijcaving  this  difficulty 
in  a  great  degree  to  time  for  its  solution,  and  avoiding 
as  far  as  possible  both  an  open  quarrel  and  too  intimate 
a  connection  with  him,  I  should  say  that  the  best  way 
would  be  for  you  to  consult  with  Lansdowne,  Spencer, 
John  Eussell,  and  such  others  of  your  late  colleagues  as 
inspire  you  with  the  greatest  confidence,  upon  the  course 
proper  to  be  taken  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
and,  having  defined  it,  to  trust  to  the  support  wliich  it 
may  receive  from  those  who  concur  with  you  in  principle 
and  opinion.     With  respect  to  the  particular  measures 
which  should  be  taken  for  this  purpose,  I  am  too  far 
removed  from  the  scene  of  active  politics,  and  have  too 
little  communication  with  others,  to  give  a  decided  or 
satisfactory  opinion.     But  my  plan,  if  I  were  still  to 
take   a  lead,  would  be   to  bring  forward  no   direct 
question,  unless  something  in  the  Address  to  which  I 
could  not  assent  forced  me  to  an  amendment,  till  the 
views  of  Ministers  were  fully  developed.     I,  therefore, 
entirely  disap])rove  of  opposing  the  choice  of  Sutton  as 
Speaker,  or  of  bringing  on  any  direct  question,  on  which 
I  have  little  doubt  that  there  would  be  a  majority  for 
the  Ministers,  which  would  help  them  very  much  for 
tlie  remainder  of  the  session.     Your  want  of  confidence 
in  them,  vour  vindication  of  the  late  Government,  your 
views  for  the  future,  might  all  be  gone  into  in  a  dis- 
cussion on  tlie  Address.     This  would  leave  everything 
o])en,  would  pledge  nobody  against  you,  and  would — 
wliich  I  think  of  the  greatest  importance — avoid  the  risk 
of  driving  Stanley  to  sujjport  the  Ministers  on  a  par- 
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ticular  question,  which  might  facilitate  or  prepare  agree- 
ment with  tliem,  and  cut  off  in  the  same  degree  all  hope 
of  co-operation  witli  you.  In  this  way  I  think  you 
would  have  a  good  game.  The  Ministers  are  pledged 
to  some  measures  of  Reform.  If  thev  are  such  as  to 
satisfy  public  expectation,  a  division  amongst  themselves, 
or  at  least  among  some  of  their  supporters,  is,  I  think, 
inevitable,  and  they  are  too  weak  to  bear  any  defection. 
If  they  fall  short  of  what  is  reasonably  demanded,  their 
immediate  defeat  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  equally 
certain.  And  then  there  might  arise  the  possibility  of 
a  junction  which  might  enable  you  to  form  an  admin- 
istration standing  equally  clear  of  the  extremes  of  both 
parties. 

As  to  the  other  persons — Wellesley,  Littleton,  Ellice, 
and  P.  Thomson,  they  are  of  much  less  consequence, 
and  I  do  not  foresee  much  difficulty.  I  don't  know  to 
what  you  allude  in  mentioning  the  conduct  of  the  two 
last  with  respect  to  the  press.  All  this  is  very  unsatis- 
factorv,  but  I  am  not  able  to  render  it  clearer  or  shorter. 
I  shall  not  move  till  quite  the  end  of  this  month  or  the 
bei?innincr  of  next. 

Lord  John  I  ^^^  ^'^^y  ?S^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  Lord  Grey  recom- 
L^^Me*f.  ii^ends,  with  respect  to  Brougham,  so  cautious 
^"eiT'  ^^^^^  conciliatory  a  course.  His  merits  are  great 
iSuar-o  ^^^^  conspicuous;  his  demerits  vexatious  but 
1H35.  jj(^)|^  vital.     My  opinion  respecting  an  admin- 

istrative office  may  be  wrong ;  but  at  all  events  it 
w^ould  be  premature  to  pretend  to  settle  it  now.  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  you  should  act  on  Lord  Grey's 
advice  for  the  present. 

Wliat  Lord  Grev  savs  of  other  matters  is,  I  think, 
said  in  ignorance  of  the  temper  of  the  Commons,  of  the 

R    2 
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country,  nay,  of  the  Tories  likewise ;  for,  depend  upon 
it,  they  will  agree  well  enough  in  their  little  schemes  of 
Eeform,  and  if  any  of  them  are  defeated  they  will  only 
rejoice  and  say,  We  ^  are  impracticable.  I  hope  you  will 
be  in  town  soon  to  stay.  Many  members  are  arriving 
every  day.  I  send  you  letters  from  Kice  and  Aber- 
cromby  which  are  worth  your  attention.  Althorp  is  of 
opinion  that  we  cannot  avoid  an  amendment,  and  that 
it  is  likewise  the  best  policy  to  have  one.  This  is  my 
^aew ;  but  I  think  the  more  cautiously  worded  the 
better.  I  have  sent  mine  to  Lansdowne,  who  will 
infuse  a  few  more  drops  of  wisdom  into  it.  Some  few 
crotchety  people  about  the  Speaker — ^Bainbridge  of 
Taunton,  Ferguson  of  Eaith,  and  one  or  two  more 
Scotch.     The  division  will  be  very  close. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  ^^'^T  writc  you  ouc  line  to  thank  you  for  your 
i^rdGrey.  letter.  I  am  infinitely  obhged  to  you  for  it.  I 
Private.  coucur  iu  almost  every  word  of  it,  and  if  the 
F^rolirye,  ^oursc  wliicli  you  recommend  be  profitable  and 
1885.  practicable  it  ought  to  be  pursued,  and  then 
my  situation  will  be  comparatively  plain  and  easy ;  but 
vou  have  not  considered  the  other  alternative,  which 
presents  the  real  difficulty.  I  think  it  very  probable 
that  when  members  come  to  London  we  may  find  that 
a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  are  not  prepared 
to  come  to  a  decisive  vote  against  the  present  admin- 
istration, and  in  that  case  the  fear  of  division  and 
defeat  will  have  its  effect  upon  the  more  eager  and 
violent ;  but  if  the  contrary  should  be  the  case,  and  the 
decided  majority  are  ready  for  and  desirous  of  such  a 
vote,  you  know  enough  of  parties  to  be  aware  that 
notliing  will  restrain  them  from  coming  to  it,  and  then 

^  That  is,  the  Opposition. 
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in  what  a  state  of  embarrassment  shall  [we]  be  placed. 
Then  will  arise  the  state  of  a  scanty,  disorderly  composed 
majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  being  opposed  to  all 
the  permanent  and  stable  powers,  which  I  enumerated 
in  my  former  letter.  The  question  of  the  Speaker,  to 
which  you  allude,  affords  some  data  upon  the  subject. 
I  am  of  opinion  that,  upon  principle,  it  is  right  to  oppose 
his  re-election.^  I  think  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  should  not  take  a  part  in  political  changes, 
and  particularly  not  in  a  change  which  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  was  disagreeable  to  the  majority  of 
the  House,  of  which  he  is  the  servant,  and  which  in- 
volved its  dissolution.  It  might,  however,  as  you  say, 
have  been  more  prudent  to  have  acquiesced ;  but  I  was 
informed  upon  all  sides  that  this  w^as  a  resolution  which 
it  was  impossible  to  adopt,  and  that  the  only  course 
which  was  left  open  was  to  select  the  best  candidate, 
which  by  general  consent,  as  far  as  it  could  be  collected, 
was  pronounced  to  be  Abercromb3\*  Much  will  depend 
upon  this  decision.  If  it  should  be  unsuccessful,  it  will 
check  the  eager  and  induce  prudence  and  moderation ; 
but  if  it  be  successful,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  hold  them 
in  after  it.  I  am,  however,  well  aware  that  no  rules 
can  be  laid  down  beforehand  for  our  guidance  in  future 
circumstances,  but  we  must  act  accordingly  as  they 
exist  at  the  time.  About  Brougham  I  entirely  agree 
with  you,  and  shall  follow  your  advice.  It  has  given 
me  great  annoyance  to  see  it  stated  in  the  newspapers 

*  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  had  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  Duke's 
attempt  to  form  a  Government  in  the  crisis  of  the  Reform  Bill,  and  had 
been  in  continual  communication  with  the  Duke  during  the  late  change 
of  administration. 

^  Mr.  Abercromby  was  supported  by  the  more  extreme  Liberals,  Mr. 
Spring  Rico  by  the  Whigs,  and  Lord  Melbourne  found  their  claims  most 
ditlicidt  to  adjuHt. 
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that  Abercroniby  hcod  been  preferred  to  Eice  at  the 
suggestion  of  O'Connell.  I  can  only  say  tliat  the  very 
contrary  has  been  represented  to  me,  and  that  it  was 
distinctly  stated  that  O'Connell  made  no  objection,  and 
would  vote  for  anyone  who  was  proposed  from  our  side 
of  the  House.  As  to  the  communications  which  may 
take  place  between  some  of  our  friends  and  O'Connell, 
you  are  aware  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  approve 
of  them,  but  you  must  not  suspect  me  of  countenancing 
or  even  of  being  conscious  of  them.^  I  agree  also  with 
you  about  the  Irish  Church.  It  is  in  itself  a  difficult 
question,  at  least  practically,  and  it  appears  to  me  very 
doubtful  how  it  may  be  taken  in  this  country.  I  think, 
therefore,  we  should  be  cautious  upon  it ;  but  it  is  the 
opinion  of  many,  and  amongst  the  rest  of  Howick,  ex- 
pressed in  a  letter  to  John  Eussell,  that  it  should  be 
made  the  subject  of  our  amendment  to  the  Address. 

Lord  Grey  ^  ux\E  ucver  had  any  communication  with 
Mei^'^rne.  Tavlor,  or  with  anybody  at  all  connected  with 
Yeh^^  the  Court,  since  you  left  office,  but  I  have  heard 
8, 1835.  — thou<di  in  a  rather  circuitous  wav,  vet  from  one 
to  whom  I  am  inclined  to  give  credit — that  the  Ministers 
are  prepared,  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  to  make  a 
full  statement  of  all  the  circumstances  which  induced 
the  King  to  change  the  administration,  and  for  this  j)ur- 
l)ose  to  produce  all  the  correspondence  that  passed,  and 
a  mimite  of  the  last  conversations  between  vou  and  the 
King,  in  his  Majesty's  handwriting,  and  sanctioned  l)y 
vour  signature.^     This  may  or  mav  not  be  true,  but  I 

'  These  communications  iilt'mately  had  isKiio  in  the  Lichfield  House 
compact  (March  12  and  2JJ);  hut  with  those  noprotiations  Lord  Melhourne, 
whether  rifjlitly  or  wron;;ly,  would  have  nothing?  whatever  to  do,  and 
Btronfjly  ohjected  to  thoin. 

^  It  in,  i;eiha|)F,of  some  significance  that  the  King  should  have  written 
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do  not  tliink  it  improbable,  as  there  is  a  precedent  fcr 
it  in  1807,*  when  Cabinet  minutes  were  verv  freelv.  and 
in  some  instances  not  very  fairly,  produced.  At  all 
events  it  is  well  that  you  should  Ije  prepare<l ;  and  I  have 
therefore  thoujrht  it  right — though,  if  true,  you  probably 
will  have  heard  it  from  others — to  send  vou  the  infor- 
mation  which  I  have  received. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  letter  which  I  wrote  the  other 
day,  but  of  which  I  have  kept  no  copy,  I  am  fearful 
that  in  what  I  said  of  Lambton  and  O'Connell  I  mav 
have  appeared  to  put  them  too  much  together.  This 
was  by  no  means  my  intention  ;  I  consider  their  opinions, 
and  I  should  hope  their  objects,  to  Ije  very  different. 
O'Connell  is  to  1^  resisted  as  a  man  who  means  nothing 
but  miscliief  for  his  own  personal  object.  Lambton  has 
formed  bad  connections,  and  has  put  forward  opinions 
wliich  would  make  it  impossil^le  for  me  to  join  with  him 
in  a  Govermnent,  were  sucli  a  thing  for  me  still  possible, 
as  I  should  find  it  to  he  necessary  to  insist  upon  the 
Government's  pledging  itself  to  opjx)se  the  three  addi- 
tional articles  of  faith.*^  It  is  possible  that  he  may 
hereafter  see  the  folly  of  them,  or  at  least  the  inexpe- 
dien(*y  of  pressing  them.  But  for  the  present  they  Seem 
to  form  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  a  union  with 
persons  who  think  as  ycm  and  I  do  upon  them. 

Perhaps  I  ouglit  to  add  that  as  to  one  of  the  articles — 
viz.  shortening  tlie  duration  of  Parliament — though  I 
should  be  very  unwilling  to  open  the  question  anew,  I 
do  not  think  a  proposition  for  limiting  Parliaments  to 

to  Sir  Robert  Peel  on  January  14  a  Ion*?  nioinorandum,  dealiiis;  not  only 
willi  the  lato  crisis,  but  also  with  his  '  pjoneral  proceeding's  *  since  his 
accession.     It  is  to  be  found  in  Stockinar's  Memoirs^  chap,  xiv, 

'  Wlien  the  *  Talents  *  administration  was  overthrown. 

'^  Apparently  the  Ballot,  triennial  Parliaments,  and  a  further  instal- 
ment of  Reform. 
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jive  years,  as  a  compromise  for  cairj^ing  an  enactment 
to  remove  tlie  necessity  of  vacating  seats  upon  appoint- 
ments to  office,  one  to  be  refused  without  consideration. 

How  the  devil  does  John  Eussell  make  out  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Speakership  to  be  one  of  principle?  Is 
Sutton  a  whit  more  of  a  party  man  than  he  was  when 
we  supported  him  ?  Had  he  not  then  (in  1832)  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  attempt  to  form  a  new  administra- 
tion as  he  has  now  done  ?  and  is  he  one  whit  more  of  a 
party  man  than  Abercromby  ? 

John  Eussell  says  you  have  agreed  to  send  out  letters 
for  an  attendance  to  oppose  Sutton,  but  that  you  will 
not  persevere  if  you  find  the  case  desperate.  Nobody 
can  be  more  strongly  of  opinion  than  I  am  that  the  at- 
tempt is  most  biexpedient,  but,  having  once  committed 
yourselves  to  it,  I  more  than  doubt  whether  the  matter 
would  be  mended  by  your  giving  it  up  without  trial. 

Lord  Mel.  ^  HAVE  rcccivcd  tliis  moming  yours  of  the  2nd 
i^rd'orey.  (^  ^^^)  ii^staut.  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  in  reply 
tki!^p^^».  ^^  your  last.  Many  thanks  for  your  information. 
Febni^  I  have  heard  something  of  the  same  nature  from 
7, 1835.  other  quarters.  They  cannot,  in  fairness  or  in 
prudence,  produce  such  a  minute,  unless  its  accuracy 
has  first  been  admitted  by  both  parties  to  the  conversa- 
tion ;  and  no  such  document  has  yet  been  submitted  to 
me  for  my  sanction.  If  it  were,  I  own  I  should  have 
great  difficulty,  upon  constitutional  grounds,  in  affixing 
my  signature  to  it,  even  if  I  were  satisfied  that  it  was 
correct.  The  advice  actuallv  ^iven  to  the  soverei<ifn, 
tlie  measures  which  were  proposed  to  him  in  such  a 
case,  the  })iiblic  may  have  a  right  to  know,  and  the 
Ministers,  for  tlieir  own  justification,  may  be  permitted 
to  divulge  ;  but  the  arguments  by  which  that  advice  was 
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supported,  and  still  more  the  various  observations  upon 
men,   measures,   and   opinions   which   were    naturally 
made  in  such  a  conversation,  the  public  have  not  a  right 
to  know,  nor  is  it  for  the  convenience  of  the  public 
service  that  they  should  be  published.    The  Tory  party, 
intending   to  make  government   impossible  under  the 
House  of  Hanover,  clogged  the  Act  of  Settlement  with 
this  restriction  amongst  others — that  all  business  should 
be  transacted  in  the  Privy  Council,  and  that  every  Privy 
Councillor  should  sign  the  advice  which  he  gave.^    This 
part  of  the  Act  was  repealed  in  the  4tli  of  Anne,  precisely, 
I  apprehend,  upon  the  ground  that  I  have  stated — viz. 
that  it  would  entirely  preclude  and  prevent  free  discussion 
between  the  monarch  and  his  advisers.    Such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  would  at  once  break  in  upon  the  constitu- 
tional doctrine  of  the  irresponsibility  of  the  Crown,  and 
perhaps  make  it  a  question  of  veracity  and  good  faith 
between  him  and  me.     The  case  of  1807  was  one  of  this 
character.      I   remember  it   well.     The   question  was 
whether  the  King  had  given  his  consent  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  or  not ;  and  I  recollect  your  words  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  when  you  stated  that  you  had 
understood  him  to  give  a  cold  assent,  a  reluctant  assent, 
but  still  an  assent.     This,  however,  was  a  statement  of 
the  actual  practical  result  of  your  audience  with  him, 
and  not  a  detailed  account  of  all  which  passed  during 
that  audience.     There  are  here  no  Cabinet  minutes  to 
produce.  .  .  ?  This  is  all  that  I  should  think  myself  at 
liberty  to  declare,  being  the  actual  advice  given  and 
decision  taken  in  those  conferences ;  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  unprecedented,  inconvenient,  and 

'  It  was  rather  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  institution  of  the  Cabinet 
as  distinct  from  the  IVivy  Council. 

'^  Lord  Melboiu'ne  here  recapitulates  the  circumstances  attendant  on 
his  resignatiou. 


250  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

dangerous  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  arguments  which 
were  employed,  and  the  remarks  which  were  made,  in- 
volving, as  they  of  course  must,  the  interests  of  the 
country,  the  policy  of  measures,  the  character  of  men. 
I  have  no  objection  to  do  so  if  I  am  forced  into  it,  but 
I  shall  take  the  line  of  protesting  against  it.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  matter,  and  should  be 
glad  to  have  your  opinion  upon  it. 

j^^^  John  showed  me  Grey's  letter  to  you.  His 
^rd^Mei^  comments  on  youi*  difficulties  are  most  just,  but 
Febrotry  •'•  ^^  ^^^  tliiuk  lic  suggcsts  any  very  distinct 
9, 1885.  solution  of  them,  especially  of  the  most  urgent. 
Brougham.  Wellesley  thinks,  and  I  believe  with  some 
reason,  that  Brougham  is  more  likely  just  now  to  take 
his  first  im})ression  of  things,  and  to  square  his  course 
accordingly,  from  what  he  hears  from  him  (Wellesley) 
than  from  any  of  us,  and  he  is  therefore  very  consider- 
ately anxious  to  make  such  statements  and  convey  such 
advice  as  you  and  John  Eussell  would  most  approve. 

I  referred  him  to  both  of  you,  and  John  then  referred 
him  to  you  ;  but  if  it  is  of  any  importance  that  he  should 
have  his  cue,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  giving  it  him,  for 
Brougham  will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  Wellesley  will 
see  him  the  next  dav.  He  told  me  that  he  should  in- 
culcate,  both  as  a  personal  friend  and  as  a  politician,  the 
necessity  of  a  little  quiescence ;  but  he  will  not,  I  think, 
consistently  with  his  own  opinion  and  feelings,  ad- 
minister on  public  matters  quite  so  much  anodyne  as 
Grey's  prescription  in  his  letter  to  you  contains.  In 
truth,  I  sus])ect  the  patient's  stomach  will  hardly  bear 
such  sedatives — and  by  the  patient  I  mean  the  mass  of 
our  friends  and  Welleslev,  as  well  as  l^rou^rham  and 
Others ;    all  of  whom  would  be  more  ajjtly  designated 
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by  tlie  title  of  '  the  impatient,'  for  they  will  all  be  with 
difficulty  restrained  from  pressing  forward  measures  cf 
Church  reform  in  Ireland  and  England,  instead  of  wait- 
hig  for  the  measures  of  their  adversaries,  which  must  be 
either  unsatisfactory  in  themselves  or  discreditable  to 
Ministers,  and  in  either  case  expose  them  to  the  censure 
of  the  public  and  a  loss  of  influence  that  must  be  fatal 
to  their  existence  as  a  Government. 

The  Irish,  and  even  the  English,  Kadicals  are  just 
jiow  '  aspiring  to  be  led '  by  those  they  formerly  reviled, 
and  I  do  believe  they  will  regulate,  not  only  their  paces 
but  the  direction  of  their  movements,  to  such  views  as 
you  would  hold  out  to  them,  even  if  a  junction  with 
Stanley  were  not  a  very  distant  one ;  but  one  command 
neither  they  nor  many  who  would  disclaim  the  name  cf 
Eadicals  as  decidedly  as  Grey  hunself  will  ever  obey, 
and  that  is  'halt,'  or  'take  your  stand  here.'  I  am 
sadly  afraid  that  many  among  them,  and  among  us  too, 
would  be  too  apt  to  confound  the  true  Fabian  policy  of 
prudent  hiaction  for  a  time,  the  cunctando  restituere  rem, 
with  tlie  pennanent  occupation  of  a  post  in  which  they 
are  determined  not  to  remain ;  and  I  include  Wellesley 
among  that  class  because  he  has,  with  gi-eat  emphasis, 
above  once  assured  me  that  it  is  his  conviction  that,  if 
the  })resent  Ministers  can  stand  three  weeks  after  the 
meeting  of  rarliament,  their  power  is  secured  and  a 
system  of  mis<xoyernnient  estal)lished,  and  he  even  added 
witli  some  warmtli,  '  Are  vou  determined  to  demolish 
tliese  men,  or  are  you  not  ?  If  yes,  I  act  cordially  and 
strenuously  with  you  ;  if  no,  I  tell  you  fairly  I  will  not.' 
This,  if  you  will,  is  declamation,  and  his  way ;  but  if  it 
may  be  only  language  with  him,  it  is  not  a  very  unusual 
or  unnatural  feeling  with  those  who  have  been  straining 
every  nerve  to  give  you  a  majority  in  Parliament,  and 
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who  are  impatient  for  battle,  victor}%  and  triumph.  In 
considering  these  matters  Fabius  himself  must  take  into 
calculation  the  extent  of  his  authority  over  his  troops, 
and  if  he  has  detached  wings  ready  to  serve  him  in  one 
course  of  operations  but  not  in  another,  he  must  com- 
pare, not  only  the  abstract  merits  of  the  two  systems, 
but  the  comparative  advantages  of  inferior  tactics  with 
a  larger  force  over  more  perfect  tactics  with  inadequate 
means. 

All  Grey  says  on  prospective  exclusions  is  right. 
He  should  apply  his  principle  even  more  extensively 
than  he  does,  and  consider  all  exceptions  as  temporary 
and  accidental,  O'Connell  and  all. 

I  DO  not  quite  comprehend  what  the  plunge  is 
to  the  which  you  would  take  on  certain  contingencies, 
February    but  drcad  taking  now.     It  seems  to  me  that 

none  expects  you  to  do  more  than  'demolish 
these  men,'  as  Wellesley  calls  it;  and  they  once  de- 
moUshed,  you  are  as  much  at  liberty  as  before  *  to 
determine  with  what  principles  and  with  what  associates 
you  will  embark,'  always  admitting,  as  you  needs  must, 
that  your  associates  in  the  work  of  demolition  are  at 
equal  liberty  to  cliuse  their  boat  when  that  work  is 
completed.  You  will,  however,  be  more  likely  to  have 
a  choice  of  conq^anions,  and  better  able  to  judge  of  their 
qualifications  then  than  now ;  and  if  I  saw  the  practica- 
bility, I  hardly  should  see  the  great  use,  of  too  definite 
and  premature  arrangement  of  your  crew  and  your 
course.  In  one  very  embarrassing  instance  there  is,  no 
doubt,  reason  to  wish  it  practicable,  but  in  your  very 
letter  you  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  so,  and  express  a 
hope  that  it  may  be  dispensed  with.  I  see  no  use  in 
Johnny  showing  Grey's  letter  to  Wellesley ;  there  are 


IN  OPPOSITION  263 

expressions  in  it  about  Durham  he  would  not  like  to  be 
repeated,  which  might,  in  truth,  be  misunderstood. 
Wellesley  is  not  at  all  for  the  Fabian  system,  and  he 
would  infer,  perhaps,  lukewarmness,  and  disunion,  and 
what  not  from  the  suggestion. 

I  SENT  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.  to 

Lord  Mel.      _,_  ^.-^  .  i  . 

bourne  to  Johu  liussell,  requcstmg  lum  to  show  it  only 
Brocket  to  HoUaud.  I  am  afraid  that  the  course  which 
Febraary  it  recommeuds,  and  which  I  entirely  approve, 
is  not  likely  to  be  very  popular  with  our  friends 
and  supporters.  Holland  calls  it  the  Fal)ian  system, 
admits  its  prudence,  but  urges  that  it  will  not  suit  the 
impatience  of  those  who  are  irritated  at  seeing  their 
friends  turned  out,  and  who  have  been  making  great 
exertions  to  secure  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Wellesley  in  particular,  he  states,  has  repeatedly  said 
to  him,  with  great  emphasis,  '  Are  you  determined  to 
demolish  these  men,  or  are  you  not?  If  yes,  I  act 
cordially  and  strenuously  with  you ;  if  no,  I  tell  you 
fiiirly  I  will  not.'  Many  others,  no  doubt,  are  of  the 
same  ophiion.  Spencer  is  all  for  an  amendment,  and 
John,  in  fact,  leans  to  the  same  opinion,  although  he 
does  not  state  it  so  broadly.  All  will  therefore  depend 
upon  tlie  number  of  those  who  may  be  for  moderate 
measures.  If  they  are  considerable,  which  I  never  yet 
saw  them,  they  may  possibly  somewhat  restrain  the 
more  violent;  if  thev  are  verv  few  and  insignificant, 
tliey  will  only  irritate  and  drive  them  further.  To  add 
to  tlie  whole  turmoil  and  confusion,  Brougham,  I  take 
it,  arrived  yesterday  or  to-day.  *  I  shall  go  to  London 
on  the  loth,  which  will  be  quite  early  enough  to  enter 
into  such  a  scene  of  trouble.  There  is  only  one  point 
upon  which  I  have  always  intended  and  always  omitted 
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to  ask  your  opinion,  and  that  opinion  is,  I  apprehend, 
to  be  collected  from  tlie  general  import  of  your  former 
letter.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  to  be  made  in  the 
way  of  attack  on  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
in  taking  personally  the  whole  government  upon  him- 
self in  November  last  ?  ^  It  is  evident  that,  according  to 
the  present  course  and  practice  of  our  government,  the 
offices  which  he  held — such  as  First  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasury  and  Home  Secretary  of  State — are  incom- 
patible with  each  other.  But  is  there  much  in  this 
objection,  seeing  that  he  took  them  ad  interim,  and 
carefully  abstained  during  that  period  from  adopting 
any  measure  of  the  least  importance  or  doing  any- 
thing more  than  the  most  usual  and  ordinary  business  ? 
I  am  aware  it  may  be  said  that  the  precedent  is  dan- 
gerous, and  may  be  pushed  further  another  time,  &c. 
&c. ;  but  can  more  than  this  be  said  ?  I  recollect  from 
your  former  letter  that  you  do  not  think  that  it  forms 
a  substantive  charge ;  but  I  should  wish  to  know  how 
far  and  to  what  extent  you  are  of  opinion,  upon  re- 
flection, that  it  affords  matter  for  serious  consideration. 

Of  course  the  question  of  the  amendment  can- 
Ru9»eiito  not  be  decided  till  after  the  19th.  I  sent  my 
bourne.  draft  to  Lord  Lansdowne,  who  approves.  I 
tiai.  Queen  scud  you  liis  letter.     Sliould  he  see  Lord  Grey's? 

Street  . 

Februkrv    I  supposc  it  would  bc  euougli  that  you  should 

inform  him  of  the  general  contents. 

The  Irish  Cliurch  question    ought  not,  I  think,  as 

a  separate  question,  to  form  part  of  any  amendment, 

unless  the  Tories  i)rovoke  it.^     But  Lord  Grey's  letter 

'  Pending  the  arrival  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  the  Duke  acted  as  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Home  Secretary,  and  two  other  Secretaries  of  State. 

^  It  was  more  or  less  *  provoked  '  by  Peel's  Tithe  Bill,  to  which  the 
appropriation  claufle  was  added  by  the  Liberals. 
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raises  an  ulterior  question.  He  evidently  looks  to  the 
formation  "of  a  Liberal  (jfovernment  a^ain  disunited  on 
this  question,  and  agreeing  to  postpone  it.  If  such  a 
government  can  be  made  I  should  be  ready,  if  Lord 
Grey  or  you  sanctioned  it  by  taking  the  chief  post,  to 
give  it  what  support  I  could.  But  I  would  take  no 
share  in  it.  Nor  would  I  give  any  advice  to  my  friends 
to  take  or  decline  office  under  it. 

Abercromby's  prospects  are  very  good.  I  believe 
we  shall  have  above  three  hundred  in  the  House,  and 
this  for  an  opposition  is  something  new.  Pray  do  not 
be  later  than  the  loth.  I  will  dine  with  you,  if  you 
like,  on  the  16th. 

P.S. — There  is  a  question  of  having  a  meeting  on 
the  18th,  to  which  Whigs,  Eadicals,  and  Repealers 
should  be  invited.  I  feel  doubtful  about  it,  for  although 
it  would  concern  only  the  Speaker,  a  marked  union 
or  disunion  between  the  parties  might  be  expected  to 
follow.     What  say  you  ? 

Lord  Grey  ^ou  sccm  to  liavc  anticipated  my  opinion  upon 
Me^Curne.  ^'^^  mauuer  in  which  the  Duke  of  W.  accroached 
Februanr  ^^^^  wliolc  i)ower  of  tlic  govemmeut.  Notliing 
14,1835.  eould  be  more  unconstitutional,  or  more  dan- 
gerous as  a  })recedent.  It  could  be  justified  only  upon 
the  ground  of  necessity,  arising  out  of  some  imminent 
j)ubli(*  danger.  Nothing  of  this  sort  can  be  pretended. 
At  least  I  never  heard  that,  up  to  the  moment  of  their 
dismissal,  the  King  had  intimated  any  want  of  confi- 
dence in  his  late  Ministers,  or  could  pretend  that  any 
attempt  had  been  made  to  force  any  measure  upon  him 
which  it  mi^lit  have  been  his  dutv  to  resist  as  threaten- 
ing  danger  to  the  settled  government  of  the  country. 
There  seems,  therefore,  to  have  been  no  such  public 
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injury  as  would  justify  a  departure  from  the  estab- 
lished usage  of  leaving  the  government  to  be  carried 
on  by  the  existing?  Ministers  till  their  successors  could 
be  appointed.  The  precedent,  even  with  the  plea  of 
necessity,  would  have  required  some  guard  to  prevent 
its  being  used  on  all  justifiable  occasions,  and  without 
it  is  certainly  deserving  the  severest  censure. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  matter  not 
to  be  passed  over  without  some  animadversion.  But  I 
do  not  tlimk  it  is  one  which  it  would  be  expedient  to 
make  the  subject  of  a  direct  motion,  unless,  upon  the 
discussion  which  may  arise,  there  should  appear  to  be  a 
strong  and  general  feeling  upon  it. 

It  is  very  well  for  Wellesley  and  others  to  talk  of 
demolishing  the  present  Government.  But  there  are 
two  questions  to  be  asked.  Can  they  demolish  ?  and,  if 
they  can,  can  they  rebuild  ?  There  is  a  third,  w^hich  I 
would  put  to  Wellesley.  What  assistance  can  be  or 
will  be  given  to  the  attempt  to  demolish  ? 

As  to  Holland's  opinion,  it  comes  just  to  this — that 
we  are  to  give  up  what  we  think  prudent  and  expe- 
dient, because  we  cannot  restrain  the  impatience  of  those 
who  will  hsten  to  nothing  but  their  own  conceit  or 
their  own  feelings  of  resentment. 

Where  is  this  to  end,  and  to  what  may  it  not  lead 
you  ?  I  have  sanguine  calculations  about  the  division 
on  the  Speakership.  But  I  doubt  very  much  the  suc- 
cess, and  still  more  the  propriety,  of  the  coercion  which 
it  is  attempted  to  exercise  upon  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  I  think  more  will  probably 
depend  upon  the  debate  on  this  than  on  most  questions. 
Peel  will  have  a  good  case,  of  which  he  will,  with  his 
usual  skill,  make  the  most.  Burdett's  support  of  Sutton 
will  produce  a  great  effect,  and  if  Stanley  takes  the 
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same  side  I  think  the  Government  will  certainly  be 
successful.^  I  write  in  great  haste,  but  was  unwilling 
to  lose  another  post. 

Pray  let  me  hear,  when  you  have  nothing  better  to 
do,  how  things  are  going  on. 

Meanwhile  Lord  Brougham  had  returned  to  town,  and  de- 
manded an  explanation.     He  got  one  with  a  vengeance. 

Lord  Mel-  ^^^  must  bc  perfectly  aware  that  your  cha- 
bomme  to  racter  and  conduct  have  since  November  last 
il^k^*  formed  the  principal  and  general  topic  of  de- 
Febraary  ^^^^  ^^^  discussiou.  I  bcHeve  myself  to  have 
14, 1835.  ga^j^j  little  or  nothing  anywhere  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  written  little  or  nothing,  except  to  one  or 
two  persons,  and  that  in  the  strictest  confidence.  At 
Lord  Holland's,  where  politics  are  talked  every  day  and 
all  day  long,  it  is  of  course  to  be  expected  that  more 
observations  have  been  made ;  but  if  you  believe  that 
any  hostility  or  malignity  towards  you  has  prevailed 
there,  as  far  as  I  have  been  witness  to  what  has  passed, 
I  can  assure  you  that  you  are  misinformed. 

It  is  a  very  disagreeable  task  to  have  to  say  to  a 
statesman  that  his  character  is  injured  in  the  public 
estimation ;  it  is  still  more  unpleasant  to  have  to  add 
that  you  consider  this  his  own  fault ;  and  it  is  idle  to 
expect  to  be  able  to  convince  almost  any  man,  and 
more  particularly  a  man  of  very  superior  abilities  and 
of  unbounded  confidence  in  those  abilities,  that  this  is 
the  truth.  I  must,  however,  state  plainly  that  your 
conduct  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  dismissal 
of  the  late  Ministry,  and  that  it  forms  the  most  popular 
justification  of  that  step. 

*  The   Stanleyites  voted  with   the   Government;    nevertheless,   Mr. 
Abercromby  was  elected  Speaker  by  316  votes  to  806. 

S 
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Entertaining  these  opinions,  I  cannot  of  course 
either  complain  of  or  deprecate  any  explanation  wliich 
you  may  think  proper  to  make,  or  any  course  which 
j^ou  may  deem  it  due  to  yourself  to  pursue. 

You  will  not  be  surprised  that  I  have  taken  a 

The  same  , 

to  the        few  hours  to  consider  your  letter,  which  I  re- 

B&me 

South        ceived  yesterday  evening,  before  I  replied  to  it. 
Febnikry    It   is  vcry  loug,  vcry  multifarious,   and  you 
yourself  state,  perhaps  with  a  little  exaggera- 
tion, that  the  occasion  is  quite  unexampled.     You  will 
recollect  that  I  have  not  commenced  a  correspondence 
of  this  character,  that  I  have  not  sought  it,  that  I  have 
shown  nothing  but  reluctance  to  embark  in  it.     I  made 
no  answer  to  your  letter  of  January  22  last  from  Bor- 
deaux, a  letter  full  of  inculpation,  invective,  and  menace. 
I  showed  it  to  no  one,  because  I  thought  it  better  to 
avoid   the   offence  which   its  unmeasured  expressions 
must  necessarily  give.     I  only  mentioned  to  one  or  two 
that  I  had  received  a  communication  from  you  to  that 
effect.     My  letter  of  the  14th  inst.  was  in  answer  to  yours 
of  the  preceding  day,  in  which  you  informed  me  that 
you  retracted  that  part  of  your  letter  from  Bordeaux  in 
which  you  had  stated  that  *  You  should  take  no  public 
vengeance  for  what  had  been  done  against  you.'     This 
communication  appeared  to  me  to  render  it  necessary 
to  say,  that  for  myself  I  could  neither  complain  of  nor 
d(»precate  any  course  which  you  might  think  proper  to 
take  upon  tlie  meeting  of  Parliament ;  but  I  must  here 
assure  vou  that  1  wrote  only  for  myself  and  from  my- 
self,  that  I  consulted  no  one  upon  the  subject,  and  that 
neither  our  late  (colleagues  nor  any  other  person  is  con- 
cerned or  in  any  way  responsible  for  that  letter  or  for 
any  of  the  opinions  contained  in  it. 
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You  complain  that  no  previous  intimation  had  been 
given  you  that  it  was  thought  by  any  of  your  former 
colleagues  that  your  conduct  had  been,  not  the  cause,  as 
you  state  it,  but  one  of  the  causes  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  late  administration.  You  can  only  mean  that  no 
formal  communication  had  been  made  to  you  to  that 
effect,  because  the  eight  first  pages  of  your  letter  from 
Bordeaux  are  entirely  occupied  with  complaints  that  this 
charge  against  you  was  at  that  time  perpetually  made  in 
the  press  and  at  Brookes's,  that  it  was  admitted  and  con- 
firmed by  the  silence  of  your  colleagues  upon  all  public 
occasions,  and  that  it  was  particularly  accredited  by  the 
language  of  Earl  Grey's  family,  which  necessarily  in- 
volved Earl  Grey  himself.  You  were,  therefore,  well 
aware  both  of  the  existence  and  the  prevalence  of  this 
view  of  your  conduct. 

But  perhaps  it  might  have  been  better  if  this  ex- 
planation, which  I  am  aware  must  necessarily  have 
taken  place  before  the  opening  of  Parliament,  had  been 
entered  upon  earlier.  It  was  a  most  disagreeable  discus- 
sion, and  it  is  natural  to  defer  that  which  is  painful  as 
long  as  possil)le.  I  know  its  inutility,  or  rather  its  evil. 
I  know  that  remonstrance  and  crimination  are  no  good, 
that  they  only  increase  irritation  and  render  obstinacy 
more  inflexible.  But  the  question  could  not  have  been 
avoided,  and  perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  it  has  been  brought 
on  in  this  manner. 

When  I  wrote  that  your  conduct  had  been  amongst 
the  causes  which  led  to  the  late  change  of  government, 
I  did  not  mean  particularly  to  insist  upon  that  fact, 
or  still  less  to  imply  that  the  disinclination  of  the  Court 
was  to  deprive  a  man  of  the  support  of  his  allies  and 
political  friends.  I  only  intended  to  state  strongly  and 
shortly  my  conviction  that,  during  the  four  years  you 

B  2 
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had  been  Cliancellor,  you  had  committed  errors  and  im- 
prudences of  such  magnitude  as  greatly  to  impair  the 
vast  and  ahnost  unparalleled  powers  which  you  possess 
of  rendering  service  to  your  country.  In  your  letter 
you  go  through  various  statements  of  services  which 
you  have  rendered  and  of  sacrifices  which  you  have 
made.  For  the  disposal  of  your  patronage,  it  may  have 
been  as  disinterested  and  as  entirely  directed  by  a  re- 
gard to  the  general  interests  of  the  administration  as 
you  represent  it  to  have  been ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
decide  this  satisfactorily  without  going  into  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case  more  minutely  than  I  have  either 
time  or  wish  to  do,  and  therefore  I  dechne  giving  any 
opinion  upon  this  subject.  For  your  Parhamentary 
powers,  and  their  prompt,  universal,  ready,  and  most 
pow^erful  exertion,  I  at  once  and  for  all  admit  them  to 
the  fullest  extent.  It  is  superfluous  to  say  more  upon 
this  subject,  and  I  only  entreat  you  to  reflect  with  your- 
self what  must  be  the  estimate  of  the  counterbalancing 
quahties  which  can  induce  a  man  who  has  anything  to 
do  with  political  life  to  run  the  least  risk  of  depriving 
himself  of  such  assistance  and  support.^ 

The  journey  to  Scotland  gave  very  great  and  general 
offence.  You  say  tliat  you  intended  only  a  quiet  tour 
to  Dunrobin,  and  did  not  expect  meetings  and  addresses. 
Everybody  else,  I  can  assure  you,  not  only  expected 
them,  but  knew  that  they  would  take  place,  and  were 
greatly  apprehensive  of  the  consequences.     You  assert 

^  It  will  be  remembered  that  these  are  almost  the  words  of  Lord 
Melbourne's  famous  retort  in  the  House  of  Lords :  *  My  Lords,  3'our 
lordships  have  heard  the  powerful  speech  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord, 
one  of  the  most  powerful  ever  delivered  in  this  House,  and  I  leave  yonr 
lordships  to  consider  what  must  be  the  strenj^h  and  nature  of  the  objec- 
tions which  prevent  any  Government  from  availing  themselves  of  the 
services  of  such  a  man.*     (The  speech  was  made  in  1838). 
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that  these  public  exhibitions  annoyed  you,  and  that 
you  neither  sought  for  nor  wished  them.  This  may 
possibly  be  true,  I  can  readily  credit  it ;  but  will  anyone 
else  credit  it  ?  You  know  that  what  is  true  does  not 
signify  so  much  as  what  is  believed,  and  there  is  hardly 
any  man  alive  who  will  give  the  least  credence  to  such 
an  assertion.  But  I  acknowledge  that  you  are  right,  I 
was  deficient  in  my  duty,  I  ought  to  have  remonstrated 
wuth  you  before  you  left  London  upon  the  imprudence 
which  you  were  about  to  commit  and  the  injurious 
results  which  it  might  produce. 

You  are  generally  for  specific  charges — ubi  lapsus, 
quid  feci  ?  Allow  me  to  ol)serve  that  there  may  be  a 
course  and  series  of  very  objectionable  conduct,  there 
may  be  a  succession  of  acts  which  destroy  confidence 
and  add  offence  to  offence,  and  yet  it  may  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  point  out  any  great  and  marked  delinquency.  I 
will,  however,  tell  you  fairly  that,  in  my  opinion,  you 
domineered  too  much,  you  interfered  too  much  with 
otlier  departments,  you  encroached  upon  the  province 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  you  worked,  as  I  beUeve,  with 
the  press  in  a  manner  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  your 
station,  and  you  formed  political  views  of  your  own  and 
pursued  them  by  means  which  were  unfair  towards 
your  colleagues.  If  a  proof  of  this  latter  accusation 
were  demanded,  I  should  adduce  your  conduct  in  those 
unfortunate  transa(*tions  which  led  to  the  resignation 
of  Lord  Grey  last  summer.  Your  correspondence  with 
Lord  Wellesley  was,  I  doubt  not,  of  the  character  which 
vou  described  in  the  House  of  Lords.  I  do  not  think 
this  was  without  l)lame  ;  but  the  part  which  was  inde- 
fensible was,  that  you  directed  littleton  to  write  to  Lord 
Wellesley  to  re(*omniend  that  the  three  first  clauses  of 
the  Coercion  Bill  should  be  given  up,  and  should  send 
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that  despatch  which  in  fact  overthrew  the  administration. 
Tills  proceeding  was  quite  unjustifiable  towards  Lord 
Grey,  and  just  as  much  towards  myself,  who  was  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  charged 
with  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  who  was  entirely  neglected 
in  the  matter.  Having  engaged  with  that  Ministr}", 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  the  King  and  to  that  large 
portion  cf  the  country  which  had  supported  us  to  sub- 
mit to  anything  rather  than  to  produce  the  dissolution  of 
the  Ministry,  and  therefore  I  submitted  in  silence  even 
to  that  proceeding  upon  your  part.  That  Ministry  is 
now  dissolved,  not  by  any  act,  nor  in  consequence  of  any 
act,  of  mine.  We  stand  at  a  new  point  of  departure, 
and  it  is  now  right  and  expedient  that  I  should  deter- 
mine for  myself  upon  what  principles  and  with  whom  I 
will  again  engage  in  pubhc  affairs.  You  seem  to  con- 
sider my  letter  as  putting  an  end  to  the  political  con- 
nection which  has  subsisted  between  us.  You  will 
observe,  however,  that  it  does  not  express  such  a  deter- 
mination ;  and  I  beg  to  repeat  and  press  upon  your 
attention  that  it  is  my  letter  only,  and  does  not  express 
the  sentiments  of  any  other  individual.  K  you  suppose 
that  my  conduct  has  been  influenced  by  any  notion 
that  you  are  so  lowered  and  weakened  as  to  be  powerless, 
I  can  assure  you  that  you  are  much  mistaken.  Nobody 
knows  and  appreciates  your  natural  vigour  better  than 
I  do.  I  know  also  that  those  who  are  weak  for  good 
are  strong  for  mischief.  You  are  strong  for  both,  and 
I  sliould  both  dread  and  lament  to  see  those  gigantic 
powers,  which  should  be  directed  to  the  support  of  the 
State,  exerted  in  a  contrary  and  opposite  direction. 

No  one  can  feel  more  deep  concern  for  any  private 
difficulties  to  which  you  maybe  exposed  than  I  do,  and 
if  you  think  for  a  moment  that  I  take  them  into  the 


account  agains:  tc*:!-  I  Km  fztt  T:r2  tZI  zjic  iccir  j«sr- 

sist  in  doin^  i!>^  %»  rr^^a.*  hz-  ii;  :i*0''ir 

I  have  wrii^-eii  iLi*  viii.  rrrtt*  ^;tzi-  I  ot^  ii  :o 
mvself  and  to  tcq.  ^o  zrz^l.  ^zxi  iizz  itrhSi:;:-  lo  l»e 
explicit.  I  caa  '.*iJt  j^od  'Jlx:^  -vhhr.rfr^^  isat  lie  Toiir 
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The -  ^ 


to  the        da}*5  that  I  Laxe  b^:^:^  i^^able  to  reply  to  tout 


Sooth        last  letter.     Jzi  aii  affair  ^j^  a  mon  painfal  nature 

Street,  .         .  ,  >•      *     ^ 

February  it  cfive^K  ine  ^>T^^  Tiiea^^-ire  to  fiiid  that  TOO  are 
disposed  :o  lake  mine  of  the  1 7th  in  good  part, 
and  it  doe*  not  apj/ear  to  n:e  that  it  is  necessarj'  to 
continue  the  corre-fpr^r.de^ce  further  tlian  to  retract  one 
or  two  expressions  which  have  Ijeen  improperly  used, 
and  to  explain  one  or  two  facts  and  opinions  which 
have  Ijeen  verv  naturallv  misconceived. 

Your  statement  with  respect  to  the  concern  which 
you  have  ha^l  with  the  press  of  course  I  must  implicitly 
believe.  I  can  only  lament  that  a  contrary  impression 
should  prevail  so  greatly,  as  it  undoubtedly  does,  and 
that  opjKjsite  assertions  should  be  so  positively  made. 

You  do  not  mention  in  vour  letter,  but  I  understand 
from  other  quarters  that  you  have  taken  some,  perhaps, 
just  offence  at  the  word  'domineering.'  I  am  ready  to 
admit  that  it  was  too  strong  for  the  occasion,  and  ex- 
press my  regret  at  having  used  it.  The  question  of  in- 
terfering in  other  departments  is  one  so  much  of  time, 
occasion,  manner,  degree,  that  it  is  useless  to  continue 
the  discussion  of  it  T  allow  that  your  groat  powers, 
and  the  perpetual  chum  made  upon  them  to  dischargo 
the  duties  of  other  departments,  naturally  gave  you  a 
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greater  influence  in  the  general  conduct  of  affairs  than 
possibly  other  Chancellors  may  have  had.  But  the 
question  which  I  do  not  mean  to  offer  further  is, 
whether  you  did  not  press  this  influence  somewhat 
beyond  its  proper  and  natural  limits.  .  .  . 

Few  things  have  given  me  more  concern  than  this 
correspondence,  and  I  am  anxious  to  close  it.  I  should 
do  so  with  something  more  like  satisfaction  if  I  could 
only  hope  that  it  would  not  leave  any  bitterness  or 
acrimony  behind  it. 

Soon  afterwards  the  battle  began  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

You  will  hear  by  the  post  that  brings  this  that 
bourne  to    tlic  amendment  was  carried  this  morning  by  a 

Lord  Orey.  ,.  ,,  _  it-i 

South    .     majority  of  seven.^     It  is  understood  that  the 

Street 

Febnikry  Miiiistry  will  not  resign  upon  it,  and  this  deter- 
mination gives  us  a  day  or  two's  breathing-time, 
but  more  cannot  be  counted  upon.  Nobody  can  point 
out,  even  to  his  own  satisfaction,  what  is  to  be  done ;  but 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  difficulty  begins  to  be  personally 
felt,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  a  disposition 
may  prevail  to  concur  in  such  measures  as  are  best  cal- 
culated to  meet  it,  and  which,  of  course,  might  be  devised 
if  there  prevailed  anything  like  a  spirit  of  concession, 
moderation,  and  true  patriotism.  I  do  not  deny  that 
the  measures  about  which  we  are  contending,  or  rather 
about  which  we  are  not  contending,  are  of  great  im- 
portance, but  they  are  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  the  hazarding  anything  like  a  public  convulsion 
for  them.  Howick  made  a  most  excellent  and  judicious 
speech.  I  have  seen  no  one  this  morning,  so  I  speak 
only  from  my  own  impression  upon  reading  the  report, 

^  An  amendment  to  the  Address,  regretting  that  the  progress  of 
rcfomis  had  heen  interrupted  by  the  dissolution  of  Parliament.  It  waa 
a  Pyrrhic  victory. 


IN  OPPOSITION  265 

but  I  confidently  expect  to  find  all  the  world  concurring 
with  me  in  the  opinion.     Adieu. 

During  the  following  weeks  Lord  Melbourne  was  probably 
too  busy  to  write  much,  and  his  papers  contain  no  mention  of 
the  Appropriation  resolution,  upon  which  the  Government  was 
overthrown.  The  long  struggle  came  to  an  end  when  Peel 
resigned  on  April  8. 
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CIIAPTEE  IX 

HOME     AFFAIRS 

1835-1837 

On  the  day  after  the  resignation  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  Lord 
Grey  was  summoned  by  the  King  to  give  advice  on  the  state  of 
affairs.  He  recommended  Lord  Melbourne  and  Lord  Lansdowne, 
who  were  desired  to  attend  the  next  day.  They  found  the  King 
once  more  hankering  after  a  coalition,  but  at  once  refused  to  be 
parties  to  such  an  arrangement.  On  the  11  th  Lord  Melbourne 
was  summoned  alone,  and  desired  to  undertake  the  formation  of 
a  government.  His  first  diflSculties  were  with  his  old  colleagues.* 
Mr.  Spring  Rice  refused  to  be  member  of  a  Cabinet  which 
included  any  members  of  the  Radical  party  ;  Lord  Grey  declined 
the  Foreign  Office,  though  it  was  pressed  upon  him  by  Lords 
Melbourne,  Lansdowne,  Holland,  and  Palmerston,  and  Mr. 
Spring  Rice. 

Lord  Mel-  ^HE  enclosecl  letter,  addressed  to  you,  was 
i^rd'orey.  ^g^ecd  upou  ycsterday  morning  at  Lord  Lans- 
st^"e^t  downe's.  Before  I  sent  it  to  you  I  sent  a  copy 
1H35!  ^^'  ^^  ^^^^  King,  through  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  and 
TWOA.M.  J  jjQ^  enclose  his  Majesty's  reply,  which  I  find 
here  upon  my  return.^  I  have  only  to  add  that  it  will 
give  me  great  satisfaction  if  these  communications  should 

'  By  far  the  best  account  of  the  formation  of  Lord  Melbourne's 
second  Ministry  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the  interesting  extracts  from  Lord 
Broughton's  (Sir  J.  Hobhouse's)  liecollcctians  vf  a  Long  hife^  published 
in  the  Edinburgh  Review^  vol.  133. 

*  The  King's  reply  is  given  by  Mr.  Torrens  (ii.  103).  It  expresses  h'S 
H'ish  to  see  the  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
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lead  to  any  arrangement  which  will  secure  the  benefit 
of  your  services  to  the  public,  and  that  to  the  comple- 
tion of  such  arrangement  I  should  be  most  anxious  to 
give  any  assistance  in  my  power. 

Lansdowne  Having  wcU  cousidcrcd  the  state  of  parties  and 
Apriui,  ^^^^  circumstances  of  the  country,  we  are  de- 
i«»5.  cidedly  of  opinion  that  no  administration  which 

will  command  public  confidence  or  give  any  promise  of 
stability  can  be  formed  without  uniting  every  element 
of  strength  which  the  present  state  of  parties  and 
opinions  admits  of  combining,  and  most  of  all  we  think 
it  desirable  that  you  should  be  induced  to  give  your 
active  support  and  assistance  in  office.  We  submit  to 
you  this  as  our  deliberate  judgment,  and  earnestly 
entreat  you  to  give  it  your  most  serious  consideration. 
It  would  naturally  be  our  wish  that  you  should  place 
yourself  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  but  if  you  should 
for  any  reason  be  desirous  of  declining  that  situation,  we 
trust  that  you  will  not  refuse  to  fill  the  post  of  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  which  will  ensure  to  the 
public  the  benefit  of  your  abilities  and  experience,  and 
to  your  colleagues  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
your  countenance  and  authority.  Lord  John  Eussell 
has  not  been  informed  of  our  intention  to  make  this 
connnunication,  but  we  feel  no  doubt  of  his  entire  con- 
currence in  it.  We  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to 
incur  any  delay  by  inviting  the  agreement  of  others, 
but  we  are  confident  that  it  would  be  cordially  and 
universally  given. 


Palmerston. 
Spuing  Rice. 


Melbourne. 
Lansdowne. 
Vassall  IIolland. 

Ivord  Grey's  reply  is  unfortunately  not  forthcoming. 
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I  HAVE  just  received  your  letter.  Being  con- 
bourne  to  vinced  that  the  course  pointed  out  in  the  letter 
South  agreed  upon  at  Lansdowne  House  is  the  only 
Apru  12,      one  which  affords  a  chance  of  a  solution,  in  any 

respect  satisfactory,  of  the  present  political 
difficulties,  I  necessarily  learn  the  determination  to  which 
you  have  come  with  great  sorrow  and  concern ;  at  the 
same  time  I  learn  it  without  surprise.  I  feel  the  force 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  your  having 
acted  upon  them  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  justly  expose 
you  to  the  slightest  censure  or  animadversion.  I  shall 
without  delay  transmit  your  letter  to  his  Majesty,  who 
will  derive  satisfaction  at  least  from  that  part  of  it  which 
conveys  the  assurance  that  you  will  be  ready,  out  of 
office,  to  assist  by  your  advice  and  by  your  best  efforts 
the  formation  of  a  new  government. 

_  I  HAVE  lust  seen  Palmerston,  and  have  had  a 

The  same  "^         .  ... 

to  the         full  and  plain  conversation  with  him,  the  result 

same.  ,  , 

South        of  which  is  that,  unless  he  is  to  be  replaced  in 
April  14,      the  Forei^ni  Office,  he  had  rather  not  entraw  in 

1835.  o  '  n    c 

the  administration  at  all.  This  he  states  dis- 
tinctly, unequivocally,  unalterably.  The  question,  then, 
is  between  leaving  him  out  altogether  and  giving  him 
the  foreign  department.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the 
inconveniences  of  the  latter  alternative,  but  his  being 
totally  omitted  from  the  arrangement  would  be  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public  a  strong  condemnation  both  of  him 
and  of  the  policy  which  he  had  pursued,  and  would  be 
taken  as  no  slight  indication  that  the  latter  was  intended 
to  be  changed.     Let  me  know  your  opinion. 

The  same    I   HAD   a   couvcrsatiou    of   three    hours    with 
Bauio.         Brougham  last  night.     lie  was  at  times  vehe- 
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South  ment,  but  not  more  so  than  was  to  be  expected 
A^U4  from  a  person  of  his  character  in  his  situation. 
1885.  rj]^^  general  result  is  that  his  feelings  would  be 
much  soothed  if  the  seals  were  put  into  Commission, 
whilst  they  would  be  greatly  exasperated  if  a  new 
Chancellor,  and  particularlyif  Campbell,  were  appointed.^ 

The  two  letters  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,^  and  which  I  enclose,  seem  to  smooth 
the  principal  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  a 
Commission,  and  I  know  from  certain  authority  that 
Lyndhurst  is  entirely  of  the  same  opinion.  These  reasons 
appear  to  me  so  preponderating  in  favour  of  a  Commis- 
sion that  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  best  course 
to  be  adopted. 

Eeturn  me  the  Master  of  the  EoUs'  letters. 

Meanwhile  the  King  had  started  a  number  of  objections, 
which  were  only  removed  by  the  exercise  of  great  firmness  and 
tact  on  the  part  of  Lord  Melbourne. 


Lord  Mel- 


ViscouNT  Melbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 
bourne  to  to  your  Majcsty,  and  at  the  outset  of  the  arduous 
South  task  which  it  has  pleased  your  Majesty  gra- 
Aprii  is,  ciously  to  confide  to  his  hands,  submits  respect- 
fully the  following  observations,  which  appear 
not  only  important  but  absolutely  necessary  to  be 
made. 

Upon  looking  back  to  the  whole  intercourse  which 

'  Accordinpj  to  Lord  Cauiphell  {Chxinccllors,  vol.  iii.  467),  Brougham 
was  pcrRuaded  to  regard  his  exchision  from  office  as  being  due  to  the 
royal  rcRentmcnt.  But  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  this  statement  with 
Lord  Melhourne'R  very  outspoken  letters  in  the  previous  chapter.  Nor 
docs  Greville's  account  of  the  inter\'iew  convey  the  impression  that  Lord 
Melbourne  resorted  to  subterfufjes.  The  Commissioners  were  Pepys, 
Vice-Chancellor  Shadwell,  and  13osanquct. 

^  Pepys.  Lord  Lyndhurst,  however,  when  consulted,  declined  to  give 
an  opinion. 
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Viscount  Melbourne  has  liad  the  honour  of  holding  with 
your  Majesty,  and  to  the  series  of  affairs  in  which 
he  has  been  engaged  under  your  Majesty's  direction, 
Viscount  Melbourne  greatly  congratulates  himself  that 
there  has  never  existed  on  either  side  the  slightest  mis- 
conception or  misapprehension,  nor  has  there  ever 
arisen  any  question  which  tended  to  create  any  doubtful 
or  uneasy  feeling,  or  to  afford  any  ground  of  subsequent 
complaint ;  and  Viscount  Melbourne  believes  this  happy 
result  to  have  arisen  from  the  clear  and  distinct  manner 
with  which  the  views  and  expectations  entertained  on 
each  side  have  been  laid  down  at  the  commencement  of 
transactions,  and  to  the  scrupulous  fidelity  with  which 
those  engagements  so  laid  down  have  been  invariably 
adhered  to  and  observed. 

Viscount  Melbourne  is  naturally  still  more  desirous 
of  pursuing  the  same  course  upon  the  present  mo- 
mentous occasion,  and  he  therefore  feels  it  necessar}% 
before  he  proceeds  further  in  the  task  of  constructing 
a  Ministry,  and  particularly  before  he  induces  others 
actually  to  undertake  to  engage  in  his  Majesty's  service, 
that  some  points  of  vital  importance  should  be  precisely 
understood. 

Viscount  Melbourne  would  subject  himself  to  great 
and  just  reproach  if,  after  the  arrangements  had  pro- 
ceeded to  some  length,  there  should  be  found  to  arise 
serious,  perhaps  insuperable,  difficulties,  which  might 
easily  have  been  foreseen  and  ought  to  have  been 
prevented. 

At  all  times  and  in  ^11  circumstances  it  is  necessary 
for  the  conduct  of  public*,  affairs  under  our  constitution 
that  the  Ministry  should  possess,  and  be  known  and 
felt  to  possess,  the  full  confidence  of  tlie  Crown,  the 
advantage  of  all  the  influence  which  it  can  command, 
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and  the  due  exercise  of  all  the  powers  with  which  it  is 
invested.  This  assistanc^e  is  absolutely  indispensable  in 
the  present  times,  when  the  authority  of  the  Crown  and 
the  existence  of  the  Government  are  to  be  maintained 
against  powerful  assailants  and  violent  opposition. 
Viscount  Melbourne  therefore  trusts  that,  if  he  should 
be  enabled  to  present  to  your  Majesty  such  a  distribu- 
tion and  arrangement  of  a  Ministry  as  may  meet  with 
your  Majesty's  approbation,  that  your  Majesty  will  not 
withhold  from  Viscount  Melbourne  those  marks  and 
proofs  of  your  Majesty's  favour,  confidence,  and  support, 
without  which  there  will  be  little  hope  or  chance  of 
conducting  your  Majesty's  government  either  with 
honour  or  advantage. 

Amongst  these  marks  of  confidence,  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne places  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  your 
Majesty's  household,  with  respect  to  whom  Viscount 
Melbourne  trusts  that  your  Majesty  w^ll  be  graciously 
pleased  to  listen  to  his  recommendation,  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  your  Majesty  did  to 
that  of  Earl  Grev,  and  also  of  Viscount  Melbourne 
durinjr  the  short  time  that  he  had  the  honour  of  servhi*? 
your  Majesty  as  First  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury. 

With  respect  to  your  Majesty's  household,  Viscount 
Melbourne  would  be  anxious  not  to  interfere  with  its 
present  constitution,  provided  those  who  compose  it, 
and  who  have  seats  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  are 
prepared  to  give  your  Majesty's  servants  a  firm,  un- 
equivocal support ;  but  Viscount  Melbourne  trusts  that, 
upon  the  ()C(\isions  of  future  vacancies,  those  members 
of  either  Lords  or  Commons  will  not  be  selected  whose 
principles  and  opinions  are  adverse  to  your  Majesty's 
Government. 

Viscount  Melbourne  also  thinks  it  his  duty  not  to 
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conceal  from  your  Majesty  that,  in  case  a  Ministry 
should  be  formed,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary,  both 
for  the  fulfilment  of  former  intentions  as  well  as  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  present  support  and  producing 
upon  the  public  mind  a  favourable  impression  of  the  good, 
understanding  which  subsists  between  the  sovereign  and 
his  servants,  that  the  accession  of  the  Ministry  to  office 
should  be  accompanied  and  united  by  the  creation  of  a 
certain  number  of  peers.  . 

Your  Majesty  will  not  for  one  moment  suspect  that 
it  is  Viscount  Melbourne's  intention  that  the  creation 
should  be  so  numerous  as  to  wear  the  appearance  of  an 
intention  to  overawe  and  control  the  decisions  of  the 
Upper  House  of  Parliament ;  but,  considering  that  not 
less  than  six  new  peers  have  been  created  during  the  late 
administration,  it  appears,  on  this  account  as  well  as 
upon  the  general  grounds  above  stated,  to  be  reasonable 
that  the  intention  entertained  by  Lord  Grey  should  be 
fulfilled,  and  also  that  some  gentlemen  well  qualified  by 
property  and  by  character  should  be  selected  by  those 
who  w^ill  then  be  your  Majesty's  confidential  advisers 
and  elevated  to  the  peerage ;  and  that  it  should  be 
generally  understood  and  proved  that  your  Majesty 
will  not  object  to  such  an  exercise  of  this  branch  of 
your  royal  prerogative  as  your  Majesty's  servants  may, 
within  the  bounds  of  discretion  and  constitutional 
principles,  feel  it  proper  to  advise. 

These  are  the  specific  points  which  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne humbly  ventures  to  present  to  your  Majesty's 
attention,  and  in  so  doing  he  ventures  to  repeat  that  it 
is  only  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  any  future  misunder- 
standing, and  with  the  anxious  desire  to  promote  your 
Majesty's  true  interests,  and  to  secure  the  stability  of 
your  Majesty's  Government. 
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Viscount  Melbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 

The  same  .  ^  ,        "^ 

to  the        to  your  Majesty,  and  returns  to  your  Majesty 

South        his  thanks  for  the  gracious,  and  in  many  respects 

Apru  15,     satisfactory,  communication  which  he  has  this 

morning  had  the  honour  of  receiving. 

Amongst  many  grave  and  weighty  matters  your 
Majesty  has  hitroduced,  one  subject— namely,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Protestant  Established  Clmrch  in  Ireland — 
is  of  such  vital  importance  that  Viscount  Melbourne 
feels  that  it  is  absolutely  ne(*essary  in  the  first  instance 
to  come  to  a  precise  explanation  and  to  a  distinct 
understanding  upon  it. 

Viscount  Melbourne  is  well  aware  of  the  deep 
solicitude  with  which  your  Majesty  has  always  viewed 
this  matter,  and  perfectly  recollects  that  in  the  audience 
with  which  he  was  honoured  on  November  15  last 
at  Brighton  this  question  was  distinctly  stated  to 
be  a  chief  ground  of  your  Majesty's  objection  to  the 
arrangement  which  Viscount  Melbourne  then  suggested, 
and  the  rejection  of  which  produced  the  dissolution 
of  his  administration.  Viscount  Melbourne,  however, 
begs  to  ask  your  Majesty's  serious  attention  to  the  new 
situation  in  which  both  your  Majesty  and  those  who 
are  called  upon  to  advise  are  placed  by  what  has  re- 
cently been  done  upon  this  subject. 

The  House  of  Connnons  has  passed  two  resolutions, 
tlie  one  declaring  ^ 

and  the  other  that  no  measure  for  the  settlement  of  the 
tithe  can  be  satisfactory  unless  it  embodies  in  it  the 
principle  of  the  foregoing  resolution. 

*  The  terms  of  the  resolution  are  omitted  in  the  draft.  They  were  to 
the  effect  that  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  Irish  Church  should  be  devoted 
to  the  general  education  of  all  classes  of  the  people — the  Appropriation 
clause. 
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Upon  the  adoption  of  this  second  resolution  by  tlie 
House  of  Commons,  your  Majesty's  servants  resigned 
tlieir  offices  into  your  Majesty's  hands,  and  your  Ma- 
jesty, in  order  to  form  a  new  administration,  called 
upon  those  who  have  proposed,  supported,  and  can-ied 
both  the  above-mentioned  resolutions.  It  must  be 
manifest  that  those  who  have  ])orne  such  a  part  in  these 
proceedings  cannot,  with  any  regard  to  their  own  con- 
sistency, or  with  the  least  hope  of  effectually  serving 
your  Majesty,  undertake  to  carry  on  your  Majesty's 
government  unless  it  is  understood  that  they  are  to 
act  without  delay  upon  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  that  they  are  to  carry  that  principle  into  prac- 
tical effect,  and  that  in  so  doing  they  are  to  receive 
the  sanction,  approbation,  and  support  of  "your 
Majesty. 

Viscount  Melbourne  is  abundantly  satisfied  with 
your  Majesty's  gracious  declaration  '  that,  if  he  should 
be  enabled  to  present  such  a  distribution  and  arrange- 
ment of  such  a  Ministry  as  shall  meet  with  your  Majesty's 
approbation,  he  will  receive  from  your  Majesty  those 
marks  and  ])roofs  of  your  Majesty's  favour,  confidence, 
and  support  which  are  indispensable  to  conducting  the 
government  with  honour  and  advantage.'  But  with 
reference  to  the  statement  and  the  observations  upon 
individuals  with  which  this  assurance  is  introduced. 
Viscount  Melbourne  must  distinctlv  declare  that,  wliilst 
he  trusts  he  is  incapable  of  reconnnending  to  your 
Majesty  any  individuals  whose  character  and  conduct 
api)ear  to  him  to  disqualify  them  from  holding  any  situ- 
ation of  trust  and  responsibility,  he  can  neither  admit 
nor  acquiesce  in  any  general  or  particular  ex(»lu- 
sions,  and  tliat  he  must  reserve  to  himself  tlie  power 
of   recommending  for   employment  any    one   of  your 
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Majesty's  subjects  wlio  is  qualified  by  law  to  serve  your 
Majesty.^ 

With  respect  to  your  Majesty's  household,  Viscount 
Melbourne  will  ask  no  more   than  your  Majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  accord.     With  her  Majesty's 
household,  Viscount  Melbourne  would  regret  as  deeply 
as  your  Majesty  that  any  interference  should  be  rendered 
necessary,  and  Viscount  Melbourne  mentioned  the  sub- 
ject principally  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  recur- 
rence of  painful  transactions  to  which  your   Majesty 
has  adverted,  and  w^hich  Viscount  Melbourne  earnestly 
hopes  may  not  take  place  again/-^    Viscount  Melbourne 
is  much  rejoiced  to  find  that  your  Majesty  approves 
of  his  having  brought  the  question  of  the  creation  of 
peerages  under  your  Majesty's  consideration.    Viscount 
Melbourne,  in  his  former  observations,  guarded  himself 
against  the  imputation,  which  he  now  again  disclaims, 
of  intending  to  introduce  into  the  House  of  Lords  such 
a  number  of  members  as  may  have  the  appearance  of 
the  intention  to  sway  and  govern  the  decisions  of  that 
assemblv.     Neither  is  Viscount  Melbourne  desirous  of 
pressing  upon  your  Majesty  any  individual   w^hom  it 
may  be  repugnant  to  your  feelings  to  advance  to  that 
honour.     For  each  of  the  peerages  w^hicli  have  been 
conferred  during  the  late  administration  there  may  have 
])een  sound  special  reasons,  but  the  general  result  is  the 
addition  of  six  votes  to  tliose  who  are  opposed  to  your 
Majesty's  present  advisers,  and  who  are  the  predominant 
party  in  the  House  of  Lords.     If  Viscount  Melbourne 
undertakes  to  condu(!t  your  Majesty's  government,  he 

*  The  obnoxious  mdividuals  were  JoBoph  Hume,  O'Connell,  and,  appa- 
rently, Shell  (see  letter  of  October  1,  183G). 

*  The  dismissal   of   Lord  Howo,  for  voting    against    Lord    Grey's 
goveruuieut. 

T    2 
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also  undertakes  it  in  very  particular  and  unusual  circum- 
stances— circumstances  which  will  render  it  necessary 
that  he  should  receive  some  deciided  mark  of  your 
Majesty's  confidence  and  of  your  determination  to  su\y- 
port  him,  and  he  trusts,  therefore,  that  your  Majesty  will 
not  be  unwillinjT  to  confer  seven  or  eight  peerages  upon 
his  recommendation,  provided  the  names  which  are  pre- 
sented to  your  Majesty  for  that  honour  shall  be  such  as 
your  Majesty  shall,  upon  their  consideration,  approve. 

Viscount  Melbourne  presents  iiis  humble  duty 

The  same  ^  '^ 

to  the  to  your  Majestv,  and  loses  no  time  in  acknow- 
South  ledging  your  Majesty's  second  letter,  which 
April  15,     Viscount  Melbourne  received  a  little  after  nine 

1885.  .  .  . 

this  evening. 

Viscount  Melbourne  had  already  finished,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  Majesty's  commands,  his  reply  to  your 
Majesty's  communication  of  this  morning,  and  he  has 
now  the  honour  to  transmit  it  to  your  Majesty ;  but  the 
importance  of  your  Majesty's  last  letter,  and  the  con- 
sequences to  w^hich  it  may  lead,  reduce  many  of  the 
other  topics  to  comparative  insignificance,  and  Viscount 
Melbourne  is  much  rejoiced  to  find  that  your  Majesty 
now  takes  the  same  view  as  Viscount  Melbourne  of  the 
situation  in  which  your  Majesty  and  those  who  are  called 
upon  to  advise  you  are  placed  by  the  recent  votes  in 
Parliament  and  by  the  proceedings  w^hich  have  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  them.  Your  Majesty  has  re- 
sorted for  counsel  to  those  by  whose  efforts  these  reso- 
hit  ions  were  placed  upon  the  journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  if  your  Majesty  ai)j)oints  them  your 
Ministers  your  Majesty  must  take  them  pledged  and 
bound  to  a(»t  upon  tliose  tlieir  recorded  j)rinci})les. 

It  is  true  your  Majesty's  previous  consent  will  be 
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necessary  upon  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  inasmuch  as 
its  provisions  will  affect  some  of  the  benefices  which  are 
in  the  gift  of  the  Crow^n ;  and  it  is  also  true  that  your 
Majesty's  solemn  assent  will  be  required  to  give  the  Bill 
the  force  of  law,  after  it  has  passed  through  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament.  It  must  be  a  prehminary  to  the 
acceptance  of  office  by  any  of  those  who  have  supported 
or  advised  the  resolutions  that  your  Majesty  sliould  feel 
yourself  prepared  to  do  both  these  acts,  and  also  to  give 
to  the  measure  in  its  progress  your  full  and  cordial  sup- 
port, and  Viscount  Melbourne  learns  with  great  sorrow 
that  your  Majesty  entertains  any  doubt  or  scruple  upon 
the  subject. 

Viscount  Melbourne  submits  that,  as  it  would  be  a 
novel  course,  so  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  submit 
the  question  which  your  Majesty  states  to  fifteen  judges" 
for  their  opinion,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  question,  not  cf 
law  but  of  conscience,  and  upon  which  the  opinion  cf 
judges  is  worth  no  more  than  that  of  other  men. 

The  matter  is  of  great  importance  and  great  urgency. 
The  scruples,  if  persisted  in,  must  be  ftital  to  any  of  the 
projected  arrangements.  The  House  of  Commons  re- 
asseml)les  to-morrow,  and  anxiety  will  probably  prevail 
to  learn  whether  any  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
formation  of  a  Ministiy,  more  particularly  if  any  rumour 
should  arise  of  the  existence  of  difficulty  or  impediment. 
If  any  personal  explanation  should  be  desired.  Viscount 
Mel])ourne  will  be  ready  to  wait  upon  your  Majesty  at 
any  hour  that  your  Majesty  may  think  proper  to 
appoint. 

On  the  18th  the  arrangements  were  completed.^ 

*  Lord  Mclhourno's  second  Cabinet  contained  : — 

]"'irst  L»>rd  of  tlie  Treasury,  Viscount  Melbourne. 

].ord  rresideal  of  the  Council,  Marquess  of  Lansdowno. 
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It  cannot  be  said  that  Lord  Melbonme  undertook  the  conduct 
of  affairs  under  particularly  encouraging  circumstances.  The 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  small  and  fluctuating ; 
in  the  Upper  House  the  Government  were  in  a  minority  of 
something  like  a  hundred,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Lord 
Lansdowne,  the  Prime  Minister's  colleagues  gave  him  little 
assistance,  while  against  him  were  Brougham  and  Lyndhurst, 
the  Duke  and  Bishop  Phillpotts.  The  hostility  of  the  Court 
to  the  Ministry  as  a  whole  was  openly  pronounced,  and  was 
directed  with  especial  severity  against  individuals.  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  wrote  in  October  1835  that  the  King  of  the  Belgians  had 
told  him  that  William  IV.  liked  Lord  Minto  and  himself,  *  but 
as  to  the  others— John  Russell  and  Hobhouse,  for  instance — he 
did  not  pay  them  compliments.'  At  the  same  time  it  is  only 
just  to  point  out  that  the  King's  opposition  to  the  Ministerial 
programme  was  perfectly  constitutional  and  entirely  above- 
board. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  RAVE  tliis  niomiiig  received  your  letter  of 
i^rd^MS-  25tli  iiist.,  which  I  have  read  with  much  satis- 
8ou\h  faction,  not  only  because  I  cordially  approve 
^^H^28,  ^^  ^^^^  opinions  and  feelings  which  it  expresses, 
i»a6.  1^^^  because  it  rather  proves  to  me  that  the 

tone  which  I  have  taken  in  the  House  of  Lords  upon 

Lord  Frivy  Seal,  Viscount  Duncannon. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltv,  Lord  Auckland. 

Forei^i  Secretary,  Viscoiuit  Palmerston. 

Home  Secretary,  Lord  Jolin  KuFRell. 

Colonial  Secretary,  Lord  Glenelg  (Mr.  C.  Grant). 

PreBident  of  the  Board  of  Control,  Sir  J.  IIobhouRe. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Poulctt  Tliouison. 

Secretary  for  War,  Viscount  Howick. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Spring  Uice. 

Lord  Mulgrave  was  Lord  Jjieutenant  of  Ireland ;  Lord  Morpeth,  Chief 
Secretary;  Lord  Plunket,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland;  Sir  John  Camp- 
bell and  Sir  11.  llolfe,  Attorney-  and  Solicitor-General  of  England.  The 
Ministry  was  composed  for  the  most  part  out  of  old  mat^^rialH — *  Danm 
ihc  Whigs!  they're  all  cousins,'  Lord  Mtlhourne  is  said  to  have  exclaimed 
on  tliis  or  sonie  other  occasion—  but  several  yoimg  men  of  ability  were 
employed  in  subordinate  i>0Bts,  Mr.  Lubouchere,  Lord  Morpeth,  and  Sir 
George  Grey  for  insUince. 
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the  question  of  your  entry  into  Dublin,  which  some 
here  have  thought  too  low,  was  uix)n  the  whole  the 
most  prudent.^  I  might  have  said  that  nothing  had 
been  done  that  was  illegal,  and  that  was  not  natural  and 
even  laudable ;  but  this  would  have  given  great  offence, 
and  would  have  encouraged  similar  displays  hereafter 
in  Ireland,  which  I  certainlv  do  not  think  desirable. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Tierney,  I  only  mentioned  his 
name,  and  he  is  ah'eady  solicitor  on  one  of  the  circuits ; 
and  when  I  mention  any  name,  pray  remember  that  I 
never  mean  to  press  for  any  preference  which  is  not 
perfectly  just  and  expedient.  I  am  anxious  for  O'Gor- 
man  on  account  of  his  comiection  with  my  brother,  and 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  what  you  have  done  for 
him.  I  was  also  anxious  for  Curran,  because  I  know 
and  have  a  high  opinion  of  him.'  After  these  I  have 
no  strong  personal  feelings  that  I  know  of. 

We  had  yesterday  Perrin's  ^  opinion  upon  military 
assistance  in  case  of  tithe  before  the  Cabinet.  It  is 
a  very  difficult  one.  You  will  receive  a  letter  from 
J.  Eussell  upon  it,  in  which  we  all  concur.  Perrin's 
opinion  is  very  loose,  and,  as  you  will  find  all  Irish 
opinions,  a  great  mixtui-e  of  law  and  of  general  political 
reasoning.  If  a  subject  is  about  to  enforce  a  legal 
claim  and  ai)prehends  a  l)reach  of  the  peace,  or  in  the 
act  of  enforcing  it  is  interrupted  by  violence,  it  does  not 

*  The  banners  borne  at  the  Vicerepjal  entry  l>ore  devices  in  favour  of 
Uopeal  and  the  extinction  of  tithes,  and  gave  great  offence  to  the  l*ro- 
testants  of  Ireland.  The  King  also  took  umbrage  at  the  green  yeomanry 
imiform  worn  by  liord  Mulgrave  on  the  occasion. 

'^  Tierney  and  Curran  were  both  sons  of  parents  more  famous  than 
themselves.  Curnui  wrote  Sketches  of  the  Irish  Bar,  and  a  Life  of  his 
fatlier. 

'  The  new  Attorney-General  for  Ireland.  The  appointment  gave  great 
sitisfaction  to  O'Connell,  who  with  his  sup^  orters  thereupon  took  his  scat 
on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House. 
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appear  to  me  tliat  the  government  performs  its  duty  if 
it  refuses  him  effectual  protection  and  assistance.  You 
must  lay  down  and  act  upon  the  contrary  principle. 

The  government  which  advises  persons  not  to  en- 
force their  legal  claims  proclaims  its  own  weakness, 
and  lays  itself  open  to  a  scornful  refusal  to  attend  to  its 
recommendation.  Tlie  only  course  open  is  to  discourage 
applications,  to  examine  carefully  the  cases  in  which 
assistance  is  demanded,  and  to  guard  by  all  the  means 
ill  your  power  against  the  abuses  adverted  to  by  the 
Attorney-General,  and  to  note  the  occurrence  of  them 
with  great  severity  when  they  do  take  place. 

There  is  one  matter  which  strikes  me  wiiilst  I  am 
writing,  and  w^hich  I  therefore  suggest.  Whenever  it 
is  possible  I  would  have  the  troops  accompanied  by  a 
stipendiary  magistrate,  who  is  impartial  and  will  see  the 
law  observed.  Lord  Wellesley  required  that  a  magis- 
trate should  always  attend;  but  I  am  informed  that  no 
magistrate  can  ever  be  induced  to  go  upon  such  a 
service  unless  he  be  interested  in  the  collection  from 
connection  with  the  parson  or  some  other  reason.  Now 
the  o])ject  of  such  a  man  will  be  only  to  get  money,  and 
that  bv  anv  means,  without  referen(*e  either  to  law  or  to 
practice.  I  know  that  the  i)aucity  of  stipendiary  magis- 
trates renders  it  impossible  to  do  this  in  all  cases,  but 
wherever  I  could  do  it  I  would. 


Caxxot   you  mana<re  to  speak  to  the  Koman 

Tho  same       r        ^      ^'  - 

toth«         Catholic   ])ishops,    and   tell   them    how   many 
Downing     enemies  the  condu(*t  of  the  priests  makes  both 

Street,  .  11. 

Jul)  7,        to  US  and  to  tliem,  to  tlieir  cause  and  to  their 

1835 

religion.  When  I  perceive  anybody  lukewarm 
with  us  or  eager  against  us,  if  I  ask  the  cause  I  always 
get   for  answer  that   it  is  on  account  of  the  manner  in 


HOME   AFFAIRS  231 

which  he  has  been  harassed  and  vexed  by  the  Roman 
Cathohc  clergy  in  his  neighbourhood. 

Among  Lord  Melbourne's  correspondents  at  this  time  was 
Haydon,  the  artist.* 

B.  R  Hay-  ^  HAVE  met  witli  the  most  glorious  success  ! 
i^rdMei-  The  last  lec^ture  at  Newcastle  was  hailed  with 
bourne.  elicers  and  acclamations.  I  then  went  to  Hull, 
which  ended  in  the  same  way,  their  enthusiasm  swell- 
ing  out  into  a  thunder  of  applause.  At  Newcastle  a 
school  of  design  was  founded,  and  I  began  one  at  Hull. 
1  am  now  here,  and  my  reception  as  usual. 

Be  assured  the  people  are  alive  to  sound  art,  and 
only  want  instruction.  My  three  first  lectures  are  en- 
tirely on  the  constructicm  of  the  figure,  and  yet  listened 
to  with  an  attention  that  the  Greeks  could  not  exceed. 

I  write  you  this  that  you  might  know  what  is  going 
on  in  all  the  great  towns,  for  I  have  engagements 
directly  after  Christmas  again,  and  wherever  I  have 
been  once  I  go  twice. 

Be  careful  what  you  say  at  the  Academy  dinner,  at 
that  interesting  entertainment  founded  to  reflect  honour 
on  the  Art,  but  made  a  tool  of  to  get  business  for  the 
monopoly. 

The  people  know  wliat  is  what,  as  well  as  the 
Avomen. 

The  great  h^gislative  Act  of  the  session  was  that  for  the 
Keforni  of  Municipal  Corporations,  which  became  law  after  Lord 
liVndhurst  had  done  his  worst,  thanks,  in  part,  to  the  moderation 
of  Sir  llobert  Peel.  At  the  outset  the  King  objected  in  toto 
to  the  Bill,  wishing  to  proceed  rather  by  granting  new  charters 
than  by  Act  of  Pjirlianient,  and  objecting  particularly  to  the 
repeal  of  tlu»  old  charters  and  the  lowness  of  the  proposed 
municipal  franchise. 

'  In    wlioso   Aiitol)i()giaphy   there    arc    numerous    notices    of  Lord 
Melbourne. 
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Viscount  Melbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 

Lord  Mel.  i   ,         .  i        •         i  o 

bourne  to  to  vour  Majestv,  and  havnifr  submitted,  as  from 
South  himself  and  without  employing?  your  Majesty's 
June  2,  name,  the  sul^stance  of  your  Majesty's  communi- 
cations upon  tlie  Bill  for  regulating  Municipal 
Corporations  to  the  Attorney-General,  begs  leave  to 
transmit  to  your  Majesty  the  letter  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man upon  the  subject.  The  reasons  urged  appear  to 
Viscount  Melbourne  to  be  satisfactory  and  conclusive, 
])ut  many  other  arguments  of  a  more  general  and  more 
pressing  nature  might  be  added.  Viscount  Melbourne 
will  take  care  tliat  your  Majesty's  remarks  upon  the 
details  of  the  Bill  are  subjected  to  close  and  accurate 
examination  by  those  who  best  understand  the  subject. 
The  result  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  forwarded  to 
your  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty  will  do  Viscount  Melbourne  tlie  honour 
to  recollect  that  in  all  the  conversations  with  which  your 
Majesty  honoured  Viscount  Melbourne  in  July  1834, 
and  in  all  the  correspondence  which  passed  upon  that 
as  well  as  upon  subsequent  occasions,  the  necessity  of  a 
decisive  and  effectual  measure  upon  this  subject  was 
always  declared  by  Viscount  Melbourne  to  be  absolute 
and  unavoidable.  Viscount  Melbourne,  like  all  other 
public  men,  has  more  than  once  ac(|uiesced  in  projK)- 
sitions  with  respect  to  which  he  himself  entertained 
doubts,  in  compliance  with  the  opinions  of  others,  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  and  the  general  feeling  of 
the  public  ;  but  with  respect  to  the  corporations  it  has 
always  been  his  own  strong  and  sincere  opinion  that  a 
thonmgh  reformation  of  them  was  required,  if  it  was 
intended  to  ])revent  abuse  and  corruption  and  to  restore 
unanimity  and  concord  in  those  <rreat  communities 
whicli  have  grown  up  within  the  bosom  cf  the  empire. 
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The  Kin^,  conceiviim  tliat  it  may  be  satisfac- 

The  King  S?  . 

to  Lord       tory  to  Viscount  Mell)ounie  to  receive  a  written 
Windsor      acknowlecknnent  of  his  letter  of  tins  day,  en- 

Cantle  . 

June  2,       closin^f  that  from  the  Attorney-General  on  the 
subject  of  the   Bill  for  regulating  Municipal 
Corporations,  will  not  defer  returning  that  letter  until 
he  sees  him  to-morrow. 

His  Majesty  has  read  it  with  attention,  and  admits 
the  Attorney-General  to  have  treated  the  question  most 
ably,  and  to  have  offered  many  reasons  and  arguments 
which  are  calculated  to  remove  some  of  the  objections 
which  had  occurred  to  his  Majesty.  It  is  also,  above 
all,  due  to  Viscount  Melbourne  to  say  that  the  King 
has  always  felt  so  convinced  of  his  firm  attachment  to 
the  monarchical  constitution  of  this  country,  and  cf  his 
disinclination  to  yield  to  any  attempt  which  the  spirit 
of  the  times  or  the  leaning  to  popular  opinions  and 
pi'inciples  by  which  others  may  be  influenced  may  sug- 
gest or  produce,  that  the  uneasiness  which  many  events 
and  circumstances  had  raised  and  Avere  of  a  character 
to  keep  alive  was  in  a  great  measure  removed  by  the 
assurances  conveved  in  Viscount  Melbourne's  communi- 
cation,  and  by  the  confidence  his  Majesty  reposes  in  his 
determination  to  resist  the  encroachments  which  others 
may  be  disjjosed  to  encourage.  These  assurances  have 
therefore  made  a  stronger  im])ression  upon  his  Majesty's 
mind  than  the  ar<nnnents  used  by  the  Attornev-General. 
He  has  indeed  misapprehended  one  of  the  King's  ob- 
jections, as  he  seems  to  have  understood  it  to  apply  to 
the  election  l)y  bui'gesses  being  rated  householders  in 
lieu  of  election  bv  10/.  householders,  wiiereas  his 
Majestv's  ()bi(M'tion  was  stated  to  be  to  the  extensive 
and  fre([iient  ivcui-rence  of  popular  elections,  producing, 
in  his  apprehension,  as  much  lociil  excitement  as  the 
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election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament ;  and  he  can- 
not admit  this  apprehension  to  be  lessened  by  the  remark 
of  Sir  John  Campbell,  that  in  a  large  proportion  of 
places  the  Parliamentary  franchise  of  lOL  householders 
would  not  have  afforded  nearly  a  sufficient  number  of 
electors  for  municipal  purposes.  His  Majesty,  however, 
most  entirely  concurs  in  the  opinion  held  by  him  that 
for  the  election  of  members  of  Parliament  the  10/. 
franchise  is  quite  low  enough,  and  he  sincerely  wishes 
it  were  higher. 

The  King  was  aware  that  the  prerogative  of  grant- 
ing municipal  charters  had  been  very  sparingly  or  im- 
perfectly exercised  since  the  commencement  of  the 
reign  of  George  I. ;  and  he  cannot  help  feeling  that  the 
assumption  of  power  by  self-elected  bodies  in  corpora- 
tions, which  the  Attorney-General  describes  as  an 
usurpation  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  as  well  as 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  may  be  traced  to  the 
neglect  and  carelessness  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
have  protected  both.  But  although  his  Majesty  trusts 
that  he  shall  never  render  himself  liable  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  a  disposition  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people,  he  must  feel  that  his  duty  equally  prescribes  to 
him  that  course  which  shall  secure  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  against  popular  encroachment ;  and  he  may  with 
truth  declare  that  he  has  never  felt  anv  desire  to  assert 
or  to  claim  rights  otlier  than  those  which  the  free  con- 
stitution of  this  country  confers  upon  its  sovereign. 

The  Lords  rejected  the  Appropriation  clauses  of  the  Irish 
Tithe  Bill,  and  the  measure  was  in  consequence  lost.  At  the 
outset  the  following  correspondence  took  place  with  the  King: — 

stn^'t"^'  ViscoL'NT  Mklbourxe  presents  his  hum])le  duty 
•J"a-'  ^^''      t<^  vour  Maiestv,  and  humblv  submits  the  heads 
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of  the  proposed  Bill  for  settling  the  Tithe  question, 
and  also  for  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Connnons  as  approved  by  your  Majesty's  con- 
fidential servants.  Viscount  Melbourne  also  submits 
the  copy  of  a  communication  received  from  Lord  Dun- 
cannon  in  October  last,  and  also  an  autograph  letter 
from  the  same  noble  lord,  which  contains  some  obser- 
vations on  the  subject.  Viscount  Melbourne  is  sensible 
that,  according  to  Lord  Duncaiuion's  observations,  much 
explanation  may  still  be  required,  and  your  Majesty 
will  readilv  believe  Viscount  Melbourne  when  he  states 
that  manv  difficulties  have  been  found  to  stand  in  the 
wav  of  a  satisfactorv  and  reasonable  arrangement. 
Those  diffi(*ulties  arise  mainly  from  the  circumstances 
in  which  Ireland  is  placed ;  from  one  mode  of  faith 
being  established  ])y  law,  and  another  professed  by  the 
large  body  of  the  people.  Theirs  is  a  state  of  things 
neither  intended  nor  contemplated  by  any  of  those  who 
since  the  conquest  of  L'eland  have  directed  the  affairs 
of  that  country ;  a  state  of  things,  as  far  as  Viscount 
Melbourne's  knowU^lge  and  experience  extends,  un- 
known and  unpre(!edented  in  any  period  of  history  or 
any  quarter  of  the  globe — a  state  of  things  contrary  to 
reason  and  to  conunon  sense. 

It  is  no  answer  u])()n  this  subject  to  say  that,  though 
the  poi)ulati()n  is  Koman  Cathohc,  the  property  is 
possessed  by  Protestants.  Eeligious  establishment  is 
eminently  for  po})ulation,  not  for  property.  Its  exist- 
ence is  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  and  the  needy,  not  of 
the  opulent,  avIio  have  the  means  of  providing  spiritual 
instruction  for  themselves,  according  to  their  own 
opinions  and  modes  of  faith. 

Viscount  Melbourne  was  himself  anxious  that  this 
question  should  not  be  brought  forward  at  the  tune  or 
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in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been.  But  your  Majesty 
must  feel  the  extreme  difficulty  that  there  was  in  pre- 
venting its  introduction  into  Parhament.  Wlien  it  was 
brought  forward  Viscount  Melbourne  could  do  no  other 
than  act  according  to  his  conscientious  opinion  upon 
the  sulyject. 

Your  Majesty  is  well  aware  of  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
session  upon  the  motion  of  Lord  John  Russell.  Your 
Majesty's  servants  are  pledged  to  carry  that  resolution 
into  effect,  and  this  is  the  Bill  which  thev  advise  should 
be  presented  to  Parliament  in  order  to  redeem  that 
pledge.  Viscount  Melbourne  does  not  know  what  may 
be  the  effect  of  the  new  measures  which  it  is  proposed 
to  introdu(*e,  but  Viscount  Melbourne  feels  certain  that 
the  present  system  of  Irish  cures,  of  clergj-men  without 
flocks,  does  not  and  cannot  promote  the  growth  of  Pro- 
testantism in  that  country.  With  respect  to  that  part 
of  the  measure  which  relates  to  the  payment  of  tithe, 
Viscount  Melbourne  only  remarks  that  it  is  founded 
upon  the  Bill  which  was  last  year  rejected  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  also  upon  the  Bill  which  was  introduced 
in  the  present  session  by  Sir  Henry  Hardinge.^ 

windflor  •  •  •  ^^^  Majkbt^i'  is  quitc  sensible  of  the  diffi- 
cantie        cultics  wliicli  luivc  bccu  found  to  stand  in  the 

June  18, 

i«85.  ^yg^y  Qf  r^  satlsfactory  and  reavSonable  arrange- 

ment, and  he  admits  the  correctness  of  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne's reasoning  with  respect  to  many  points  connected 
with  the  situation  of  Ireland,  to  which  these  difliculties 
may  be  in  a  great  way  traced ;  while  he  laments  that, 
from  tlie  reign  of  Elizabeth  to  the  present  period,  the 

*  Sir   Ilenrv   Ilardiiige,  afterwards  Viceroy  of  India  and  Viscount 
Ilardinge,  litwl  been  Irish  Secretary  in  Sir  Robert  reel's  Ministry. 
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system  of  government  pursued  in  Ireland  by  tliose  who 
have  directed  the  affairs  of  that  country  has  not  been 
more  uniformly  and  more  successfully  applied  to  the 
correcticm  of  evils  and  the  nnprovement  of  the  state  of 
things  which,  although  it  may  not  have  been  orighially 
contemplated,  has  been  in  progress  under  successive 
rules  and  administrations. 

With  respect  to  the  question  immediately  at  issue,  it 
is  not  the  King's  wish  or  intention  to  engage  in  any 
discussion  in  which  his  private  feelings  and  opinions 
might  appear  to  be  at  variance  with  the  course  which 
his  public  duty  and  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
is  placed  have  prescribed  to  him ;  and  from  the  same 
reason  his  Majesty  abstains  from  entering  into  any  par- 
ticulars of  the  proposed  Bill,  to  which  his  solemn  assent 
will  be  required  to  give  the  force  of  law  after  it  shall 
have  passed  through  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Ilis  Majesty,  however,  cannot  refrain  from  stating 
liis  concurrence  with  the  wish  expressed  by  Viscount 
Melbourne  that  the  question  had  not  been  brought  for- 
ward at  the  time  or  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
brought  forward,  and  from  applying  his  own  feeling  to 
the  subject,  more  particularly  to  the  resolution  intro- 
duced in  the  earlier  part  of  the  present  session,  upon 
the  motion  of  Lord  John  Eussell,  before  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  had  ])een  received,  to  wliicli  reference 
is  made  in  the  second  page  of  the  heads  of  the  Bill,  and 
which  Eeport  his  Majesty  has  not  yet  seen,  in  the  gross 
or  in  the  abstract.  But  his  Majesty  is  well  aware  that 
his  ])rese.nt  servants  are  pledged  to  carry  these  resolu- 
tions into  effect,  and  he  has  stated  in  a  communica- 
tion to  Viscount  Melbourne,  dated  April  16  last,  that, 
having  admitted  tliem  to  his  councils  as  the  advocates 
of  the  principle  of  those  resolutions,  he  is  bound  to 
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afford  to  them  his  sanction  and  support  in  their  endea- 
vours to  carry  them  into  practical  effect. 

The  Ballot  cropped  up  in  this  session ;  and  then  came  the 
difficulty,  cansed  by  certain  members  being  pledged  to  support 
a  measure  which  the  Government,  as  a  whole,  was  determined  to 
oppose. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  HOPE  you  wiU  be  careful  of  what  you  say 
MrPoui^tt  ^ipo^^  tl^^  Ballot  to-morrow.  A  little  more  pre- 
Dowm^g'  ju^^ice  against  us  would  go  near  to  unship  us. 
ju^e  1  Cannot  you  put  your  vote  solely  upon  the  pre- 
1885.  gpj^i^  i^jj^^g  being  inopportune,   and  the  motion 

improper,  without  saying  anything  about  the  future  ? 

Meantime  a  deputation  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Scottish  Church  had  waited  upon  the  Prime  Minister  and  asked 
for  an  endowment  for  the  churches  recently  added  to  the  estab- 
lishment. Perplexed  by  the  violent  outciy  of  the  Central  Board 
of  Scottish  Dissenters,  the  Government  attempted  to  shelve  the 
diflBculty  by  appointing  a  Royal  Commission.  Whereupon  a  cor- 
respondence arose  with  Dr.  Chalmers.^ 

I  BEG  leave  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the 
Melbourne   14th  iiistaiit,  wliich  I  rcceived  vesterdav. 
Chalmers.  Tso  mstructions  liavc  yet  been  given  to  the 

tiai.  South  Coinmissioners  of  Church  Inquiry  in  Scotland, 
AuKUBt  18,  nor  is  it  at  present  intended  to  give  any.     It  is 

conceived  that  the  Commission  itself  sufficiently 
defines  the  duties  which  they  have  to  perfonn. 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  I  learn  the  dissatisfac- 
tion felt  in  Scotland  at  the  institution  of  the  Commission, 
but  it  is  without  surprise.  I  think  I  told  yon,  when  I 
had  the  ])leasure  of  seeing  you  in  Downing  Street,  that 
I  looked  with  anxiety  to  the  ccmiposition  of  that  Com- 

*  Dr.  Chabuers's  letters,  dated  Auf^ist  28,  September  8,  and  September 
li>,  are  to  bo  found  in  IIuuna*s  Life  of  Chalmers  (2ud  edition),  pp. 
867  377. 
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mission,  and  that  I  felt  that  it  would  l)e  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  form  it  in  such  a  manner  as  would  com- 
mand general  confidence. 

Both  parties,  from  the  experience  and  observation  I 
have  had  of  them,  are  too  heated  and  eager,  too  positive 
in  their  respective  opinions,  and  too  sanguine  in  their 
expectations  to  secure  any  chance  of  such  a  result. 
The  one  party  looks  to  nothing  less  than  a  general 
change  in  the  state  of  human  nature  and  human  society 
by  means  of  increased  pastoral  exertion ;  and  the  other 
is  dreaming  upon  the  pure  and  prosperous  state  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  the  first  centuries,  and  the  evil  and 
degradation  which  it  has  incurred  ever  since  the  un- 
fortunate conversion  of  the  Emperor  Constantine.  You 
will  excuse  the  plainness  of  my  phrase,  but  to  persons 
so  influen(*ed  l)y  heat  and  enthusiasm,  to  use  no  stronger 
terms,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  any  arrangement  can  be 
satisfactory.  .  .  . 

It  <;ives  me  <rreat  concern  to  find  that  you  con- 

T}l6  siini©  or?  •/ 

to  the  sider  the  statement  reported  to  have  been  made 
South  by  me  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  have  been  un- 
septeiber  lust  to  you  and  tlic  othcr  members  of  the  de- 
put  at  ion  from  the  Church  of  Scotland  whom 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  in  Downing  Street.  I 
cannot  recollect  tlie  precise  terms  which  I  used,  and, 
therefore,  I  (*annot  say  whether  the  report  is  accurate 
or  otherwise;  but  I  know  what  I  intended  to  express, 
and  I  can  affirm  that  nothihg  was  further  from  that  in- 
tention than  to  cliarge  any  of  the  deputations  who  came 
to  me  with  any  improper  violence  of  language  or  of 
feeling,  and  si  ill  less  with  any  manifestation  of  un- 
christian bitterness  towards  each  other.  Wliat  I  in- 
tended to  say  was,  that  I  found  the  one  party  declaring 

u 
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it  to  be  a  religious  duty  to  extend  religious  establish- 
ments, and  to  increase  emolument ;  the  other  maintain- 
ing that  we  were  equally  bound  by  all  the  most  sacred 
considerations,  not  only  to  refrain  from  any  such  assist- 
ance or  augmentation,  but  to  take  any  safe  and  practi- 
cable step  for  the  speediest  possible  abolition  of  both. 
These  extreme  opinions  appeared  to  me  to  have  so  firm, 
tenacious,  and  deep-rooted  a  hold  on  the  mind  of  each 
party  that,  as  it  was  impossible  to  reconcile  them,  so  it 
seemed  to  me  to  be  hopeless  that  any  step  could  be 
taken  in  ecclesiastical  affairs  which  could  be  satisfactory 
to  both,  or  indeed  to  either  of  them.  This  explanation 
may  not  exonerate  me  frcmi  the  charge  of  error,  but  I 
trust  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to  relieve  me  in  vour  mind 
from  the  imputaticm  of  having  made  a  false  or  injurious 
representation  of  the  conduct  of  the  deputations. 

I  am  not  capable  of  entering  with  you  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  best  means  of  extending  and  propagating 
the  influence  of  Cliristianitv.  Suffice  it  to  sav,  that  I  do 
not  acquiesce  in  the  conclusions  to  wliich  you  attempt 
to  force  me,  and  that  if  my  premisses  do  necessarily  lead 
to  them — of  Avhicli  I  am  not  convinced — I  shall  be  the 
first  to  abandon  and  surrender  them. 

I  should  be  wanting  in  fairness,  however,  if  I  did 
not  state,  that  to  stir  and  agitate  the  question  of  an 
additional  grant  to  the  Cliurch  of  Scotland  at  tins  pericxl 
I  consider  to  have  been  a  great  imprudence  and  indis- 
creti(m  in  those  who  must  have  been  well  acquainted 
Avith  the  state  of  religious  feeling  and  religious  opinion 
in  that  countrv. 

The  C'onnnissioners  will  so  dischar<re  their  dutv  as  to 
reli(^ve  themselves  from  any  such  charge,  and  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Cliurch  from  anv  alarm  and  jealousv  in  that 
respect. 
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On  the  whole  the  reports,  as  far  as  England  and  Scotland 
are  concerned,  were  prosperous  enough.  The  following  letter  is 
from  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Abercromby:  — 

We  are  so  far  on  our  way  to  Scotland,  and  I 
tiai.  had  not  intended  to  write  to  you  until  I  had 

October  9,  ascertained  the  real  extent  of  O'Connell's  im- 
pression upon  my  countrymen.^  A  paragraph, 
with  which  I  shall  conclude,  will  show  you  why  I  write 
now.  From  all  I  have  heard  the  state  of  the  country  is 
prosperous,  and  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  people  sound 
and  sober.  The  improvement  in  the  intellectual  state 
of  the  mechanics  of  Sheflield  quite  astonished  me  the 
other  dav  when  I  was  there  with  Labouchere.  Tlieir 
advance  in  knowledge,  reflection,  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  comforts  of  life  quit<3  surprises  me.  'Wliat  would 
happen  if  trade  failed  God  knows ;  but  people  are 
always  very  impatient  under  the  loss  of  comforts  such 
as  they  now  enjoy.  Everywhere  I  find  that  the  House 
of  Lords  is  a  general  topic  of  discussion.  Their  present 
safety  consists  in  the  al)sence  of  any  practi(?able  plan 
capable  of  ])eing  carried  out  without  a  violent  struggle. 
In  the  event  they  will  fall  or  undergo  a  great  change, 
but  the  fear  of  violence  may  protract  their  existence  if 
they  will  suljmit  to  ac^t  in  accordance  with  the  opinions 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  But  independently  of  tlie 
feeling  of  personal  dislike  which  exists  in  many  of  those 
who  are  their  superiors,  and  which  superiors  have  not 
used  tlieir  knowledge  with  judgment  in  the  private  re- 
lations of  lif(\  it  does  appear  to  be  hopeless  that  any 
body  of  men  should  recover  from  the  state  of  contempt 
into  which  they  have  fallen.     They  may  try  to  save 

*  During  the  autumn  O'Connell  conducted  a  singularly  ineffective 
campaij^n  against  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  North  of  England  and 
Scotland, 

u  2 
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themselves  by  abolishing  proxies.  They  will  do  no 
good ;  for  in  any  case  the  Tory  lords  would  be  the 
majority,  and  if  tliey  act  as  they  have  done  they  would 
still  oppose  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  people. 
The  change  would,  therefore,  only  have  the  effect  of  fix- 
ing the  opinion  that  they  were  incurable  without  a  great 
cliange.  There  is  nothing  left  for  them  but  to  submit, 
and  wait  events.  If  they  do  not  follow  this  course,  I 
incline  to  think  tliat  a  stru<rirle  of  some  sort  on  that 
question  would  ])ecome  inevita])le. 

The  Court  of  Chancerv  is  a  ver\^  great  difficulty. 
From  all  I  have  heard  I  am  impressed  with  a  conviction 
that  allowing  matters  to  rest  as  they  are  will  produce  a 
state  of  things  highly  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  your 
Government.  If  you  were  to  quit  office  with  that  ques- 
tion unsettled,  and  a  great  arrear  in  the  Court  of  Equity, 
which  I  fear  would  be  the  case,  it  would  tell  seriously 
against  you.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  it  must  be  a 
great  disadvantage  to  any  government  not  to  have  a 
lawyer  in  the  Cabinet,  and  to  be  obliged  to  depend  on 
those  who  do  not  belong  to  it.  Again,  in  the  disposal 
of  legal  patronage,  a  CHiancellor  ought  to  be  the  safest 
adviser.  .  .  .  IIow  all  this  is  to  be  adjusted  is  beyond 
my  skill  to  suggest,  but  it  is  a  most  pressing  and  most 
important  and  urgent  question,  in  all  views,  both  public 
and  as  regards  one  great  person.  Brougham's  position 
seems  to  be  somewhat  changed  by  O'Connell  leading  an 
agitation  not  in  Ireland  but  in  Great  Britain.  Looking 
at  what  he  has  latelv  done,  I  recur  to  what  I  was  told 
by  one  of  the  intelligent  among  the  popular  members, 
who  said  that  O'Connell,  from  his  influence  with  the 
people,  would  do  more  than  anyone  else  to  renew  violent 
reforms.  I  doubted  this  at  the  time ;  what  has  since 
passed  looks  as  if  it  was  true. 
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Meanwhile  the  administration  of  Irish  affairs  under  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  Mul grave  and  Lord  Morpeth,  and  especially  of  the 
Under-Secretary,  Thomas  Drummond,  was  proving  a  brilliant 
success,  though  its  benefits  were  not  much  appreciated  at  the 
time. 

Lord  Mel-  "I""*^  newspapcFs,  as  you  will  see,  have  made 
^"™5j^i.  most  violent  attacks  upon  the  subject  of 
Soltcon-  y^ur  iiivitinfr  and  receivhig  0'C!onnell.  Very 
Pans^**^'  ^^^'  persons  have  mentioned  it  to  me,  but  from 
o^ob^rie  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  those  who  have  I  cannot  doubt  of 
1835.  j^g  having  made  a  deep  impression,  and  of  its 

furnishing  a  popular  topic  of  invective  against  us.  This 
does  not  change  my  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the  step, 
but  it  is  worth  while  to  consider  what  is  the  real  cause 
of  this  intensity  of  feeling  u}X)n  a  matter  comparatively 
so  trifling.  I  cannot  doubt  that  it  arises  principally,  if 
not  entirely,  from  the  low  scurriUty  of  his  speeches, 
whicli  oflends  the  friends  of  those  against  whom  it  is 
directed,  and  which,  more  than  offending,  gives  universal 
disgust  and  sickness.^  It  produces  a  general  conviction 
that  he  is  an  irreclaimal)le  blackguard,  and  that  it  is 
unfit  for  any  gentleman  to  associate  with  him.  It 
hinders  one  from  saying  a  single  word  in  his  defence. 
I  cannot  myself  jK^rceive  how"  it  can  l)e  necessary  or  ex- 
])ected  from  him  to  assume  this  tone ;  I  cannot  see  that 
it  forwards  any  ol)je<*t,  or  that  his  speeches  would  be  in 
any  degree  weakened  by  the  omission  of  this  vile 
coarseness.  I  know  how  difficult  and  dangerous  it  is 
to  convey  any  intimation  to  him,  but  could  it  not  be 
represented  to  him  through  any  fiiend  liow  much  he, 
in  this  nuniner,  degrades  himself,  and  liow  much  by 

*  Also  because  hewoultl  not  fijxht.  Lord  Alvanloy'8  duel  with  Mor^n 
O'Connell,  who  fouj^lit  in  liis  fjither*s  stead,  took  plnoo  shortly  after  the 
formation  of  the  Government. 
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degrading  himself  he  injures  those  whom  he  is  anxious 
to  support  ?  The  noise  and  clamour  about  his  dining 
with  you  arises  principally  from  his  having  called  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  a  liar,  Wicklow  a  coxcomb,  and 
Westmeath  something  else,  in  the  morning.  Now,  popu- 
lar measures  must  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
power  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  that 
majority  is  Eoman  Catholic,  of  the  Eoman  Catholic 
bodv  O'Connell  is  the  leader.  Li  that  situation  it  is 
his  duty  not  to  render  himself  unnecessarily  odious  and 
detestable.  If  he  does  he  will  bring  ever)'body  to  be 
cf  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Lords,  that  a  measure  is 
to  be  rejected  at  once  merely  because  he  is  for  it.  I 
think  his  great  acuteness  must  perceive  how  much  he 
stands  in  the  way  of  his  own  success.  He  may  have 
reasons  for  such  conduct,  but  I  cannot  conjecture  what 
they  possibly  can  be.  I  wish  to  put  you  in  possession 
of  what  I  am  certain  is  the  general  feeling  upon  this 
sul)ject,  and  to  give  you  a  hint,  upon  which  you  will 
act  with  the  utmost  caution  and  circumspection,  at  any 
rate,  and  upon  which  you  must  not  act  at  all  if  you 
entertain  the  least  doubt  of  the  prudence  of  doing  so. 

,  ,  „  ,  ...  Viscount  Melbourne  feels  certain  that  the 
iKmnioto    Ix)rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  entertains  no  inten- 

thc  Kinjj. 

Oitoixrio,  tion  of  advancin<if  Mr.  O'Connell  to  the  dimiity 

1835.  G         J 

of  a  Privv  Councillor. 
Viscount  Melbourne  greatly  rejoices  that  your 
Majesty  has  mentioned  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  O'Connell 
having  been  invited  to  the  Viceregal  Lodge,  upon  which 
so  nnich  connnent  has  been  made  by  the  public  journals 
op])cstd  to  your  Majesty's  ])rtscnt  Govcrr.ment,  inas- 
nnich  as  it  affords  Viscount  Melbourne  an  opjiortunity 
of  exonerating  the  Ix^rd  Lieutenant  from  the  burthen  of 
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the  blame,  if  blame  be  justly  due  to  the  course  which  he 
has  pursued. 

Upon  the  termination  of  the  session  of  Parliament, 
tlie  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  being  at  a  distance  and 
perceiviiig    the    very    effectual   support    which    your 
Majesty's  Government  had  received  from  Mr.  O'Connell 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  very  naturally  wrote  a  confi- 
dential letter  to  Viscount  Melbourne  to  enquire  wdiat 
was  to  be  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  government  towards 
tliat   individual  upon  his  arrival  in  Ireland.     To  tliis 
letter  Viscount  Melbourne  immediately  replied  that  there 
was  to  be  no  approach  towards  him  whatever,  no  corre- 
spondence with  him,  no  communication  of  a  political 
cliaracter.     The  Lord  Lieutenant  then  desired  to  be  in- 
formed what  he  should  do  with  respect  to  the  ordinary 
intercourse  of  life,  stating  that  it  had  been  his  rule  and 
practice,  since  he  had  been  in  Ireland,  to  invite  to  his 
table  every  meml)er  of  Parliament  who  passed  through 
Dublin,  whatever  liad  been  their  political  opinions,  and 
wliatever  had   l)een   tlieir   public   conduct.     Viscount 
Melbourne  at  once  and  unliesitatingly  replied  that   it 
was  better,  in  liis  opinion,  not  to  make  Mr.  O'Connell  an 
exception  from  the  general  rule  which  had  been  laid 
down.      Your    Majesty   will   therefore   perceive   that, 
whether  the  stej)  were  (*ulpable  or  not,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  did  not  take  it  without  a  full  sense  of 
its  importance,  without  ])reviously  consulting  Viscount 
Melljourne  upon   the   subject,   and  without   receiving 
Viscount  Melbourne's  sanction  and  approbation.     Your 
Majesty  will  also  perceive  that   this  is  not  a  marked 
attention  paid  to  Mr.  O'Connell,  inasmuch  as  he  receives 
it  in  common  with  all  otlier  members  of  Parliament. 

There  are  few  things  more  inconvenient  and   em- 
barrassing in  public  affairs  than  the  inferences  which 
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are  .drawn,  and  the  impressions  which  are  made,  by  the 
manner  in  which  persons  in  hijjrh  stations,  as  that  of  the 
Vice  royalty  of  Ireland,  compose  their  society,  either 
usnally  or  upon  greater  occasions.     There  are  but  three 
courses  w^hich   they   can   pui^sue.     They  may  confine 
themselves  entirely  to  tlie  members  of  their  own  family, 
as  many  soyereimis  have  done,  and  as  may  be  considered, 
upon  the  wliole,  by  far  the  most  prudent  and  safe.     But 
this  is  evidently  impracticable  for  a  Tx)rd  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.     They  may  invite  only  those  who  concur 
with  them  in  political  ojnnions — which  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  Ireland  would  be  highly  impolitic  ;  or 
th€\y  may  extend  their  attentions  indiscriminately  to  all 
persons  of  eminence  and  distinction.     The  latter  prin- 
ciple has  been  adopted,  and,  in  Viscount  Melbourne's 
0])inion,  wisely  adopted,  by  the  Ijord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land; but  it  must  be  applied  generally  and  without  distinc- 
tion; and  Viscount  Melbourne  feels  confident  that  your 
Majesty  must  feel  that,  unless  Lord  Mulgrave  intended 
to  sacrifice  his  own  influence  with  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  to  injure  instead  of  promoting 
your  Majesty's  service,  he  never  could  admit  to  his  table 
the  bitterest  oppon€»nts  of  your  Majesty's  Government 
while  he  excluded  its  most  ])oweri'ul  supporters. 

Viscount  Melbourne  laments  and  condemns  many  of 
the  opinions  and  nuich  of  the  language  of  Mr.  O'Connell 
as  nuicli  as  your  Majesty  could  do.  Viscount  Melbourne 
does  not  wish  to  bring  under  your  Maj(*sty's  notice  irri- 
tating mattei's  of  this  description.  Hut  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne ofl(Mi  reads  and  hears  of  libels  upon  the  House 
of  Connnons  as  well  as  u])on  tlie  House  of  Lords,  and 
Visconnt  Melbourne  could  point  out  otlier  speeches, 
made  by  persons  of  eminen(*e  and  authority,  which 
appear  to  liim  not  quite  so  powerfid  and  effective,  but 
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quite  as  objectionable  and  dangerous,  as  those  of  Mr. 
O'Connell. 

TiiK  Kin^T  is  <j^lad  to  learn  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 

TheKing  ? 

to  Lord       tenant  of  Ireland  has  no  intention  of  advancing 

Melbourne.  ,.        .  /»■¥-»•  r^ 

Windsor     Mr.  O  Connell  to  the  dignity  of  a  Privy  Coun- 

C  aHtle, 

October  20,    Clllor. 

1«35.  Til  n     ^ 

in  reply  to  the  statement  of  the  course  pur- 
sued Iw  Lord  Mulgrave  in  his  character  of  his  Majesty's 
Viceroy  in  Ireland,  and  Viscount  Melbourne's  remarks  on 
the  subject,  the  King  has  to  observe  that  he  admits  gene- 
rally the  propriety  and  the  good  sense  of  the  rules  which 
lie  lavs  down,  and  that  he  considers  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  more  particularly  should  be  governed 
by  the  desire  to  follow  those  rules  without  partiality  or 
favour. 

But  there  may  be  and  are  exceptions  to  all  rules ; 
and  his  Majesty  cannot  help  considering  Mr.  O'Connell 
an  exception  on  the  present  occasion,  inasmuch  as  he 
w\'is  taught  to  do  so  by  the  government  of  which  Vis- 
(•(Hint  Mell)ourne  and  others  of  his  present  colleagues 
were  members,  when  thev  advised  him  to  denounce 
Mr.  O'Connell  in  a  s})eech  from  the  throne  as  a  disturber 
(  f  the  public  peace. ^  If  they  were  justified  in  giving 
that  advice,  his  Majesty's  re])resentative  in  Ireland  can- 
not l)e  jnslilied  in  receiving  Mr  O'Connell  at  public  table  ; 
and  it  may  l)e  added  that  he  received  that  attention 
almost  immediately  after  his  arrival  in  Dublin  from  a 
tour  in  wlii<*h  he  had  aspersed  and  libelled  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  pursued  his  usual  course  of  agitation — a 
course  wliich,  in  his  Majesty's  opinion,  fully  justifies  the 
advice  given  to  him  to  which  he  has  before  adverted. 

The  King  laments  and  de})recates  violent  language 

»  In  1838. 
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against  the  branches  of  the  legislature  and  those  in 
authority,  whatever  may  be  the  quarter  from  which  it 
may  come ;  but  he  appeals  to  Viscount  Melbourne's  goo<l 
sense  and  candour,  whether  the  Government  may  not 
suffer  and  be  committed  in  a  greater  degree  by  libels 
uttered  on  the  constitution  of  the  country,  the  monarchy, 
and  the  two  other  branches  of  legislature  by  '  its  most 
powerful  supporters '  than  by  its  bitterest  opponents  ? 

On  October  13  Lord  Melbourne  wrote  to  Archbishop 
Whately,  asking  to  be  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  I*ro- 
testant  clergy  in  Ireland.  The  Primate's  answer  (dated  Dublin, 
October  IG,  1835)  is  remarkable. 

The  Archbishop  begins  by  congratulating  Lord  Melbourne 
on  his  ecclesiastical  appointments,  '  bestowed  with  a  view  to 
mere  merit,  without  personal  or  political  grounds.'  He  then 
dilates  on  the  state  of  the  Irish  Church  : — 

Your  lordship  asks  how  the  clergy  contrive  to 
exist.  In  some  instances  they  are  left  quite  destitute, 
and  are  relieved  by  a  pittance  out  of  the  liberal  sub- 
scription raised  for  them  in  England.  In  some  instances, 
auain,  they  are  pretty  well  paid ;  but  the  greater  part  of 
them  are,  I  believe,  in  an  intermediate  state — i,e,  a  few 
of  the  landlords  pay  the  composition,  and  the  rest  not. 
Thus,  in  a  livhig  to  which  I  am  just  about  to  present  a 
man,  and  which  is  a  specimen  of  many,  the  proper  in- 
come is  between  200/.  and  300/.,  of  which  a  little  more 
than  80/.  is  paid.  ...  If  the  plan  I  suggested  three 
years  and  a  half  ago  liad  been  then,  or  soon  after, 
adopted — that  of  throwing  together  the  Churcli  re- 
venues into  one  fund,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
ecclesiastical  lioard — and  if  due  advantage  had  been 
taken  of  such  an  arrangement,  the  trou])les  and  distress 
of  the  Church  would  have  been  bv  this  time  nearlv 
over  ;  and  this  most  of  the  clergy  ?ioic  understand.     JJut 


IIOMt:   AFFAIRS  299 

the  Primate  and  some  otliers  succeeded  in  raising  such 
a  strong  suspicion  against  me  as  to  prevent  timely  co- 
operation. With  the  sincerest  wish  for  the  support  of 
the  Estabhshment,  his  mistaken  views,  as  I  am  convhiced 
they  are,  lead  him  to  take  the  very  step  calculated,  in 
my  judgment,  to  accelerate  its  downfall. 

But  the  eyes  of  the  clergy  and  their  friends  are 
opening  more  and  more  to  their  true  interests  ;  they  are 
becoming  sensible  that  the  congregational  system — the 
principle  of  *  the  Baring  clauses  ' — must  become  law 
if  the  Church  establishment  here  is  to  stand  ;  and  I  ex- 
pect that  a  petition  in  favour  of  it  from  the  clergy  will 
be  got  up  against  the  beginning  of  the  session.  The 
measure  would  go  far  towards  cutting  the  intricate  knot 
of  the  *  appropriation.'  A  difference  will  indeed  exist 
between  those  (nearly  all  the  Protestants,  lay  and 
clerical,  in  Ireland,  and  a  very  large  proportion  in 
England)  wlio  deny  that  the  collective  revenues  of  all 
the  lri.sh  livings  exceed  what  is  needed  for  the  collec- 
tive wants  of  the  Hocks,  and  those  who  will  not,  or  who 
cannot^  consent  to  leave  the  revenues  undiminished ;  but 
the  bitterest  (piarrel  was  about  the  suppression  of 
jfiirishes,  and  this  ground  of  dispute  would  be  completely 
cut  off  by  an  arrangement  which  would  do  away  with 
ptiri'shes  altogether,  and  leave  the  distribution  of  the 
collective  revcnuus,  according  to  the  wants  of  the  seve- 
ral congregations,  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the 
Church.  The  abstraction,  then,  of  a  certain  portion  of 
th(*se  revenues  would  be  simply  the  loss  of  so  much 
iivnieii ;  it  would  be — compared  with  the  other  mode  of 
'appropriation' — like  losing  a  few  ounces  of  blood, 
instead  of  having  a  limb  mortified  and  the  mortification 
likely  to  si)read. 

But  I  can   nuike  allowance   for  the  difficulties   of 
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Government  when  opposed,  as  they  must  expect,  on 
the  very  same  point  by  ultra-Tories  and  agitators  ;  the 
one  madly  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  other.  E.g. 
Mr.  Shaw  is  reported  as  having  vehemently  opposed 
the  Baring  clauses ;  and  /  know  that  an  influential 
person  among  the  Eadicals  frankly  avowed  to  a  friend 
of  mine  his  utter  aversion  to  the  plan,  '  because,'  said 
he,  '  it  is  just  the  very  measure  that  will  preserve  the 
Establishment  in  Ireland,  which  /  want  to  see  de- 
stroyed.' Would  that  our  friends  knew  more  or  our 
enemies  less ! 

I  earnestly  hope  that  Ministers  will  not  involve 
themselves  in  difficulties  by  deferring  to  the  last  moment 
the  framing  of  a  Bill  (some  there  must  be  unavoidably) 
for  tlie  settlement  of  tlie  Irish  Church,  and  by  withholding 
confidence  from  those  whom  there  is  no  reason  to  distrust. 

To  the  Archbishop's  proposal  Lord  Melbourne  appears  to 
have  meutioned  some  objections,  to  which  the  Archbishop  replied, 
on  October  21? : — 

...  On  the  whole  I  should  say  that  making  the 
clergy  independent  in  a  pecuniary  view  (dependent 
for  a  pleasant  neighbourhood  they  must  always  be)  of 
their  congregations  {i.e.  of  all  their  parishioners,  as  they 
mnc  are  of  most)  would  be  a  great  benefit  in  respect  of 
[the  better  class]  of  clergymen ;  and  in  regard  to  the 
worst  [those  who  look  chiefly  to  monetary  considera- 
tions] would  do  no  evil,  since  it  would  only  change  one 
kind  of  fault  for  another,  and  not  a  worse— servile 
thnidity  or  noxious  flattery  for  insolence  or  negligence. 

Ikit  the  circumstances  I  just  mentioned  [the  depen- 
dence of  manv  Protestant  cler<rvmen  on  Koman  Catholic 
j)arishi()ners]  are  so  decisive  as  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned 
that  I  need  not  dwell  further  on  more  general  reasons. 

As  for  the  other  two  objections,  as  it  is  unnecessary 
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to  prove  to  your  lordship  that  they  are  futile,  so  it  is 
not  difficiilt  to  meet  them  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
all  who  may  urge  them  with  sincerity  and  are  open  to 
convictioji ;  the  rest  may  he,  perhaps,  silenced,  though 
never  satisfied. 

1.  The  clergy,  from  being  stipendiaries  of  their 
parishioners — who  are  mostly  hostile  to  their  religion — 
will  become  stij)endiaries  of  an  ecclesiastical  Board,  con- 
sisting of  respectable  individuals  belonging  to  their  com- 
nuniion.  If  anyone  (*an  deliberately  prefer  the  former,  he 
nnist  have  been  reading  of  liomulus  and  Eemus  suckled 
by  the  wolf,  till  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
wolf  is  the  very  best  wet-nurse.  As  for  separating  the 
(*lergy  from  tlie  land,  I  have  really  nothing  to  say  but 
tliat  it  is  not  fields  but  human  beings  upon  which  our 
culture  is  bestowed.  I  remarked  before  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners, three  and  a  half  years  ago,  how  lamentable  it 
was  that,  under  tlie  tithe  system,  as  buildings  increase 
and  cover  what  were  cornfields,  tlie  revenues  of  the 
clergyman  are  regularly  diminishing,  exactly  in  the 
ratio  that  the  services  required  of  him  increase. 

2.  The  principle  of  conferring  a  benefit  on  esichspot, 
in  consideration  of  the  revenue  drawn  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  s})()t,  leads  to  such  a  long  tissue  of  absurd- 
ities, and  some  of  them  so  palpable,  that  I  think  those 
of  the  widest  swallow  w^ould  choke  at  some  of  them. 


l)ounie  to 
Dr.  Bur- 
geAH 


I  HWK  the  honour  of  acknowledging  your  lord- 
ship's letter  of  yesterday,  together  with  the  pub- 
[uuibu  "^^  lication  which  accompanies  it.*  I  return  your 
Btrei"'"^  lordship  my  sincere  thanks,  and  shall  pay  the 
Novoni»)er    inoyi  scrious  attcutiou  to  the  observations  which 

V,  lHo5. 

*  A  copy  of  a  printed  letter  on  Lord  Melbourne's  speech  on  the  Irish 
Titlie  Bill. " 
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your  lordship  lias  done  me  the  honour  of  addressing 
me.  It  is  no  more  tlian  due  both  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject  and  to  the  eminence  of  your  lordship's 
character. 

As  I  perceive,  however,  by  the  first  page,  that  your 
lordship  has,  very  naturally,  only  seen  the  report  which 
appeared  in  the  pul)lic  journals,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit 
to  your  lordship  a  correct  copy  of  tlie  speech  which  I 
delivered  upon  that  occasion.  Your  lordship  will  ob- 
serve that  in  what  I  stated  of  the  identitv  of  the  main 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith,  as  professed  by  the 
Eoman  Catholic  and  Protestant  Churches,  I  carefully 
gi'ounded  myself  upon  what  had  fallen  a  day  or  two 
before  from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  I  mav  have  misstated  or  overstated  his  Gra(*e, 
I  may  have  omitted  some  qualifications  and  distinctions 
that  he  introduced  ;  but  I  intended  to  repeat  the  sul)- 
stance  of  what  the  Archbishop  had  said  without  omission 
or  addition. 

The  sentiment  that  the  Eoman  Catholic  religion 
ought  not  to  be  treated  like  a  superstition  founded 
up(m  imposture  or  disgraced  by  barbarism,  is  taken 
from  a  book  of  great  power  and  piety,  lately  published, 
entitled  the  '  Eemains  of  Alexander  Knox,'  and  to  which 
your  lordship's  attention  may  pro])ably  have  been  drawn. 
I  have  written  this  much  tliat  I  mav  lose  no  time  in 

ft 

exonerating  myself  in  your  lordship's  opinicm  from 
having  spoken  upon  such  a  subject  without  cimsidera- 
tion  or  witliout  authoritv. 

T1h»  chief  matter  for  consideration  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  recess  was  the  JiOrd  Chancellorship,  which  obviously  could 
not  be  lt»rt  much  lon<rer  in  commission,  l^'fore  nuitters  were 
settled,  Lord  M«»lbourne  had  a  diflicult  correspondt»nce  with  the 
Attorney-(ieneral,  who  was  by  no  means  backward  in  pressing 
liis  claims. 


HOME  AFFAIRS  303 

Lord  Mel-  ^  RECKiVED  vour  letter  yesterday  morning  at 
sS^joh^  Woburn  Abbey,  and  was  prevented  by  my 
pSi^"*  journey  hither  from  answering  it,  as  I  other- 
&^Jcember  ^'^^^  sliould  have  done,  by  the  post  of  yesterday 
81, 1835.  evening.  You  will  give  me  credit  for  sincerity 
when  I  assure  you  that  I  have  read  it  with  great  pain. 
I  feel  convinced  that  you  are  actuated  by  the  purest 
and  most  lionourable  principles ;  1  entirely  appreciate 
vour  devotion  to  what  vou  consider  the  right  cause,  and 
the  services  which  you  have  rendered,  and  I  feel  con- 
vinced that,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  this  unfortu- 
nate correspondence,  your  political  conduct  will  remain 
unaffected  by  any  feelings  of  anger  or  disappointment. 
I  had,  I  own,  entertained  a  sanguine  expectation  that 
the  peculiarities  of  the  present  time,  and  of  our  actual 
situation,  would  have  induced  you  to  acquiesce  in  the 
arrangement  wliich  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
pro])C)8e.  You  say  you  do  not  mean  to  reason  the 
matter  with  me,  and  it  would  be  presumptuous  if  I 
were  to  attempt  to  reason  it  with  you,  who  are  so  much 
more  famihar  with  the  whole  subject.  I  will  only  ob- 
serve that,  with  respect  to  tlie  separation  of  Law  and 
Ixpiity,  I  have  often  lieard  others  express  the  same 
opinion  as  yourself;  but  still  the  separation  has  gone  on, 
estabhshing  and  defining  itself  more  and  more  distinctly, 
until  it  has  become  complete,  and,  however  we  may 
lament  or  condemn,  we  must  vield  to  the  irresistible 
tendencv  of  events  and  accommodate  ourselves  to  those 

ft- 

cinunnstances  which  we  find  in  existence  and  which  we 
cannot  change.^  With  regard  to  the  honour  of  the  Bar, 
&(».,  the  principal  object  which  we  have  to  bear  in  view 

*  Tlic  real  reason  was,  not  that  Sir  John  Campbell  was  a  common 
lawyer,  but  that  the  Kinj?  objected  to  him  in  toto;  but,  of  course,  Lord 
Melbourne  could  hardlv  mention  it. 
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is  the  public  welfare,  the  benefit  of  the  litigant  parties, 
the  due  adiuiiiistration  of  justice ;  and  much  as  I  re- 
spect the  profession  of  the  law,  I  cannot  hold  that  their 
opinions  and  feelings  are  to  be  taken  into  account,  ex- 
cept inasmuch  as  they  are  founded  in  reason  and  are 
evidence  of  the  convenience  or  inconvenience  of  the 
course  which  they  eitlier  approve  or  condemn. 

I  have  only  to  repeat  my  exi)ression  of  the  deej) 
sorrow  with  which  I  have  read  your  letter,  to  ex])ress 
my  strong  hope  that  you  will  reconsider  it,  and  at  any 
rate  that  you  will  not  act  in  the  matter  with  anything 
of  haste  and  precipitaticm. 

ix^rdMei-  n^s  Majesty  will  naturally  have  been  some- 
si^^H^b^rt  ^^'l^^^t,  suri)rised  at  so  long  a  time  having  been 
South'*  suffered  to  elaj)se  without  his  hearing  any  more 
June  12  ^^  ^^^^  arrangements  respecrting  the  Great  Seal, 
i«36.  of  whi(*h  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  his 
Majesty's  ap})robation.  The  fact  is  that  some  of  the 
obstacles  which  were  foreseen  have  arisen,  and  I  liave 
been  engaged  in  attempting  to  remove  them.  Lord 
Urougham  lias  made  no  objecticm  whatever,  and,  indeed, 
the  state  of  his  health  is  such  as  to  preclude  him  from 
attending  much  at  present  to  public  affairs,  but  quiet 
and  repose  will  restore  him,  and  with  his  recovery  his 
activitv  must  be  expected  to  return.  The  feelinsrs  of 
the  Attorney-(ieneral  have  been  much,  and  perhaps  not 
unnaturallv,  excited.  It  certainlv  has  been  usual  that 
persons  in  his  situation  should  receive  the  offer  of  such 
great  oflices  as  an*  now  vacant,  and  nothing  ])ut  a  deep 
sense  of  pul)Hc  duty,  and  a  feeling  that  a  change  of 
system  has  become  necessary,  would  have  induced  me 
to  have  altered  the  usual  course  upon  the  j)resent  occa- 
sion ;  and  perhaps  it  is,  though  unavoidal^le,  somewhat 
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unfortunate  that  this  alteration  takes  place  in  the  person 
of  Sir  John  Campbell,  who  is  undoubtedly  the  first 
common  law}'er  in  Westminster  Hall.  His  loss,  under 
any  circumstances,  would  be  severely  felt  by  his  Majesty's 
Government ;  under  the  present  circumstances  it  would 
l>e  still  more  prejudicial ;  and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  his 
Majesty  will  forgive  me  for  having  taken  rather  extra- 
ordinary measures  in  order  to  retain  him  by  pledging 
myself  to  advise  his  Majesty,  if  he  w^ill  remain  Attorney- 
General,  to  raise  Lady  Campbell  immediately  to  the 
peerage.  This,  though  an  unusual,  is  not  an  unprece- 
dented course.  It  was  taken,  1  understand,  in  tlie  case 
of  Lord  Mansfield,  when  it  was  desirable  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  retain  him  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  think  that  I  have  acted  for  the  best,  and  will 
enable  me  to  fulfil  the  undertaking  into  which  I  have 
entered.  This  being  settled,  the  arrangements  may  be 
declared,  and  I  will  again  write  regardhigthe  mode  and 
time  of  carryuig  them  into  effect.  I  should  be  most 
anxious  to  receive  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  answer. 

Lord  Mill-  I'T  ^^^^  occurred  to  me  that  in  the  loose  obser- 
wTmoi-  vat  ions  I  threw  out  yesterday  in  reference  to 
Pri\"te.  y^^"^  enquiry  as  to  the  present  state  of  the 
Febrimr  <^ountry,  I  did  not  make  sufficiently  obvious 
23  :i«3«].  ^]^(»  extent  to  which  all  serious  offences  have  at 
present  diiiiini.shed,  whilst  I  dwelt  much  upon  my  own 
conviction  that,  as  some  of  the  causes  of  disturbance 
were  permanent,  its  occasional  and  partial  recurrence 
nuist  still  be  expected.  But  there  is  nothing  like  figures 
upon  this  sort  of  question,  and  to  show  that  some  im- 
])rovement  has  taken  i)lace  in  the  general  condition  of 
th(?  country,  and  that  all  serious  offences,  those  arising 

*x 
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from  combination  for  land  as  well  as  for  political  causes, 
have  been  much  reduced,  I  went  over  again  this  morn- 
ing for  your  ])enefit  the  monthly  returns  for  the  four 
provinces  for  the  month  of  January  (one  month  later 
than  my  last  letter  to  John  Eussell  on  this  subject),  and 
I  find  that,  of  the  second  table,  containing  all  *  Outrages 
of  a  murderous  or  political  character,  or  having  intimi- 
dation for  their  object,  or  resulting  from  combination^  the 
number  in  the  whole  of  Ireland  for  the  whole  of  Januarv 
1835  was  709,  for  January  183G  308  ;  and  if  one  de- 
ducts 100  from  the  former  number  on  account  of  the 
burnings  of  Loughgall  in  the  county  of  Armagh — which 
swelled  the  returns  for  the  province  of  Ulster  unusually 
in  that  month  last  v(\ir — still,  the  total  reduction  from 
six  hundred  to  three  mav  fairlv  be  stated  at  one-half 
of  the  whole  crime  of  this  description  in  the  country. 
This  also  including  a  temporary  increase  of  a  third, 
from  sixty  to  ninety,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  which 
was  at  its  worst  in  the  month  of  Januarv,  the  returns 
for  the  first  fortnight  of  this  month  showhig  a  most 
marked  improvement.  We  have  this  morning  received 
accounts  from  ilajor  Wriothesley,  connnanding  a  de- 
tachment in  that  county,  of  the  capture  of  a  whole 
armed  gang  of  eleven  men,  witli  the  great  leader  of  the 
whole  banditti,  a  'Captain  Long'  as  he  is  called.  I 
trust  that  this  will  have  excellent  effect. 

Tlu*  s<»ssioii  of  18-3()  was  not  product ivt»  of  much  legislation. 
The  Irish  Tithe  Bill  was  again  lost,  through  the  rejection  of  the 
Appropriation  clauses  by  the  House  of  Lords.  The  following 
letter  relates  to  the  regulations  affecting  the  building  of  new 
churches  : — 

T^»rciMei-    TuK  chiuscs  arc  erased  from  the  Uill,  and  there- 
totho         fore  then*  is  an  end  of  them  ;  but  I  am  a  little 

Arrh-  .        ^  ,   ,  .  ,  t 

i.i^hopof     8urpris(Hl    at    your  olgections    to   tliem,    as    1 
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Dnbiin.  thought  it  had  been  one  of  your  principles  that 
tila.  ^"  all  authority,  liowever  high,  either  in  station  or 
lueet.  in  talent,  required  superintendence  and  check. 
188h"^*  ^^'  For  God's  sake  be  upon  your  guard  against  idola, 
wiiether  of  situation  or  of  occupation.  Wlien  people 
get  employed  in  any  pursuit,  and  more  particularly  in 
that  of  church  building,  glebe-house  building,  school 
erecting,  &c.  &c.,  they  are  apt  to  lose  sight  of  every 
other  consideration  except  the  promotion  of  these  im- 
mediate objects.  This  is  apt  to  lead  to  too  exclusive 
projects,  and  in  order  to  correct  this  disposition  nothing 
is  so  effectual  as  the  revision  of  a  fresh  eye.  In  the 
past  history  of  the  world  no  feehngs  have  been  more 
extravagant  and  expensive,  nor  have  imposed  heavier 
burthens  upon  mankhid,  than  those  of  piety  and  charity, 
and  none  require  to  be  more  carefully  watched  in 
future. 

A  similar  fate  attended  the  Irish  Municipal  Corporation 
Bill,  which  had  been  introduced  in  the  previous  session  and  then 
dropped.  When  it  was  first  introduced  the  King  had  raised 
considerable  obj tactions  to  the  measure. 

ViscorxT  Mp:lbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 
umnw.  to  to  vour  ^lajestv,  and  is  much  concerned  to 
Downing  hear  fi'om  Lord  John  Kussell  that  your  Majesty 
Auj^niHtir,,   has    remarked    with   dissatisfaction   upon  the 

Bill  for  the  regulation  of  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions haviiitr  l)een  introduced  into  the  House  of  Com- 

« 

mons  without  havin^^  been  first  submitted  to  your 
Maiestv.  Viscount  Melbourne  chiefly  laments  that 
this  omission,  for  which  lie  is  solely  responsible,  took 
place,  and  lu^  is  well  aware  that  the  different  circum- 
stanc(\s  of  the  (Countries  made  the  English  measure 
not  ]w»cossarily  a  precedent  for  that  which  it  may  be 

X  2 
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fit  to  adopt  in  Ireland.  Viscount  Melbourne  humbly 
solicits  your  Majesty's  indulgence  for  this  neglect, 
which  is  to  be  attributed,  to^jether  with  any  other  of 
which  he  may  have  been  guilty,  to  the  extreme  and 
urgent  pressure  of  business.  The  report  upon  this  sub- 
ject proves  that,  as  far  as  abuse  was  concerned,  some 
measure  of  this  nature  was  much  more  urgently  re- 
quired in  Ireland  than. in  England,  some  measure  must 
be  adopted  and  cannot  long  be  postponed,  and  Viscount 
Melbourne  trusts  that  the  measure  which  has  been 
introduced  will  be  found  to  be  safe  and  prudent ;  but 
Viscount  Melbourne  would  be  deceiving  your  Majesty 
if  he  were  to  conceal  that  any  measure  remedial  of  the 
present  system  must  of  necessity  add  to  the  power  and 
weiglit  of  those  who  constitute  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  tliat  country. 

The  Kin^r   has   learnt   with   satisfaction   from 

The  King  .  '^ 

to  Lord       Viscount  Melbourne's   letter  of  yesterday,   as 

Melbourne.  *  * 

Windsor      well   as   from   Lord   John   Eussells,  that   his 
Au-iiKtio,   Majesty's  letters  to  the  latter  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  Municipal  CorjK)- 
rations  in  Ireland  had  been  connnunicated  to  him. 

Ilis  Majesty  assures  Viscount  Melbourne  that  he  en- 
tirely acquits  him  of  the  disposition,  upon  this  or  any 
occasion,  to  omit  to  submit  any  measure  to  him  wliich 
may  rc([uire  his  sanction  before  it  is  l)rought  under 
discussion,  or  to  witlihold  information  which  it  is  neces- 
sary liis  Majesty  should  possess  with  the  view  to  the 
lioiK'st  and  conscientious  discharge  of  his  own  duty, 
'riic  King  is  sensible  of  the  extent  and  tlie  importance 
of  Viscount  Melbourne's  arduous  and  harassing  o<m*u- 
l)ations,  and  he  is  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect 
that   his    yaluabh*   time    should  be   wasted  in  conuuu- 
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iiications  and  explanations  which  may  be  considered 
inmiateriah 

But  the  proposed  regulation  of  the  municipal  cor- 
porations of  the  United  Kingdom  is  one  of  the  most 
important  measures  which  has  at  any  time  been  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  sovereign  of  this  country 
and  of  the  two  other  branches  of  the  legislature,  and  it 
involves  radical  changes  (his  Majesty  does  not  mean  to 
apply  the  word  invidiously)  which  affect  prerogative, 
privileges,  and  local  rights  of  the  most  ancient  dates. 

The  King  has  always  looked  upon  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne as  a  firm  supporter  of  the  Constitutional 
Monarchv  of  this  countrv,  and  he  believes  him  to  be  a 
Conservative  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  and  to  as 
great  a  degree  as  is  his  Majesty  liimself ;  though  candour 
obliges  him  to  own  that  he  does  not  give  credit  to  all 
his  colleagues  for  the  same  feeling,  and  still  less  so  to 
many  of  those  upon  whose  votes  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons the  Government  is  unfortunately  obliged  to  rely 
for  adequate  support.  It  is  to  these  circumstances,  as 
well  as  to  an  impression,  and  possibly  a  very  reasonable 
one,  wliich  his  Majesty  conceives  Viscount  Melbourne 
may  harbour  of  the  nec^essity  of  yielding  in  some 
degree  to  the  '  spirit  of  the  times,'  that  his  Majesty 
ascril)es  the  concurrence  of  Viscount  Melbourne  in 
measures  of  wliicli  the  cluiracter  may  not  appear  to  him 
alt ogetlier  consistent  with  the  high  Conservative  feelings 
for  which  he  gives  him  credit. 

Tli(*  Kiuii  stated  to  Lord  John  Russell  that  the  Irish 
Municipal  Corporation  Bill  had  been  brought  to  a 
second  reading  without  having  been  submitted  to  him 
(nor  has  his  ^lajesty  yet  seen  it),  and  Lord  John  Russell 
replied  that  Viscount  ^lelbourne  had  considered  it 
unnecessary  to  bring  it  under  his  Majesty's  notice,  as 
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the  general  character  and  provisions  of  the  two  Bills 
were  similar.  But  his  Majesty  observed  in  reply  (Vis- 
count Melbourne  appears  to  admit  this),  that  the  differ- 
ent circumstances  of  the  two  countries  must  render  the 
English  measure  in  many  respects  inapplicable  to 
Ireland. 

No  person  can  feel  this  more  deeply  than  does  the 
King,  no  man  can  lament  more  sincerely  than  he  does 
that  the  state  of  Ireland  should  differ  so  essentially  from 
that  of  England,  and  that  abuses  have  been  shown  to 
})revail  in  Ireland  which  call  for  remedial  measures, 
general  and  local,  nmch  more  urgently  than  in  England, 
liut  this  is  the  very  ground  of  his  Majesty's  anxiety  for 
the  adoption  of  measures  which  shall  be  safe  and  pru- 
dent, as  well  as  efficient ;  and  that  anxiety  is  not  a  little 
increased  by  a  contemplation  of  the  necessity  to  which 
Viscount  Melbourne  has  adverted  of  adding,  by  any 
measures  remedial  of  the  present  system,  to  the  power 
and  weight  of  those  who  constitute  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  that  country — namely,  the  Eoman  Catholics. 

The  King  has  never  admitted  any  prejudice  against 
that  portion  of  his  subjects.  lie  believes  them  to  be  in 
sj)irit,  and  from  tlie  nature  of  their  religious  doctrine 
and  principles,  as  loyal  and  as  well  affected  as  any  other 
class — nay,  he  believes  them,  when  not  subject  to  the 
inlkience  of  a  mischievous  agitation,  to  be  better  in- 
clined to  royalty,  and  to  the  sup])()rt  of  established 
authoritv,  than  the  <jfeneralitv  of  other  Dissenters  from 
the  Estal)lished  Church.  But  when  his  Majestv  looks 
to  tlie  infhience  which  is  at  tliis  p(M*iod  exercised  l)y 
]^Ir.  I).  ()X\)nnell,  the  declared  advocate  of  li(»peal  of 
the  Union  and  of  separation  between  Church  andStat(», 
tlie  exciter  and  ])ronioter  of  re^istanci*  to  legal  au- 
th(.ritv,  when  he  looks    to  the  active  exertions  of  his 
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coadjutors  and  agents  in  these  works  of  iniquity,  it  is 
impossible  that  his  Majesty  should  not  also  contemplate 
with  apprehension  the  extension  to  Ireland  of  any 
measure  of  popular  character  which  may  tend  to  con- 
solidate and  to  strengthen  the  power  and  the  influence, 
not  of  the  Government,  but  of  those  who  ynsh  to  sub- 
vert it  and  to  destroy  also  the  Established  Church ;  and 
he  repeats  to  Viscount  Melbourne  that  he  could  not 
help  noticing  with  suspicion  and  dread  the  exultation 
manifested  by  Mr.  D.  O'Connell  and  his  clique  when 
they  became  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
for  the  regulation  of  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland. 
The  King  has  never  objected  to  the  admission  of  his 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Ireland  to  civil  rights  and 
privileges,  but  he  is  conscious  that  all  that  tends  to 
increase  their  power  and  weight  should  be  introduced 
with  extreme  caution,  and  that  great  attention  should 
be  paid  to  tlie  reservation  of  the  means  of  controlling 
the  use  of  that  power,  and  of  checking  its  abuse,  so  long 
as  Mr.  O'Connell  shall  unfortunately  succeed  in  per- 
verting the  minds  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  and  of  directing  them  to  purposes  opposed  to 
allegiance  and  inconsistent  with  the  welfare  of  that 
country  and  the  security  of  the  empire. 

During  the  session  the  one-sided  character  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commission  caused  Lord  Melbourne  some  misgivings,  and 
lie  wrote  on  the  subject  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
13r.  Howley: — 

p^,„^i^  I  THINK  it  likely,  and  uideed  it  has  been  sug- 
jineau  gesled  to  me,  that  upcm  the  consideration  of 
iti^m.  ^]j^»    general  Bill   in  the   House  of  Commons 

serious  ol)je(*ti(m  may  be  taken  to  that  part  of  it  which 
constitutes  tlie  present  Ecclesiastical  Commission  a  per- 
manent body  for  carrvin<i  into  effect  the  whole  of  the 
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intended  measures.^  It  is  certainly  rather  a  strong; 
measure  to  delegate  sucli  an  authority,  even  thoujrh  it 
be  confined  to  certain  settled  and  specified  purposes, 
and  the  persons  who  are  to  exercise  this  power  will, 
undoubtedly,  be  considered  and  scrutinised  wnth  great 
jealouvsy ;  and  those  who  are  Commissioners  by  virtue 
of  their  ofllce,  it  will  be  said,  may  be  removed  at  any 
moment,  and  i)rol)ably  will  be  changed  before  the  Com- 
mission shall  have  discharged  the  duties  which  are 
intrusted  to  it. 

Their  names,  therefore,  afford  us  no  permanent  secu- 
rit  V,  and  wlien  thev  are  <rone  the  rest  of  the  Commission 
will  remain  entirely  of  one  cast  and  colour  of  opinion 
and  character.  This  is  an  olvjection  which  appears  to 
me  to  have  some  weiglit  in  itself,  and  which  will  cer- 
tainly exercise  a  considera])le  influence  upcm  the  opinion 
of  nianv :  and  it  is  therefore  worth  while  to  consider 
whether  there  are  no  means  of  o])viating  it.  With  this 
view  it  might,  perhaps,  l)e  advisa])le  to  introduce  some 
other  names,  lay  and  clerical,  which  might  vary  in  some 
degree  the  general  com])lexion  of  the  Connnission,  and 
enable  it  to  command  that  assent  and  confidence  which 
some  might  not  l)e  disposed  to  j)lace  in  it.  I  wish 
your  Grace  would  consider  this  matter,  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  of  importance  with  reference  to  the  success 
of  the  measure. 

The  session,  as  a  whole,  was  a  faihire.  owing  to  tlie  unrelent- 
ing hostility  of  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Lonls.  The 
(rovernment  could  only  set  off  the  passing  of  the  English  Tithe 
Commutation  Act,  the  MaiTiage  Act,  and  the  reduction  of  the 
paper  duties  against  the  loss  of  the  Irish  Tithe  Bill,  the  Irish 
^funicipal  CorjX)rati(m  Hill,  and  tin*  En»rlish  (^or|)oration 
Amendment  Bill.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  Ministers,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  session  there  was  considerable  force  in   l-.on.l 

*  The  Tithe  Coninnitatioii  Bill,  which  became  law  in  ihat  session. 
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Melbourne's  application  to  Lord  Lyndhurst  of  the  Earl  of 
Bristors  saying  about  Lord  Stratford :  *  The  malignity  of  his 
practices  is  hugely  aggravated  by  his  vast  talents,  whereof 
God  hath  given  him  the  use,  but  the  Devil  the  application.' 
They  seriously  debated  whether  it  was  possible  to  go  on  in 
face  of  an  actively  hostile  majority,*  but  though  an  autumn 
session  was  decided  as  being  out  of  the  question,  they  again 
confronted  their  enemies  in  the  spring  of  1837. 

j^,jj  I  IIAVK  this  moniiiig  received  yours  of  the  28th 
Sd'"''  ultimo.  The  matter  stands  thus.  When  the 
colifidon'!'  Government  was  formed  a  certain  number  of 
BrLket  iiames  were  mentioned  to'  me,  to  the  promo- 
oc\oix}ri  ^^^^^  ^^^  whom  there  would  be  permanent  and 
it*3o.  decided  objection,  and  amongst  these  names  was 

included  that  of  Shiel.  I,  of  course,  protested  against 
this  exclusion,  and  said  that  I  reserved  the  right  to 
Ijring  any  one  of  tliese  names  under  (consideration ;  and 
so  the  matter  was  adjusted,  or  rather  left  as  a  subject 
of  future  diflcren(X\  Now  I  think  that  vou  will  a^ree 
with  me  that  in  these  circumstances  I  should  not  be 
justified  in  advancing  any  of  these  persons,  or  in  suffer- 
ing them  to  be  advanced  by  any  member  of  my  Govern- 
ment, without  giving  notice  of  the  intention,  and  bring- 
ing their  names  specially  under  consideration.  Now 
the  ({uestion  is,  whether  it  is  prudent  to  stir  this  ques- 
tion at  present  and  hi  this  instance.  The  impression 
will  be  that  one  of  these  names  has  been  brought  for- 
ward ali'eady,  and  I  shall  have  the  same  take  place  with 
resp(^ct  to  all  the  rest,  one  after  another.  But  then  you 
will  say,  although  you  protest  against  this  principle  of 
exclusion,  you,  in  fact,  admit  it,  and  give  it  full  prac- 
tical ellcct.  Ihit  the  question  is  one  of  present  prudence. 
I  am  aware  that  it  must  come  to  be  decided  at  last,  and 

'  Lord  Broxiglit oil's  '  Uccollectious,'  in  the  Edinburgh  Review, 


314  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

there  is  nothing  I  dislike  so  much  as  this  deferring  and 
temporising ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  sometimes  wise  and, 
indeed,  necessary.  This  point  of  the  Irish  Eoraan 
Cathohcs  and  the  Church  in  Ireland  is  that  upon  which 
we  are  the  weakest  in  England,  upon  which  we  have  the 
strongest  feeling  agahist  us,  and  upon  which  it  would 
be  the  most  disadvantageous  to  us  to  come  to  issue. 
But  the  state  of  the  Irish  Bar  being  such  as  you  report 
it,  to  an  issue  upon  it  we  shall  come ;  as  I  quite  agree 
with  you  that  the  passing  over  the  Attorney-  and 
Solicitor-General  ^  now  is  only  getting  rid  of  the  diffi- 
culty for  the  present,  and  that  we  must  ultimately,  and 
probably  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  insist  upon  pro- 
moting those  who  are  best  qualified  for  it  by  their  pro- 
fessional eminence  without  reference  to  their  religious 
creed. 

What  you  say  of  the  Bar  presents  rather  a  prospect 
of  difficulty,  because,  if  there  are  no  Protestant  Liberal 
barristers  fit  to  fill  the  high  law  offices,  there  are,  of 
course,  none  fit  for  seats  upon  the  Bench ;  and  yet,  if 
we  remain  in,  we  must  expect  vacancies.  I  wish  you 
would  just  give  me  a  short  statement  of  those  who  are 
at  present  the  leading  advocates  at  the  Irish  Bar,  with 
a  statement  of  their  character,  politi(\il  and  otherwise. 
What  character  has  Shiel  in  his  professicm  ?  Is  he  con- 
sidered a  competent  lawyer?  When  Liverpool's  ad- 
ministration were  not,  indeed,  in  a  similar  situation 
in  Scotland,  but  in  something  of  a  similar  situation  to 
that  in  which  we  are  in  Ireland — that  is,  when  thev 
had  no  lawyers  of  their  own  politics  fit  for  the  liench, 
tliey  took  ihn  most  eminent  persons — such  as  Gillies 
and  Moncrielfe — from  the  ranks  of  their  opponents  ;  and 

*  Mr.  O'liOj^hlon,  tlic*  first  Koman  Catholic  who  had  received  oftice 
since  the  Kevolutioii. 
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I  do  not  believe  that  their  course  was  very  much  con- 
demned by  theh-  own  partisans.  This,  however,  cannot 
be  done — even  if  there  are  the  means  of  doing  it — in 
Ireland  nor  in  the  present  times.  Upon  the  whole  I 
think  it  would  be  imprudent  to  press  this  at  present ; 
but  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  worse  to 
put  him  off*,  and  that  you  cannot  make  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  otherwise,  I  will  consider  the  matter 
further.  With  respect  to  the  Bench,  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  best  to  do  our  utmost  to  avoid 
difficulties  at  present  by  adopting  the  arrangement 
which  you  suggested  in  your  former  letter,  leaving  the 
l)attle  to  be  fought  upon  the  next  occasion,  which  can- 
not be  very  far  distant. 

As  I  have  quite  made  up  my  own  mind,  I  think 
MeiiKiurno  it  bcst  to  ac(7uamt  vou  that  i  have  clone  so.     1 

to  Mr.  * 

Poniott  have  considered  the  (question  as  coolly  and  im- 
south  '  partially  as  I  could,  and  not  without  a  due 
January      sciise  of  its  importance,  and  I  still   feel  and 

11   18t)7 

think  that  I  cannot  give  way  upon  this  point 
of  making  the  Ballot  an  open  cpiestion.  We  have  never 
laid  great  stress  upon  it  nor  very  much  pressed  to  vote 
a'iainst  it  those  who  had  declared  themselves  for  it.  I 
am  ready  to  conduct  the  Government,  in  this  respect, 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted,  but  I 
cannot  now  make  any  alteration.  I  should  feel  myself 
disgiaced  by  doing  so,  and  should  not  be  able  to  reply 
to  those  observations  which  1  feel  would  be  justly  made 
ui)on  me. 

The  same    I  M KAN  tliat  everything  should  stand  exactly 

to  tho  •  T   1  1  *  P        '  1 

Hiiiio.  as  it  tlid,  and  you,  oi  course,  amongst  the  rest, 
stn-rt,  precisely  in  the  same  position  which  you  so 
iil/ibaT.      exactly  describe;  that  no  alteration  should  be 
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made  now  and  under  tlie  present  circumstances.  I  feel 
that  I  could  not  bear  up  against — not  the  obloquy,  but 
the  just  accusation  of  doing  so,  and  I  do  not  think 
that,  when  they  come  to  try  it,  others  would  find  that 
they  could  either. 

It  may,  as  you  say,  be  fatal  to  the  Government.  It 
probably  will ;  and  that  consideration  has  made  me 
pause  so  long,  liut  so,  I  am  convinced,  would  the 
other  course ;  and  with  disgrace. 

Meanwhile  a  great  meeting  of  Protestants  had  assembled  at 
Dublin  and  denounced  the  policy  of  the  Government.  It  was 
evidently  with  great  difficulty  that  Lord  Melbourne  prevented 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  from  resorting  to  measures  of  retaliation. 


MollKiumo 
t<)  Lord 
Mulj^rttve. 
South 


ix>rd  I  ^^  obliged  to  start  on  Saturday  morning  for 
Brighton  before  the  post  came  in,  and  therefore 
did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  2r)th  until 
jlnurtr  ^'^^^  evening,  and  upon  my  return  I  found  your 
»o,  ib37.  i^j^TQ  other  letters,  but  too  late  to  write  upon 
them  by  the  mail  of  yesterday.  The  matter  which  you 
mention  in  them  is  of  great  importance,  and  ought  to 
be  proceeded  on  deliberately  and  without  any  appear- 
ance of  precipitation  or  passion ;  it  will  require  that  the 
re.'-olation  should  be  read  with  great  care,  which  I  shall 
not  have  time  to  do  until  after  to-morrow.  It  will  not 
do  to  proceed  uponanytliingof  the  past  in  the  speeches, 
nor  ui)on  anything  in  the  resolutions  except  the  inten- 
tional allegation  of  false  facets.  False  inferences  from 
facts  all  men  are  liable  to  draw.  There  are,  however, 
one  or  two  observations  which  I  wisli  to  make  at 
present.  It  is  a  matter  of  too  great  magnitude  for  you 
to  act  in,  although  you  may  liave  the  ])o\ver,  without  the 
kiiowh^lge  and  sauclion  of  tlie  King.  It  would  be  not 
only  improper,  but  it  would  be  the  height  of  iniiK)li<T 
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to  do  so.  The  King  is  the  fairest  man  in  the  worhl 
when  matters  are  laid  fairly  before  him,  but  he  is 
naturally  and  justly  impatient  of  anything  resembling 
an  attemi)t  to  carry  him  into  measures  clandestinely, 
and  without  his  knowledge  or  consent.  It  must  also  be 
considered  that,  if  you  take  strong  measures  against  the 
temporary  and  occiusional  meetings,  you  will  be  much 
pressed,  and  in  a  manner  difficult  to  be  resisted,  to  pro- 
C3ed  against  tlie  Association,^  a  body  of  a  pennanent 
character,  and  in  which  very  violent  resolutions  have 
been  adopted.  There  can  hardly  be  a  proceeding 
more  unjustifiable,  whether  considered  personally  or  as 
a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  Parliamentary  debate, 
than  the  resolution  which  that  assembly  passed  against 
Lvndhurst. 

Again,  you  must  remember  that  John  Eussell,  in 
the  del)ate  upon  the  Orange  lodges,- distinctly  said  that, 
if  the  Pi-otestants  have  any  complaints  to  make,  let 
them  not  meet  in  these  secret  societies,  but  let  them 
call  piil)lic  constitutional  meetings,  there  state  what 
they  concc^ive  to  be  their  wrongs,  and  petition  the 
Throne  and  the  Tarliament  for  the  redress  of  them. 
This  is  (»xactly  what  these  persons  have  done,  and  we 
have  always  held  that  tlie  exercise  of  the  ri<dit  of 
j)etitioiiing  should  not  be  looked  into  with  too  much 
strictness  and  nicety.  The  objection  to  the  Orange 
lodL'cs  was  that  tliev  were  secret,  and  then  their  bein<? 
exclusive  was  an  a<rirravation  of  their  danger.  But  it 
is  a  necessary  constitutional  right  that  classes  of  people 
should  \w  al)le  to  meet  together  and  discuss  their  own 

'  Tlio  Xationjil  Associ.ation,  wliirh,  thouprh  established  nominally  to 
Ijotitinii  Parli.uiH'iit  for  the  piissinj^  of  the  Irish  Tithe  and  Miinieipal 
l)ills,  was  riall.v  tht?  (»M  As8«K*iati<)n  in  another  shape. 

'  'J  lu*  irr(  at  (Irbaics  on  the  Orange  loilges  were  in  1835,  but  the  quee- 
lioii  was  rt'iU'Wtd  in  1h;{<), 
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particular  interests — trades,  persons  engaged  in  specula- 
tions, &c.  The  Dissenters  might  meet  to  consider  their 
own  complaints,  and  it  would  be  verj'  reasonable  that 
they  should  not  be  troubled  at  such  a  meeting  \sdtli  the 
presence  of  Churchmen,  who  are  opposed  to  the  very 
object  of  the  meeting  itself.  Pray  do  consider  all  these 
matters  carefully.  You  have  a  great  power  in  Ireland, 
in  consequence  of  the  cordial  assistance  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  You  are  acrcused  by  your  adver- 
saries of  using  that  power  violently  and  tyrannically. 
For  God's  sake  let  us  be  very  careful  that  we  furnish 
no  real  ground  for  such  an  accusation. 

Lord  Mel-  ^^^^  ^^^^^  uiorning  held  the  Cabinet  which  I 
L^rdMut  i^^^^^tioned  to  you  in  my  letter  of  yesterday. 
Downing  ^^^  carcfully  read  tlie  resolutions  of  the  Pro- 
street,  testant  meetin^j  in  Dublin  and  all  vour  letters 
1, 1H37.  upon  the  subject,  addressed  to  both  John  Rus- 
sell and  mvself,  and  we  considered  tlie  wliole  matter 
with  that  care  and  attention  which  was  due  to  its  own 
importance  and  to  the  strong  feeling  and  oi)inion  whicli 
you  have  exi)ressed  upon  it.  I  enclose  you  the  confi- 
dential opinions  of  our  law  officers  here,  which  I  think 
vou  will  feel  to  be  verv  strong  against  the  view  that 
you  have  taken. 

It  struck  us  in  the  first  instance  that  there  could  be 
no  question  excci)t  as  to  Lord  Downshire.  lie,  as  chair- 
man of  the  meeting,  was  of  course  cognisant  of  and 
party  to  the  resolutions,  which  he  put  from  the  chair.' 

*  The  petition  to  the  ITouse  of  Lords  ombodyinpj  the  resohitions  pro- 
teftted  against  (1)  the  attacks  upon  rrotestantisni,  displayed  in  the  perse- 
cution of  indivi(hial  ministers  and  the  refusal  to  pay  tithes,  a  refiisal 
pronn>t(Ml  by  aj^itation ;  (2)  tlie  conduct  of  tlie  Goveninient  in  not 
Rup]>ressinj;  the  AssiK'iation,  and  in  its  injurious  exercise  of  the  preroj^ativo 
of  mercy. 
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The  Karl  of  Donouglimore  moved  a  resolution  of  fact, 
to  which  no  olyjection  can  be  taken  further  than  that 
you  may  differ  from  it,  in  an  unexceptional  speech.  It 
is,  perhaps,  the  strict  law  that  a  man  who  attends  a 
meeting  is  resjjonsible  for  all  that  is  said  and  done ;  but 
this  can  never  in  justice  be  enforced,  and  it  surely  would 
not  do  for  us  to  be  the  persons  to  attempt  to  carry  it 
into  literal  execution. 

You  state  the  meeting,  upon  the  whole,  to  have  been 
a  failure,  and  upon  this  statement  it  occurred  to  us  that 
it  would  be  highly  impolitic  to  take  any  step  which 
must  have  the  effect  of  giving  to  these  proceedings  a 
weight  and  importance  which  they  do  not  already 
possess.  The  resolution  moved  by  Colonel  Conolly  ap- 
peared to  us  to  be  the  only  one  upon  which  it  was 
possible  to  rely  as  the  foundation  of  such  a  proceeding 
as  you  proj)ose ;  and  when  we  came  to  consider  that 
resoUition,  it  seemed  to  us  that  it  did  not  state  the  par- 
dons you  have  granted,  and  the  appointments  which 
you  have  made,  to  have  been  granted  and  made  wutli 
the  design  of  producing  the  effects  which  are  said  to 
have  arisen  from  tliem. 

Ul)on  the  whole,  we  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
it  would  ])e  imprudent  and  inexpedient  to  proceed  fur- 
ther against  eitlier  Tjord  Downshire  or  Lord  Donougli- 
more, or  against  any  of  the  persons  who  were  present 
and  took  a  part  in  tlie  ])usiness.  At  the  same  time  we 
thought  that  the  violence  and  the  prejudice  w4tli  which 
they  had  acted  were  amply  sufficient  to  justify  the  Lord 
Cluuicollor  in  not  consulting  tlieni  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  magistrates  and  in  paying  little  or  no  attention 
to  their  recommendations. 

I  can  assure  you  that  the  only  difficulty  which  we 
flit  in  (*()ming  to  tliis  determination  arose  from  our  great 
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imwillinfTness  to  decide  against  your  strong  impression 
and  recommendation.  But  the  case  appeared  so  clear 
tliat  we  could  not  do  otherwise ;  and  I  myself  go  the 
full  length  of  the  Solicitor-General  that,  though  there 
is  in  the  resolutions  much  violence  and  much  injustice, 
there  is  no  matter  treated  which  is  not  a  fair  subject  of 
discussion,  nor  in  a  manner  or  in  language  which  would 
not  be  justifiable,  supposing  the  charges  to  be  well 
founded.  There  are  no  false  fficts  stated.  Assistant 
barristers  have  been  appointed  and  criminals  have  been 
pardoned.  Mistaken  inferences  from  facts  and  the 
attributing  bad  and  interested  motives  are  common  to 
all  pohtical  discussions.  I  have  already  stated  in  my 
former  letters  manv  other  reasons  which  lead  to  the 
same  conclusion,  and  I  cannot  but  entertain  the  hope 
that,  upon  reconsidering  their  force  and  bearing,  you 
will  be  convinced  by  them. 

I  AM  sure  you  will  believe  me  when  I  apprise 

Tlie  Bamo  i      ^     • .        •  .  i  ■% 

to  the  you  tliat  It  gives  me  tlie  dee})est  concern  to 
nm^'i,  find  that  we  take  such  very  different  views  of 
this  question,  and  that  you  adhere  so  decidedly 
to  your  first  ()i)inion.  Some  of  the  difference  perhaps 
arises  from  the  different  situations  in  which  we  are 
])laced,  and  the  diflerent  points  from  which  we  view  the 
matter;  but  I  feel  confident  that  you  will  also  admit 
that,  however  ready  I  may  be  to  defer  to  your  judg- 
ment, and  however  anxious  to  act  in  entire  union  with 
vou,  1  could  not  consent  with  niv  eves  ()i)en  to  com- 
mit  what  it  appears  to  me  would  be  an  error,  and 
what  ujxm  consideration  strikes  me  as  having  been  a 
irreat  blunder  in  former  administrations  who  have  re- 
sorted  to  such  measures.  Such  is  the  character  whi<*h 
ritl's  (li^nus^al  ('f  the  Duke    of  Norfolk  l)<*ars  in  mv 
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eyes.^  It  was  a  proof  rather  of  a  consciousness  of  weak- 
ness than  of  strength.  Pitt  was  then  in  circumstances 
wliich  might  have  enabled  him  safely  to  overlook  any- 
thing of  the  kind — ^lie  was  master  of  a  decided  majority 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament — and  his  showing  so  much 
irritation  and  resentment  was  rather  liable  to  the  impu- 
tation of  not  feeling  either  so  strong  as  he  really  was  or 
so  right  as  he  affirmed  himself  to  be.  I  wish  to  avoid 
the  same  error  and  not  to  run  into  it,  and  thus  to  give 
another  occasion  for  the  remark  that  all  administrations 
are  in  fact  in  this  conduct  the  same.  Another  objection 
is  that,  as  a  mark  of  disapprobation  and  animadversion 
the  stop  is  so  utterly  weak  and  impotent.  I  know  not 
what  the  weight  or  influence  of  that  meeting  may  have 
been,  but  I  feel  persuaded  that  such  a  course  would 
immediately  add  to  it,  and  raise  both  Downshire  and 
Donoughmore  into  an  importance  which  they  do  not 
at  present  hope  for.  Your  last  letters  confine  the  ques- 
tion to  one  resolution,  upon  which  I  have  already 
written  to  you.  Now,  suppose  Lord  Downshire  had 
raised  that  resolution  in  Parliament,  would  vou  have 
proposed  to  dismiss  him  for  it  ?  and  yet  in  these  con- 
stitutional meetings  is  not  the  same  latitude  of  discussion 
to  be  permitted  as  in  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  ? 
The  magistrates  and  deputy  lieutenants  who  were  dis- 
missed for  attendin<::f  tithe  meetin<?s  advised  resistance 
to  tlie  laws,  and  I  (*all  vour  attention  to  the  distinctions 
drawn  l)y  our  Attorney-General  in  this  respect  in  his 
letter. 

I  have  only  again  to  repeat  my  great  sorrow  at  this 
difTereiice  of  opinion,  and  my  anxious  hope  that  it  may 

*  The  Diiko  of  Norfolk  was  in  1788  tlismisscd  from  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ancy of  the  West  Kiiliiijj:  for  Hpeaking  at  a  Whif?  dinner  at  the  *  Crown 
ami  Auclior.'     (L«)i«l  Stunhopo's  Life  of  Pitt^  chap,  xxv.) 

Y 
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make  no  difference  whatever  in  our  future  agreement 
or  in  the  conduct  of  co-operation  and  correspondence 
which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  us. 


The  same  ^  ^'^^  ^^  morc  upou  the  subjcct  of  our  late 
i^me^con-  corrcspondeuce  further  than  this,  that  I  en- 
south^*  tirely  appreciate  and  deeply  feel  the  manner  in 
street,        whicli  vou  havc  acted,  and  the  sacrifice  which 

r  ebruary  *^  ' 

7,1837.  your  zeal  for  the  public  interest  has  induced 
you  to  make  of  your  own  feelings  and  opinions.  I  will 
only  make  one  general  observation,  and  that  because  it 
strikes  my  mind  verv  forciblv. 

You  are  engaged  in  a  very  difficult  task,  no  other 
than  that  of  carrying  the  Eoman  Catholic  Eelief  Bill 
into  actual  })ractical  effect.  The  violent  opposition  of 
the  high  Protestant  party  to  the  passing  of  that  Bill, 
and  their  violent  conduct  since  its  passing,  have  unfor- 
tunately but  necessarily  excluded  from  high  office  in 
Ireland  many  of  the  men  who  by  their  rank,  station,  and 
abilities  were  the  best  qualified  for  it.  You  are,  there- 
fore, transferring  all  the  power  and  influence  which  can 
be  derived  from  appointments  from  the  Irish  Protest- 
ants, who  have  hitherto  enjoyed  them  almost  exclusively, 
to  the  Eonian  Catholics,  and  to  those  whom  I  presume 
thev  detest,  as  it  is  natural  thev  should,  much  more 
than  thev  do  the  Koman  Catholics,  those  Protestants 
who  have  embraced  the  liberal  and  conciliatorv  side  of 
th(»  (|uesti(m.  This  process,  of  course,  greatly  irritates, 
l)y  afU'cting  their  interests  and  still  more  by  wounding 
tlioir  ])ride ;  and  in  my  opinion  nuich  allowance  ought 
to  be  made  for  those  who  an*  undergoing  such  a  very 
disagreeal)le  and  indeed  painful  operation. 

Now  with  rcsjKM-t  to  what  I  said  about  tlie  Associa- 
tion.    It  was  as  follows — that  I  saw  its  establishment 
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with  concern,  that  I  did  not  tliink  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  was  established  sufficient  to  justify  so  extreme 
a  measure,  and  that  there  were  some  of  its  proceedings, 
as  tliere  always  would  be  in  such  asseml)lies,  of  which 
I  could  not  express  approbation.  Now  this  is  my  real 
opinion.  I  felt  the  inconvenience  of  having  to  state  it, 
but  as  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington  had  adverted  to  the 
suTxject  I  could  not  help  doing  it,  and,  after  all,  the  de- 
claration of  opinion  could  not  have  been  long  delayed. 
I  did  not  allude  particularly  to  this  Orange  meeting  in 
Dublin,  but  I  did  ol)serve  generally  upon  the  Conserva- 
tive mcethigs  tlu'oughout  the  country.  I  think  it  would 
not  be  worth  while  for  you  to  come  over  upon  the  debate 
upon  the  petition ;  but  if  you  wish  anything  particular 
to  be  said,  if  you  will  instruct  eitlier  me  or  Lansdowne 
or  Holland,  or  whom  you  please,  it  will  of  course  be 
done.  I  suspect  the  real  object  of  the  Association  to  be 
the  raising  of  the  O'Connell  tribute  in  another  form.  I 
suspect  that  it  is  intended  to  vote  him  a  sum  out  of  the 
rent;  otherwise,  why  do  we  hear  nothing  of  the  tribute 
itself? 

The  Church  Rates  Bill  was  introduced  early  in  the  session. 

Tx>raMoi.  Yis(;ouxT  Melbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 
the  King,  to  your  Majesty,  and  begs  respectfully  to  submit 
Street,  the  heads  of  a  Bill  which  your  Majesty's  confiden- 
r>!i^ii!^  tial  servants  propose  to  submit  to  Parliament 
for  the  abolition  of  the  present  mode  of  levying  Church 
rate,  and  of  providing  an  adequate  fund  for  the  repair 
of  the  edifices  and  other  requisites  of  divine  worship. 
Tlie  imposition  of  Chiin^h  rate,  and  the  existing  manner 
of  assessing  and  collecting  it,  are  amongst  the  most 
ancient  of  the  institutions  of  the  country.  They  were 
not    autliorised  by    any    statute,  but   rest   upon   the 

T   2 
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common  law  of  the  country ;  and  it  appears  by  an  ordi- 
nance in  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  five  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago,  that  it  was  at  that  time  the  recognised  law 
and   established  practice   that   the  chancel  should  \ye 
repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  rector,  and  nave  or  body 
of  the  church  by  the  parishioners  at  large.     This  was 
before  the  Established  Church  in  its  present  form,  or 
any  of  the  sects  of  Dissenters,  were   either  heard  or 
thought  of.    The  rate  was  agreed  upon  and  the  amount 
settled  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  parish.     This  power, 
which  was  evidently  given  in  former  times  only  that  the 
inhabitants  might  themselves  decide  whether  the  pro- 
posed expenses  were  necessary,  and  whether  they  were 
not  too  large,  has  in  our  day  been  extended  to  the 
refusal  of  rates  entirely  upon  other  grounds — viz.  upon 
the  broad  principle  that  those  who  dissent  from  the 
doctrines  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  and  who  do 
not  partake  of  the  benefits  of  her  worship,  ought  not 
to  be  compelled  to  pay  any  part  of  her  expenses.     This 
mode  of  acting,  though  it  has  not  hitherto  been  pushed 
to   the  full  extent  to  which  the  Dissenters  have   the 
power  to  carry  it,  has  already  produced  in  different 
places  much  unseemly  discord  and  contei\tion  and  very 
capricious  and  unsatisfactory  results,  the   rate  being 
granted  in  some  places  and  entirely  refused  in  others, 
with  all  the  consequent  inconveniences.     In  order  to 
put  an  end  to  these  conflicts,  to  establish  a  certain  sys- 
tem, and  to  relieve  the  Dissenters  from  a  charge  from 
which  it  appears  to  Viscount  Melbourne  as  much  the 
interest  of  the  Church  as  theirs  that  thev  should  l>e 
exempted,  the  accompanying  i)lan  is  sim])ly  to  obtain 
the  necessary  funds  fn^m  the  property  actually  pos- 
sessed by  the  Church,  and  for  this  purpose  to  pur>ue 
the  same  course  with  the  landed  property  of  the  Church 
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of  England  as  has  been  already  pursued  with  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Crown  and  Church  of  England  in  Ireland  : 
to  let  the  lands  at  their  real  value,  and  out  of  the  funds 
so  raised  to  appropriate  the  necessary  sum  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Church  rate,  and  to  form  a  reserve  fund 
to  be  applied  in  the  manner  specified.  To  this  is  to  be 
added  a  scheme  for  raising  a  certain  sum  by  pew-rents 
to  be  devoted  to  the  same  purposes. 

Some  opposition  is,  of  course,  to  be  expected  to  this 
proposition  on  the  part  of  the  present  lessees,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  advantages  which  are  held  out  will  be 
sufficient  to  insure  the  acquiescence  of  the  majority ; 
and  even  if  it  were  not,  Visc*ount  Melbourne  does  not 
perceive  that  they  are  treated  with  any  injustice,  or 
that  tliev  have  less  favourable  consideration  than  was 
formerly  given  l)y  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  lessees  of  the  Crown. 
Viscount  Melbourne  respectfully  transmits  a  copy  of  the 
reports  upon  that  subject,  which  will  recall  to  your 
Majesty's  mind  the  ol)j(T.ti()ns  made  to  that  measure, 
whicli,  however,  was  carried  hito  effect,  with  the  result 
of  an  improvenu^nt  of  the  property  of  the  Crown  to  the 
extent  of  whicli  your  ^lajesty  is  well  aware. 

Viscount  ilclbonrne  is  compelled  to  add,  with  very 
great  concern,  that  from  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  between  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
Lord  John  Kussell,  Viscount  Melbourne  fears  that  the 
support  of  his  Grace,  and  consequently  of  many  others 
of  the  reverend  l)ench,  cannot  be  reckoned  upon. 
Viscount  Melbourne  is  very  reluctant  to  take  any  step  in 
a  matter  relating  to  the  interests  of  the  Cliurch  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  sucli  authorities ;  but  Viscount  MeU 
bourm^  considers  tlu*  final  s(»ttlement  of  this  question 
of  such  paramount  importance  to  the  State  as  well  as 
to  the  Church  that,  lacing  persuaded  that  this  is  the 
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best  if  not  the  only  mcxle  of  effecting  such  a  settlement. 
Viscount  Melbourne  and  his  colleagues  deem  it  to  be 
their  duty,  notwithstanding  this  discouragement  and 
disadvantage,  to  submit  this  measure  to  the  deUbera- 
tion  and  decision  of  Parliament. 

The  same    ViscouNT  MELBOURNE  prcseuts  his  humble  duty 

to  tho  .  ^ 

Bame.  to  your  Majcsty,  and  begs  leave  respectfully  to 
street,       ackuovvledgc  your  Majesty's  gracious  communi- 

February  .  i  ^  e*  ^  ii-*  /• 

13,  i8»7.  cation  upon  the  sclieme  for  the  aboution  of 
Church  rates  which  Viscount  Melbourne,  upon  the  part 
of  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants,  had  the  honour 
of  submitting  to  your  Majesty.  Viscount  Melbourne  is 
deeply  sensible  of  the  attention  which  your  Majesty  has 
bestowed  upon  the  subject,  and  of  the  fixirness  and  can- 
dour with  which  your  Majesty  has  considered  it,  and 
the  limitations  and  modifications  which  your  Majesty 
has  suggested  will  receive  on  the  part  of  your  Majesty's 
servants  that  careful  and  attentive  consideration  which 
is  due  to  their  own  weight  and  to  the  high  quarter  from 
which  they  proceed.  Viscount  Melbourne  would,  how- 
ever, be  wanting;  in  the  dutv  which  he  owes  to  vour 
Majesty  if  he  omitted  or  delayed  to  state  his  own 
strong  opinion  that  it  will  neither  be  for  the  credit  of 
the  administration  nor  for  the  general  welfare  to  alter 
the  original  plan  in  the  manner  which  has  l)een  pro- 
posed. Viscount  Melbourne  will  not  enter  into  argu- 
ment at  present  further  than  humbly  to  represent  to 
your  Majesty  that  your  assent  to  the  introduction  of 
tliis  Bill  into  Parliament  bv  vour  servants  is  onlv  an 
assent  to  its  hithvj  there  fullv  considi»red  and  discussc*d  ; 
and  the  history  of  the  Appropriation  clause,  to  which 
your  ^Fajesty  has  referred,  is  a  suflicMcnt  ])r()of  that,  if 
a  strong  opinion  should  prevail  cither  in  th(»  liords  or 
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Commons  that  tlie  objections  which  have  occurred  to 
your  Majesty  are  good  and  vahd,  and  that  the  measure 
cannot  be  entertained  without  prejudice  or  injuiy  to 
the  Estabhshed  Church,  there  is  little  chance  of  its 
being  presented  to  your  Majesty  for  your  ultimate  con- 
stitutional sanction.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  opposite 
view  should  prevail,  and  it  should  be  thought,  after  full 
enquiry  and  discussion,  that  the  scheme  is  prudent  and 
wise  and  compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  religious 
institutions  of  the  country,  your  Majesty  will  naturally 
feel  yourself  justified  in  concurrhig  with  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament  upon  the  subject. 

Viscount  ]\[elbourne  believes  the  Established  Clmrch 
to  be  well  and  firmlv  fixed  in  the  feelin<rs  and  affections 
of  the  majority  of  the  pe()])le  of  this  country,  and  he  is 
confident  that  all  attempts  to  shake  its  stability  will 
prove  fruitless  and  unavailing ;  but  Viscount  Melbourne 
is  fully  ])ersuaded  that  neither  the  ministers  of  the 
Church  nor  the  friends  of  the  Church  can  take  a  more 
imprudent  and  dangerous  step  than  that  of  standing 
upon  the  present  claim  of  Church  rates. 

Th..  Kinjj  Thk  King  has  received  Viscount  Melbourne's 
V  Ir'V.L..  lctt(T  of  vesterdav,  in  replv  to  his  (lonnnunica- 
ivw^^^^  tion  upon  the?  scheme  for  tlie  abolition  of  Church 
14, im:)7.  p.^tcs^  fn^m  which  his  ^Fajesty  rej()i(!es  to  learn 
tliat  Viscount  Melbourne  admits  that  he  has  entered 
with  fairness  and  candour  hito  the  subject.  The  King, 
however,  desir(*s  that  it  may  be  clearly  understood  that, 
in  stating  his  sentiments  and  the  objections  which  he 
entertains,  on  principle,  to  the  proposed  measure,  he 
had  not  the  least  intention  of  withholduig  his  assent  to 
the  introduction  of  the  IJill  for  the  (!onsiderationof  Par- 
lianuMit,  or  of  interfering  with  the  constitutional  course 
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which  is  pursued  with  respect  to  this  and  other  ques- 
tions to  which  his  Government  may  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  sensible  as 
he  is  that  they  must  undergo  the  mature  deliberation 
and  discussion  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  before 
they  can  be  submitted  for  his  Majesty's  ultimate  sanc- 
tion. The  King  may  have  his  own  opinions  upon  the 
subject,  and  he  deems  it  his  duty  to  communicate  them 
to  Viscount  Melbourne  for  such  consideration  as  he 
and  his  colleagues  may  be  disposed  to  give  to  them 
before  they  finally  conmiit  themselves. 

liord  Mel-  Viscount  Melbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 
the  King,  to  your  Majesty,  and  begs  respectfully  to  ac- 
Street,  quaiut  your  Majesty  that  your  Majesty  s  sugges- 
17, 1837.  tions  upon  the  proposed  plan  for  the  abohtiou 
of  Church  rates  have  been  carefully  and  attentively  con- 
sidered by  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants.  The 
accompanying  memorandum  and  supplementary  re- 
marks, which  have  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Eice,  who 
luis  charged  himself  with  the  duty  of  proposing  the  Bill 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  will  fully  lay  before  your 
Majesty  the  reasons  upon  which,  notwithstanding  they 
feel  the  force  of  some  of  your  Majesty's  observations, 
and  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  kind  spirit  and  gracious 
manner  in  which  those  observations  are  made,  vour 
Majesty's  servants  still  think  that,  amidst  difficulties,  it 
is  the  most  prudent  course  to  persevere  in  the  measure 
which  tliev  have  advised.  Tliev  do  not,  of  course, 
pUnlgc  themselves  to  adhere  obstinately  to  all  the 
(K'tails  of  the  plan  wliich  has  been  submitted  to  your 
]\Iajcsly.  They  are  conscious  that  many  of  them  may 
p<>ssil)ly  r('([uire  alteration,  and  they  are  of  course 
})repared  to  admit    any  changes  which    may  be  found 
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upon  discussion  to  be  required  by  reason  and  jus- 
tice. 

Viscount  Melbourne  will  not  conceal  from  your 
Majesty  liis  own  individual  opinion  that  this  question  is 
swelled  by  the  eagerness  of  the  conflicting  parties  and 
the  love  of  public  discussion  which  prevails  into  an 
importance  far  beyond  that  which  it  really  possesses. 
It  seems  to  Viscount  Melbourne  a  small  grievance  for 
the  Dissenters  to  insist  upon  renouncing,  and  a  small 
privilege  for  the  Church  to  be  anxious  to  retain.  With 
this  view  Viscount  Melbourne  would  not  have  been 
unwilling  to  have  left  the  present  law  as  it  stood,  with 
all  its  inconveniences,  w^hicli  are  certainly  many  and 
great,  and  may  probably  be  increased ;  but  it  was 
thought  that,  after  the  admission  w^hich  had  been  made 
by  the  introduction  of  Lord  Althorp's  Bill  of  the  neces- 
sity of  some  measure,  that  this  course  was  no  longer 
left  open  either  to  this  or  to  any  other  Ministry. 

Thrsamo  ViscouNT  MELBOURNE,  in  obcdiencc  to  your 
sumo.  Majesty's  connnand,  transmits  copies  of  Mr. 
strtMt,  Eice's  memorandum  and  supplementary  remarks 
2o/[h;1V.^  upon  the  subject  of  Church  rates.  Viscount 
Melbourne  learns  with  great  concern  that  your  Majesty's 
()bj('ctions  to  the  pr()j)osed  measure  remain  unabated 
and  ill  full  force.  Viscount  Melbourne  can  only  say, 
in  addition  to  what  has  been  urged  already  by  Mr.  llice 
himself,  that  he  conceives  the  arrangement  calculated 
in  the  highest  degree  to  strengthen  the  Church  esta- 
blishment, l)y  removing  the  great  source  of  abuse  and 
scandal  which  has  l)een  found  to  exist  in  the  present 
mode  of  administering  the  landed  property  of  the 
( lunch.  The  j)rincipal  and  most  effectual  attacks,  made 
either  upon  the  hierarchy  generally  or  upon  individual 
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bishops,  have  been  founded  upon  their  running  their 
lives,  as  it  is  popularly  called,  against  those  of  the 
lessees ;  also  their  granting  concurrent  leases  to  the 
members  of  their  own  family,  and  other  secular  prac- 
tices which  have  arisen  naturally  and  unavoidably  from 
the  weakness  of  human  nature  invested  with  such 
powers  and  placed  in  such  situations.  This  is  one  great 
object  attained. 

Your  Majesty  is  alarmed  lest  the  general  reasoning 
applied  to  these  rates  should  also  be  extended  to  tithe. 
But  a  clear  distinction  has  alwavs  been  admitted  to 
exist  between  the  two  burdens  upon  property.  The 
tithe  is  a  defined  proportion  of  the  produce  which  is 
charged  upon  the  land  by  the  operation  of  the  law 
without  the  intervention  or  sanction  of  anv  individual 
or  body  of  persons  whatever.  The  Church  rate  is  im- 
posed by  the  vote  of  the  ratepayers  in  vestry  assembled. 
They  have  a  right  to  grant  or  to  witlihold  it,  and  to 
settle  and  determine  its  amount.  This  difierence  appears 
to  Viscount  Melbourne  to  be  so  clear  and  distinct  as  to 
render  it  impossil)le  that  the  two  payments  should  1)6 
confounded,  or  that  the  arguments  which  ai)ply  to  the 
one  should  be  held  to  affe(!t  the  other. 

With  respect  to  the  remark,  that  in  case  of  the  Crown 
property  the  Crown  was  a  consenting  party,  wliich  is 
not  so  with  the  Church,  it  is  respectfully  to  be  observed 
that,  the  Crown  being  a  single  individual,  the  consent 
was  easily  obtained  and  given.  The  dignitaries  and 
ministers  of  the  Church  are  so  numerous  a  bodv  that 
it  would  be  hopeless  to  obtain  from  them  a  g(»neral 
concurrence,  and  recent  as  well  as  ancient  exi)erience 
suliiciently  teaches  us  that  the  assent  of  the  liishops 
would  by  no  means  secure  that  of  the  inferior  <*lergy. 

'J'lie   Bill   wjis   not  received    with    iiiueh    entluibiusin.      Mr. 
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Denison  wrote  to  Lord  i[elbourne  in  ilarch  :  '  Of  our  majority 
of  23  very  iiuuiy  have  spoken  to  me  alxmt  the  measure.  No 
one  likes  it.  AVith  a  party  cordial,  and  with  their  approval,  a 
majority  of  2*3  may  carry  a  measure  as  well  as  100.  But  with 
a  party  full  of  misgivings,  and  likely  to  split  on  many  pointp, 
a  majority  of  23  is  a  bad  army  to  fight  with.'  Further,  the 
majority  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission  declined  to  act  while 
the  Bill  was  pending.*  Lord  Melbourne  and  the  Ministerial 
members  of  the  Commission  wrote  a  vigorous  protest,  but  they 
were  probably  glad  when  the  death  of  William  IV.,  on  June  20, 
gave  them  a  pretext  for  winding  up  what  would  have  been  a 
barren  session. 

Tiie  Min-  I  HAVK  already  had  tlie  honour  of  acquainting 
ImMuilera  vouF  GracG  tluit  I  havc  rcceivcd  the  letter  of 
Ktdesi-  the  10th  inst.,  sijrned  by  your  Grace  and  others 
'cnm^  <^>f  the  Ecclesiasli(.'al  Commissioners,  and  I  have 
thr  Arch-^  lio^v  fui'ther  to  inform  your  Grace  that,  having 
clmtor-''^  comniuiiicated  tliat  letter  to  those  of  my  col- 
Dowiiing  leajrucs  who  are  members  of  the  Commission,  I 
March  20,  '^^^^  aiitlioriscd  by  tliem  to  express  to  your  Grace 
^^^^*  the  concern  with  which  ihev  have  received  the 

intimation  of  vour  (irace's  intentions  and  sentiments. 

As  wv  IVar  that  tlu*  decision  connnunicated  by  your 
(Trace  rtMidcrs  it  useless  to  enter  into  any  argument,  we 
content  ourselves  with  observing  that  the  passages  cited 
by  your  (irae(^  from  our  second  re^KU't  declare  the 
opinion  foi'med  l)y  the  Connuission  ui)on  the  subject 
before  them  in  the  circumstances  in  whicli  lliev  were 
then  [)laced,  and  with  reference  to  the  olyjects  which 
they  had  in  view  ;  but  that  they  were  neither  intended, 
nor  can  they  be  (expected,  to  inlluence  llie  general 
exercis(»  of  the  discretion  of  the  King's  Government,  nor 
to  j-estrain  them  from  the  introduction  of  such  measures 
as  thev  niav  deem  necessarv  or  expedient. 

'  L//t  nf  liUknji  Blumjidd^  chap.  viiL 
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We  have  only  further  to  remark  that  the  statement 
that  '  the  augmentation  of  small  livings,  and  the  more 
adequate  supply  of  the  populous  districts  of  the  khigdora 
with  the  means  of  religious  instruction,  is  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  objects '  is  an  assumption  of  the  point  ia 
dispute. 

We  repeat  the  assurance  that  we  received  the  pro- 
test, both  against  the  principle  of  the  measure  and  the 
manner  of  carrpng  it  into  effect,  with  great  sorrow. 
We  also  lament  the  determination  announced  to  have 
been  taken  by  your  Grace  and  the  Commissioners,  but 
we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  declare  that  in  the  allega- 
tions of  the  letter  we  have  not  been  able  to  perceive 
any  sufficient  reason  or  adequate  justification  for  your 
temporarily  withdrawing  yourselves  from  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  which  you  have  undertaken  to  execute, 
and  for  suspending  the  operations  of  the  important 
commission  with  which  you  have  been  charged  by  his 
Majesty. 

Your  Grace  and  the  other  Commissioners,  however, 
are  the  sole  masters  of  your  own  conduct,  and  we  can 
only  acquiesce  in  a  determination  which  at  the  same 
time  we  deeply  lament. 
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FOREIGN   AND   COLONIAL   AFFAIRS 

1S35-1837 

The  King's  interest  in  foreign  affairs  was  great,  and  his 
knowledge  of  them  considerable.  Hence  it  is  not  altogether 
surprising  that  he  should  have  been  much  offendo\l  when  lie 
discovered  that  the  Czar  Nicholas  had  been  consulted  bt*fore 
himself  as  to  Lord  Durham's  mission  to  St.  Petersburg.  liOni 
Palmerston  had  sounded  the  Czar  as  to  the  arrangt^ment,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  difficulty  which  had  occuitihI 
in  the  case  of  Stratford  Canning,  whom  Nicholas  refused  to 
receive. 

Vlscount    Melbourne    presents    his    humble 

Lord  Mel-  ^ 

iM)urn<tci  (lutv  to  your  Alajesty,  and  lias  ajram  to  ex- 
South  press  ins  deep  concern  at  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
jnn«2i),  nninication  which  he  has  just  received  from 
vour  Aljiiestv. 

Viscount  Melbourne  has  already  stated  to  your 
Majesty  the  jrrounds  and  prhiciples  upon  which  both 
Viscount  l^aluKMston  and  himself  have  acted  in  this 
afrair,  and  he  iiuurh  lamcfuts  to  find  that  the  conduct 
which  they  have  pursued  still  meets  with  your  Majesty's 
serious  disaj)i)robation. 

Viscount  M<*ll)ourne  is  very  unfortunate  in  not  beinfj 
able  to  ])(M'ceive  that  it  was  made  to  appear  that  your 
A^.•^j(^<t  y  was  a  mere  cipjier,  or  that  your  consent  must  fol- 
low as  a  mallei' of  course,  provided  that  of  the  Emperor 
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of  Russia  could  be  obtained  ;  still  less  is  Viscount  Mel- 
b9urne  aware  that  that  consent  was  obtained  by  any 
act  of  submission  on  the  part  of  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

It  is  Viscount  Melbourne's  duty  to  obey  your 
Majesty's  commands  in  communicating,  with  great  re- 
luctance, to  Viscount  Palmerston  your  Majesty's  letter, 
dated  the  28th  inst.,  from  Windsor  Castle.  But  Viscount 
Melbourne,  in  performing  this  act,  must  by  no  means  be 
considered  as  concurring  in  any  censure  of  a  Minister 
with  whom  he  has  entirely  agreed,  or  of  an  act  to  which 
he  has  himself  been  a  party. 

Viscount  Melbourne  feels  himself  to  labour  under 
the  whole  of  that  disapprobation  which  your  Majesty  is 
l)leased  to  express  of  the  conduct  of  Viscount  Palmerston, 
and  Viscount  Melbourne  is  gi'ieved  that  he  lias  incurred 
your  Majesty's  displeasure  ;  but  he  owes  it  to  himself  to 
declare  that  he  does  not  feel  himself  to  be  either  in 
guilt  or  in  error,  but  is  firmly  of  oi)inion  that  in  this 
matter  he  has  rendered  no  inconsiderable  service  to 
your  Majesty  by  proper  and  justifiable  means. 

A  still  more  serious  divergence  of  opinion  occorred  on  the 
occasion  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  s  being  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Canadian  Commission.  He  was  told  by  the  King  that  Canada 
had  been  won  by  tlie  sword,  and  that  it  was  liis  duty  to  maintain 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  '  of  which  persons  who  ought  to 
have  known  better  have  dared,  even  in  my  presence,  to  deny  the 
existence.'  The  person  who  r.ujyht  to  have  known  better  was 
the  hapless  Secretary  for  the  Colonies.* 

Draft  of  a  YouR  Majestv's  confidential  servants,  liavinfr 
ii.'mon"*'^  taken  into  their  consideration  a  letter  addressed 
Tku^  to  Lord  Gloneljr,  sijrned  by  Sir  Herbert  Taylor, 
b^irpro-'^'    beg  your  ^[ajesty  to  be  assured  of  their  sincere 

»  GrcviUr,  iii.  pp.  271,  272,  276. 
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bahiyof  and  dutiful  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  wishes, 
1835.)  ^^  '  and  they  trust  that  in  your  Majesty's  communi- 
cations with  them,  indi\ddually  and  collectively,  your 
Majesty  has  never  found  them  wanting  in  that  respectful 
attention  to  your  Majesty's  opinions  which  your  Majesty 
has  a  right  to  expect  and  to  command.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  the  most  painful  feehngs  of  concern  that  they  per- 
ceived in  the  observations  which  your  Majesty  addressed 
to  Sir  Charles  Grey  on  liis  being  sworn  a  member  of  the 
Privy  Council  expressions  which  might  be  understood 
to  be  directed  against  opinions  submitted  to  your  Ma- 
jesty by  some  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  servants, 
and  which  thev  have  since  learned  from  Sir  Herbert 
Taylor's  letter  were  intended  to  ai)ply  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

The}'  feel  themselves  bound,  therefore,  in  all  humility, 
to  submit  to  vour  Majestv's  candid  consideration  the 
serious  inconvenience  wliich  may  thus  be  occasioned. 

Tliey  cannot  but  feel  a  lively  apprehension  lest  a 
censure  passed  in  sudi  a  place  upon  a  Minister  for 
opinions  expressed  to  your  Majesty  in  your  closet 
should  liave  the  effect  of  hereafter  restraining  the  free- 
dom of  that  advice  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one,  of 
your  Majesty's  confidential  servants  to  offer  to  your 
Majesty  without  reserve ;  and  tliey  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  their  regret,  if  anything  had  occurred  in  your 
[Majesty's  connnunications  with  the  Minister  in  question 
whicli  appeared  to  your  Majesty  to  call  for  a  manifesta- 
tion of  your  royal  displeasure,  that  an  opportunity  was 
not  given  him  to  remove,  by  such  explanation  as  it 
might  have  been  in  his  power  to  offer,  the  unfavourable 
inipr(^s!sion  made  upon  your  Majesty's  mind. 

They  also  ft»el  great  alarm  lest  your  Majesty's  dis- 
a])])rol)ati()n,  (l(M-hired  in  the  presence  of  your  Privy 
Council  and  of  tli(*  ofiicers  of  State   present  on   that 
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occasion,  aiul  addressed  to  an  individual  about  to  depart 
on  an  important  commission  in  your  Majesty's  service, 
sliould  tend  to  weaken  the  autliority  of  your  Majesty\s 
Government  by  conveying  the  impression  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  difficult  duties  whicli  that  individual  was 
called  upon  to  discharge,  your  Majesty's  opinions  are 
not  in  accordance  with  those  of  your  confidential 
advisers. 

They  venture,  therefore,  with  great  deference  to 
sulmiit  to  your  Majesty  whether  it  be  politically  or 
constitutionally  expedient  that  verbal  disclosures,  not 
l)revi(msly  intimated  to  any  Minister,  and  for  which, 
therefore,  no  Minister  can  be  responsible,  should  be 
given  by  your  Majesty ;  seeing  that  such  directions  may 
conflict,  or  be  construed  to  conflict,  with  the  written 
instructiims  issued  1)V  vour  Majestv  after  full  considera- 
tion  throurfi  vour  Secretarv  of  State,  which  constitute 
the  only  rule  by  which  those  who  are  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  your  Majesty's  affairs  ought  to 
regulate  their  conduct. 

It  only  remains  for  them  to  repeat  that  it  is  with 
the  deepest  sorrow  that  they  have  felt  themselves  com- 
])elled  to  lay  these  matters  before  your  ^lajesty,  and 
humbly  to  re(iuest  for  this  representation  your  Majesty's 
favourable  and  candid  consideration.  Thev  derive,  how- 
ever,  some  consolation  from  the  consciousiu»ss,  of  which 
thev  l)eijr  leave  to  assure  vour  Majc^stv,  that  thev  are 
whollv  actuated  bv  th(»ir  attachment  to  vour  Majestv's 
pi-rson,  1)V  their  devotion  to  your  ^fajesty's  interests, 
and  by  tlu*ir  anxiety  to  maintain  the  i)rin(!i])les  and 
})ractice  of  tlu^  constitution,  and  to  secure  the  due  and 
elRricnt  execution  of  vour  Mnjestv's  servi<*c*. 

TIk*  fnllnwiiig  is  bonl   PahiHrhtou's  vii*\v  of  \hv   Mun)i>t*an 
sit'.iiitioii  at  tlu'  time:  — 
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To  Lord  I  HAVE  just  receivecl  this  from  the  King,  and 
MardT™'  perhaps  you  will  speak  to  him  about  it  to- 
1886.  morrow.     My  own  opinion  you  well  know,  and 

that  opinion  has  certainly  not  been  shaken  by  the  pro- 
gress of  events.  Every  day  brings  fresh  proofs  of  the 
complete  union  of  the  three  powers  on  every  question 
of  European  policy,^  and  affords  additional  evidence 
that  they  are  for  the  present  what  they  told  us  three 
years  ago  they  must  be  considered — namely,  a  unity. 
Here  is  Austria  setting  at  defiance  the  keen  sympathy 
which  her  Galician,  Hungarian,  and  Transylvanian 
subjects  have  openly  manifested  for  the  Poles,  and 
making  herself  the  tool  to  execute  a  measure  of  Eussian 
vengeance,  in  which  she  herself  has  no  interest  what- 
ever, or,  rather,  with  respect  to  which  her  interests  are 
directly  at  variance  with  those  of  Eussia.*  Her  motive 
is  obvious.  She  found  Eussia  determined  to  execute  the 
measure ;  she  knew  the  consequences  of  a  Eussian 
occupation,  and  to  avert  that  evil  she  chose  rather  to 
encounter  the  unpopularity  of  the  act  and  to  perform 
it  herself.  But  this  is  a  fresh  proof  that  in  the  present 
state  of  things  we  must  not  look  to  Mettemich  for  any 
co-operation  in  measures  destined  to  hold  Eussia  in 
check.  He  will  edge  away  to  us  and  France  if  we  and 
France  ]x)ldly  take  up  our  own  ground ;  but  he  will 
not  and  cannot  join  us  in  the  first  instance. 

Tlie  answer,  then,  which  Austria  will  infallibly  make 
you  will  be  that  we  all  wish  the  same  tiling,  and  that 
therefore  we  ought  all  to  concert  as  to  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  our  common  object.  That  for  this  pur- 
])ose  we  must  estabhsh  a  conference  at  some  central 
pla(*e ;  and  Vienna  will  be  proposed,  as  best  suited  for 

'  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia. 

^  Tho  occupation  of  Cracow.    See  the  next  letter. 

Z 


SaS  LORD   MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

speedy  communication  with  retersbur<(,  Constantinople, 
IJerlin,  Paris,  and  London.  Are  we  to  accept  such  an 
offer  or  to  decline  it  ?  If  we  accept  it,  we  enter  into 
a  labyrinth  of  nejrotiations  out  of  which  I  see  no 
clue.  Enjifland  and  France  will  be  in  the  minority.  We 
were  so  about  Belj/ium ;  but  in  that  case  the  negotia- 
tion was  in  London,  and  the  weiglit  of  a  government  on 
tlie  spot  speaking  through  its  plenipotentiary  gave  that 
I)leni})otentiary  double  authority ;  while,  also,  England 
and  France,  being  the  two  powers  the  closest  to  IJel- 
gium,  had  on  that  account  the  greatest  means  of  action 
in  the  country  which  was  the  subject  of  negotiation. 
Tlie  reverse  of  all  this  would  happen  with  respect  to 
tlie  Vienna  conference,  and  we  should  be  dragged  along 
by  the  three  against  our  opinions,  or  else  compelled  lo 
withdraw.  Hut  a  conference  broken  up  by  disagree- 
ment does  not  leave  the  i)arties  upon  the  same  terms 
on  which  it  found  them  at  its  connnencement,  and 
Europe  would  in  such  a  case  be  still  more  divided  into 
two  camps  tlian  it  is  now. 

Hut  say  that  we  should  refuse  the  proposed  con- 
fen^ice.  Wliat  reason  could  we  assi<ni  for  doin<x  so 
tliat  would  not  l)e  oflVnsive  to  some  of  llie  })arties  con- 
cerned? Whv  invite  Austria,  and  d(»cline  to  concert 
with  Itussia  aiidlVussia  ?  Is  that  not  plahily  derlaring 
tliat  we  trust  the  former  and  distrust  the  latter?  And 
is  not  sucli  a  declaration,  tlius  publicly  made,  aflronting 
to  tli(*  two  latter  powers?  If  you  had  a  fair  chance  <«f 
d(M aching  Austria  from  them  by  the  oiler,  well  and 
good;  but  we  maybe  (juite  sure  we  shall  do  no  such 
thing.  We  should,  therefore,  needlessly  and  unproiital>ly 
offend  liussia  and  Prussia,  be  represented  as  having 
been  ballled  and  re})ul>ed  in  an  attempt  to  se[)arale 
Austria  from  her  allies,  and  then,  when  England  and 
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France  came  to  sign  their  treaty,  after  having  failed 
in  their  overture  to  Austria,  that  treaty  would  bear  the 
character  of  a  proceeding  arising  out  of  an  ascertained 
difference  with  the  three  powers  ;  whereas,  if  you  begin 
with  such  a  treaty  and  ask  the  others  to  accede  to  it, 
beginning  with  Austria,  your  proceeding  bears  the 
character  only  of  a  foundation  upon  which  you  hoped 
to  build  a  subsequent  concert  with  other  powers. 

The  division  of  Europe  into  two  camps,  as  Ancillon  * 
calls  it,  to  which  you  so  much  object,  is  the  result  of 
events  beyond  our  control,  and  is  the  consequence  of 
the  French  Eevolution  of  July.  The  three  powers 
fancy  their  interests  lie  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that 
in  which  we  and  France  conceive  ours  to  be  placed. 
The  separation  is  not  one  of  words,  but  of  things ;  not 
the  effect  of  caprice  or  of  will,  but  produced  by  the  force 
of  occurrences.  The  three  and  the  two  think  differ- 
ently, and  therefore  tliey  act  differently,  whether  it  be 
as  to  Belgium  or  Portugal  or  Spain. 

This  separation  cannot  really  cease  till  all  the  ques- 
tions to  which  it  applies  are  decided — just  as  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a  coalition  ministry  while  there  are 
questions  pending  in  which  public  men  disagree,  ^ut 
when  Ancillon  and  Metteniich  complain  of  this  division 
of  Europe  into  two  camps,  that  which  they  really  com- 
l)lain  of  is,  not  the  existence  of  two  camps,  but  the 
e([uality  of  the  two  camps.  The  plain  English  of  it  is 
that  they  want  to  have  England  on  their  side  against 
France,  that  they  may  dictate  to  France,  as  they  did  in 
1814  and  1815;  and  they  are  provoked  beyond  mea- 
sure at  the  steady  protection  which  France  has  derived 
from  us.     But  it  is  that  protection  which  has  preserved 

*  The  Pnisaian  Minister  for  Foreign  AfEain. 

i2 
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the  peace  of  Euroi)e.     Without  it  there  would  long  ago 
have  been  a  general  war. 

To  avoid  an  expression  of  Lord  Palmorston's  indignation, 
the  Austrian  Ambassador  was  directed  to  coinninnicute  the  in- 
tolli«^(»nc(^  of  the  occupation  of  Cracow  to  the  Prime  Minister ; 
but  it  need  hardly  be  said  that  Lord  Melbourne  woukl  not  be  a 
party  to  any  negotiations  behind  Lord  Palmerston's  back. 

I  FRKL  much  concerned  that  the  indisposition 

Tjord  Mel-  i-iti  t  tr*     >  ii» 

i>oumeto    under  which  I  liave  l)een  sulTering  has  for  so 

Baron  ,  to  -i     • 

Humnie-  loiig  a  timc  prevciited  ine  from  replying  to 
South  your  letters  of  the  lOtli  and  21st  inst.  with  tlieir 
May  '29,  rcspcctivc  ciiclosures.  My  uneasiness,  how- 
ever, is  much  initifiated  by  the  confident  ex- 
pectation which  I  entertain  that  l)Oth  the  Prince  Cliaii- 
cellor  and  yourself  will  feel  satisfied  that  nothing  but 
necessity  would  have  compelled  me  to  delay  paying  to 
any  communications  of  his  Highness,  and  more  ])ar- 
ticulaiiy  to  communicaticms  of  such  importance,  tlie 
most  ])rompt,  immediate,  and  respectful  attention. 

With  re.s})C3ct  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  and  the 
copies  of  the  des})atches  which  it  encloses,  as  they  have 
been  in  the  usual  and  estaldished  course  of  business 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  I  have  only  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  converse  upon  the  contents  of 
those  documents  at  any  time  which  mav  suit  your 
Excellency's  convenience. 

With  respect  to  the  two  despatches  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  21st,  it  aj)pears  that  a  different  course 
has  been  ])r(^s(•ribed  to  its  Minister  l)y  the  Austrian 
(\ibinet,  and  that  you  liave  bet^n  direct(»d  to  lav  thes«? 
re])r(»s(*ntations  in  the  first  instance  l)efore  me  as  tlie 
first  Minister  of  th(»  Crown,  without  communicating 
tluMii  to  that  Minister  to  whose  department  the  alfairs  of 
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which  they  treat  especially  belong.  It  is  repeated  in 
your  letters  that  this  communication  is  made  to  me 
personally,  and  in  consequence  of  the  confidence  which 
the  Prince  Chancellor  is  pleased  to  do  me  the  honour 
of  reposing  in  me.  In  the  situation  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  fill  I  cannot  receive  a  personal  communication 
from  a  foreign  government  on  a  public  matter  ;  I  could 
only  consider  such  communication  as  made  to  me  in 
my  capacity  of  first  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  in  that 
capacity  I  should  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  it  know^ii 
to  the  King  and  to  my  colleagues.  The  forms  of 
the  English  government  have  marked  out  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  as  the  Minister  to 
wliom  all  correspondence  from  foreign  powers  ought 
to  be  addressed  ;  and  I  need  not  recall  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  an  individual  of  your  practice  in  affairs,  still  less 
to  the  recollection  of  those  eminent  and  experienced 
persons  under  whom  you  act,  the  great  and  harmful 
inconveniences  which  are  certain  to  be  produced  by  an 
unnecessary  departure  from  long-established  usages 
and  forms.  I  feel  a  still  further  difficulty  on  the  present 
occasion  because,  whilst  on  the  one  hand  I  could  not 
withhold  these  documents  from  the  knowledge  of  my 
colleagues,  there  are  on  the  other  expressions,  both  in 
vour  letters  and  those  of  the  Prince  Chancellor,  which 
seem  to  imply  that  it  was  not  his  intention  that  they 
should  be  so  communicated. 

Assuring  you,  then,  of  my  willingness  and  anxiety 
to  (*onverse  with  you  upon  all  public  questions,  and  to 
a  fiord  to  your  Government  upon  all  matters  which 
interest  it  as  full  explanations  as  are  not  incompatible 
with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
JJritain,  I  think  the  best  course  which  I  can  pursue 
upon  the  present  occasion  is,  with  these  observations. 
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to  replace  respectfully  in  your  hands  the  two  despatchen 
enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  inst.,  leaving  it  to  your 
judgment  to  take  such  further  steps  with  regard  to 
them  as  you  mav  think  most  conformable  to  the  inten- 
tions  of  your  Government. 

Meanwhile  the  situation  in  the  East  was  critical.  Mehemet 
All,  who  had  only  been  prevented  by  Russian  intervention  from 
attacking  Constantinople  in  1833,  was  again  menacing  the 
l*orte,  and  the  dissolution  of  the  Turkish  Empire  seemed  im- 
minent. Sir  Frederick  Lamb  was  therefore  directed  by  tlie 
(jovernment  to  sound  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  the  measures 
necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  prevention  of  hostilities.  In  an 
able  manner  he  discussed  the  questions  at  issue. 

(1)  Was  any  treaty  for  the  defence  of  the  I^orte  advisable? 

(2)  Should  the  attempt  to  frame  one  be  made  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  five  powers,  or  be  confined  to  England  and 
France  ? 

Tlie  second  question  could  not  be  answered  without  reference 
to  the  further  consideration  whether,  in  case  the  attempt  to  fonii 
a  gt»neral  treaty  should  fail,  we  should  stand  better  with  a 
separate  treaty  with  France,  or  as  wo  were. 

Tlie  Duke  8  reply,  which  gives  us  the  whole  Eiist^m  question 
in  a  nutshell,  is  written  in  his  fine  bold  hand,  without  a  siuglo 
erasure  and  hardly  a  single  additional  word  : — 

Tiio  Duke  I  KECEIVED  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  4th,  and 
ton^tosi'f  ^^'^s  much  flattered  by  Lord  Melbourne's  confi- 
flmir'^  deuce.  lie  does  me  justice  in  believing  that  I 
stmrhL^^^  am  ([uite  ready  to  assist  the  Government  of  the 
^r'\,«      count rv  whenever  it  mav  be  deemed  to  be  in 

March  u, 

iHar,.  jjjy  po^ver.     I  am  aware  that  nobody  can  pre- 

tend to  act  entirclv  alone;  and  I  doubted  whet lier  I 
should  open  your  ])a})er,  and  in  fact  did  not  oj)en  it  till 
this  mo^nin^^  Ihit  I  felt  that  it  was  expected  that  I 
mi^L^ht  thhik])roi)er  not  to  jrive  an  opinion  when  I  should 
consider  the  (jucstion;  and  that  in  that  i*ase  1  was  at 
libertv  to  return  the  paper.     1  therefore  consiilered  it 
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most  consistent  with  my  views  and  practice  to  peruse 
what  you  had  sent  me ;  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
return  you  an  immediate  answer.  Of  course  I  shall  say 
nothing  upon  the  suljject  to  anybody  at  any  time. 

The  treaty  proposed  is  one  for  the  protection  of  the 
Ottoman  Government  against  an  unprovoked  attack, 
from  whatever  quarter  it  might  come.  It  is  to  be  com- 
numicated  to  the  Porte,  and  to  Austria  ^  with  an  invita- 
tion to  accede  to  it. 

I  will  discuss  presently  the  chance  of  the  accession 
of  Austria.  But  in  respect  of  the  Porte,  I  am  afraid 
that  it  would  be  found  that  a  treaty  for  its  protection 
nmst  be  one  of  interference  in  all  its  concerns.  I  be- 
lieve that  in  general  defensive  treaties,  as  they  are  called, 
between  a  strong  Power  on  the  one  part  and  a  weak 
Power  on  the  other  have  been  found  to  be  treaties  of 
l)rotection ;  and  that  they  do  and  must  lead  to  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  strong  Power  in  every  act  of 
tlie  government  of  the  weak  Power  in  relation  to  other 
Powers.  If  such  interference  should  not  take  place  the 
question  of  peace  or  war  would  not  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  strong  Power,  the  one  which  would  have  to  incur 
tlie  greatest  risks,  and  nearly  tlie  whole  burthen  of  the 
charges. 

If  this  view  of  the  inconvenience  of  attending  such 
a  treaty  in  relation  to  any  of  the  smaller  Powers  of 
Europe  is  correct,  how  much  more  would  the  same  in- 
con  venienc^e  be  felt  in  relation  to  a  treaty  of  protection 
of  tlie  Ottoman  Government!  Look  at  the  nature  of 
the  government,  its  ordinary  acts  and  operations,  its 
relations  with  its  vassals  and  tributaries,  its  treaties 

*  The  Duke  a])parcntly  regarded  the  governments  of  Austria  and 
Prussia  as  identical,  and  so,  indoed,  they  were  during  the  Mettemich 

try  i  me. 
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with  its  neighbours,  most  particularly  with  its  powerful 
neighbour,^  and  the  nature  of  the  stipulations  of  those 
treaties,  which  in  fact  gave  to  Russia  a  right  to  inter- 
fere in  nearly  every  question  that  comes  to  be  decided 
by  the  Ottoman  Government,  whether  with  vassals,  its 
tributaries,  its  Christian  subjects,  and,  I  believe  I  may 
add,  with  foreign  Powers.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
introduce  England  and  France,  and  the  Parliament  of 
England  and  the  Legislature  of  France,  into  these  ques- 
tions. The  treaty  of  protection,  then,  would  be  of  no 
avail  to  the  Ottoman  Porte ;  or  it  must  lead  as  certainly 
to  war,  as  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive  with  the  same 
Power  would.  I  quite  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the 
j)reservation  of  the  Ottoman  Government  is  much  more 
important  to  this  country  than  it  is  to  France.  It  is, 
in  truth,  essential  to  so  many  of  our  vital  interests,  and 
is  so  well  know^n  to  be  so,  that  it  is  a  point  of  honour. 
For  that  reason  I  would  much  prefer  to  consider  it  a 
British  object  in  the  existing  state  of  the  world  to 
making  it  the  object  of  a  stipulation  with  France.  It 
is  true  that  the  risk  is  increased,  that  the  aid  of  France 
mi<rht  not  be  offered  at  the  time  at  which  it  mi^ht  be 
most  necessary,  and  that  France  might  oppose  our 
operations.  But  it  is  quite  certain  that  France  could 
not  prevent  it  if  the  Ottoman  Porte  should  desire  it, 
and  I  would  much  prefer  to  incur  the  risk  of  the  con- 
sequences of  such  a  state  of  things  to  incurring  the 
greater  risks  which  might  result  from  the  proposed 
treat  v." 

ft. 

You  must   know  better  than  I  do  what  the  Aus- 
trians   would  say  to  the  invitation    to    ac(*ede  to  the 

'  l^specirtlly  the  Treaty  of  Ilunkiar  Skelessi  (July  8,  1833),  by  wliich 
the  l^ljick  Sea  lia<l  been  converteil  into  a  RuHsian  lake. 

•  I' ranee  would  have  liked  to  opjwse  our  operations  in  aid  uf  the  Purte 
in  1810,  but  dared  not  do  so. 
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treaty.^  Although  I  don't  think  the  apprehension  of 
revohitionary  movements  is  so  lively  in  Germany  at 
present  as  it  was  some  years  ago,  that  of  revolutionary 
policy  is  as  prevalent  as  ever  it  was.  I  think  that  Prince 
Metternich  would  not  approve  of  this  proposed  alliance 
of  protection.  He  would  not  accept  the  invitation  to 
accede,  and  would  not  make  the  proposition  to  Prussia, 
lie  is  not  yet  so  secure  in  his  position  in  Europe  as  to 
be  able  to  take  a  course  which  should  separate  him  at 
once  and  entirely  from  the  Emperor  of  liussia. 

We  must  not  conceal  from  ourselves  that  the  treaty 
of  i)rotection  of  the  Porte  would  be  considered,  and 
indeed  is  in  fiict,  a  treaty  of  offensive  alliance  against 
Kuvssia,  be  its  form  what  it  may.  Bussia  is  the  only 
Power  excepting  England  and  France  that  can  injure 
the  Porte.  It  is  with  Eussia  alone  that  the  Ottoman 
Government  has  questions  of  interest.  Tliat  govern- 
ment is  now  under  the  protection  of  Eussia ;  and  the 
ol)ject  of  the  treaty  would  be  to  substitute  the  protec- 
tion of  England  and  France  for  that  of  Eussia.  Metter- 
nich would  see  clearly  that  this  substitution  could  not 
l)e  made  without  war ;  and  I  thhik  that  in  a  war  betw^een 
the  maritime  Powers  and  Eussia  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Austria  would  take  the  part  of  the  latter. 

This  view  of  the  case  gives  an  answer  to  another 
(|uestiou  discussed  in  your  paper,  viz.  whether  Eussia 
would  l)e  disposed  to  agree  to  a  general  guarantee  of 
the  Ottoman  Power.  It  is  difficult  to  say  in  what  way 
Eussia  would  get  rid  of  this  proposition,  and  I  am  not 
informed  of  the  detail  of  affairs  at  the  present  moment. 
lUit  it  is  certain  that  Eussia  has  now  the  control  over 
I  he  Ottoman  Government,  and  that  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Emperor  will,  or  that  he  can,  lessen  his 

^  iSir  Frederick  Louib  was  now  British  Minister  at  Vienna. 
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hold  of  it  as  long  as  he  is  not  obliged  by  force  to  give 
it  up. 

The  question,  then,  comes  to  this :  Are  these  affairs 
to  remain  in  their  existing  state?  I  am  afraid  that 
there  is  no  remedy  but  time ;  and  the  steady  adlierence 
to  a  friendly  and  protecting  policy  towards  the  Otto- 
man Porte  by  the  King's  Government.  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  the  present  or  any  Viceroy  of  E^'pt  must 
do  whatever  the  British  Government  may  think  proper 
to  order.  We  must  not  encourage  or  protect  the  in- 
justice of  the  Ottoman  Government  towards  Mahomet 
Ali  or  towards  any  other  tributar}\  But  we  ought  to 
countenance  its  just  rights  and  authority,  to  discoun- 
tenance their  disobedience  and  opposition,  particularly 
in  arms,  and  above  all  their  relations  and  intrigues  with 
foreign  Powers.  By  these  measures  we  should  re-esta- 
blish confidence  in  our  intentions  at  the  Porte;  and 
wlien  the  })eriod  of  the  expiration  of  the  defensive 
treaty  with  llussia  will  arrive  we  may  hope  to  prevent 
its  being  renewed.  The  signal  of  dependence  on  the 
one  part  and  protection  on  the  other  will  thus  be  re- 
moved.    Time  may  put  an  end  to  the  reality. 

In  this  discussion  of  these  questions  I  believe  I  have 
adverted  to  all  the  points  of  your  paper. 

It  is  desirable  for  every  government  not  to  fail  in 
carrying  a  propositicm  which  it  may  make  to  a  foreign 
Power.  I  cannot  doubt  that  Pussia  will  not,  cannot,  con- 
cede its  supremacy  at  Constantinople,  nor  agree  to  any 
g(*neral  guarantee.  At  all  events  the  proposition  for 
such  a  one  ought  not  to  proceed  from  Enghiiid  or  from 
France,  or  from  an  alHance  of  England  and  France.  I 
liave  stated  mv  reason  for  tliinkin<T  that  the  working  <»f 
siicli  an  alliance  W(^uld  l)e  impracticable  to  produce  any- 
thing exci^pt  innuediate  war.     The  war  would  prol)ably 
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be^^Mienil.  It  would  involve  the  whole  of  Europe;  and 
if  by  iiccideut  the  councils  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  should 
not  see  clearly  the  road  to  their  own  mdependence  and 
salvation  by  })lacin<r  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
l^jijrland  and  France,  it  might  happen  that  the  result  of 
the  treaty  and  of  the  war  would  be  to  establish  more 
iirnily  than  ever  the  dependence  of  the  Ottoman  Porte 
upon  liussia. 

It  really  a})i)ears  to  me,  upon  the  whole,  that  the 
measure  proi)osed  is  one  of  great  risk,  with  little  pro- 
spect of  advantage. 

I  think  that  the  best  thing  to  do  with  this  letter 
and  your  ])apers  is  to  put  them  under  cover  to  Lord 
Melbourne.  Thev  could  not  <ro  to  my  home  in  London 
in  less  than  four  covers,  which  might  attract  more 
attention  than  one  directed  to  him. 


T^>raMei.  ^  ^^^^^  Icam  from  the  Foreign  Office  that  there 
sM"Fre«^i!!.  ^^  ^^  messeng(T  going  this  evening  to  Vienna, 
iwni'i""^'  '^^^^^  ■'■  ^'^^^  ^'^^  opportunity  of  writing  a  Ihie. 
.hiVv  18  ^  ^^ "^"^  ^^'^y  ^'^  ^^^^^^^  after  you  left  London,  quite 
1M30.  down  witli  fever  and  loss  of  appetite ;  and  though 

1  am  quite  recovered  I  cannot  say  I  feel  myself  as  I 
was  btfore.  Ilalford  says  I  am  not  the  same,  and 
ahoirether  I  am  inclined  to  be  low  and  weak.  Tlie  fact 
is,  I  want  some  rest  and  freedom  from  anxiety.  I  shall 
be  very  glad  of  it,  but  do  not  see  much  prospect.  I 
sliall  be  anxious  to  h(»ar  from  you  how  you  find 
the  land  lying  at  Vi(*nna,  and  if  you  find  Metteniich 
there.  There  a})pears  to  me  to  have  been  lately  a  sort 
ol'  ill-humour  al)out  his  communications,  certainly  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  occasion,  and  a  tone  of  haughtiness 
and  iiiquM-iousness  which,  considering  the  relative  rela- 
tion of  the  countries,  is  to  a  degree  ridiculous.     Ue 
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writes  as  if  he  had  thirty  sail  of  the  line  cruising  in  the 
Baltic ;  while  the  tone  of  Eiissia,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  in  the  highest  degree  moderate  and  conciliatory. 
Ancillon  also  vapours  much,  and  altogether  they  lay  a 
stress  upon  this  affair  of  Cracow  wliich  appears  to  me 
to  be  disproportionate  and  unaccountable.  If  their 
case  is  true,  it  would  have  been  much  better  if  we  had 
had  a  consul  there,  who  would  have  given  us  a  true 
account,  and  one  upon  which  we  should  have  relied, 

which  we  never  shall  do  upon 's  ^  assertion.     The 

evil  of  this  tone  is — and  this  you  may  impress  upon 
Metternich — that  whilst  it  does  not  affect  the  minister 
against  whom  it  is  levelled,  it  does  very  much  excite 
and  irritate  the  King,  who  attributes  it  all  to  Eussia, 
and  considers  that  it  is  done  on  her  part  to  put  for- 
ward the  Cabinets  of  Berlin  and  Vienna  in  order  to  see 
how  nmch  bile  will  accumulate,  while  she  remains  in 
tlie  background  ready  to  take  any  advantage  that  may 
ofler.  We  all  wish  for  peace,  but  Metternich  should 
remember  that,  whatever  should  be  the  disposition  of 
other  kings,  kings  of  England  hke  war,  which  they 
wage  in  comparative  security,  and  wliich  offers  to  them 
nothing  l)ut  pleasurable  excitement,  and  commands 
and  promotions  to  give  and  to  make.  We  understand 
from  Paris  that  the  dismissal  of  the  Eeis  Effendi  has 
made  a  very  unfavourable  impression,  according  to 
ThicMS,  at  Vienna.  Sebastian! *^  told  me  before  he  went 
that  Metternich's  humour  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
change  in  liis  situation  at  home,  and  tlie  different  degree 
of  power  which  he  now  has  comj)ared  with  that  which 
lie  had  before  the  Emperor's  death. 

*  Ai>j)arontly  the  worils  here  are  *  Mr.  A's.* 

-  Sebastirtui  was  Trench  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  St.  Jaiiies  from 
1835  to  18-10. 
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Jreanwliilo  tho  King  continued  to  be  firm  about  Canada, 
declining  to  sanction  the  alienation  of  the  Crown  lands,  or  the 
introduction  of  the  elective  principle  into  the  Constitution  of 
Lower  Canada.  However,  in  the  year  after  the  appointment  of 
Lord  (losford  as  Governor  of  the  Province,  popular  indignation 
rose  to  such  a  height  that  Lord  Glenelg  was  compelled  to  send 
off  a  supplementary  despatch  declaring  that  the  Commissioners 
had  full  power  to  emjuire  into  every  subject  connected  with  the 
colony  and  its  government.*  The  King  s  consent  was,  however, 
not  given  until  after  several  refusals. 

Tho  King  The  Kinp^  having  had  a  long  conversation  with 
Meiixmrne.  LohI  Glcnclg  tliis  (lay  on  the  subject  of  an 
Crtstio,  additional  despatch  to  the  Earl  of  Gosford,  to 
iM.s<5.  '  which  his  Majesty  has  refused  his  consent,  and 
l)ein<jr  informed  bv  Lord  Glenel<(  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  Viscount  Mel])ourne  to  enter  on  the  subject  of  Canada 
with  the  King  to-morrow,  conceives  the  moment  is  now 
arrived  to  explain  to  his  confidential  servants  his  rff- 
terminatiini  and  Jixed  resolution  never  to  permit  anydes- 
l)alch  to  be  sent  to  his  Majesty's  representative  in  Canada 
or  any  other  colony  holding  an  allegiance  to  Great 
liritain  that  can  for  a  moment  hold  out  the  most  distant 
idea  of  the  King  ever  permitting  the  question  to  be  cn- 
tei'tained  by  his  Majesty's  confidential  servants  of  a  mosfc 
remote  bearing  relative  to  any  change  in  the  manner  of 
tli(^  ai)pointment  in  the  King's  Councils  in  the  numerous 
colonies. 

His  ]\Iajesty  is  persuaded  that  the  maintenance  of 
this  just  prerogative  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  is  the 

'  On  tho  appointment  of  Lord  Gosford  in  1885,  a  few  days  after  his 
Rpeoch  to  Sir  Charlos  Grey,  the  King  said :  *  Mind  what  yon  are  about  in 
(']iii:i(l(i.  By  God«  I  will  never  consent  to  alienate  the  Crown  lands,  nor 
to  iii.'iko  tho  Council  elective.  Mind  mo,  my  Lord,  the  Cabinet  is  not 
my  Cabinet ;  they  had  better  take  care,  or,  by  God,  I  wiU  have  them  ira- 
poached.*— llobhoudc's  *  liecollections  '  in  the  Edinburgh  Beview,  voL 
cxxxiii. 
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safeguard  for  the  j)reservatiou  of  the  wise  and  liappy 
coiiuectioii  between  the  mother  count rv  and  the  colonies, 
Avhich  it  is  both  the  duty  and  tlie  inclination  of  the  King 
to  maintain. 

His  Majesty  cannot  conclude  without  remarking  that 
this  prerogative  thus  exercised  by  the  Crown  has  ever 
existed  since  Great  Britain  has  been  in  possession  of 
colonies,  and  never  before  has  been  called  in  question. 

On  June  9  Sir  II.  Taylor  writes  further  : — 

His  Majesty,  indeed,  laments  the  occurrence  of  any 
dilficulty  in  consequence  of  his  withholding  his  sanction, 
but  his  objection  is  not  a  fanciful  or  inconsiderate  one  : 
it  is  founded  on  conviction  and  on  principle  which  he 
camiot  abandon,  and  he  considers  it  his  duty  to  concur 
with  those  who  hold  the  same  opinion  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  it.  He  ol)jects  on  principle,  and  upon  what  he 
considers  sound  constitutionid  grounds,  to  the  adoption 
of  the  elective  principle  in  the  constitution  of  the  legis- 
lative councils  in  colonies,  and  he  is  satisfied  that  he  is 
fulfilling  the  obligations  of  his  high  station  by  resisting 
the  attempt  to  introduce  what  he  views  as  organic! 
changes. 

There  can  be  no  modification  of  this  question,  nor 
any  lio})e  held  out  of  concession  which  would  not 
produce  further  ])retensions.  The  end  of  the  question 
must  be  consent  or  refusal,  and  his  Majesty  deems  him- 
self l)ound  to  persist  hi  the  latter  alternative. 

To  the  remainder  of  the  instruction  wliich  has  been 
prepared  he  does  not  object,  provided  that  the  points 
which  he  had  struck  out  be  excluded. 

The  assistance  ^iven  to  the  Constitutional  cause  in  Spain 
airainst  th(»  Tarli-sts,  undtT  the  Quadruple  Treaty  of  18ot,  was 
hardly   effective.     Actual    intervention   was  declined    both    hy 
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France  and  England,  but  as  a  compromise  British  subjects  were 
allowed  to  enlist  in  the  Spanish  Legion.  Underpaid  and  half- 
starved,  tlie  British  contingent  did  little,  and  the  war  dragged 
on.  Its  progress  was  marked  by  incidents  that  were  a  disgrace 
to  civilisation. 

T^ni  Moi-   YiscouxT  Mklbouhxk  preseiits  liis  humble  duty 

hoiiriio  to  -%r»  11  nit 

th.'  Kinj,'.  to  your  Majesty,  and  lamenls  to  una  that  the 
street,  letter  which  Viscount  Melbourne  did  liimself 
iwau.  '  the  honour  of  addressing  to  your  Majesty  yes- 
terday, has  made  the  impression  upon  your  Majesty's 
mind  which  your  Maiestv  describes. 

Viscount  jMell)ourne,  however,  consoles  himself  with 
tlie  reflection  that  either  some  misapprehension  has 
taken  i)lace  with  respect  to  the  meaning  and  import  of 
that  letter,  or,  which  is  far  more  likely,  that  Viscount 
M(»ll)ourne  expressed  himself  obscurely  and  imper- 
fectlv. 

Viscount  IMelbourne  never  intended  to  convey  any- 
tliinjr  resembling  indifference  upon  the  violent  and 
sanguinary  events  which  have  lately  taken  place  in 
Spain.  Viscount  Mell)Ourne  deeply  laments  and  greatly 
condcMuns  them  in  themselves,  and  without  fjoing  back 
to  former  times,  with  respect  to  which  there  is  much 
controversy    and     much    well-founded     difference    of 

ft 

opinion,  the  recent  experience  of  the  year  1830  has 
taught  him  what  a  serious  effect  revolutions  of  this 
cliarncter  and  nature  may  produce  upon  the  tranquillity 
of  ncigh])ouring  nations. 

Viscount  Melbourne,  however,  greatly  rejoices  to 
coll(»ct  from  the  paragraph  of  your  Majesty's  letter 
which  conveys  that  *  it  is  by  no  means  your  Majesty's 
wish  or  int(Miti()n  to  witlidraw  your  countenance  or 
])r()tection  from  tlie  Regent  of  Spain,  or  her  infant 
charge,'    that   there    exists    no   difference   of  oi)Uuou 
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leading  to  any  prar*tioal  result.  Viscount  Melbourne 
had  not  tliou<(lit  that  the  proposed  note  would  have  the 
effeot  of  connecting  your  Majesty  with  the  proceedings 
and  prospects  of  a  revolutionary  government,  or  Vis- 
count Melbourne  would  never  have  been  a  party  to 
submitting  it  to  your  Majesty. 

Viscount  Mell)ourne  has  not  lost  sight  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  French  Government  to  which  your 
Majesty  has  directed  Viscount  Melbourne's  attention. 
The  French  Government  have  suspended  for  the  present 
the  additional  measures  of  co-operation  w^hich  they 
were  about  to  adopt,  but  have  not  withdrawn  any 
assistance  which  they  had  before  given  ;  and  Viscount 
Melbourne  cannot  help  observing  that  your  Majesty  has 
hitherto  viewed  the  whole  of  the  pohcy  pursued  by  tlie 
King  of  France  towards  Spain  with  great  suspicion  and 
distrust.^ 

With  respect  to  what  may  hereafter  take  place  in 
Spain  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes,  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne does  not  presume  to  hazard  any  prediction. 
Vis(*ount  Melbourne  does  not  conceive  himself  to  have 
stated  in  his  former  letter  that  it  was  inexpedient  that 
your  Majesty's  Government  should  pause  and  deliberate 
before  they  determined  to  persevere  in  the  course  they 
had  previously  adopted.  On  the  contrar}%  this  is  the 
course  which  Viscount  Melbourne  intended  to  recom- 
mend— to  stand  where  we  are,  not  to  be  heated  with 
indignation,  not  to  be  bewildered  with  fear,  to  take  a 
cahu  view  of  what  has  taken  place,  to  wait  for  tlie 
events  wliich  are  to  come,  and  to  form  our  judgment 

'  In  wliich  the  Kin^if  was  thoroughly  justified.  France  showed  an 
increasing  clisposition  to  sympathise  with  the  Carlists,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing  yojir  the  auxiliary  force,  wliich  had  been  garrisoned  on  the  Spanish 
frontier,  was  withdrawn. 
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ui)on  tlie  whole  matter  dispassionately,  with  a  view  to 
the  preservation  of  peace  in  Europe,  and  to  the  pronK^- 
tion  of  the  interests  of  Great  Britain. 

The«ame  YiscouNT  Mklbourne  sccs  in  the  ncAvspapcrs 
Rftino.  the  account  of  tlie  dissolution  of  the  French 
Street,  Ministry.^  This  event  rendera  the  affairs  of 
i«ao.      '   Spain  still  more  complicated  and  difficult. 

Viscount  Melbourne  will  onlv  venture  to  su<j«fest  as 
a  jreneral  principle  tliat  wlien  a  nation  is  in  the  state  of 
the  Spaniards  tlie  sudden  withdrawhig  of  the  coun- 
tenance of  other  Powers  tends  to  strengtlien  the  more 
violent  and  desperate  party,  and  to  increase  and  exas- 
perate the  evils  which  are  taking  place.  It  deprives 
the  nation  of  hope,  and  drives  it  to  despair.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  the  determination  of  the  foreign  mhiisters  to 
remain  at  Paris  in  Julv  1830 — a  determination  which 
is  mainly  to  ])e  attributed  to  Count  Pozzo  di  Borgo* — 
caused  a  much  more  moderate  course  to  be  adopted 
than  ])rol)aljly  would  have  been  othei*\'S'ise  pursued,  and, 
it  is  reas()nal)le  to  suppose,  saved  Europe  from  a  war 
which  might  have  been  either  long  or  short,  but  which 
would  have  l)cen  i)regnant  with  hazard  and  danger. 

TIio  Kw^  in  a  long  letter,  dated  November  7,  1836,  draws 
Jjord  Melbourne's  atttMition  to  the  state  of  France,  and  states  his 
apj)re]ien8ions  *  that  France  may  become  ere  long  the  theatre  of 
another  fritrbt  fill  rovolut  ion,  in  which  a  largo  and  ill-disposed  army 
would  probably  tak(»  a  principal  share,  of  which  the  object  would 
be  the  overturn  of  the  existing  Monarchy  and  the  support  of 
rival  pretensions,  either  Carlist'  or  Bonapartist,  or  the  establish- 

*  The  Due  (le  Broglie  and  Guizot  retired,  and  a  new  Ministry  was 
forniod  under  Thiers. 

'  The  witty  Corsican.  who  entered  the  8er\-ico  of  Russia  in  1808,  and 
was  the  leadin<;:  diplomatist  of  the  Czar  until  his  death,  in  1842. 

'  That  i8,  Legitimist. 

A   A 
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ment  of  a  Republican  form  of  goveminent  or  of  military  des- 
potism, all  or  cither  producing  a  struggle  between  contending 
parties,  and  great  disorder.'  He  did  not  think  that  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  would  extend  to  this  country,  or  even  t-o  Ireland, 
unless  it  should  be  '  produced  by  a  foreign  war  in  which  this 
country  should  be  engaged,  and  promoted  by  external  aid.'  Hut 
with  n»ganl  to  the  foreign  policy  of  Kn gland  some  decision 
should  be  taken.  The  struggle  could  hardly  fail  to  bo  European. 
He  thought  that  an  attitude  of  strict  neutrality  should  be 
preserved ;  avoiding  an  alliance  either  with  Republicanism  or 
Absolutism.  He  thought  that  Russia  would  have  to  be  carefully 
watched,  as  she  would  probably  take  the  opportunity  to  '  pursue 
her  projects  ea^tfrard,  with  the  hoi>e  that  the  attentions  of  others 
would  bo  absorbed  in  the  great  continental  struggle.' 

ix^rd  Upon  my  arrival  in  Ix>n(lon  late  on  Monday 
tosir"  eveninfjr,  I  found  your  letter  of  the  7tli  instant, 
TilyuTr.  written  l)y  his  Majesty's  conmiand,  and  sane- 
street,  tioned  by  his  Maj(*sty's  si<jniature.  Tlie  prin- 
io,T«8«.  ^  eiples  laid  down  appear  to  nie  to  be  just,  tlie 
objects  ri<rht,  and  the  o})inions,  as  far  as  opinions  can 
be  formed  upon  future  and  continjrent  events,  perhaps 
too  likelv  to  be  realised.  At  the  same  time  it  must 
be  recollected  that  in  human  affairs  a  fearful  storm 
often  ap])ears  to  be  impending  and  inevitable,  and  tlicn 
the  clouds  on  a  sudden  dis[)erse  of  themselves,  and  if 
tlu^y  do  burst  they  do  so  from  a  quarter  and  in  a 
direction  exactlv  the  reverse  of  that  whicdi  liad  l)een 
anticipated.  So  uncertain,  indeed,  is  the  course  (^f 
luiman  events  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to 
foresee  them  with  an  exactness  suflicient  to  enable  us 
to  do  more  than  to  lay  down  tlie  most  general  rules  for 
{\w  direction  and  guidance  of  our  conduct  hi  the  cir- 
cumstances which  mav  o<*cur. 

There  certainly  appears  to  be  nuich  wild  oi)inion, 
mucii  disposition   to   change,  nuich  in  France   that    is 


FOKEIGN   AND  COLONIAL  AFFAIKS  355 

liostile  to  settled  and  established  goveriiinent ;  and  the 
various  elements  of  discord  and  dissension  which  exist 
in  Europe  are  well  enumerated  and  weighed  in  the 
letter  which  his  Majesty  has  directed  you  to  write.  But 
I  trust  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  principle  of 
stability  is  yet  stronger  than  tlie  principle  of  distur- 
bance, and  that  tlie  experience  of  past  evils  and  pre- 
sent benefits  will  be  sufficient  to  guard  us  against  the 
re})etition  of  such  scenes  as  clouded  and  disgraced 
tlie  terminaticm  of  the  last  centurv. 

If  the  contrary  should  unfortunately  l)e  the  case, 
and  Europe  should  be  again  convulsed  by  wars  and 
revolutions,  I  agree  that  the  policy  of  England  should, 
if  possible,  be  to  preserve  her  own  peace  and  neutrality ; 
l)ut  I  own  I  have  little  hope  that,  if  contests  should 
arise  of  any  extent  or  duration,  she  would  be  long 
able  to  do  so.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  a 
great,  i)owerful,  and  leading  country  should  long  be  able 
to  hold  herself  aloof  from  those  contentions  in  which 
her  neighbours  are  engaged.  It  will  not  be  for  the 
honour  and  interest  of  the  Crown  that  Great  Britain 
should  ally  herself  either  with  the  spirit  of  general 
revolution  or  of  arbitrary  government.  But  neither 
will  it  be  ])oliti(*.  or  prudent  for  her  to  take  excep- 
tion to  any  form  of  government,  despotic  or  repul)- 
lican,  which  mav  be  established  in  other  countries. 
Th(»se  views  are,  I  a})prehend,  in  unison  with  his 
^Majesty's  oi)ini()ns ;  they  are  very  general,  l)ut  it  is  im- 
])o.ssible  to  lay  down  more  precisely  the  course  to  be 
l)ursued,  which  must  be  determined  by  circumstances  as 
they  arise,  and  l)y  the  events,  the  tempers,  and  the  feel- 
ings with  which  we  may  have  to  deal.  His  Majesty 
remembers  and  understands,  and  remembers  much 
b.'lter  than  I  do,  all  that  led  to  the  commencement  of 

A  A  2 
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tlie  Frenoli  war  in  1793.  Public  opinion  was  strong  in 
favour  of  that  war.  Those  whose  opinions  were  against 
it  were  listened  to  with  disregard  or  with  impatience. 
Now  public  opinion  runs  as  blindly  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  everything  done  at  that  time  is  considered 
as  the  height  of  folly  and  injustice. 

I  will  take  care  that  the  whole  of  your  most  im- 
portant and  well-considered  letter  shall  receive  the 
attention  which  it  deserves. 


Sir  I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  Kin<j 

Herbert 

Taylor  to  your  lordsliip's  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  and 
Melbourne.  I  luivc  rcceived   his   Majestv's   commands  to 

Private.  i      .      i         i  i     *•         i 

Brighton,     assurc  vou   that   he  has  derived   great   satis- 

November      «,.'/.  ,,  .  i  •    i  i 

12,  i8»6.  laction  Irom  the  manner  m  which  vou  have 
entered  into  the  general  subject  of  his  communication 
of  the  7 til  instant,  and  that  he  has  read  with  equal 
interest  vour  remarks  ui)(>n  it. 

The  King  agrees  with  your  lordship  that  the  un- 
certain course  of  human  events  precrludes  tlie  possibility 
of  foreseeing  them  with  an  exactness  sufficient  to  enable 
us  to  do  more  than  to  lay  down  general  rules  applical)le 
to  the  circumstances  which  mav  occur;  but  he  conceives 
that  passing  events  may  justify  surmises  with  respect  to 
the  '^eneral  nature  of  others  which  mav  arise  out  cT 
them,  and  that  the  timelv  consideration  of  tlie  various 
contingencies  whicli  may  arise  must  produce  the  rnlvaii- 
tage  of  being  better  pre})ared  for  that  pnnnpt  decision 
which  averts  the  mischief  ever  attendin<ij  delav  and 
hesitation.  Tlie  course  of  events  mav  differ  ess^Mitiallv 
from  that  wliich  has  been  anticipated  and  apprehended, 
l)Ut  tlie  general  state  of  Europe  oilers  certain  features 
which  cannot  be  mistaken,  and  whi(^li  must  have  a 
decided  inlluence  upon  the  ])rogress  and  the  results  of 
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any  striif?gle  which  may  arise ;  and  it  is  with  reference 
to  tliese  leachng  features  that  his  Majesty  was  anxious 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  the  prin- 
ciple w^hich  sliould  guide  the  conduct  of  his  govern- 
ment, although  lie  admits  that  circumstances  may  occur 
which  could  render  impossible  the  strict  or  continued 
adherence  to  any  rule  laid  down  for  the  direction  and 
guidance  of  its  proceedings.  The  King  sincerely  hopes 
that  your  lordship's  opinion,  that  the  principle  of  sta- 
bility is  vet  strontjfer  than  the  inclination  to  disturbance, 
may  prov^e  well-founded ;  but  he  cannot  help  observing 
tliat  the  experience  of  past  evils  has  not  preserved 
Spain  and  Portugal  from  the  repeated  renewal  of  dis- 
order, and  tliat  there  have  been  many  indications  in 
France  and  in  Italy  of  a  disposition  which  little  accords 
with  tlie  just  appreciation  of  present  benefits  and  of  the 
])lessings  of  peace.  The  King  decidedly  concurs  in 
your  sentiments  tliat  while  it  will  not  be  for  the  interests 
or  honour  of  the  Crown  that  Great  Britain  should  ally 
herself  either  with  the  spirit  of  general  revolution  or  of 
arl)ilrary  government,  it  will  be  neither  politic  nor  pru- 
dent for  her  to  take  exception  to  any  form  of  govem- 
nu»nt,  despotic  or  republican,  which  may  be  established 
in  other  countries. 

His  Majesty  agrees  with  5'ou  in  the  distinction  which 
yon  have  drawn  between  the  character  and  tendency  of 
])ul)li(i  opinion  in  this  country  in  1793  and  that  which 
seems  to  ])revail  at  present,  though  he  believes  it  would 
now  under  any  circumstances  be  in  its  effect  passive 
rather  than  active. 


Tho  same    ^  "  ^^  **'  ^^^^  liouour  to  rcccive  and  to  submit  to 


t..  the        th(i  King  vour  lordship's  letter  of  the  31st  ult. : 
riivuto.      jinj  iij}^  Majesty  has  ordered  me  to  express  the 
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Brighton,    satisfaction  with  which  he  has  read  it,  and  to 

January  a,  .  -  ..  ,     - 

1MU7.  assure  you  oi  his  conhal  and  uncjuahfied  assent 

to  the  opinions  which  it  conveys  on  the  views,  the 
interests,  and  the  poUcy  of  this  countiy  in  its  relations 
with  foreifrn  states. 

Tlie  King  is  persuaded,  as  you  are,  that  jealousy  of 
tlie  property  and  grandeur  of  this  country  is  the  domi- 
nant feeUng  of  France,  and  of  every  state  on  the  Conti- 
nent ;  he  considers  it  to  have  been  shown  at  all  times, 
and  on  everv  occasion  to  have  been  ill-concealed  l)v 
those  which  needed  our  assistance  for  their  preservation, 
and  when  it  was  essential  to  them  that  we  should  possess 
the  means  of  affording  effectual  aid,  and  that  it  was 
betrayed  beyond  the  power  of  doubt  so  soon  as  that 
necessity  hail  been  removed.  Without  seekhig  for  more 
remote  instances,  his  Majesty  would  refer  to  the  conduct 
of  Portugal,  or  even  of  Spain,  upon  every  question  in 
which  liritish  interests  become  the  objects  of  considera- 
tion. His  Majesty  admits  that  experience  in  such  a 
feeling  on  their  part  is  not  calculated  to  encourage  or 
justify  predilections  towards  them,  and  that  we  should 
therefore  be  guided  ui  our  own  proceedings  with  respect 
to  them  bv  cinnimstances  and  bv  consideration  of  what 
is  best  suited  to  our  interests ;  always,  however,  bearing 
in  mind  that,  hi  transactions  between  states  as  between 
individuals,  'honesty  is  the  best  policy.' 

The  difference  in  such  transactions  is  that  individuals 
may,  in  tlie  exercise  of  indulgence  and  liberality,  assume 
a  latitude  which  would  be  inadmissible  on  the  part  of 
gov(»rnments,  inasnnich  as  tlie  leading  principle  of  the 
|)<)Ii<*v  of  aiivcountrv  must  be  strict  attention  to  its  own 
inlcrcsis. 

The  Kin^  airrccs  with  vour  lordship  in  considering^ 
lionis    lliilippe   sincere  in   his  determination   to   avoid 
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interference,  and  he  believes  him  to  be  guided  in  this 
rjspect  by  the  conviction  that  intervention  upon  a  large 
scale  (and  it  might  not  be  easy  to  calculate  its  eventual 
extent)  would  expose  him  to  great  hiconvenience  and 
danger,  and  therefore  to  be  influenced  by  a  considera- 
tion of  wliat  is  best  suited  to  his  own  mterests. 

The  only  circumstance  which  might,  in  his  Majesty's 
opinion,  produce  a  change  in  this  detennination  would 
be  such  a  state  of  things  in  Spain  as  might  offer  a  plau- 
sible plan  for  the  occupation  of  some  province,  Cata- 
lonia for  instance. 

Altliough,  therefore,  his  Majesty  has  ever  felt  de- 
sirous that  France  should  give  greater  efficacy  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  Quadruple  Treaty,  he  has  not  ceased 
to  condenui  tlie  earnestness  with  which  Mr.  Villiers* 
has  pressed  for  intervention,  without  reference  to  any . 
other  than  local  contingencies  and  the  circumstances  of 
tlie  moment,  and  he  has  often  remarked  to  Lord  Pal- 
merston  tliat  Mr.  VilHers'  zeal  has  outrun  his  discretion. 
He  ai)})e[irs  to  his  Majesty  to  have  been  equally  unfor- 
tunate in  his  estimates  of  the  character  of  those  who 
have  been  successively  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Queen 
of  Spain's  councils,  each  having  in  turn  been  the  object 
cf  Iiis  confidence  and  admiration,  and  of  his  mistrust 
and  severe  reprobation ;  and  this  appUes  particularly  to 
Mr.  ^[endizabal.- 

His  ^lajesty  is  not  surprised  that  Louis  Philippe 
sliould  be  unwilling  to  commit  himself  further  with 
goviM'nments  so  inca})able,  so  inefficient,  so  little  con- 
tii.stent  in  principle,  and  almost  invaiiably  so  ill-served 

*  Afterwards  Lonl  Clarendon,  Secretary  for  Foreign  Aflaira,  and  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  If  is  corrcspcindence  as  quoted  by  Groville  (espe- 
v'liiWy  iii.  :J'21.  MIW),  i)i\'})  hirdly  ln'iirs  out  the  King*8  impreflsion. 

'^  Mendi/abal,  a  Jew  who  had  made  his  fortune  in  London,  became 
Trinie  Minister  of  Spain  in  1835  (Ihilwer's  Palmerston,  ii.  222  284). 
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as  those  which  have  fijjfured  in  Spain,  and  he  considers 
that  nothing  but  tlie  conviction  of  the  prejudice  which 
our  interests  would  suffer  from  the  success  of  Don 
Carlos  could  have  justified  the  extent  of  the  support 
we  have  given  to  a  government  so  constituted  and  so 
administered. 

His  Majesty  rejoices  to  learn  from  Lord  Granville's  * 
despatches  that  there  is  no  probability  of  the  French 
Govenmient  guaranteeing  a  loan  on  the  security  of 
Cuba,  as  anything  producing  the  most  indirect  claim 
on  the  part  of  France  on  that  Spanish  colony  might 
j)ave  the  way  for  ulterior  designs,  and  involve  this 
countiy  in  a  contest. 

Nor,  indeeil,  does  a  loan  appear  to  offer  to  France, 
even  w-itli  that  security,  the  same  advantage  as  to 
England,  which  would  derive  from  it  the  only  chance 
of  ever  recovering  the  value  of  the  arms  and  other 
8upi)lies  furnished  to  the  Spaniards  during  the  present 
contest. 

Tiie  «amo  I  HAVE  Submitted  to  the  King  your  lordship's 
to  the         letter  of  vesterdav,  and    tlie  letter  of  Prince 


tMrne. 


ja"mi!l^"5,  Metternich  to  Esterhazy,  which  I  beg  toretuni. 
1H37.  jjjg  Majesty  agrees  with  you  in  pronouncing  it, 

like  all  his  papers,  oracular  and  obscure.  He  always 
writes  as  if  he  meant  to  keep  a  loop-hole  and  to  reserve 
to  liimself  tlie  faciHtv  of  contesting  the  assumed  inter- 
])retation  of  what  lie  has  said,  if  a  change  of  circum- 
stances or  of  views  should  raise  the  question. 

He  admits  an  identitv  of  interest  between  Austria 
and  England  (m  Eastern  questions,  and,  this  being 
sclf-evidcMit  and  generally  acknowledged,  he  asks  how 
hai)pens  it   that  England  has  taken  a  course  so  opposed 

'  British  Minister  at  Paris. 
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to  lliat  i^rinciple.  But  lie  applies  this  question  to  no 
particular  period.  The  '  divergence  '  occurred  in  1828- 
1829,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Canning,  and 
may  l)e  ascribed  to  a  classical  predilection  for  the  inde- 
])endence  of  Greece  which  equally  engaged  the  romantic 
fceliugs  of  Frauce,  while  Russia  took  advantage  of  it  to 
pursue,  with  the  aid  of  both,  her  designs  to  reduce  the 
power  and  resources  of  the  Porte. 

Since  that  period  we  have  professed  to  check  the 
supposed  views  of  Russia,  or  rather  we  have  professed 
our  wish  to  do  so  ;  and  in  the  bickerings  which  have 
taken  place  (for  they  cannot  be  said  to  have  amounted 
to  more),  the  court  of  Vienna,  or  at  least  its  represen- 
tative at  Constantinople,  has  sided  w4tli  Russia  rather 
than  witli  us.  Rcl'ently  the  policy  of  Austria  may  have 
again  become  scmiewhat  anti-Russian  in  consequence 
of  the  jealousy  to  which  the  increasing  trade  bv  the 
Dainilje  and  Hlack  Sea  may  give  occasiim,  and  it  re- 
mains to  l)e  seen  how  far  tlie  identity  of  cow meraa/ inter- 
ests  may  prevail  in  re-establishing  the  political  union. 

Tiince  Mettci'nich  chiinis  great  credit  for  Austria  in 
not  having  interfered  in  tlie  (piestions  and  contests 
which  have  arisen  in  Spain  and  Portugal;  but  it  may 
beol)served  that  he  could  not  have  done  so,  on  the  prin- 
ciple lie  maintains,  which  is  o])posed  to  that  adopted 
bv  luiL'land  and  Trance,  without  en^airinjjf  in  a  <ireneral 
contest.*  Ilis  lliglniess  lays  great  stress  upon  the  in- 
<*oii'cctness  and  the  danger  of  allowing  the  order  of  suc- 
(•cssion  in  Spain  to  l)e  changed  by  the  will  of  Ferdinand 
VIL,  but  he  overlooks  the  fact  that  this  wiuj  not  the 
liist  change  in  that  order  of  succession,  and  that  Ferdi- 
nand VII.  had  a  choice  of  })recedents  since  the  Treaty 

'  Mc'ttornifh'H  Mcmnirn  proved  that  if  he  hiul  (larcd  ho  wuuld  Lavo 
iiitcrvLiiod  in  S|iiiiiibh  ullairs  iii  fuvuur  of  Don  Carlon. 
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of  Utreclit,  witliout  going  l^ack  to  the  time  of  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  or  to  the  more  remote  periods  of  the 
history  cf  Spain  Avhen  the  Salic  and  the  anti-Salic  law 
variously  prevailed.  I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  it  was 
o})en  to  the  British  Government  to  admit  or  to  reject  the 
validity  of  the  testament  of  Ferdinand  VII.,  according 
to  its  view  and  conviction  of  the  leaning  and  inclination 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  Spanish  people,  and  its  very 
natural  desire  to  take  the  course  most  calculated  to  se- 
cure the  tranquilUty  of  the  Peninsula  and  therefore  also 
best  suited  to  the  interests  of  the  country ;  and  certainly 
tlie  state  of  things  in  Si)ain  at  the  ])eri()d  of  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  testament  fully  justifies  the  course 
taken. 

Jhit  Prince  Metternich  and  his  friends  of  the  Holy 
Alliance  may  perhaps  be  disposed  to  ascribe  the  course 
])ursued  to  a  predilection  for  the  introduction  and  esta- 
blishment of  constitutional  government,  and  to  argue 
tliat  if  the  <^overnment  of  the  countrv  had  been  Tory 
when  the  case  occurred  the  right  of  Don  Carlos  would 
have  been  preferred  to  that  of  his  infant  niece. 

ToT^rd  Thr  King  has  received  Viscount  Melbourne's 
MiUHmnic.  j^^tj^j.^  q{  vcstcrdav's  date  on  the  subject  of  tlie 
MT'^ii)  l)r()i)osed  renewal  of  the  Order  in  Council,  which 
1M37.  sus])ends  the  operation  of  the  Foreign  Enlist- 

nu^nt  Act  with  respect  to  those  of  his  Majesty's  sul)- 
jccts  who  may  enter  into  the  service  of  the  Queen  of 
Sj)ain,  and  his  ^lajesty  has  given  due  consideration  to 
all  that  is  urged  therein  in  su])port  tf  the  advice  ten- 
dered to  him  1)V  his   confidential  servants,  as  he  had 

ah'eadv  Lnven  to  what  had  l)een  sul)mitted  to  liim  ver- 
•    < 

ballv  bv  Visc(  u  it  Melbourne  and  Vix'ount  Palmerst«»n. 

ft  « 

The  Kin«/  is  uiiwillinif  to  eml)arras>  liis  «M>\tMinnent   bv 
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porsistinjr  in  liis  opposition  to  a  measure  upon  which 
they  lay  so  much  stress,  and  to  which  they  appear  to 
attacli  an  almost  paramount  importance,  as  its  adoption 
or  rejection  may  affect  either  the  character  and  the  cor.- 
sisteiicy  of  his  fiovernment,  or  the  jjeneral  course  and 
infhience  of  its  foreign  policy;  but  though  his  Majesty 
may  yield  to  this  consideration,  he  cannot  say  that  any 
remarks  made  or  arguments  produced  have  succeeded 
in  removing  the  objections  which  he  had  stated,  and 
which  he  continues  to  feel,  to  the  renewal  of  the  Order 
in  Council,  or  to  perseverance  in  the  course  which  ex- 
l)erience  has  shown  to  be  unavailing  and  to  have  been 
])r()du(*tiv^e  of  disap])ointnient  and  ridicule,  and  of  a 
sliare  in  that  disgra(?e  which  has  attended  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Queen  of  Spain's  government  under  succes- 
sive administrations. 

The  King  has  to  observe  that  the  period  of  suspen- 
sion of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  was  limited  bv  the 
Order  in  Council  issued  in  1835,  and  that  he  cannot 
admit  any  breach  of  compact,  or  any  retrogression  from 
engagements  entered  info,  to  be  imputable  to  this  coun- 
try for  not  renewing  the  Act,  or  for  not  extending  the 
])(»riod  of  an  experiment  which  has  tended  so  little  to 
the  satisfaction  and  credit  of  the  countiT,  and  so  little 
to  the  advantage  or  profit  of  the  Queen  of  Spain's  cause, 
wliih*  it  lias  offered  ami)le  proof  of  the  inability  or  the 
unwillingness  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  perform 
its  engagements  towards  those  of  liis  Majesty's  subjects 
who  have  entered  the  service  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and 
to  do  ('onnnon  justice  to  their  claims.  There  would,  in 
the  King's  opinion,  be  sufficient  reasons  for  not  comply- 
ing with  the  ap})lication  recently  made  by  the  Spanish 
(Jovcinnient,  aiul  no  other  justification  could  be  re- 
(|uir('d;  but  his  Majesty  di)es  not  deny  that  he  conteni- 
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])lates  with  concern  and  inipalience  tlie  manner  in  which 
the  lionour  and  the  credit  of  this  country  are  committed 
by  the  services  and  tlie  proceedinjrs  of  a  band  of  mer- 
cenaries whom  it  is  impossible  to  divest  of  the  denomi- 
nation and  cliaracter  of  British  subjects  and  British 
soUhers,  wliile  their  conduct  has  been  in  many  respects 
disreputable  and  unworthy  of  that  name  and  cliaracter. 

Viscount  i\[ell)ourne  has  observed  that  the  measure 
of  which  the  revival  is  now  proposed  met,  in  the  first 
instance,  with  his  Majesty's  sanction  and  a2)probati()n. 
lie  does  not  deny  this ;  but  his  objections  to  the  manner 
in  wliich  it  was  carried  into  eflect,  and  to  the  choice  of 
the  individual  entrusted  with  its  direcrtion,  were  earlv 
stated;  and  the  results  have  confirmed  them.  His  re- 
luctance to  continue  or  to  revive  that  sanction  arises, 
thercfon*,  from  the  failure  of  the  measure  to  which  he 
had  consiMiled,  and  not  from  any  indisposition  to  pro- 
mote anythinj/  from  which  he  may  expect  advantage  or 
credit  to  be  derived.  It  ai)plies  to  the  existence  of  a 
proved  evil. 

Having  thus,  injustice  to  himself,  recorded  his  feel- 
ings upon  this  subj(»ct,  tlie  King  actpiaints  Viscount 
Melbourne  that  he  consents  to  the  renewal  of  the  Order 
in  Council  for  one  year,  but  witli  the  understanding 
that  the  recruiting  for  tlie  service  of  the  (iueen  of  S})ain 
should  be  limited  to  Ireland,  and  that  those  enlisted 
may  be,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  Iioman  Catholic  per- 
suasion, it  being  obvious  that  i-e<-ruits  professing  that 
faith  are  much  belter  suited  to  the  service  of  the  (iueeu 
of  S[)ain,  and  to  the  country  in  which  they  are  to  serve, 
than  Protestants.^ 

'  Tlio  Kinj,'  withdrew  this  cuiulitiuii  on  the  2l8t,  in  aii-swcr  to  Lord 
Mclbouiiio'si  objections. 


305 


ciLvrrER  XI 

HOME   AFFAIRS 

1837-1841 

TiiK  accession  of  Qiioon  Victoria  greatly  strengthened  the  position 
of  the  Ministry.  Had  William  IV.  lived  niiich  longer  it  may 
he  doubted  if  the  Whi^s  could  have  continued  to  conduct  affairs 
in  the  face  of  the  royal  displeasure  and  the  mischievous  action 
of  the  Tory  majority  in  the  House  of  J^)rds.  It  is  true  that  the 
general  election  did  not  result  in  any  material  alt<3ration  of  the 
balance  of  parties ;  but  it  confirmed  the  Ministry  in  power,  and 
showed  that  the  nation  was  willing  to  regard  the  Liberal 
Ministry  as  fit  guardians  of  the  youfhful  sovereign.  Hence  the 
( )pi>ositi()n  was,  for  a  while,  less  assiduous  in  its  attacks.  To 
Lord  ^fel bourne  the  change  can  hardly  have  been  otherwise 
than  most  wekxmie.  He  certainly  spoke  from  his  heart  when 
h*»  descril>e<l  William  IV.  as  '  a  being  of  the  most  uncompro- 
mising and  firmest  honour  that  ever  it  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  place  upon  the  throne.'  But  he  was  now  given  an  occupation 
than  which,  as  (Ireville  rightly  remarks,  'none  was  ever  more 
engrossing  or  involved  greater  resix)n8ibility,'  and  Greville 
rightly  emphasises  the  romantic  side  of  the  relationship  when 
he  says :  '  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  passionati*Iy  fond  of  her,  as  he 
might  b(»  of  his  daughter  if  he  had  one,  and  the  more  because 
he  is  a  man  with  a  capacity  for  loving  without  having  anything 
in  th(*  world  to  love.'  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  if  the 
ju'count  of  Ijord  Mrllx)urne's  stewardship  were  to  be  laid  before 
the  world  it  woidd  abundantly  confirm  the  praise  bestowed  upon 
him  by  all  hiscontem|)oraries  for  the  manner  in  which  he  played 
his  great  ])art.  Hut  the  titne  for  such  a  publication  has  not 
ennie;  nor,  to  tell  the  truth,  are  the  materials  to  be  found 
among  Lord  Melbourne's  papera,  with  the  exception  of  the  letter 
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given  below.  It  only  remains  to  quote  once  more  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  testimony,  which  struck  fonMgn  observers  as 
being  so  admirably  illustrative  of  the  honour  which  prevails  in 
English  public  life  *  :  '  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  the  noble 
X'iscount  has  rendered  the  greatest  possible  ser\'ice  to  her 
Alajesty.  I  happen  to  know  that  it  is  her  Majesty's  opinion 
that  the  noUe  ^'iscount  has  rendered  her  Majesty  the  gn»atest 
possible  service,  making  her  acquaintt^d  with  the  mode  and 
]X)licy  of  the  government  of  this  country,  initiating  her  into  the 
laws  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  independently  of  the  piT- 
formance  of  his  duty  as  the  8er\'ant  of  her  Majesty's  Crown  ; 
tejiching  her,  in  short,  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  this  great 
countrv/ 

To  the  Viscount  Mklbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 
SouTh'  ^^^  your  Majesty,  and  has  the  honour  of  suh- 
jime23  HHttiug  the  letter  which  he  has  this  morning 
1H37.  receivt*d    from    Lord    Lansdowne.      Viscount 

Melbourne,  liaving  ol^tained  this  answer  on  the  ])art  of 
Ladv  Lansdown(»,  has  now  written  to  the  Duchess  of 
Sutherland,  and  will  lose  no  time  in  laying  before  your 
Majesty  her  Grace's  answer  when  he  shall  reeeive  it.- 

Lord  Melbourne  has  also  seen  Cai)tain  »Si)eneer,^  wlio 
has  this  morning  returned  from  Althorp,  and  Lord  ]^IeU 
])ourne  is  sorry  to  be  obli<red  to  add  that  he  is  unwill- 
ing  to  accept  the  oflice  which  has  been  oflered  to  him. 
With  the  utmost  duty  and  attachment  to  your  Majesty, 
C-aptain  Spencer  conceives  that  the  duties  are  very 
fnrei<ni  from  anv  in  which  he  has  ever  ])een  en<raired, 
and  \w  is  reluctant  to  undertake  them  from  a  feeliuir  iS 
his  incompetence  to  discharge  them.  Lord  Melbourm? 
combated  these  opinions,  and  tried  to  reason  Captain 
Spenc(M-  out  <!f  tliem,  but  in  vain. 

'  For  iiistjince.  tht*  (lerniJin  historijiii  Von  Kuiinier  {I'!irjlafifl  in  7N.J7, 
ii.  in>).  Tlii»  l)uk«'*K  HiHifli  was  iiuuk'  on  Xhv  rcsigiuilion  of  the  Whi^s, 
Au-,Mist  2t,  IHU. 

*  Tlu'  l>uclu'>s  of  Sntlurliiinl  In'oaino  Mistn-ss  of  tlic  UoIk'S. 

^  Ijitrd  SpciK-fi'H  luctlier.  uiul  tlu-  father  of  tlu-  i»r«-sc'iit  Kurl. 
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Lord  Melbourne  trusts  that  your  Maiesty  will  not 
feel  either  surpi'ised  or  discouraj^^ed  at  the  diffieulties 
which  occur  in  making  the  arrangement,  and  which 
TiOrd  Melbourne's  experience  enables  him  to  assure  your 
Majesty  iijways  do  occur  in  transactions  of  this  nature. 
The  persons  who  are  the  best  fitted  for  offices  are  often 
the  most  unwilling  to  undertake  them,  and  those  who 
are  least  qualified,  most  eager  to  obtain  them. 

The  appointment  of  your  Majesty's  Treasurer,  and 
cf  your  ladies,  is  the  most  pressing,  and  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne would  earnestly  rec(munend  a  serious  and  mature 
consideration  before  the  other  parts  of  the  household 
are  finally  determined  upon. 

It  will  be  conyenient  to  your  Majesty  if  your  Majesty 
will  return  any  letters  in  the  boxes  in  which  they  are 
sent,  as  your  Majesty  will  be  much  incommoded  by 
charging  yourself  with  the  custody  of  them. 

The  ovonta  of  the  remainder  of  the  year  do  not  call  for  any 
particular  remark  as  far  as  home  affairs  are  concerned.  The 
followin;r  letters  are,  perhaps,  worth  printing,  as  they  show  that 
Lord  Mell)ourne  was  able  to  hold  his  own  with  so  formidable  a 
controversialist  as  Bishop  Phillpotts. 


I  HAyE  this  morning  had  the  honour  of  receiy- 
Moibounic  iiig  your  lordship's  letter,  to  which  I  hasten  to 
nishopof  reply.  It  certainly  was  your  lordship  to  whom 
Dowiiinjr  I  alluded  in  the  debate  on  Monday  night  in  the 
N.>xviniH?r   House  of  Lords.     Indeed,  I  stated  that  I  ad- 

yerted  to  a  charge  delivered  by  a  reverend 
])r(4ate  to  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  lilxeter,  which 
could,  of  course,  only  be  understood  to  designate  your 
Lordship.  I  did  also  affirm  that  no  one  of  the  numerous 
and  distinguished  individuals  who  had  animadverted 
upon  the  ex[)ressions  which  I  had  employed  in  moving 
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the  Irish  Tithe  IVill  in  the  year  1835^  had  read  the 
whole  of  the  parajrraph  or  had  jifiveu  lue  the  l)eiiefit  of 
the  modifications  and  ([ludifications  with  which  I  had 
fruarded  my  propositions.  This,  I  said,  and  still  say, 
was  unfair ;  but  I  deny  that  the  cliarge  of  unfairness 
either  necessarily  does,  or  was,  intended  upon  the  present 
occasion  to  im[)ly  a  charge  of  dislionesty.  Persons  may 
very  easily  be  led  to  be  unfair,  and  very  fre(iuently  are 
so,  by  motives  and  impulses — not  of  a  dishonest  cha- 
racter— l)v  haste,  by  thou<ditlessness,  by  inadvertence, 
l)y  prejudice,  by  passion. 

It  is  ])ossible  that  what  I  said  may  appear  in  the 
report  more  bitter  than  it  really  was  in  the  uttei'ance. 
This  is  not  unfretpiently  the  case,  and  rive  versd.  I  did 
not  previously  intend  to  have  mentioned  this  subject, 
and  was  only  led  to  do  so  by  Lord  Itoden's  producinj; 
in  his  s[)eech  these  much-cited  phrases.  All  I  said  was 
that  when  so  nuu*h  stress  was  laid  upon  particndar  ex- 
j)r(»ssions,  and  such  serious  conclusions  were  drawn  from 
them,  fairness  recpiired  that  the  whole  passajre  in  which 
they  were  employed  should  be  ([noted.  I  was  perfectly 
aware  that  your  lordship  had  left  the  House*,  and  if  I 
had  intended  a  charire  of  a  serious  nature  I  should  not 
have  brought  it  forward  in  your  lordship's  absence. 

I  UAVi:  received  your  lord>hip's  letter  of  the 

Tlio  mime        V     T     .  1  •    1       *  •  1  /'IIP 

t«)iiu«         2nd  mst.,  which  opens   a  wider  lield  ol  arjiu- 


HilMkC. 


i>ownin-  nuMit  and  dispute  than  it  is  my  intention  to 
UvllmUr  enter  ni)on.  The  siiiL^h*  (piestion  between  us  is 
wheth(»r  upon  the  occasion  of  your  charjie  to 
your  (•1(M*L''V  your  lonlshii)  oimht  not  to  have  statt»d  to 
them  the  whole  passajrt*  upon  which  you  commcnt(»d, 

'  'Dm-  c\i)ns>ion  was:  *ji  heavy  blow  luul  discuurugoiiicnt  to  riutca- 
lautisin.' 
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and  from  wliidi  you  drew  such  im])ortant  conclusions. 
I  thouji^lit  that  you  ought ;  and,  having  read  your  lord- 
ship's letter,  I  remain  of  the  same  opinion.  Whether 
such  a  statement  would  have  assisted  your  lordship's 
argument  or  mine,  it  is  not  for  either  of  us  to  decide. 
In  order  to  enable  others  to  do  so  it  should  have  been 
made. 

Lest  mv  silence  should  be  construed  into  an  admis- 
sion,  I  deny  any  compact  having  been  to  my  knowledge 
entered  into  at  Litchfield  Ilouse  or  anywhere  else,  and 
that  I  disclaim  having  been  a  party  to  any  such 
compact. 

Witli  respect  to  the  otlier  passage,  which  your  lord- 
ship cites,  I  allow  that  it  is  very  inaccurately  worded, 
and  liable  to  the  interpretation  which  your  lordship 
j)uts  upon  it.^  The  precisely  opposite  course  to  the 
eradi(!ation  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  and  the  substitution 
of  the  Protestant  faith  is  evidently  the  eradication  of 
the  Protestant  and  the  substitution  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  faith.  But  I  am  certain  that  your  lordship 
ciumot  think  that  such  was  my  real  meaning  then  or 
at  any  other  time,  although  it  may  be  drawn  from  the 
words  wlii(^h  I  employed.  What  I  intended  to  afBmi 
was  that  it  was  necessary  to  adopt  towards  the  Boman 
(^it  holies  measures  precisely  opposite  to  those  which  had 
been  adopted  in  the  times  to  which  I  referred ;  but  I 
can  hardly  be  suspe(*ted  of  having  meant  that  the  arms 
of  discouragement  and  persecution  should  now  be 
turned  against  the  Protestants. 

In  December,  the  Speaker  wished  to  resign,  because  he  had 

*  *  If  you  abandon  our  policy  as  you  have  done,  you  must  abandon  it 
entirely,  niul  ymi  must  adopt  not  only  a  different  but  precisely  the  opposite 
course.'  The  Bishop  of  Exeter  is  generally  mentioned  in  Lord  Mel- 
l)ourno\s  correspondence  simply  as  *•  the  Bishop/ just  as  Wellington  would 
!)(.'  called  *  the  Duke.' 

B    B 
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not  received  sufficient  support  from  Lord  John  Russell ;  but  lie 
was  induced  to  reconsider  his  determination. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter,  and  thank  you 
Miiiiourne  verv  niiicli  for  it.  I  liave,  of  course,  shown  it 
Ai»er-*  to  Lord  John  Itussell,  who  takes  such  a  very 
South  *  different  view  of  the  facts  stated  in  it,  that  I 
i)inMnber    couccivG  tliat  tlicrc  must  l)e   a  jjfood  deal  <jf 

27    1MS7 

misconception  on  both  sides,  which  would 
])robal)ly  l)e  removed  l)v  explanation.  I  do  not  possess 
the  means  of  formin<(  any  judfrment,  and  if  I  did  I  am 
too  much  hiterestcKl  in  the  result  to  be  a  fair  and  im- 
partial judj/e.  ^fv  anxi(»ty  is  that  the  Government,  if  it 
is  to  fall,  should  fall  in  the  open  liffht,  and  not  be  dis- 
solved by  embarrassments  arisin<r  within  itself  in  «a 
manner  uninU^llijrible  and  unsatisfactory  to  the  great 
body  of  its  sui)p()rters.  In  spite  both  of  Tories  and 
Kadicals,  I  believe  there  is  a  very  lar<re  number  of 
persons  in  the  country  who  advocate  the  contimiance 
of  the  ])resent  Govermnent,  and  I  think  we  owe  it  to 
them  to  fi«dit  the  l)attle  with  as  much  coura«re  and  as 
much  discretion  as  we  can  connnand. 

The  Umlical  section  of  the  Liheral  party  was  meantime  iu 
almost  optMi  mutiny;  indeed,  on  July  9,  1837,  Mr.  lloebnek 
had  moved  for  a  Conunittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  nation.  Nevertheless,  Lord  MellMMinie's  nominal  sn]>- 
porters  did  not  like  l>eing  criticised  in  turn,  and  some  remarks 
of  his  led  to  a  friendly  remonstrance  fi\)m  his  neiglil>our  Sir 
E.  L.  Bulwer,  whose  Liberalism,  however,  was  ahvady  on  the 
wane. 

i^>r(iMoi-    ^  *^*^*  ^'^'O'  ^^^11^*1^  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter. 
ijouriM'to    'WlK^iiever  anv  offence   is  tak(»n,  or  anv  mis- 

Sir  I'j.  1j.  •  '  • 

HuiNNrr.       uiidcrstandinif  arises,  it   is  far  the  best  course* 

South  f^ 

5?J *"'*'!' ,n     to  ask  at  c>nce  for  an  ex|)lanation.      I  cannot 

Man! I  20,  I 

ihas.  chartfc  mv  memorv  with  the  recollection  of  the 
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exa(*t  terms  wlii(^li  I  employed.  I  sliould  think  that 
those  which  you  have  cited  *  are  not  precisely  accurate, 
but  i)rol)al)ly  nearly  so.  I  perceive  now,  what  is  not 
so  easy  to  i)er(!eive  at  the  moment,  that  they  were  very 
imprudent,  much  too  general,  and  from  their  generality 
very  unjust.  I  think  I  cannot  be  considered  by  anyone 
who  considers  the  matter  fairly  and  calmly  to  have 
intended  to  apply  my  observations  to  any  gentleman 
who  has  supported  the  Government.  I  meant  only  to 
designate  those  in  Parliament  who  have  voted  with  Sir 
William  JMolesworth,'^  or  those  out  of  Parliament  w^ho 
prefer  a  Tory  to  a  ministerial  candidate,  such  as  those 
electors  of  Marylebone  who  voted  for  Lord  Teignmouth. 
To  any  other  my  remark  is  hiap])licable,  but  I  feel  that 
I  ought  to  have  marked  this  distinction,  and  that  my 
not  having  done  so  is  liable  to  the  interpretation  wliich 
has  been  put  upon  it. 

You  mav  show  this  to  anvone  to  whom  it  will,  in 
your  opinion,  give  any  satisfaction,  but  I  should  not 
wusli  it  to  get  into  the  newspapers. 

You  wmU  observe  that  Lord  Winchilsea  used  the 
term  '  Radicals,'  which  is  one  I  should  never  introduce 
myself;  and  that  what  I  said  was  said  in  jest,  and  by 
no  means  ])ore  in  the  delivery  that  serious  character 
which  it  assumes  in  the  report. 

The  legislation  of  1838  was  important.     The  Lords,  it  is 

*  '  The  noble  lord  had  said  that  this  was  a  boon  to  the  Radicals.  If  so 
it  was  a  boon  without  any  consideration.  Her  Majesty's  Government  re- 
ceived notliin^  in  return  for  it— a  boon  more  objectionable  now,  more  in- 
opportune, and  less  justified  by  prudence  or  sound  policy  than  at  any  time 
he  (Lord  ^lelbourne)  remembered  since  the  formation  of  the  present 
Government.' 

•  The  disfavour  with  which  tliis  strenuous  politician  was  then  re- 
garded by  the  Whigs  appears  on  the  whole  to  have  been  somewhat 
mijust.    Still  he  had  recently  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Canadian  rebels 


might  bo  victorious. 


B  B  2 
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true,  mutilated  the  Irish  Coq>orat.ion  Bill,  and  it  was  abandoned 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  members.  But  the 
Irish  Poor  Law  Bill  was  passed  in  spite  of  O'Connells  denun- 
ciation of  the  measure,  and  the  tithe  question  was  settled  at 
last,  minus  the  Appropriation  clauses,  which,  if  Lord  Mel!>ounie 
liad  had  his  way,  would  never  have  been  introduced  into  tlie 
Bill.  It  was  in  connection  w^th  the  last  measure  that  Ix>rd 
Melbourne  received  the  following  letter  from  O'Connell.  One 
can  well  believe  that  it  was  unanswered,  as  it  is  well  known  that 
the  Prime  Minister  never  held  any  personal  communication  with 
the  great  agitator,  either  by  word  of  mouth  or  by  letter. 

If  I   could  take  tlie  liberty  of  marking?  this 
Mall,  May   letter  '  Private '  I  should  do  so,  simply  because 

10,  183».  .  .  .  * 

I  write  without  the   avowed  sanction  of  any 

• 

other  Irish  meuiber.  I,  however,  have  so  extensive  and 
so  intimate  a  knowledjre  of  the  wishes  and  the  opinions 
of  the  Irish  people,  that  I  can  venture  without  hesita- 
ticm  to  pledge  myself  to  this — that  even  should  the 
House  of  Connnons  reject  Ijord  John  EusselFs  reso- 
lutions, it  would  he  desired,  and  indeed  expected,  that 
the  j)resent  ministry  should  not  consider  that  defeat 
final  as  to  their  power,  so  as  to  deprive  Ireland  of  the 
practical  and  most  useful  protection  that  country  enjoys 
by  the  impartial  administration  of  the  existing  laws. 

I  h()})e  you,  my  lord,  will  not  deem  me  presump- 
tuous in  the  necessary  suggestion  which  this  statement 
of  fact  implies.  I  believe  that  the  highest  proof  a 
]iritish  statesman  can  give  of  polilic^al  sagacity  is  the 
determination  to  take  every  step  in  his  power  to  make 
Ireland  an  efficient  and  useful  portion  of  the  empire, 
by  conciliating  her  people  to  the  liritish  rule.  Few 
know  how  deep  has  l)een  and  still  is  the  conviction  of 
the  Irish  p(M)ple  that  the  dominion  of  England  works 
onlv  for  mischief.  Your  ministrv  is  tlie  first  to  lessen 
that  conviction,  and  it  only  re(|uires  time  and  a  per- 
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severance  in  the  present  course  to  obliterate  it  for 
ever. 

This  letter  requires  no  reply.  It  is  even  better  that 
it  should  be  unanswered. 

But  I  feel  it  a  dutv  to  claim  for  Ireland  from  the 
present  administration  the  sacrifice  of  some  proud  feel- 
ings, if  that  be  necessary  in  order  to  continue  their  pro- 
tection to  Ireland. 

As  I  do  not  hear  from  any  of  you,  and  as,  in 

Lord  Mul-  -I     -I  MT  4» 

gTrtveto       consequence  of  the  unexampled  tranquillity  of 

Lord  Mel-       ^,  .  ,  ,    ^,  ^  i.  \    ^'  C 

ix^urne.  tliis  couiitry,  auQ  the  conliding  expectation  of 
July  8,'  the  people,  I  am  less  exclusively  absorbed 
with  the  execution  of  business  here  than  I  was 
at  first,  I  am  left  to  speculate  at  random  upon  what 
will  be  the  result  of  the  crisis. 

You  mentioned  in  one  of  your  letters  that  you  might 
yourselves  be  obliged  possibly  to  take  some  course 
which  would  laing  on  a  repetition  of  the  coup  dUtat 
ol  November  1834 ;  but  I  apprehend  from  what  has 
hapi)ened  since  that  that  could  not  be  in  connection 
with  the  Irish  Corporation  question,  because  the  peers, 
with  their  temi)orary  obstinacy,  have  made  it  almost 
ludicrously  obvious  that  they  mean  to  give  in  next 
sessioiL  The  tendency  on  the  tithe  question  is  not  so 
evident,  and  there  are  many  circumstances  which  make 
it  of  a  very  complicated  character.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  stringent  forms  of  the  Ex(*hequer  have  dis- 
j/iisted  all  who  liave  property  to  lose  with  serious  re- 
sistance; and  that  the  general  tranquillity  which  now 
prt'vails,  I  really  l)elieve,  upon  the  idea  which  has  been 
inciiloat(»d,  that  it  is  the  l)est  mode  of  supporting  the 
irovernment,  is  at  the  same  time  so  far  an  advantage  to 
tlie  clergy  that  there  is  now  no  combination  amongst 
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the  peasantry.  Those  swajzgering  commissioners  of 
rebelHon  now  wander  np  and  down  the  country,  and, 
undisturbed,  search  for  victims  who  would,  under  any 
otlier  circumstances,  have  all  been  stoned  in  the  first 
week's  campaign.  I  have  not  heard  lately  what  is 
doing  about  the  appeal  in  the  House  of  Lords  against 
the  decision  of  the  barons  with  regard  to  the  constabu- 
lary ;  but  as  long  as  I  am  allowed  to  use  the  instructions 
I  have  at  present  upon  the  employment  of  the  force 
upon  that  service,  I  do  not  contemplate  so  much 
evil  on  that  point  from  the  tithe  question  being  left 
unsettled  as  from  the  grievous  manner  in  which  the 
accumulating  costs  of  some  of  the  otlier  processes  will 
act  upon  many. 

I  fear,  of  course,  that  question  will  again  be  left 
unsettled,  and  am  not  altogether  easy  about  the  conse- 
quences, though  I  believe  you  will  find  all  the  Liberal 
leaders  here  preaching  patience  to  the  people  and  con- 
fidence in  the  Government  till  another  session,  liut 
there  still  remains  the  etpially  difficult  problem,  how 
and  when  are  the  Lords  to  ])e  brought  to  reason?  I 
quite  gather  that  your  present  intention  is  not  to  have 
a  dissolutiem  in  the  interim,  so  that  things  will  remain 
in  much  the  same  state  when  von  meet  a<rain.  To 
render  dissolution  desirable  you  must,  of  course,  have 
satisfactorv  reasons  for  it  and  jj^ood  results  fnmi  it.  Li 
lr(4and  I  could  assure  vou  that  you  would  have  both  «a 
better  sort  of  supporters  and  more  of  them,  and  here, 
])erhaps,  more  than  in  England.  The  dillcrence  would 
trll  between  an  election  with  a  friendlv  or  hostile 
Liovernment.  For  instance,  the  inclinations  of  most  of 
the  enq)loyt»rs  would  be  to  (\xert  their  inlhuMiei*  against 
th(*  popular  cause,  which  they  would  not  venture  to  do 
whilst  1  was  here. 
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On  the  whole,  Lord  Melbourne  seems  to  have  been  satisfied 
with  the  state  of  affairs.  '  Equality  of  parties/  he  wrote  to 
Lord  John  on  August  22,  '  makes  government  doubtful  and 
difficult,  but  it  cannot  be  helped ;  it  is  a  contingency  which 
may  happen,  and  which  has  happened.'  And  about  this  time 
he  sent  the  following  answer  to  Bulwer,  who  asked  for  assist- 
ance in  writing  an  article  for  the  *  Edinburgh  Review.' 

Clerks  in  public  offices  are  not  given  to  extraordi- 
nary and  gratuitous  exertion  unless  they  be  of  a  specu- 
lative, philosophical,  poetical,  or  literary  character, 
and  then  they  generally  neglect  their  ordinary  business. 
What  you  want  done  a  clerk  is  no  more  able  to  do  than 
another  man  ;  a  clerk  knows  but  Uttle  of  the  measures 
that  are  introduced  by  the  head  of  his  office,  and  he  has 
but  little  to  do  with  them  except  to  carry  them  out. 

I  am  sure  if  the  ministers  are  chargeable  with  in- 
efficiency, inefficiency  must  be  in  the  nature  of  the 
measures,  and  not  in  their  number  and  importance. 
More,  or  as  much,  has  been  done  in  the  last  nine  years 
of  change  than  from  the  Restoration  to  1830.  Whether 
all  has  been  quite  wise  is  another  matter. 

You  are  of  course  aware  and  remember  that  a 
pamphlet  was  pubhshed  at  the  end  of  the  session  of 
1833  commemorating  all  the  Acts  which  had  passed 
in  that  most  laborious  session,  when  many  questions  of 
the  greatest  magnitude  were  settled  and  decided  upon. 
You  are  fully  in  possession  of  the  work.  In  the  session 
of  1834  we  passed  the  English  Poor-Law,  and  pretty 
well  for  one  session,  considering  the  effect  it  has  had  and 
the  row  it  has  made.  In  1835  the  English  Municipal 
Bill— pretty  well  too.  In  1837  the  Irish  Tithe  Bill  and 
the  Irish  Poor-Law,*  the  effects  of  which  latter  are  yet 
to  be  seen,  but  which  hitherto  promises  well. 

*  Introduced  in  18d7»  but  passed  in  the  following  year. 
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I  will  try  if  I  can  get  anything  done  for  you,  parti- 
cularly upon  the  finance  and  taxation. 

Here  are  Lord  INfel bourne's  opinions  on  the  slave  trade, 
which,  after  all,  are  thoRC-!  of  common  sense.  They  are  probably 
more  serious  than  his  dictum  which  so  shocked  Archbishop 
"W"  hately,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  was  great  folly.' 

I  NEVKR  meant  that  any  offer  of  Canada  should 
j<.hii  l)e  made,  but  that  we  should  consider  a  little 

\yiiidH4)'r  in  our  own  minds  what  is  to  l)e  done  in  the 
s*.pt«mber   casc  sui)i)osed.     I  send  you  a  letter  which   I 

have  re(!eived  from  Ilobhouse.  lie  may  be 
right  about  the  men.  Ue  is  not  right  about  the  case. 
I  do  not  much  like  the  notion  of  W.  II.'-  lie  has  always 
appeared  to  me  a  particularly  silly  fellow  ;  I  have  never 
heard  how  he  has /lone  in  Ceylon.  I  apprehend  it  to 
be  a  ^'ery  easy  post. 

Ikixton  ^  has  of  course  sent  vou  his  l)Ook.    Prav  read 

it  without  delav.     It  reconnnends  me:isures  to  be  taken 

%/ 

instantly,  and  it  will  form  the  mamud  of  the  saints  and 
dissenters  during  the  next  session.  I  hope  he  exagge- 
rates the  extent  of  the  slave  trade  carried  on  at  present, 
and  I  should  think  it  probable  that  he  does  so,  as  his 
object  is  to  prove  that  nothing  yet  has  been  effected 
towards  its  abolition.  But  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel 
and  to  expect  that  religion,  morality,  law,  eloquence, 
cruisers,  will  all  1x3  ineffectual,  when  o})ix)sed  to  a  profit 

'  See  Arohl)ishop  AVImtoly'B  *  Table  Talk*  in  Iuh  Life  and  Corre- 
spomhticc  (j>.  \{\1)  :  *  T  Hay,  AiTlilnKhop,  what  ilo  yoii  think  I'd  have  dono 
ahout  this  slaverv  husiiK'ss  if  IM  hud  iiiv  own  way?  I'd  have  d(ine 
nothin<7  at  all !  IM  have  leA  it  all  alone.  It's  all  a  pack  of  nonsense  I 
Always  have  heen  .skives  in  tiic  most  civilised  countries ;  the  (ireeks  and 
Iionians  had  slav<s ;  how(*v<'r.  they  imultl  have  their  fancy,  and  so  wo'vo 
ah«»h'sh(d  slavery  ;  hut  it's  j^rcat  fully.* 

■    Mr.  Wil'Ui>t  IForlDn.  the  lati;  (n»vern:>r  «if  Ceyloji. 

'  Sir  Thniiia^  I'nwell  Ihixton.  tlie  eilrhratedphiLinlhropist.  Thebook 
was  ihr  Shtvr  Tiivh'  ami  tin  luuwfi/. 
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of  cent,  per  cent,  and  more.  While  a  slave  can  be  pur- 
chased in  Africa  for  a  few  beads,  a  yard  or  two  of  red 
cloth,  a  bad  gun,  and  sold  elsewhere  for  a  hundred  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  it  will  not  be  very  easy  to 
prevent  his  being  bought  and  sold.  But  the  remedy  pro- 
posed by  Buxton,  namely,  the  establishing  posts  in  the 
interior  of  Africa,  and  undertaking  the  cost  of  civiUsing 
that  continent,  requires  to  be  seriously  thought  of  before 
it  is  adopted.  The  obstacles  and  objections  are  nume- 
rous and  obvious.  (1)  The  expense  and  the  wars  and 
contests  in  which  it  would  engage  us.  Our  posts  must 
be  supported  and  protected.  (2)  The  loss  of  human  Ufe. 
Whatever  Buxton  may  say,  the  white  man  has  hitherto 
been  unable  to  exist  in  those  countries,  and  a  much 
larger' proportion  die  than  Uve.  (3)  The  jealousy  and 
hostility  of  all  Africa,  Mahometan  and  idolatrous,  already 
nuK'h  alarmed  and  incensed  by  the  French  occupation  of 
Algiers.  (4)  The  jealousy  of  all  the  other  nations  of 
the  world,  who  will  no  more  believe  that  we  go  there 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  slave- 
trade  than  we  should  believe  it  of  liussia  if  she  were  to 
allege  such  a  motive  for  the  establishing  of  posts  and 
stations  in  countries  which  do  not  belong  to  her. 

During  the  early  autumn  Lord  Melbourne  was  satisfied  with 
the  condition  of  Ireland.  *What  gives  you  uneasiness  about 
Ireland  ? '  he  wrote  to  I^rd  John  Russell  on  September  5. 
'  How  unreasonable  you  are !  I  never  thought  that  their  crimes 
and  outniges  had  much  to  do  with  former  misgovemment  and 
])re8cnt  politics.  I  believe  them  to  arise  from  a  natural  disposi- 
tion of  the  jieople,  and  a  natural  state  of  society  which  would 
have  been  much  the  same  under  any  dispensation.'  This  letter, 
curiously  enoujifh,  was  written  after  the  news  had  been  received 
that  ()T\>nnell  had  started  a  new  organ  of  agitation  under  the 
title  of  the  *  Precursor  Ab'sociation.'  * 

'  That  is,  *  tlio  foremuncr  of  RopeaL*    0*Conn6ll*i  nameB  for 
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Au-ii8t25,  I  HAVE  a  letter  from  Muljrrave,  annoyed  and 
1838.  surprised  at  O'ConnelFs '  Precursor  Association.' 

He  thought  he  had  an  assurance  from  liim  throu<rh 
ri<rjj^ot  that,  though  he  wouhl  recommend  agitation 
generally,  he  would  do  nothing  of  this  kind.  It  cer- 
tainly adds  to  our  difficulties.  At  least,  I  have  always 
felt  that  all  such  proceedings  did  so. 

i^mi  Mel-  I  HAVE  received  yours  of  the  23rd  here  this 
iMmrneto  ji^oi-niiicr.  I  tliiiik  witli  vou  that  it  is  i)robable 
Kus^^ii  ^]^r^^  (VConnell's  inmiediate  object  is  to  main- 
2»,  1838.  ^^in  j^jg  Q^yj^  influence  with  the  Irish  people, 
and  to  })revent  others  from  obtaining  power  and  weiglit 
amongst  them.  Other  leaders  might  sav,  '  Pav  us  the 
rent  which  you  now  pav  to  Dan.'  But  it  has  illwavs 
been  my  opinion  that  he  has  larger  and  ulterior  objects 
floating  before  his  mind,  and  that  he  always  keeps  him- 
self in  a  situation  to  take  advantage  of  any  crisis  that 
mav  arrive.  .  .  . 

Under  the  circumstances  Lord  Normanby  wished  to  resign. 

i^.niMoi-  I  ^^^^D  yon  a  letter  which  I  received  from 
{'"""'John  Normanby  yesterday.  Perhaps  he  has  written 
NmvmWr  ^^^  X*^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  saiuc  cficict.  Tliis  letter,  together 
-•*'  ^"'^"-  with  the  Precursor  Societv  and  the  wneral  state 
of  Ireland,  made  it  a])pear  to  all  the  Cabinet  yesterday 
that  it  would  be  most  inexpedient  to  change  the  govern- 
nuMit  of  Ireland  at  the  pr(»sent  moment.  Such  a  (*hange 
would  give  OX-onnell  an  additional  pr(»text  for  a  rupture, 
and  to  many  others  a  ground  for  joining  him,  which 
thcv  could  not  do  whilst  Xormanbv  remained.  I  thou<rht, 
tlici'cfore,  1  liad  better  write  to  Xormanbv  to  that  effect, 
and  also  sound  him  as  to  whcthev  he  would  object  to 

r»r;:Mnisjitiuns  worr  siKltun  hapiiy.  and  this  mic  Tiatnrallv  Itooaino  known 

H.^    •  'rilC  C'U^^<■1•^.' 
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the  introduction  of  Morpeth  hito  the  Cabinet  during 
the  rest  of  his  government. 

In  spite  of  the  troubles  of  the  autumn  Lord  Melbourne  found 
time  to  read  '  Wilberforce  a  Life/  which  had  recently  been 
published.  Here  are  his  impressions,  as  they  appear  at  the  end 
of  a  letter  to  Lord  John  Russell  about  the  siege  of  Herat. 

Windsor  I  nwR  been  reading  Wilberforce  :  most  amus- 
october  "^8'  most  uiterestiug,  a  most  curious  picture 
1888.  j^Q|.|j  ^f  himself  and  the  times ;  and  much  peeps 
out  about  Pitt  which  was  not  known  before.  It  is  a 
j)ity  there  is  not  more  :  a  thousand  pities  that  more 
particulars  are  not  given  of  the  conversations  wdiich  he 
had  wnth  him.  I  have  read  the  recent  jounials^ — ^Wind- 
ham's, Dudley's,  Wilberforce's ;  all  three  of  them  full  of 
nothing  but  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  w^ith  them- 
selves.^ Windham  and  Dudley  because  they  did  not 
apply  enough  and  exert  and  distinguish  themselves 
sufficiently ;  hi  addition,  Dudley  was  always  doubting 
whether  he  made  the  most  of  his  position  and  his  for- 
tune, and  amused  himself  in  the  best  way.  Wilberforce, 
perpetually  vexing  himself  because  he  amused  himself 
too  nmch  and  too  w^ell  and  had  not  religion  enough. 
Komilly's  account  of  himself  ilie  only  one  that  has  any 
sober  quiet  in  it,  and  yet  I  doubt  whether  he  was  in 
reality  the  happiest  and  most  contented  of  the  four.' 
The  worst  of  beginnhig  such  a  book  is  that  it  materially 
interferes  with  one's  attending  to  anything  else.  One 
good  thing,  by  the  way,  is  that  it  shows  the  great 
philanthropist,  Thomas  Clarkson,  to  be  a  sad  fellow.* 

1  ThiR  is  certainly  truo  of  Mr.  Windham's  Diary^  pnUiahed  in  1866. 
Lord  Diulloy*8  Journal  has  never  been  published,  and  is  said  to  hava 
been  destroyed. 

^  TTe  was  iinliappy  enoufi^h  at  the  last  to  commit  suicide.  His  Lif^^ 
\\  ritten  by  himself  and  edited  by  his  sons,  was  published  in  1840,  so  that 
Lord  iVfelbourne  must  have  seen  it  in  manuscript. 

^  The  alhision  is  to  Clarkson's  failure  to  do  justice  to  his  amociates  in 
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It  was  clear  that,  if  tho  Government  was  to  go  on,  the 
Jlinistry  must  be  reconstructed,  and  the  illness  of  Sir  John 
Newport,  the  Comptroller  of  tho  Exchequer,  appeared  to  afTord 
an  opportunity  for  effecting  the  transformation. 

There  is  nothin*?  more  disaOTeeable  and  iin- 
niinxmto  nrracious  tliau  havuig  to  comment  on  ones 
ixninie.  friouds  aiul  colleajrues,  Ijut  you  wisli  for  some 
()rt(»ber2o,  remarks  on  John  Kiisseirs  paper.     I  think  there 

is  a  stron;^  feelin<'  for  a  chan<re  in  the  Colonial 
OfTice,  which  Glenelg  has  broiijjfht  upon  himself  a  good 
deal  bv  the  manner  in  which  he  conducts  his  business. 
I  think  the  ComptroUership  of  the  Exchecpier  being 
available  gives  the  opportunity  for  a  change  there,  and 
as  it  is  a  most  important  situation  it  is  one  that 
he  might  accept  without  discredit,  and  for  which  he 
is  peculiarly  fitted  by  his  character,  firnmess,  and 
integrity. 

Tliore  is  no  doubt  that  the  removal  of  Kice  from  tlie 
Exch(»ciuer  would  be  popnlar.  The  constant  canvass 
for  (lut  JSp(»ak(*rship  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  for 
several  years  has  giv(*n  him  a  great  degree  (jf  unpopu- 
larity in  the  House  of  Commons.  His  removal,  tlien,  to 
the  Colonial  Olfice  and  to  the  House  of  Lords  appears 
to  me  to  be  more  useful  to  the  (iovermuent  tlian  anv 
oth(»r  suggestion  I  have  lu^ard.  The  principal  cause  cf 
his  uni)opnlarity  being  removed,  and  having  no  appa- 
r(*nt  ground  for  complinuMiting  anybody,  he  will  be  a 
most  usiful  assistant  to  you  on  all  subjects  in  debate, 
lli^  will  also  do  the  business  of  the  office  well  and  efli- 
cieiitlv,  tliouL^h  th(M*e  will  be  the  sanu*  drawback  in  liis 
career,  that  h(?  takes  no  general  view  of  (questions,  but 

liis  llitttonj  (»/  the  AholHion  (Wilbcrforce,  i.  141),  nnd  t(>  hia  wrath  with 
WIIIm  riurci-  when  ll*e  IuUlt  liiil«'il  to  «;i.'t  his  brotlur  pruinoted  in  the 
iiiivy  (ii.  'd\)). 
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uiifortunatelv  looks  too  much  to  the  minute.  I  think, 
however,  upon  the  wliole,  he  woukl  be  more  useful  to 
vou  in  that  situation  than  any  other  I  have  named.  I 
think  liarin^'^  woukl  be  the  most  efficient  ClianceHor  of 
the  Excheciuer,  and  the  most  agreeable  to  you.  Ilowiek 
is  e(|ual  to  any  office  he  undertakes,  and  the  most  inde- 
fati</al)le  i)erson  I  ever  knew ;  but  I  agree  in  what  you 
say  in  that  respect  about  him,  that  in  such  an  office  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  he  never  coukl  go  on.  Ellice 
has  expressed  his  determination  more  than  once  of  never 
again  permanently  taking  office,  l)ut  says  that  he  would 
do  so  for  a  short  time  if  you  asked  him.  Baring,  I 
think,  will  be  a  good  appointment.  I  do  not  know 
upon  what  ground  it  is  thatHobhouse  would  be  glad  to 
have  a  peerage  and  go  out  of  office.  He  is  not  ccmsidered 
as  adding  any  weight  to  your  Government.  If  his  place 
was  vac^ant,  might  it  not  suit  Xormanby  ?  I  know  that 
he  looks  to  two  particular  offices,  but,  if  they  were  not 
avaihible  to  him,  the  Board  of  Control  is  surely  one  of 
suflicient  importance  for  him  to  accept.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  removal  of  Minto  from  the  Cabinet,  and  re- 
placing him  by  lA)rd  Granville,  would  give  any  weight 
or  strength.  I  put  aside  the  question  of  Brougham  to 
be  Chancellor  of  Ireland  to  be  quite  inadmissible  for 
many  reasons,  amongst  others,  that  you  would  make 
Campbell  and  all  his  friends  perfectly  frantic.  I  think, 
Ijy  some  nutans  or  other,  Morpeth  must  be  in  the  Cabinet. 
John  Kuss(*ll  could  not  be  expected  to  go  on  another 
session  without  his  assistance,  and  if  no  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  the  removal  of  Normanby  at  present, 
he  must  be  induced  to  allow  this  to  take  place  until 
some  arrangement  is  made  for  him. 

^  Sir  Francis  Baring,  father  of  the  present  Lord  Northbrook.    He 
was  then  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
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Now  for  Ireland.  I  think  Kaclnor  would  be  apojm- 
lar  appointment  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  at  the  present 
moment  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  feeling  there  that 
the  Duke  of  Sussex  is  to  succeed  Normanby.  As  John 
says,  this  would  be  rather  hazardous,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  w^ould  be  at  present  very  popular,  and  would 
sootlie  the  wound,  and  a  very  deep  one,  in  him  and  his 
friends — who  will  be  found  rather  a  numerous  bodv— on 
the  subject  of  his  treatment  in  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament.* He  would  be  pressed,  I  have  no  doubt,  to 
pledge  himself  to  interfere  in  no  way  in  public  mat- 
ters, but  to  leave  them  entirely  to  the  Home  Secretary 

and  the  Secretarv  for  Ireland.     The  Duke  himself  seems 

ft 

to  have  set  his  heart  very  nuicli  upon  this  arrangement  ; 
l)ut  it  is  one  to  be  well  considered  before  it  is  adopted, 
and  it  is  also  to  be  remarked  tliat  ^Morpeth  miglit  not 
very  willingly  acquiesce  in  such  a  plan.  The  conn)laint 
among  our  friends  generally  is  the  feeble  support  given 
to  John  Kussell  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  want 
of  support  to  you  in  the  House  of  Ix)rds.  You  have 
six  assistants,  and,  with  tlie  exce})tion  of  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  none  who  can  support  you,'-'  Glenelg,  who  can 
speak,  having  almost  entirely  given  it  up,  and  certainly 
never  interfering  except  hi  his  own  business.  In  this 
respect,  thei'cfore,  Rice  would,  in  a  great  degree,  supply 
tluit  deficiency.  With  Morpeth  and  Baring,  John 
liussell  would  get  great  assistance  in  the  House  of 
C'onnnons,  and  I  think  they  would  be  botli  popular.  I 
agree  witli  Jolm  Kusscll  in  thinking  that  tlie  whole 
(piestion  must  be  looked  at  thoroughly,  and,  tliough  it 

'  Wlion  ho  ai)i>Hi'(l  for  an  increase  of  his  allowance,  which  ho  diil  not 

-  Ono  of  them,  of  course,  was  Lord  Diincannon  himself,  but  he  frankly 
ownt'd  liis  inubihty  to  speak. 
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is  very  disatrreeable,  tliat  von  must  not  shrink  from 
iii villi!  some  efri(nencv  to  voiir  Govenmient  in  l)otli 
Houses.  There  are  many  questions  coming  on  which 
(*reate  <{reat  discussion  and  much  an^rrv feelintif — Canada, 
Shive-trade,  Poor  Laws,  Irisli  Corporations ;  and,  if  we 
are  to  helieve  reports,  lirougham  will  not  he  missing  in 
liis  attacks.  It  is  most  desirable,  therefore,  that  you 
should  prepare  for  it.  I  end  as  I  began  by  saying 
there  is  nothing  so  disagreeable  as  making  these  sort  of 
conunents,  which  I  would  not  do  to  anyone  but  you  and 
John  liussell ;  but  it  is  right  that  you  should  know  what 
people  think. 

T.ora  Mel-  "'■  AGREE  witli  you  that  it  is  necessar}''  to  take 
wa  jo^hn  some  step  with  respect  to  Glenelg.  Shall  I 
ovu^H^r  ascertain  whether  he  would  accept  Newport's 
2(;,  i«3«.  place,  which  nmst  be  the  beginning  of  all 
things?  Kice  in  that  office  would  not  be  a  striking 
appointment,  but  it  would  confer  more  strength  in 
reality  than  in  opinion.  If  you  open  the  Exchequer, 
consider  whether  it  would  be  really  wise  or  prudent  or 
fair  to  pass  oyer  Thomson.  He  is  a  much  abler  man  in 
finance  than  any  of  them,  has  a  more  complete  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  is  clear,  short,  distinct,  and  not 
trammelled  with  crotchets  or  scruples.  Suppose  he 
were  to  ask  you,  'Why  am  I  passed  over?'  what  could 
you  say  to  him  ?  You  could  not  say  *  You  are  not  the 
best  ([ualified,'  because  he  certainly  is.  You  could  not 
say  that  'you  are  unpopular,'  because  that  is  to  make 
a  man's  fortune  depend  upon  fancy,  taste,  and  fashion. 
Ilis  (Connections  in  the  City  are  as  much  an  objection  to 
his  being  Tresident  of  the  lioard  of  Trade.  I  think  he 
would  be  more  easy  and  happy  in  the  office  after  all 
the  worry  of  the  other.     These  are  all  matters  which, 
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with  many  others,  require  consideration ;  l)nt  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  this  letter  is  to  ascertain  and  to  determine 
whether  I  shall  at^tually  initiate  the  business  by  learning 
Gienelg  s  inclination  about  the  audit orship. 

The  contemplated  changes  were  made  gradually,  and  only 
completed  by  the  end  of  1839.  Lord  Glenelg  declined  the 
Coniptrollership  and  resigned.  He  was  replaced  by  Lord 
Norman  by,  who  soon  afterwards  exchanged  places  with  Lord 
John  llussell.  Lord  Normanby  going  to  the  Homo  Office,  Lord 
John  to  the  Colonial.  Lord  Ebrington  went  to  Ireland.  Mr. 
Spring  Rico  became  Comptroller  of  the  Exchequer,  and  was 
raised  to  the  peerage  with  the  title  of  Lord  Montengle.  His 
place  at  the  Treasury  was  taken  by  Sir  Francis  Baring ;  '  a  fine 
fellow,'  wrote  Lord  Melbourne,  *  who  will  do  anything  in  his 
power  to  assist  us,  even  what  he  most  dislikes.'  Mr.  Poulett 
Tliomson,  though  he  would  undoubtedly  have  made  a  good 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  went  to  Canada,  where  ho  did 
great  things. 

The  following  session  was  to  witness  the  first  step  in  the 
direction  of  a  system  of  public  education.  Lord  Mell)Oume, 
unless  he  is  much  maligned,  once  said  that  he  did  not  believe  in 
(education,  Mjccause  the  Pagets  got  on  so  damned  well  without 
it ; '  and  his  views  on  the  subject  were  decidedly  Conservative 
in  colour. 

Lord  M.'i-  •  •  •  ^^^^'  talked  niurh  yesterday  of  measures, 
LMrajo*im  *^^^^^  i)arti(Milarly  of  education.  Tlie  general 
South'^'  o})inion  was  that  that  (piestiim  could  not  bo 
str.Mt,  e.sca])ed  nor  deferred  :  that  our  relations  with 
27,  l«a^*.  res})eet  to  it  nuist  be  declared  at  the  very  coni- 
mencenieut  of  tlie  session.  Upon  the  question  itself  I 
didcr.  I  am  ajrainst  it.  I  think  education  at  present 
stands  in  Knj^dand  upon  a  better  ground  tlian  any  new 
one  upon  which  you  will  ])lace  it.  I  am  convinced  that 
if  you  attempt   a  combined  system  you  will  fail ;  ^  but 

'  That  is,  a  j)fnuaii(nt  (iovrninuiit  trrant  to  sni»i>lfniont  local  contri- 
biiti<»iis.     Tlicrt'  iiatl  Ixcii  an  annual  «(rant  «»1'  2(MHM)/.  since  is;>;j. 
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I  liave  no  objection  to  yield  my  opinion  and  try.  But 
Ijefore  you  declare  that  you  intend  to  propose  a  plan, 
you  must  have  a  practical  plan  prepared.  It  appears 
to  us  all,  therefore,  that  the  sooner  you  mature  your 
views  upon  this  subject  and  reduce  them  to  writing, 
so  that  thev  may  be  submitted  to  some  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  the  better. 

We  also  considered  the  last,  and  perhaps  the  most 
important,  part  of  the  paj^er  w^hich  you  sent  me  by 
Tavistock,  the  increase  of  the  nav)\  It  ai)pear8  to  me 
and  to  Palmerston  that  before  we  decide  upon  an 
increase — which  will  he  verv  inconvenient,  will  create 
great  alarm  and  excitement,  and  tend  much  to  war — it 
would  be  better  to  try  if  we  cannot,  by  negotiation  w^itli 
Eussia,  make  an  arrangement  respecting  her  fleet  in 
tlie  Bahic.  If  she  would  agree  only  to  man  and  equip 
and  put  to  sea  a  certain  number  during  the  summer 
we  might  be  content,  and  save  ourselves  the  expense  of 
a  watching  armament,  under  which  the  country  w^ill 
Ije  very  fidgety  and  impatient,  and  which  appears  to 
me  likely  to  be  attended  with  a  thousand  evils.  If  we 
augment  our  navy  without  previously  urging  anything, 
of  course  Russia  will  put  a  large  force  to  sea ;  and  thus 
we  may  easily  each  of  us  assume  a  hostile  attitude 
when  we  neither  of  us  really  entertain  any  hostile  in- 
tentions. It  is  possible  that  a  representation,  made  in 
a  friendly  tone  and  spirit,  may  at  once  produce  such 
assurances  and  such  measures  upon  their  part  as  may 
be  satisfactory. 

What  you  say  about  Macaulav  is  unanswerable.^ 
Adieu.     I  daresay  what  I  have  written  is  full  of 

*  Apparently  Bom billing  about  ^ving  him  office.  He  had  akeady 
declined  the  appointment  of  Judj^e  Advocate-General,  but  in  the  follow- 
ing ye  ir  w>i<%  appointed  Secretary  at  War  with  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 

C  C 
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errors,  hut  you  must  correct  them,  for  I  have  not  time 
to  read  it  over  again. 

Unions,  &c.,  amongst  the  labourers  after  what 

Tlio  sanio 

t.>the  has  taken  place  amongst  the  manufacturers 
South  must  be  expected.  They  will  create  much  dis- 
D*  comber  trcss  to  tlic  mcu  tliemselvcs,  and  are  ver\'  hkelv 
to  produce  disturbance  and  outrage ;  but  I  fear 
full  as  much  an  aggressive  and  heated  mode  of  dealinj; 
with  them  upon  the  part  of  the  magistrates  and  country 
gentlemen  as  I  do  the  combinations  themselves.  I  a 
little  doubt  the  wisdom  of  refusing  relief  to  those  wlio 
are  engaged  in  them,  seeing  that  tlieir  rules  are  state<l, 
not  only  to  be  legal,  but  unexceptional.  I  also  think  it, 
on  the  other  hand,  unwise  to  condemn  the  farmers  for 
giving  too  low  wages.  After  all,  a  man  is  not  obliged 
to  pay  for  a  thing  more  than  he  can  get  it  for.  If  you 
can  obtain  a  clear  case  and  good  evidence  of  incitement 
to  violence  and  blood,  it  mav  be  well  to  consider  the 
prudence  of  prosecution.  I  doubt  your  getting  such  .a 
case,  particularly  if  you  are  to  take  no  means  of  pro- 
curing evidence  which  may  be  right,  but  are  to  trust  to 
what  ycm  pick  uj).  My  memory  does  not  furnish  me 
with  an  instance  of  a  conviction  for  words.  There  mav 
have  been  such  at  assizes  or  at  (piarter  sessions  durinjf 
the  period  between  1793  aiul  1800,  when  the  public 
feeling  was  strong  against  Jacobinism;  but  no  such 
things  ever  took  phice  in  other  times  nor  in  the  supe- 
rior courts.  The  worst  is  that  it  is  verv  easv  both  to 
coimive  and  to  instigate  without  committin<r  anv  act 
which  Ciui  be  laid  hold  of. 

Natunilly  avors(»  from  a^x^  ation  of  all  sorts,  Lonl  Melbourne 
ro<rar(lt'(l  tht»  Anti-Corn  Law  Li'agno  with  stronpf  disfavour.  *I 
have  often  tliought,'  he  wrote  to  Lord  Jolin  Russell,  *  that  peti- 
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tions  and  public  meetings  are  no  proof  whatever  of  the  real 
feeling  of  those  who  urge  them  or  who  attend  them.'  So  strong, 
however,  was  the  pressure  from  outside  that  he  had  been  com-" 
pelled  to  acquiesce  in  the  Corn  Laws  being  made  an  open  ques- 
tion. Further  than  this  he  was  not  at  present  disposed  to  go. 
His  objections  were  not,  as  Greville  says,  aristocratic,  but  rather 
prudential.  He  saw  that  a  country  in  which  a  large  industrial 
population  was  dependent  on  a  foreign  food  supply  must  always 
be  in  a  precarious  position. 

I  RETURN  you  Eutlierford's  ^  letter  with  many 

Lord  Mel-        ,         ,  x  i  i  •    i  •  mi 

iwume  to     thanks.     1  sup])ose  the  present  himi  prices  will 

lH>r(l  John  .  ,         ^  T  .  .  ^  '    ^ 

RuHHeii.       make  the  (Jorn  Law  a  serious  question,  w^lucli 
DectmbeV    it  ucver  lias  been  since  the  j^ear  1815.     I  own 

Oil    IhMH 

I  dread  it  very  much,  not  so  much  from  either 
the  difficulty  or  daiif^er  of  the  question  itself,  though 
it  is  both  difficult  and  dangerous,  as  from  the  con- 
viction that  it  will  not  be  settled  either  one  way  or 
the  other  without  a  very  severe  struggle,  a  struggle 
which  will  increase  all  the  evils  of  the  present  day 
by  leaving  behind  it  more  animosity,  discord,  and 
alienation  than  even  prevails  at  present.  Nothing 
is  so  bad  in  my  mind  as  abuse  and  condemnation 
of  classes  of  society,  and  this  question  naturally  pro- 
duces it. 

There  are  some  who  hold  that  a  freer  importation 
(^f  foreign  corn  would  not  cause  a  single  grain  less  to 
be  grown  in  this  country.  I  cannot  be  of  this  opinion. 
If  it  would  diminish  the  home  growth,  I  cannot  but  doubt 
whether  a  large  labouring  population,  dependent  in  any 
considerable  degree  upon  foreign  corn,  is  a  safe  posi- 
tion, and  whether  it  is  not  w^orth  some  sacrifice  to 
insure  a  supply  within  ourselves,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
insured.      Brougham  says  these  opinions   are  utterly 

*  The  Lord  Advocate. 

C  c  2 
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exploded ;  but  this  is  a  way  of  petting  rid  of  them 
equally  summary,  easy,  and  unsatisfactory. 

You  cannot  impose  a  fixed  duty  now  with  prices  at 
their  present  rate,  nor  can  you  at  any  time  maintain  it 
with  such  a  scale  of  prices.  Thomson's  idea  is  prohi- 
bition up  to  an  average  price  of  35^.,  a  fixed  duty  of 
10^.  from  tlience  to  70^.,  and  after  that  free  importa- 
tion. This,  he  says,  is  the  ancient  taxation  of  the 
country,  and  if  there  is  to  be  a  change  it  appears  to  me 
the  best  that  can  be  made.  But,  depend  upon  it,  any 
advantage  that  can  be  gained  is  not  worth  the  danger 
and  evil  of  the  struggle  by  which  alone  it  can  be 
carried,  but  which  may  be  unavoidable. 

I  have  been  ill  these  two  or  three  days,  and  almost 
unable  to  do  anything — gout,  or  bile,  or  both — I  am 
better  to-day  and  hope  that  I  shall  work  it  off. 

Lord  Mel-  Tiiis  is  a  vcry  good  address*  and  very  true, 
Mr°Poui^tt  ^^^  ^s  ^^^  ^s  ^^^^  Government  is  concerned  I 
Do^^g*  s^^  ^^  objection  to  it.  It  is  liable  to  the  same 
j^^  observation  as  what  I  said  in  the  House  of 
11,1839.  Lords.  Telling  people  that  they  have  been 
hitherto  silent  is  exciting  them  to  make  a  noise  in 
future.     But  I  do  not  see  how  this  can  be  helped. 

Wliether  the  address  is  prudent  or  not  is  another 
matter,  and  one  upon  which  you,  who  know  the  people 
to  whom  it  is  directed,  are  a  much  better  judge  than  I 
am.  If  I  were  amongst  them  I  should  not  consider  it 
very  conciliatory.  It  is  reproval  and  condemnation, 
and  there  is  in  it  a  good  deal  of  sarcasm.  The  middle 
and  lower  orders  are  very  touchy,  and  above  all  thinprs 
hate  to  be  sneered  at. 

^  Tliis  letter  bears  the  endorsement :  *  Address,  \^'ith  Speech  on  Umi 
Com  Laws.' 
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Lord  Mel.  I  THINK  tliis  letter  wiU  do  very  well/  that  is,  as 
L^rdTjo^  an  expression  of  your  opinion,  which  I  do  not 
Do^i^g  think  a  very  tenable  one.  If  there  are  no  other 
j^X  reasons  for  a  duty  on  importation  except  the 
i»,  1889.  peculiar  matters  and  the  land,  I  doubt  whether 
it  can  be  maintained  in  argument. 

I  should  wish  some  words  or  a  sentence  to  be  intro- 
duced which  should  guard  against  your  letter  being 
taken  as  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  and  should 
confine  it  to  your  own. 

I  am  not  prepared,  on  account  of  the  present  high 
prices,  to  put  myself  at  the  head  of  this  Com  Law 
movement.  If  the  feeling  and  opinion  are  weak,  we 
shall  fail.  If  strong,  we  shall  still  only  carry  it  by  the 
same  means  as  we  carried  the  Reform  Bill,  and  I  am 
not  for  being  the  instrument  or  amongst  the  instruments 
of  another  similar  performance.  I  send  you  a  letter 
upon  the  subject  which  I  have  received  from  Ebrington, 
inclosing  one  from  Abercromby,  which  Ebrington  has 
desired  me  to  show  you. 

I  AM  quite  Convinced  and,  as  far  as  I  can  de- 

Tho  same  ^ 

to  the        termine  it,  determined  that  the  Com  Law  should 
South        remain  open.     The  present  outcry  is  nosed 

street,  .111,  i%  1  . 

January  cvidcutly  by  thc  mastcr  manufacturers,  taking 
advantage  of  the  present  dearness  of  com,  and 
with  the  object  of  lowering  wages.  It  is  not  at  present 
\'ery  strong ;  but  if  we,  the  Government,  adopt  it,  as 
we  shall  do  by  making  it  a  Government  measure,  we 
shall  strengthen  it  at  once  to  such  a  degree  that  we 
shall  be  ourselves  carried  away  by  it.  Keeping  it  open 
will  give  us  time  to  see  what  the  real  feeling  is,  both  in 
and  out  of  Parliament.     I  am  not  prepared  to  give  my 

'  Evidently  some  declaration  in  fiivoiir  of  a  fixed  dnlj. 
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voice  for  a  free  importation  of  com.  I  doubt  whether 
the  property  or  the  instilutions  of  this  country  can  stand 
it.  If  you  declare  at  once  for  a  fixed  duty,  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  you  will  find  yourself  able  either 
to  oppose  it  or  maintain  it. 

Plunket  is  always  for  taking  the  wrong  step  in  these 
matters.  It  would  never  have  done  to  have  dismissed 
Oxmanston.  There  is  nothing  so  bad  as  a  bad  prece- 
dent. Everybody  condemned  the  dismissal  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  yet  everybody 
has  it  always  running  in  his  head  to  do  the  same.  I 
know  that,  if  we  continue  in  office,  I  shall  be  overturned 
and  made  nolens  volens  a  party  to  some  folly  of  this 
kind. 

With  respect  to  P.  Thomson   and  the  Com 

The  same 

to  the  Laws,  I  do  not  care  how  many  people  are  for 
Dowiiing  a  fixed  duty.  All  I  wish  is  not  to  be  com- 
janualy  pcUcd  to  plcdgc  mysclf  upon  a  question  in 
which  I  do  not  see  my  way.  I  do  not  see  why 
P.  Thomson  should  not  move  upon  the  question  as 
member  for  Manchester,  just  as  Plunket,  when  Irish 
Attorney-General  in  1825,  moved  the  Eoman  Catholic 
question,  whilst  Lord  Liverpool  was  against  it. 

I  DO  not  care  how  open  the  question  is  left, 
to  the        but  I  am  not  prepared  to  pledge  myself  to  a 


January      fixcd  duty.     I  hopc  you  wiU  be  able  to  per- 

28   1839  . 

suade    Thomson    and   Howick    to    acquiesce 

in  this. 

I  HAVE  heard  from  and  written  to  Ebrington. 

The  same  .         •  .    . 

to  the         I  have   no   objection    to   enquiring   into    the 

January      opcratiou  of  tlic  Com  Laws,  if  that  course  is 

thoujrht   prudent    or   would   be   in   the   least 

satibfactory. 


^ 
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Early  in  the  session  Lord  Boden  conducted  a  grand  attack 
on  Lord  Normanby*s  administration  of  Ireland.  It  was  carried 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  a  majority  of  five ;  but  this  motion  was 
met  by  a  resolution  of  Lord  John  Russell's  approving  the  Irish 
policy  of  the  Government,  which  was  carried  by  318  to  296. 
The  following  letter  was  evidently  written  in  anticipation  of 
some  hostile  move  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition :— - 

^   ,         Certainly  nothing  can  be  further  from  the 

Lord  ,  " 

Normanby  propcr  proviuce  of  Parliament  than  to  try  over 
Melbourne,  again  tliG  gfounds  of  particular  cases  in  which 
Dublin'  the  prerogative  of  mercy  has  been  exercised. 
janua^  Much  of  the  unfoundcd  outcry  which  has  been 
raised  on  this  subject  takes  its  origin  from  an 
entire  misconception  of  what  took  place  in  the  summer 
of  the  year  1836,  and  to  this — wilfully  kept  up — ^are  to 
be  traced  all  the  newspaper  paragraphs  about  whole- 
sale delivery  of  prisoners.  We  had  at  that  time  pro- 
secuted to  conviction  many  offences  that  had  not 
j)reviously  been  noticed,  such  as  faction  fights,  &c. 
The  consequence  was  an  improvement  in  all  respects  in 
the  state  of  the  country.  Under  these  circumstances^ 
knowing  that  in  this  unliappy  country  there  had  hardly 
ever  been  an  attempt  to  combine,  in  favour  of  the  laws, 
attachment  with  obedience,  I  thought  it  would  be  an 
exi)eriment  worth  trying  to  remit  the  latter  portion  of  the 
imprisonment  of  such  persons  confined  for  minor  offences 
as  were  specially  recommended  for  good  conduct  by  the 
local  authorities  of  the  jails.  This  did  not,  however,  in- 
clude any  of  the  worst  class  of  criminals,  who  neither 
then  nor  since  have  been  pardoned  or  their  sentence 
changed,  except  upon  judicial  report  or  medical  certifi- 
cate or  recommendation  of  law  officers.  The  result  of 
this  experiment,  which  I  made  in  the  summer  of  1836, 
was  in  itself  satisfactory.     Hardly  any  of  those  thus 
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reletosed  were  ever  committed  again.  It  was  tried 
aj^aiii  to  a  greater  extent  in  Tipperary  than  elsewhere, 
and  there  Howley  (in  whose  opinion  Tories  have  all 
(!()nlidence)  said,  six  months  afterwards,  in  remarking 
njKMi  the  still  improving  state  of  the  country,  that  he 
attributed  it  in  no  small  degree  to  the  exertion  of  mercy 
on  my  part.  But  I  never  contemplated  that  such  an 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  could  be  otherwise  than  an 
exception  founded  on  the  ])eculiar  circumstances  of  the 
moment,  not  the  general  rule. 

If,  however,  I  ever  had  intended  to  repeat  such  an 
ex])eriment,  I  should,  from  what  afterwards  occurred, 
have  felt  it  right  to  abstain  ;  7wt  merely  because  I  was 
attacked  about  it,  but  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
attack,  it  was  calculated  to  produce  an  effect  upon  the 
l)eople  which  would  poison  all  that  would  have  been 
otherwise  purely  beneficial  in  its  influence.  And  this  is 
one  of  the  most  mischievous  conse(|uences  of  the  novel 
and  iniconstitutional  measure  of  making  this  exertion 
of  the  ])rerogative  a  ground  of  party  attack.  There 
has,  I  know,  been  mo  j)ersonal  remission  of  sentence  for 
anv  offence,  however  trivial,  for  the  last  two  vears  and 
a  half,  as,  for  the  reason  stated  above,  I  have  been 
peculiarly  cautious  in  this  respect ;  and  in  consideration 
of  all  the  more  serious  cases  I  am  known  to  take  more 
pains,  and  more  invariably  to  consult  the  judges,  and 
more  generally  to  be  guided  by  their  opinions  than  any 
of  my  predecessors.  Things  were  managed  very 
diflerently  in  the  good  old  Tory  times,  liaron  Penne- 
father  told  Rowley  the  other  day  that  he  remembered 
a  g(Mith»man  of  great  influence  in  Tipperary  telhng  him 
that  ho  had  petitioned  for  a  convict,  to  whom  the  Baron 
replied,  '  But  1  am  afraid  it  is  a  very  bad  case.'  *To 
be  sure  it  is,'  said  the  petitioner,  *else  it  would  be  uo 
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complhnenV  Judge  Moore  told  me,  the  first  Connaught 
circuit  he  went  to  two  murderers  were  condemned;  one 
of  the  Grand  Jury  said  to  him,  '  One  of  those  men  will 
be  hanged/  *  Both  will,'  said  he.  '  Oh  no,'  repUed  the 
Grand  Juror,  '  Lady  Sarah  always  saves  one^  Meaning 
Lady  Sarah  Wynne,  of  Hazlemont,  who  was,  I  believe, 
a  Beresford. 

The  charge  to  which  you  have  to  reply  is  that  as  to 
the  prerogative  having  been  lightly  and  inconsiderately 
exercised  from  motives  of  spurious  popularity,  or  as 
Londonderry,  in  his  echo  of  Charleville's  speech,  says  at 
Sunderland,  *Why  were  these  murderers  let  loose  as 
free  men  on  society  ?  Because  the  Catholic  priest  inter- 
ceded, and  the  Catholic  peasantry  memorialised  on  their 
behalf.'  As  those  gentlemen  are  not  very  scrupulous 
as  to  authenticating  facts,  and  as  I  have,  I  should 
think,  had  nearer  2,000  than  1,000  of  these  cases  be- 
fore me  in  the  course  of  the  year,  it  is  not  very  easy  to 
supply  you  with  the  means  of  meeting  all  individual 
attacks. 

There  is,  to  a  public  man,  no  such  painful  complaint 
to  labour  under  as  perpetual  suppression  of  defence,  and 
1  don't  think  that  anyone  ever  suffered  under  that  to 
tlie  same  extent  as  I  do.  No  one  ever  could,  except 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  teland.  None  of  my  prede- 
cessors ever  were,  in  the  same  way,  the  constant  object 
of  attack  to  a  powerful  party  in  a  hostile  assembly. 
From  my  i)osition  [I  am]  but  very  rarely  furnished 
with  an  occasion  to  state  my  own  case,  and  yet  attacked 
on  such  a  succession  of  small  points  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  furnish  anyone  else  with  the  means  of 
answer.  When  I  have  had  an  opportunity  I  have 
}i:enerally  cleared  off  old  scores,  but  after  a  time  it  all 
begins  again.     I  must  de})end  upon  the  shape  which 
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the  forthcoming  attack  takes,  whether  it  woukl  not  be 
well  worth  any  inconvenience  once  more  to  meet  those 
slanders  face  to  face. 


Ijord 


The  state  of  the  Com  Law  question,  and  the 
s^iincer  to  ccrtaintv  with  which  I  have  ascertained  that  it 

T     rti 

Moiiwurne.  will  be  discusscd  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 
FebniaJy  first  day,  have  frightened  me  from  coming  up.* 
I  could  not  avoid  stating  my  opinion  upon  it  if  I 
was  in  the  House  of  Lords  when  it  was  debated  at  all, 
and  the  statement  of  my  opinion — which  is  against  Com 
Laws  altogether — woukl  do  you  no  good,  and,  I  think, 
woukl  in  other  ways  probably  do  harm.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  my  wish  to  su])port  you,  I  have  sent  my  proxy 
to  Ix)rd  Falkland,  with  the  request  that  it  may  be 
entered  in  the  name  of  some  decided  sui)porter  of  the 
Government ;  and  I  will  come  up  and  express  my  confi- 
dence in  you  whenever  you  give  me  notice  tliat  a  fair 
oi)port unity  is  likely  to  occur,  and  when  you  wish  n:e 
to  do  so. 

I  conclude  vou  will  not  brin<x  on  anything  about  the 
Corn  Laws  as  a  Government  measure.  ]My  o])inion  is 
that,  if  tliere  are  to  be  any  Corn  Laws  at  all,  the  present 
system  is  as  good  as  any  that  can  be  devised. 


T^ora  I  DO  not  mvself  much  like  connect  nig  the  sub- 
to  Lord  ject  oi  education  With  crimuial  law.  it  leads 
iiussrii.  to  the  doctrine  which  is  held  by  many  that  the 
7,  ism.  uninstructed  are  not  responsible,  and,  therefore, 
not  fit  objects  of  punisliment. 

You  have  much  better  opportunities  of  knowing  than 
I  have,  and  tlKMX'fore  are  probably  right.     But  I  should 

'  On  Jnnnnry  8  Lord  Spencer  h.aci  oflferfMl  to  speak,  *  as  lie  lm<l  heard 
from  Lord  lUissell  tliat  it  was  desirable  that  he  sliould  say  sonictliiug.' 
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have  doubted  whether  there  was  anybody  who  had  not 
been  told  that  there  was  a  God  who  would  punish  him, 
that  Jesus  Christ  had  made  atonement  for  the  sins  of 
the  world,  and  that  it  was  displeasing  to  Gk)d,  and 
therefore  wrong,  to  murder  and  rob.  These  are  the 
elementary  doctrines  of  Christianity  and  the  simple 
rules  of  society.  They  are  strongest  in  themselves  and 
by  themselves.  Explaining  them  and  dilating  upon 
tliem  weakens  them  by  perverting  and  confusing.  I 
should  doubt  whether,  in  some  way  or  another,  every- 
body is  not  made  aware  of  them  at  present. 

Harassed  as  I  am  afraid  you  are  with  other 
Hoihind  to  business,  I  yet  think  it  right  that  you  should 
iH)arne.  bc  furuislied  with  materials  for  judging  what 
tiai.  April  must  be  done  after  John's  motion  is  carried  * 

17  1839 

(as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be)  by  hearing  the 
various  reports  of  the  feeling  and  disposition  of  those 
wlio  have  helped  to  carry  it.  My  chief  but  not  my  only 
informant  is  Ellice,  who,  I  must  say,  has  this  time  been 
a  grand  Facondario  to  good  purposes,  both  with  the 
])ress  and  with  M.P.'s.  He  has  made  some  arrangement 
(ai)proved,  he  tells  me,  by  John)  about  Tommy  Dun- 
combe's  motion,*^  by  which,  with  Dr.  Lushington's 
assistance,  the  bad  api)earance  of  a  large  portion  of 
}'our  majority  showing  instantly  afterwanls,  or  at  the 
time,  great  discontent  with  you  will  be  mitigated  or 
avoided  altogether.  Of  this  he  is  not  a  little  proud ;  but 
be  that  as  it  will,  his  reports  of  the  disposition  indoot^B 
and  out  of  doors  are  very  favourable  indeed,  and,  accord* 

'  The  motion  approving  the  Irish  policy  of  the  Government. 

^  Mr.  Duncombo,  member  for  Finsbury,  moved  a  rider  to  Sir  B» 
Peers  amendment  to  Lord  John  RuBseU's  rerolution,  aseerting  the  ex- 
pediency of  further  Parliamentary  reform. 
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iiig  to  him,  more  susce])tible  of  improvement  and  con- 
densation than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  But  then,  he 
strongly  insists,  and  not  I  believe  without  reason,  that 
more  concert  and  consultation  between  what  may  be 
called  tlie  Govermnent  and  its  supporters  tlian  has  sub- 
sisted lately  must  be  without  delay  re-established, 
organised,  and  understood.  As  to  the  ways  of  doing  it, 
he,  of  course,  has  many — too  many — good  and  bad,  to 
suggest,  both  of  a  vague  and  of  a  precise  nature ;  but 
that  some  device  should  be  hit  upon  for  increasing 
a(^tivity,  in  consulting,  in  forming,  and  animating  your 
friends  in  the  House  I  collect  from  a  variety  of  quar- 
ters, though  from  none,  ])erhaps,  so  confidently,  so 
vehemently,  and  so  systematically  as  fnmi  EUice. 

1  hear  from  otliers,  tliough  not  from  him,  that,  with 
a  view  of  showiiii'  determination,  it  would  be  verv  de- 
sirable  to  follow  up  your  majority  with  a  creation  of, 
at  least,  eight  peers.  I  give  no  very  decided  opinion  of 
the  policy  of  such  a  step,  though  I  rather  lean  to  it;  Init 
if  it  is  to  be  adopted  I  am  quite  certahi  it  should  be 
done  at  once,  and,  I  suppose,  four  should  be  Irish,  two 
English,  and  two  Scotch. 

Soon  afterwards  the  long-expected  cmsli  came.  The  Goveni- 
in(»nt  were  defeated  on  the  Jamaica  Bill  and  resigned.  Ii4>nl 
Melbourne's  note  on  receiving  the  news  is  characteristically 
laconic : — 

j^,,„^j,  Tnis  division  seems  to  be  de(*isive.  You  will, 
51.?%'?/  ^*f  course,  have  a  Cabinet  this  morning.  Pray 
ihM.         direct  it  to  be  sunnnoned  at  twelve. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  so-called  Bedrhamber  Phit 
and  the  return  of  the  Tiiberals  to  ix)wer  are  too  well  known  to 
iHT(l  any  description.  Itwilll)e  seen  that  I^rd  Melbourne  once 
more  had  reeourtjc  to  his  old  chief,  Lord  (Srey. 
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Lord  Grey  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  thinking  Constantly  of  what  you 
Me^^rne.  Stated  to  me  hist  night,  and  I  cannot  say  that 
ind'c^-     "^y  sense  of  the  difficulty  has  been  diminished 
BOTkeiey     ^V  ^^^^  Tcsult  of  my  reflection. 
Square,  J  cannot  couccal  from  myself  that  having 

1H3U.  immediately  about  the  person  of  the  Queen  the 
wives  of  peers  closely  connected  in  office  or  in  political 
feeling  with  your  administration  must  be  naturally  re- 
garded with  uneasiness  by  the  Ministers  called  upon  to 
succeed  you.  It  is  not  unreasonable,  therefore,  in  them 
to  seek  to  strengthen  themselves,  both  in  pubUc  opinion 
and  with  their  adherents,  by  the  change  they  have 
required.  On  the  other  hand,  the  effect  of  such  change 
on  the  Queen's  comfort  is  so  apparent  that  one  cannot 
be  surprised  at  her  repugnance  to  it.  From  what  you 
told  me,  it  also  appears  that  this  sacrifice  has  been 
pressed  upon  her  in  a  manner  rather  harsh  and  per- 
emptory. 

You  are  bound  by  every  obligation  of  duty  and 
gratitude  to  support  her  Majesty  under  such  circum- 
stances to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  and  the  paramount 
(consideration  for  you  is  whether,  by  doing  so,  you  may 
not  increase  rather  than  diminish  her  difficulties.  Could 
your  Government,  if  re-established,  stand  after  all  that 
has  happened  ?  And  if  it  should  fail,  would  not  the 
Queen  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  making  at  last 
the  sacrifices  now  required  of  her,  or  even  more,  under 
still  more  painful  circumstances  ?  These  are  questions 
wlii(»h  you  must  be  much  better  able  to  answer  than 
I  am. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  considerable 
difference  between  the  situation  of  a  Queen  Consort  and 
Queen  Itegnant.  But  there  is  in  favour  of  the  Queen's 
resistance  the  precedent  of  what  was  done  in  1830, 
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when  my  administration  was  formed.  Not  only  the 
ladies  of  the  bedchamber,  thou<^h  the  husbands  of 
many  of  them  were  decidedly  adverse  to  us,  but  her 
whole  household  were  left  unmolested  ;  and  it  was  not 
until  Lord  Howe  actually  voted  against  us,  on  a  vital 
question,  that  he  was  removed. 

With  this  precedent,  and  with  the  feeling  which  the 
Queen  s  situation  will  naturally  inspire,  I  do  not  feel  at 
all  sure  that  an  appeal  to  the  public  against  the  force 
which  is  endeavoured  to  be  put  upon  her  might  not  be 
successful.  U  there  is  a  reasonable  hope  of  this — 
thou<i:h  I  do  not  shut  mv  eves  to  the  embarrassments 
that  may  follow — I  think  the  Queen  has  the  strongest 
claims  upon  you  to  sui)port  her,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
those  difliculties,  in  the  line  which  she  has  taken. 

I  shall  not  go  out  till  I  hear  from  you,  and  shall  be 
ready  to  see  you  here,  or  to  call  upon  you,  at  any  time 
that  you  will  appoint. 

r.S. — Pray  let  me  have  a  copy  of  this  letter,  as  I 
am  unwilling  to  delay  sending  it  by  having  one  made. 

TheBamo  ^  ^^  mucli  ol>liged  to  you  for  sending  me  a 
iHilie^  May  ^^VY  ^^  recFs  letter.  May  I  keej)  it  ?  It  cer- 
11,  i8»9.  tainly  varies  the  case,  and  is  artfully  enough 
constructed  to  i)ut  himself  in  the  right.  But  I  do  not 
think,  when  examined,  that  it  affords  any  reason  to 
believe  that  the  manner  in  which  the  proposition  was 
made  to  the  Queen  imi)lied  any  disposition  to  limit  the 
application  of  the  princii)le  on  which  it  was  founded. 

It  is  very  material,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  case 
should,  if  possible,  be  l)rought  into  a  shape  to  prevent 
any  discussion  of  what  passed  lu^tween  the  Queen  and 
IVel,  and  of  their  diffcMvnt  understanding  on  the  matter 
in  (piestion. 
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Lord  Melbourne,  ^  nnwilling/  as  he  said,  in  the  House  oF 
Tjords,  '  to  abandon  his  sovereign  in  a  situation  of  difficulty  and 
distress/  resumed  the  conduct  of  affairs  without  much  enthusiasm. 
'  Nobody  thinks  I  want  to  stay,  do  they  V  *  he  is  reported  to  have 
said.  ^  But  I  must  think  of  the  poor  fellows  who  have  to  put 
down  their  broughams.'  The  Cabinet  during  the  ensuing 
months  was  hardly  a  happy  family.  Not  only  were  the  changes 
in  operation  which  the  retirement  of  Lord  Glenelg  had  begun, 
but  two  Ministers  quarrelled  and  were  only  prevented  from  re- 
siding through  the  good  offices  of  Lord  Duncannon ;  and  Lord 
Howick  did  actually  retire  from  the  War  Office,  where  he  was 
succeeded  by  Macaulay. 

The  Ballot  was  made  an  open  question  as  a  sop  to  the 
Radicals. 

Lord  Mel.  TiiE  press  is  rather  an  awkward  question  for 
i^*™o^  the  Cabinet.  Nobody  seems  to  me  cordially  to 
a^ath"*  approve  the  undertaking  except  Lansdowne, 
ju^^'  and  he  does  so  from  his  very  strong  sense  of 
[1880].       ^j^g  necessity  of  something  being  done.^ 

I  do  not  think  the  matter  of  open  questions  has 
been  as  yet  well  considered  either  upon  precedent  or 
principle.  I  apprehend  that  of  old  the  notion  of  Min- 
isters necessarily  voting  together  upon  every  question 
was  unknown.  Tliey  often  opposed  one  another,  even 
upon  current  business ;  but  when  they  did  so  it  was 
certainly  a  manifest  proof  of  hostility  and  disunion. 

Coalition  administration,  1782 — Parliamentary  re- 
fonn  open,  North  voting  one  way,  Fox  the  other ;  and, 
I  take  it,  rei)eal  of  Test  Act  also  open.  Mr.  Pitt's  ad- 
ministration, 1784 — Parliamentary  reform  open,  brought 
forward  by  himself  as  Prime  Minister,  and  rejected  upon 
division.  Slave-trade  open  during  the  whole  of  his 
government.  Facts  like  these  shiver  all  reasoning  to 
pieces. 

*  A  scheme  for  starting  a  morning  paper,  and  oeaaing  to  give  supporl 
to  the  Morning  Chronicle,    See  the  next  letters. 
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LordMoi-  I  ^^^^^  <rreat  cloul)t  upon  tlie  press  scheme  in 
MrPouiott  ^^^  ^^^  whom  I  speak.  It  will  never  do  to  try 
south***^"'  ^^  witliout  a  <reneral  and  hearty  concurrence, 
j^re  10  ^^  attempted  feebly  and  desi)airingly  it  is  sure 
W    '      to  fail. 


Mr.Poulott 


I  QUITR  ajjree  with  you ;  if  undertaken  feebly 
ThoniHoii  and  despairingly  the  press  scheme  must  fail. 
Melbourne,  So  wiU  uiost  tluii^ifs.     But  it  de])ends  on  vou 

Con-  ,      ,  ^  .    • 

fidentiai.      whether  it  is  to  be  so  or  not ;  and  certainlv  I 

Whitehall,  .    ,  ,         -  _      • 

Juno  10,      can  neitlier  recommend  others  to  ])roceea  nor 
have  anvthin<r  to  do  with  it  mvself  unless  vou 
are  indhied  to  go  into  it  with  spirit. 

I  look  upon  our  position  to  be  this :  We  have  no 

morning  paper  ;  general  complaint  is  made  by  the  party 

that  they  have  no  organ  in  the  press  of  their  opinions 

and  feelings — nay,  worse,  that  both  are  misrepresented 

to    the    public   by  the  circumstance  of  the    Chronirle 

having  still  the  reputation  of  being  the  Govermnent 

l)rint.     Everyone  interested  in  the  matter  cries  aloud 

for  a  remedv.     The  case  is   instigated  bv  those  most 

competent  to  do  so,  and  a  scheme  is  submitted  Avliich, 

in   their  judgment,  oflcrs  the  only  chance  of  success. 

It  is  obje(*te(l  to  by  those  who  have  not  instigated  the 

siibj(M*t,  and  without  any  substitute  being  ])roposed  or 

even  hinted  at.     Are  we,  under  such  circumstances,  to 

defer  to  such  vague  objections  or  to  proceed?     I  have 

done  all  I  can  in  the  matter  by  bringing  it  fully  before 

yourself  and  other  members  of  the  Government ;  and 

although   1   feel   confident   that  without  a  newspaper 

the  Government  must  fall,  yet,  as  I  see  so  many  otlier 

rocks  on  which  we  shall  si)lit,  I  am  indifferent  to  the 

end  being  l)rouglit  al)()ut  one  way  or  the  other.     But  I 

wisli  to  relieve  the  person  wlio  has  Ijeen  consulted  and 
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has  consulted  others  from  his  responsibihty  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  therefore  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  your 
determination. 

I  SHOULD  like  to  have  said  in  words  what  I  am 

Lord  Spen-  .  .  i  t  i       i 

cer  to  T^rd  fifoin^jf  to  Write  to  vou,  but  1  had  not  an  oppor- 
Private.  tunity  belore  1  lelt  town,  and  smce  my  time 
July  81,'      has  been  so  occupied  that  I  have  not  been  able 

1B89.  .  ^ 

to  write. 
You  evidently  want  strength,  and  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  point  out  any  means  by  which  you  can 
obtain  it.  A  dissolution  of  Parliament  would,  I  fear, 
and  indeed  am  sure,  increase  tlie  strength  of  the  Tories, 
and  ought  not  to  be  thought  of  unless  a  state  of 
things  should  arise  in  which  you  could  not  hold  the 
government.  Then,  indeed,  the  circumstances  in  which 
you  resumed  the  government  render  it,  I  think,  im- 
perative upon  you  to  try  dissolution  before  you  resign. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  I  do  not  see  how  you  can 
strengthen  yourselves,  and  there  the  battle  must  be 
fouglit ;  but  in  the  House  of  Ix)rds,  though  it  is  impos- 
sible for  you  to  make  any  changes  which  will  give  you 
any  additional  strength  which  will  do  you  real  good,  I 
think  it  might  be  possible  to  relieve  yourselves  from 
a  very  great  annoyance,  and  from  one  which  tends  to 
weaken  you.  What  I  mean  is,  that  I  think  it  possible 
that  you  may  conciliate  Brougham.  His  power  and 
iniluence  over  the  House  of  I^ords  is  much  greater  than 
I  imagined  it  to  be,  and  I  feel  confident,  without  having 
had  anv  communication  with  him  to  make  me  so,  that 
he  would  be  conciliated  if  you  offered  to  him  to  join  the 
administration,  whether  he  would  do  so  or  not.  I  think 
he  would.  I  admit  there  are  great  objections  to  this. 
He  has  made  attacks  which  would  compel  all  of  you 

0   0 
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to  conquer  a  good  deal  of  unpleasant  feeling  before  you 
could  act  with  him.  As  to  himself,  you  and  I  know 
him  well  enough  to  he  sure  that  if  he  accepted  your 
offer  he  would  at  once  forget  that  he  Avas  ever  opposed 
to  you,  and  w^ould  act  as  cordially  with  you  as  he  ever 
did  wdlli  any  party  w4tli  \vhich  he  was  connected.  From 
the  observations  that  I  made  when  I  w\'is  in  town  this 
is  the  only  thing  which  I  can  suggest,  and  it  is  evident 
that  the  constant  fire  he  is  keeping  up,  and  his  extra- 
ordinar}'  activity  and  persistency,  must  tell  in  diminish- 
ing  the  power  of  the  administration.  Of  course,  nothing 
can  be  done  until  after  his  motion  about  Ireland,  to 
which,  by-the-bye,  I  shall  come  up.  lie  does  not,  as  he 
says,  intend  the  form  of  the  motion  to  be  a  censure, 
but  his  speech  probably  will  be  one  ;  this,  however, 
will  not  make  matters  worse  than  they  are.  If  the 
form  of  the  motion  is  a  censure  it  would  make  them 
worse. 

I  shall  go  to  Wixton  on  Thursday,  where  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  read  part,  at  least,  of  the  evidence,  so 
as  not  to  be  as  unprepared  as  I  was  on  the  Jamaica 
question. 

The  proposiil  that  I^rd  Brouji^ham  should  be  taken  into  the 
fold  once  more  never  came  to  anything.  Still,  liord  Melbourne 
was  not  well  satisfied  with  the  state  of  affairs.  He  wrote  to 
Ix>rd  John  Russell  in  September :  '  By  one  set  of  people  we  are 
told  that  we  are  ruining  ourselves  and  losing  sup|K)rt  by  allying 
oui*selves  with  the  Radicals  and  Roman  Catholics ;  by  another 
that  we  are  producing  the  sjinie  effect  by  leaning  too  much  to 
the  lories  and  Conservatives,  l^rohably  both  statements  are 
true,  and  we  are  losing  credit  on  Ixjth  sides.* 

The  followinfif  letters  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche({aer, 
Sir  F.  Harin<r,  ilhistrate  the  dangers  attendant  on  the  connec- 
tion Ix'twet'U  th(»  (lovernnient  and  the  Bank  of  England,  upon 
which  Mr.  Walter  Bagrhcit  couiniented  so  acutely  in  ^Louibuid 
St  reet ' : — 
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Con.  I  WAVE  just  seen  my  brother,^  and  I  think  it 

Tw^y  ^ight  ^^  l^t  yo^  know  the  state  of  things  in  the 
September  ^^^Y'  JouFclain  has  returned  from  Paris.^  The 
19, 1B89.  Rothschilds  will  take  up  the  bills  of  the  U.S. 
Bank  if  Jourdain  deposits  with  them  securities  to  the 
amount  of,  say,  200,000/.  If  Jourdain  does  this  be 
strips  himself  of  the  means  of  meeting  his  engagements 
in  England,  for  which,  as  I  understand,  he  will  require 
800,000/.  within  the  fortnight,  and  a  large  sum  even  on 
Monday.  In  these  circumstances  he  will  go  to-morrow 
to  the  Bank  of  England  and  ask  whether  they  will  hold 
him  up.  .  .  . 

Under  these  circumstances  I  shall  remain  in  town, 
and  put  off  my  going  into  the  country  till  Saturday.  I 
think  it  possible  that  the  Bank  may  wish  to  see  me.  It 
is  their  old  policy  to  shift  off  the  responsibility  as  far  as 
possible  on  the  Government.  I  think  it  desirable  that 
there  should  be  a  Minister  for  them  to  see ;  but  I  propose 
to  tell  them  that  it  is  a  subject  for  their  consideration 
and  determination,  and  that  they  must  not  expect  any 
opinion  from  me. 

It  seems  to  me  that,  independent  of  any  general  rule 
as  to  giving  opinions  to  the  Bank  as  to  the  management 
of  their  concerns  and  the  power  vested  in  them  by  their 
(•liarter  of  superintending  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, it  becomes  more  particularly  objectionable  and 
dangerous  for  the  Government  to  give  any  expression 
of  their  opinicm  as  to  an  advance  to  any  particular 
house — a  question  which  must  depend  upon  circum- 
stan(*es  of  which  the  Government  must  be  most  entirely 
ignorant. 

'  Mr.  Thomas  Baring. 

^  Jourdain  seems  to  have  been  a  financier.    He  does  not  appear  in 
the  biographical  dictionaries. 

]>  D  S 
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So  far,  I  think,  the  course  is  clear.  But  I  conjecture 
it  is  prol)able  tliey  will  push  nie  as  to  what  will  be  the 
decision  of  the  Government  if  the  drain  continues — i.e. 
whether  we  will  issue  an  Order  in  Council  to  suspend 
pa}Tnents  in  bullion.  To  this  I  should  be  inclined  to 
sav  to  them  that  thev  must  look  to  themselves,  and  that 
the  Government  will  not  interfere,  but  they  must  pay 
so  lonpr  as  they  have  a  shilling  in  their  chest.  Of  course 
I  shall  put  this  in  oflicial  lanfruage.  I  think  this,  at 
any  rate,  the  right  language  to  hold  to  them.  The  more 
so  as  Eice  told  me  that  they  had  been  talking  about  an 
Order  in  Council  some  time  ago. 

It  appears  also  to  me  the  right  course  in  itself.  It 
was  Huskisson's  and  Lord  Liverpool's  language  in  1826. 
I  have  had  a  talk  also  with  Thomson  and  Eice  (the 
former  I  saw  on  purpose,  and  asked  him  what  he  pro- 
posed in  case  of  things  ccmiing  to  the  worst).  They 
both  considered  that  pannents  should  not  be  suspended, 
but  the  Bank  left  to  itself. 

But,  without  attemi)ting  to  decide  that  question 
finally,  I  still  consider  that  su(*h  is  the  language  which 
should  be  held  to  the  Bank  as  the  only  safe  language 
for  the  Government  to  hold  to  them  to  keep. them  in 
order.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  measures  which  w-ill  be 
necessarv  if  the  Bank  is  reallv  drained. 

I  propose  to  send  this  by  the  early  post  to-morrow, 
not  merelvwith  the  view  of  <nvin<r  vou  notice  of  what  is 
going  on,  but  of  laying  before  you  the  course  which 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  tlie  l)est  to  pursue  in  any  con- 
versation I  may  have  with  the  Hank,  and  obtaiuiuii  from 
vou  anv  advice  or  su<r<resti()n  vou  mav  wish  to  make. 
If  I  want  yon  1  shall  have  no  scruple  in  sending  for  vou, 
but  I  doiTt  think  it  well  ynu  should  come  up  in  a 
hurry  to  see    the   (lovernor   and  l)ei)uty-Goveruor  of 
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the  Bank,  and  that  to  appear  in  the  papers  at  this 
moment.^ 

Octobers,  ^  HAVE  just  Seen  the  Deputy-Governor  of  the 
^^''^'  Bank.  He  is  very  gloomy.  They  talk  of  raising 
the  rate  of  interest.  The  question  will  be  discussed  to- 
morrow.    Money  is  very  scarce  to-day. 

Jourdain's  affair  is  not  settled.  The  Bank  offered 
300,000/.  if  they  could  get  other  houses  to  come  forward. 
Tliey  have  not  succeeded,  and  it  is  therefore  a  doubt 
how  far  he  will  be  able  to  get  on.  To-morrow  a  large 
amount  of  his  engagements  fall  due.  The  days  of  grace 
will  bring  him  to  Saturday,  and  on  Monday  half  a 
million  is  expected  by  the  Great  Western.  This  is  a 
narrow  shave. 

The  suggestions  of  Mr.  Attwood,  who  had  retired  from  active 
politics,  for  the  improvement  of  the  currency  appear  to  have 
been  received  by  Lord  Melbourne  quite  as  un&vonrably  as  they 
afterwards  were  by  Sir  Robert  Peel. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  ^^^  Icavc  to  ackuowledgc  your  letter  of  the 
Mr"  Mt!^  27th  inst.,  which  I  received  here  yesterday.  I 
wlifdsor      ^l^ank  you  for  it. 

oJtoi^r  1  ^^^  know  very  well  that  I  differ  from  you^ 

1889.  .  J  differ  from  your  opinions,  from  your  views 
and  objects,  and  still  more  from  the  measures  which  you. 
have  taken  to  accomplish  them.*  I  always  considered 
thi^se  measures  certain  to  lead  to  the  consequences  to 
which  they  have  led — danger  to  those  whom  you  en- 
couraged, danger  to  the  State,  and  their  own  failure. 

I  trust  now  that  your  anticipations  will  not  be 
r(\alised,  but  I  shall  be  happy  to  consider  any  suggestions 
which  you  may  think  of  importance. 

^  This  letter  was  forwarded  to  Lord  John  Busaell  on  September  90^ 
with  Lord  Melbourne's  cordial  approval. 

^  That  is,  the  Birmingham  League  and  its  political  derelopmente. 
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The  following  letter  obviously  relates  to  the  Queen's  be- 
trothal to  Prince  Albert : — 

liord  Mel-  What  I  mentioned  to  you  the  other  day  is  ex- 
wa  John  ^ctly  taking  the  course  which  I  expected,  and 
Smfiden-  ^vl^icli  I  thcu  traccd  out  to  you.  A  ver}"  strong 
whuiKor  inipression  is  evidently  made,  and  as  much  was 
octiiiria  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  to-day  as  is  sufficient  to  prove  that 
iHSd.  i[^Q  mind  is,  in  fact,  made  up,  and  will  be  de- 
clared shortly.  I  think,  myself,  that  it  is  time  that  this 
sliould  be  effected,  and  I  do  not  know  that  anything 
better  could  be  done.  He  seems  a  very  agreeable  young 
man — he  is  certainly  a  very  good-looking  one — and  as 
to  character,  that  we  must  always  take  our  chance  of. 
Supposing  it  to  be  decided,  what  should  you  say  with 
respect  to  time  ?  Delay  in  such  matters  is  always 
ol)jectional)le.  It  would,  of  course,  be,  in  every  point 
of  view  and  for  every  purpose,  necessary  to  have  a 
Parliament. 

In  November  Chartism  found  vent  in  the  '  Frost  riots '  at 
Newport,  Monmouthshire. 

I  HAVE  bv  this  morning's  post  received  several 

The  M.ir-  /•     "         t  /t^  . 

qiKftHof  letters  from  different  persons  in  the  neighbour- 
toi.<)r<i       hood  of  ^Newport  and  Tvdvil,  with  the  account 

M«llK)linie.  .  .  1   .     1        "      1         1  ^         n 

Tioniu        ot  a  serious  not  which  took  place  at  the  former 

Ofli<M?,  ,  •  »    -I        1 

NovnniHT  towii  vcstenlay  eveninjT.  About  nine  o  clock  a 
lartre  bodv  of  Chartists  from  the  neij?hbourin<r 
ironworks  entered  the  town  and  commenced  an  attack 
upon  the  inn  where  the  military  were  (about  thirty  men 
of  the  Soth  Kegiment)  in  charg(»  of  some  persons  who 
had  hecMi  arrested  on  suspicion  during  the  evening  Ije- 
i\)vo.  11h»  attack  s(»enis  to  have  l>een  verv  resolute. 
'Vho  Mavor  was  wouiuh^d  severelv,  but  not  daiifferouslv, 
with  two  gunshot  wounds,  and  two  other  gentlemen 
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were  also  wounded.  After  the  firing  had  continued  (as 
the  reports  say)  for  half  an  hour  the  mob,  retired,  about 
eight  of  them  having  been  killed,  and  many  others 
wounded.  Some  of  the  letters  describe  them  as  having 
been  dispersed,  others  as  preparing  for  another  attack ; 
but  all  ask  for  additional  force. 

I  have  settled  with  Fitzroy  Somerset  that  the  45th 
Eegiment  shall  march  at  once  from  Winchester  for 
Bristol,  and  that  two  guns  shall  be  sent  from  Woolwich 
to  Bristol,  in  case  they  should  be  required.  In  conse- 
quence of  a  note  received  yesterday  from  the  Mayor  of 
Newport,  in  which,  though  professing  not  to  participate 
in  the  alarm  himself, ^he  asks  for  more  force,  we  have 
already  given  directions  for  a  troop  of  cavalry  to  mov'e 
this  morning  from  CUfton  to  Chepstow,  and  another 
from  Abergavenny  to  Usk  (?).  From  Monmouth,  which 
was  the  place  which  the  gentleman  I  saw  last  night 
represented  to  be  in  danger,  we  have  no  direct  accounts 
at  all  this  morning,  but  a  letter  from  the  Mayor  to  the 
Mayor  of  Bristol,  which  the  latter  forwards  this  morn- 
ing, represents  the  rumour  of  an  intended  attack  to 
prevail,  and  demands  reinforcements. 


liord  Mel- 


I  SEND  you  the  letter  which  I  have  received 
ix,rdjj£i  ^'"s  morning  from  Normanby.  I  hope  now 
wimwr  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  S^  ^^  further ;  but  what  I  do  not 
November  ^^^®  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  thcrc  was  a  disposition  to  rise 
(».  1839.  throughout  the  whole  district  which  was  totally 
unknown  and  unsuspected  until  the  moment  before  it 
was  alx)ut  to  be  carried  into  execution.  If  this  were  to 
be  done  in  many  places  much  mischief  might  be  done. 
!Siich  a  mode  of  proceeding  is  a  thousand  times  more 
dangerous  than  unions  and  great  meetings,  which  are 
always  known  beforehand,  and  provided  against.    It  is 
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also  a  little  awkward  after  having  taken  merit  for  our 
mode  of  dealing  with  Chartism.^ 

j^^^         I  WRITE  a  line  by  the  post  because  the  matter 
tl!*r!oni"^*'   to  which  it  relates  may  come  under  cousidera- 
win"w*    ^^^^^^  ^'^U  soon,  although  there  does  not  appear 
Nmomber    ^^  prescut  to  bc  as  much  feeling  upon  the  sub- 
24,  i8ai).     ^Q^^  rj^  there  was  this  time  last  year.     In  one  of 
your  letters  which  I  saw  some  time  ago  you  said  that 
the  real  objection  to  the  English  corn  laws  was  one 
whicrh  you  had  never  yet  seen  stated,  and  that  was  that 
the  Continental  nations  will  never,  upon  any  account  or 
upon  any  consideration,  admit  the  English  manufactures 
to   anything   like  a  fair  ccmipetition  with   their  ow^i. 
Now,  if  you  had  not  said  that  you  had  never  seen  the 
objection  stated,  I  should  have  conceived  that  you  only 
meant   that   the    manufacturing    interests   which   had 
grown  up  upon  the  Continent  were  so  strong,  and  the 
determination  of  the  governments  to  protect  them  so 
firm,  that   the   admission  of  our   manufactures   could 
never  be  carried  against  the  resistance  that  had  been 
made  to  it.     liiit  your  saying  that  you  had  never  seen 
the  assertion  stated  makes   me   think   that  you   may 
possibly  mean  something  else  or  something  more,  be- 
cause this  statement  has  been  made  over  and  over  again, 
and  is  the  main  argument  hi  every  pamphlet  and  every 
debate  upon  that  side  of  the  question.    How  is  this?    I 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  this  and  anything  else  you  may 
have  to  say  u])on  the  subject,     llowareyou?     I  am 
pn^tty  well,  but  John  is  low  and  not  a  little  anxious 
about  the  great  matters  which  are  j)ending. 

*  The  riot  was,  however,  very  pri>m]>tly  cnished,  and  Frost,  who 
acconliii;^  to  lionl  Norinanhy  *  showed  hiniself  an  arrant  coward 
thr()U;:hoiit/  was  condemned  to  be  hiuigid,  hut  esea^-ed  on  u  technical 
plea. 
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Lord  Melbourne  was  more  than  once  called  over  the  coals 
for  having  presented  Robert  Owen,  the  Socialist,  at  Court. 
However,  the  frankness  of  his  explanation  ought  to  have  dis- 
armed even  the  Bishop  of  Exeter : — 

j^^j  I  HAVE  received  your  letter,  with  the  one  en- 
JJ'm^^k*  closed  from  Mr.  Giles.  I  beg  to  assure  you, 
coiifidin-  ^^^^  I  request  you  to  assure  Mr.  Giles,  that  you 
wlniisor  ^^^y  most  safcly,  and  in  the  most  decisive 
Dumber  ^^nuer,  contradict  the  notion  of  there  being 
20,1889.  any  approbation  on  my  part  of  Mr.  Owen's 
opinions,  or  of  any  willingness  to  propagate  or  encourage 
them.  I  have  more  than  once  heard  Mr.  Owen's  state- 
ments, and  I  have  always  told  him  that  his  doctrines 
appeared  to  me  the  most  absurd,  and  he  himself  one  of 
the  most  fo#lish  men  1  ever  conversed  with.  I  always 
considered  that  his  principles  were  too  ridiculous  to  be 
dangerous.  In  this,  however,  I  may  be  mistaken,  and 
may  underrate  the  folly  and  weakness  of  those  to  whom 
he  addresses  himself. 

He  came  to  me  in  the  summer,  and  having  conversed 
for  some  time  said  that  he  was  going  abroad,  that 
before  he  went  he  wished  to  be  presented  at  Court,  as 
he  found  great  inconvenience  in  other  countries  from 
not  having  been  there,  and  asked  whether,  for  that 
purpose,  he  might  put  my  name  upon  bis  card.  Un- 
guardedly and  imprudently,  without  much  thinking, 
and  in  order  to  get  rid  of  him,  I  said  yes ;  and  hence  all 
this  scandal  and  outcry. 

At  the  same  time  I  must  say  in  general  that  I  should 
not  think  myself  justified  in  refusing  to  present  a  gentle- 
man, at  least  on  account  of  his  opinions,  either  political 
or  religious. 

The  following  letter  from  John  Allen,  of  Hollaiid  House, 
a])pear8  to  belong  to  this  year : — 
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Mr.  Kemble  told  me  the  other  day  that  the  Historical 
Society  had  been  obhpred  to  discontinue  the  publication 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Charters,  which  they  had  begun 
under  his  editorship  ;  but  when  I  expressed  my  regret 
that  so  interesting  a  w^ork  should  not  be  completed,  he 
said  that  the  plan  on  which  they  had  been  begun  and 
carried  on  w^as  bad,  inasmuch  as  they  had  made  him 
omit  the  descriptions  of  the  lands  conveyed  by  the 
charters,  which  are  very  curious  and  valuable  for  local 
history,  containing  as  they  do  the  names  of  many 
hamlets,  fields,  woods,  rivulets,  &c.,  which  are  known 
by  the  same  names  at  present. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  an  ol)ject  worth 
the  expense  if  Government  would  undertake  the  work 
anew,  l)eginning  again  from  the  commenceitient,  and  in- 
serting what  the  Historical  Society  had,  from  the  scan- 
tiness of  their  funds,  l)een  ol)hged  to  omit;  and  on 
mentioning  this  idea  to  Mr.  Kemble  he  expressed  his 
willingness  to  engage  in  such  a  work  in  conjunction 
with  his  friend  Mr.  Thorpe,  adding  that  it  would  be  no 
injury  to  the  Historical  Society,  because  the  few  copies 
of  the  work  they  had  printed  for  sale  were  already  dis- 
posed of. 

It  appears  to  me,  I  confess,  that  this  is  a  work  that 
would  do  credit  to  the  Government  tliat  undertakes  it. 
It  is  from  the  charters  onlv  that  one  can  learn  the 
tenure  of  lands,  their  descent,  the  burdens  and  liabilities 
to  wliich  they  are  subject,  and  the  origin  of  the  irregu- 
larities in  these  subjects  that  still  prevail  in  England. 
One  also  learns  from  them  all  that  can  be  known  of  the 
internal  administration  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the 
(•  )n(liti<)n  of  \\w  diHerent  classes  of  the  people. 

Since  the  (iueen's  accession  nothing  has  l>een  done 
for  hislcn'ical  literature  but  the  completion  of  the  Anglo- 
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Saxon  Laws  by  Thorpe,  which  was  begun  under  her 
predecessor.  France  has  in  the  last  years  been  more 
active  in  collectinjy  and  publishing  the  memorials  of  her 
l)ast  than  in  any  period  of  her  existence.  The  German 
States  are  employed  in  the  same  work,  and  even  the 
Piedmontese  Government  has  awakened  to  the  import- 
ance of  collecting  and  preserving  whatever  can  throw 
liglit  on  the  ancient  history  of  the  country.  Are  we  the 
only  people  who  have  no  curiosity  about  the  past?  Is 
the  history  of  our  own  nation  the  only  one  not  worth 
investigation  ?  Are  we  so  poor  that  we  cannot  spare 
the  funds  which  even  Denmark  and  Modena  found 
means  to  contribute  to  so  laudable  a  purpose  ?  It  was 
under  Anne,  and  by  the  advice  of  Lord  Somers,  that  the 
great  publication  of  Rymer  was  carried  on.  Let  future 
ages  be  able  to  say  that  her  example  was  followed  by 
Victoria  and  her  advisers. 

I  shall  say  no  more,  but  leave  the  subject  to  your 
own  reflections. 

In  the  session  of  1840  a  measure  for  the  snminaiy  proteddoii 
ngainst  legal  processes  of  persons  employed  in  the  pablication  of 
] Parliamentary  papers  was  passed  on  the  lines  indicated  in  tlie 

following  letter : — * 

ix^rti  Mel-  I  RETURN  you  tlic  Attomey-General's  letter.  I 
wa"john  have  received  the  Duke  of  Sussex's  and  the 
Windsor     Duke   of   Cambridge's    full  assent  to  Prince 

*  Tho  question  was  raised  by  the  case  of  Stockdole  v.  Hansardt  of 
which  it  is  enough  to  say  that  Messrs.  Hansard  published,  in  a  Parlia- 
inontary  report,  an  unfavourable  cotnment  on  a  medical  work  pablished 
by  Mr.  Stockdalc.  Stockdale  brought  an  action  fSor  libel  against  Hannrd« 
who  pleaded  privilege  of  Parliament,  but  the  Court  of  Qneen*B  Beneh 
gnve  judgment  against  him.  The  House  of  Commons  upheld  Haoiard* 
Stockdale  was  committed,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  John  Rnnell,  top* 
]K)rted  by  Sir  R.  Teel,  for  breach  of  privilege,  and  the  Sheriflb  of  London 
for  refusing  to  refund  the  money  they  had  received  for  selling  Hansard** 
goods.    Hero  was  a  deadlock,  which  could  only  be  settled  by  legislation. 
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j!muar  1  -^^Ibert's  taking  precedence  of  them.  I  think 
1H40.  i^Q  should  do  so,  but  not  of  the  Prhice  of 
Wales. 

The  privilege  question  is  a  difficult  one  in  fonn  and 
appearance,  but  not  in  substance  and  sense.  I  nev^er 
saw  a  more  disorderly  and  unparliamentary  suggestion 
than  that  of  Campbell's  respecting  the  course  which  the 
Speaker  should  take.  The  Speaker  knows  nothing  of 
leaders  or  of  parties — it  is  disorderly  even  to  suppose 
their  existence ;  and  it  is  his  business  to  receive  the 
directions  of  the  House,  not  to  give  them. 

The  courts  of  law  are  wrong.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
that ;  and  tliey  are  wrong  hi  consequence  of  the  little 
attention  which  the  lawyers  of  the  present  day  pay  to, 
and  the  little  knowledge  which  they  possess  of,  consti- 
tutional and  Parliamentary  law,  and  which  renders  their 
autliority  not  equal  to  that  of  the  abler  judges.  But, 
although  they  are  wrong,  they  are  not  corruptly  or 
criminallv  Avixnig ;  thev  conmiit  an  error,  and  therefore 
it  will  not  do  to  proceed  against  them  with  anything  of 
harsliness  or  violence. 

The  Houses  of  Parliament  possess  this  privilege,  or 
ought  to  possess  it.     Everybody,  I  understand,  admits 
the  latter;  everyl)ody  admits  that  it  is  a  power  necessary 
to  the  discharge  of  their  duty.     ]hit  the  judges  say  they 
have  it  not.     Certain  it  is  tliat  thev  have  no  effectual 
means  of  asserting  their  privilege.     It  will  never  do  to 
have  a  war  of  conflicting  power  carried  on  at  this  time 
of  day  between  two  of  tlie  constituted  authorities  of  the 
State,  a  war  which  will  render  both  contemptible,  ami 
whicli  can  never  terminate  the  question.     Why,  then, 
you  must   interi)ose  with  a  law.     There  are  difficulties 
certainly  in  framing  it — whether  it  should  be  enactiiip 
or  declaratory  ;  l)ut  if  all  men  are  agreed  that  the  i)ower 
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is  not  effectually  possessed  at  present,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  possessed,  surely  there  can  be  no  diflSculties  in  the 
way  of  giving  or  confirming  it  which  may  not  be  over- 
come. 

The  Ministry  were  promptly  involved  in  the  difficulties  con- 
nected with  Prince  Albert's  allowance  and  his  precedence. 
Lord  Melbourne's  prudence  induced  him  to  avoid  the  latter 
point  by  withdrawing  the  clause  from  the  Naturalisation  Bill. 

Lord  Mel-  Clarendon,^  by  my  desire,  saw  the  Duke  of 
L^^jo^  Wellington  yesterday,  who  received  him  very 
^utiS"*  kindly,  and  answered  him  very  frankly.  But 
Feb!^'  he  adheres  to  the  precedence,  and  says  that  it 
2, 1840.  y^m  \yQ  an  injustice  to  the  other  branches  of  the 
Eoyal  family  to  give  Prince  Albert  precedence  over 
them,  even  for  the  Queen's  Ufe,  which,  he  says,  would 
be  objectionable,  besides  placing  the  Prince  in  an  un- 
pleasant position  on  the  Queen's  death.  If  he  persists 
in  his  resolution — as  he  certainly  will,  since  he  considers 
it  a  matter  of  justice — we  shall,  of  course,  be  beat ;  and 
I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  we  had  better  give  up  the 
point  at  once  and  adhere  to  the  precedents  of  the  Prince 
of  Denmark  and  Prince  Leopold. 

Lord  Melbourne,  on  occasions,  was  quite  competent  to  in- 
struct a  bishop  in  ecclesiastical  history : — 

I  AM  much  obliged'  to  you  for  your  letter. 

Lord  Mel-     ^  ,        _  ,  ,  .    ,  ,   , 

bourne  From  the  few  words  which  passed  between  us 
Binhop  of    in  the  House  of  Lords  I  perfectly  understood 

Lincoln.  .  j     ,i  •  i  •    * 

South        your  meanmg,  and  the  manner  m  wmcn  you 

street,  .    •       .a 

May  24,      uow  explam  It/ 

If  the  legislature  were  to  alter  the  Articles 


1840. 


'  Lord  Clarendon  had  joined  the  Government  as  Lord  Privy  SeaL 
^  Tlio  I^ishop  of  Lincoln  hod  deprecated  any  alteration  in  the  Liturgy^ 

A  petition  in  favour  of  which  had  been  presented  by  the  Archbishop  of 

Dublin. 
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or  the  Liturgy,  and  to  direct  the  clergy  to  subscril)e 
the  new  Articles  and  read  the  new  Liturgy  in  their 
churches  under  pain  of  deprivation,  it  would  be  for 
them  to  consider  whether  they  would  obey  such  a  law  ; 
and  if  they  were  to  decide  not  to  do  so,  they  woi  Id 
be  placed  in  the  same  situation  with  those  numerous 
clergymen  who  refused  (compliance  with  the  Act  of 
Uniformity.  When  Tillotson,  in  the  year  1789,  at- 
tempted, in  conjunction  with  some  of  the  most  eminent 
prelates  and  divines  of  the  day,  a  scheme  of  compre- 
hension such  as  is  printed  upon  the  petition  presented 
yesterday,  it  was  earnestly  pressed  by  Calamy  and  the 
leading  Dissenters  to  try  and  effect  this  object,  as  the 
Eeformation  had  been  effected,  solely  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  to  resort  to  the  Convocation,  where  they 
confidently  foretold  his  utter  failure.  He,  being  a  con- 
scientious and  scrupulous  and,  as  was  reproached  to 
him,  a  somewhat  timid  man,  and  very  sensitive  to  the 
reproach  of  the  Church  of  England  being  a  Parlia- 
mentary Church,  and  also  probably  holding  j'our  lord- 
ship's opinion  that  what  he  aimed  at  could  only  rightly 
originate  with  the  Convocaticm,  persisted  in  his  own 
course,  and  was  almost  immediately  defeated  in  the 
Lower  House  of  Convocation,  although  successful  in  the 
other. 

Such  I  feel  certain  would  be  the  result  of  any  simi- 
lar effort  at  present ;  and  I  hope  that  you  will  not,  from 
aiivthin<T  that  I  have  said,  think  that  I  have  anv  wish 
to  see  Parliament  undertake  the  task  of  amending  the 
Articles  or  the  Liturgy.  I  deprecate  such  a  movement 
as;  much  as  a'ou  do,  and  tlie  errors  in  l)oth  must  ])e 
shown  to  l)e  nuich  more*  glaring  and  much  more  certain 
than  any  that  I  have  seen  charge^d  upon  them  before  I 
(M)uld  l)e  induced  to  countenance^  such  a  proceeding. 
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During  tlu^  remainder  of  the  session  the  Government  were 
not  pressed  very  hard,  chiefly  owing  to  the  dissensions  aniong 
thtnr  opponents,  tiioiigh  they  suffered  numerous  defeats  on 
Lord  Stanlev's  Irisli  Keifistration  Bill.  The  following?  letter 
relates  to  tln^  Canadian  Clergy  Reserves  Bill  : — ^ 

T,r>r(iMei-  I  WILL  havo  every  exertion  made  for  Tuesday. 

t"Tj"t  V«  If  Ilardwicke  presses,  and  the  Duke  votes  with 

smuh^'"  ^^^^^^  ^'^  shall  certainly  be  beat.     Even  if  the 

T^r'.l'  Duke  should  dis(*ountenanee  the  motion  it  mav 

July     Oy 


^''^^'  still  1)0  doubtful.     It  mav  be  neressarv  to  con- 

sider  such  a  defeat  as  decisive,  but  it  will  phice  us  in  a 
new  situation.  We  shall  have  to  resi<rn  the  <j^()vern- 
meiit  upon  a  question  upon  which  those  wdio  are  to 
replace  us  are  themselves  divided.  We  shall  give  up 
the  government  upon  grounds  upon  wdiich  our  oppo- 
nents are  unable  consistently  to  form  one.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  requires  consideration. 

The  Irish  Municipal  Corporations  Bill  at  last  became  law, 
after  a  protest  from  Bishop  Phillpotts,  and  the  introduction  of 
several  amendments  by  Lord  Lyndhurst,  which  the  Commons 
at  first  rejected.  Lord  Melbourne  apparently  thought  that  any 
settlement  of  the  question  was  better  than  none. 

Anptiflto,  T^YNDiiURST  has  Written  to  Duncannon  that  it  is 
^"*'^'  inn)()ssible  to  agree  to  the  amendments  in  the 

Irish  Municipal  Bill.  I  suppose  you  will  not  insist  on 
them. 

In  Lord  ir«^lbourne\s  correspondence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year  there  is  nothing  of  any  particular  moment,  except  his 
li^tttTs  on  the  Syrian  question,  which  will  be  found  in  Chapter 
XI II.  Nor,  when  we  come  to  ISil,  is  there  any  record  of  the 
process  by  which  the  Prime  Minister  was  induced  to  abandon 
his   pri'vious  declarations,  and  consent  to  a  fixed  duty  of  8«. 

^  Sir  Kobort  Ptcl  luul  approved  of  the  measure  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Lord  Hardwic'ko^H  attack  did  not  succeed,  as  tlio  Duke  rocom- 
itioiided  that  the  13ill  should  bo  passed. 
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a  quarter  on  wheat.  There  is  a  good  story  to  the  effect  that, 
after  the  Cabinet  dinner  at  which  the  momentous  decision  was 
taken,  he  called  from  the  top  of  the  staircase  to  his  departing 
colleagues,  '  Stop  a  bit ;  is  it  to  lower  the  price  of  bread,  or 
isn't  it  ?  It  doesn't  much  matter  which,  but  we  must  all  say 
the  same  thing.' 

The  Scottish  Church  question  was  met  by  Lord  Melbourne 
with  a  simple  no?i  2>i>if."?«ni//.<. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  HAVE  1)6611  somewliat  embamissed  by  the 
wd^oin-  Scotch  Church  question,  by  the  consciousness 
yviud^T  ^^^^^  ^  ^^''^^  practi(*ally  utterly  ignorant  of  it 
A^rii^^o  i^^vself,  and  by  feeling  at  the  same  time  that  I 
^^^^'  had  no  means  of  attaining  advice  or  informa- 
tion upon  which  I  could  with  any  security  rely.  All 
opinions  are  so  infected  and  biassed  by  a  strong  party 
and  religious  feeling.  Upon  general  principles  I  never 
saw  so  clear.  First,  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  recon- 
cile it  to  my  conscience  to  take  the  part  of  any  Church 
or  of  anytlung  e(*clesiastical  anywhere  in  opposition  to 
the  law,  which  is  and  ought  to  be  the  supreme  govern- 
ment of  everv  country.  Secondly,  I  do  not  know  how 
I  could,  with  my  opinions,  agree  to  anything  which  was 
to  place  the  election  of  ministers  more  hi  the  hands  of 
the  congregations  than  it  is  at  present.  And,  thirdly, 
even  if  the  Church  were  right  in  their  desires,  the 
manner  in  which  thev  have  been  asserted  and  enforced 

ft 

cannot  be  justified  or  even  ex(*used. 

At  the  sanuj  time  I  am  well  aware  that  it  will  not 
do  to  k(»ep  steady  upon  the  soundest  theory  and  the 
most  undoubted  general  principles;  and  uj)on  this 
sul)jert  1  have  notliing  l)ut  theory — princijdes  against 
practices  circumstances,  feelings,  and  the  actual  iisaj/e 
:ni(l  working  of  institutions.  I  may,  thei'efore,  possibly 
l)c  induced  ultimately  to  accjuiesce  in  measures  im^on- 
sisieiit    with   tlicsc    jjrinciples,  and  tliei'cfore  I  should 
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not  wish  to  be  considered  as  pledging  myself  irre- 
vocably and  unchangeably  even  to  their  maintenance ; 
but  it  will  be  with  great  unwillingness,  under  strong 
compulsion,  and  I  do  not  see  the  possibility  of  my 
doing  so  at  present.  I  write  in  confidence,  but  I  think 
it  is  well  to  put  you  in  possession  of  my  general  views 
upon  a  subject  which  I  am  conscious  of  not  well  under- 
standing, and  which  the  many  publications  on  the  sub7 
ject  do  not  appear  to  me  satisfactorily  to  elucidate, 

I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  you,  especially  as  my 
doing  so  has  been  of  late  rather  a  rare  occurrence. 

On  the  production  of  the  Free  Trade  Budget  it  became  evi- 
dent that  the  days  of  the  Ministry  were  numbered.  Then  came 
the  question  whether  or  no  they  should  dissolve.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne was  decidedly  against  the  proceeding,  as  he  foresaw  that 
it  would  be  followed  by  a  crushing  defeat. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  RETURN  you  the  Clianccllor's  letter,  which  I 
i^r"  John  ^^^^'^  ^'^^1  considered.  But  I  cannot  reconcile 
8o°uth^^'  niyself  to  advising  a  dissolution  in  the  present 
m17u,  circumstances.  It  is  of  great  importance  to 
i«^i-  make  the  country  clearly  understand  the  differ- 
ence between  us  and  the  Opposition ;  but  I  cannot  agree 
to  any  course  that  is  to  lead  necessarily  to  a  dissolution. 
To  show  an  intention  to  dissolve,  and  to  be  beat  by  the 
House  of  Commons  out  of  that  intention,  will  be  very 
humiliating  both  to  the  Crown  and  the  Government. 

Lord  Mel-  Many  tliauks  for  your  letter.  What  I  said  in 
LorSTjohn  1^^9  ^'^^  ^^^  r^^l  expression  of  my  feeling, 
south^^*  which  is  now  exactly  the  same  as  it  was  then. 
Ma^ii,  ^  ®^^^^  what  I  did  yesterday  because,  that  being 
^^^^-  the  strong  impression  upon  my  mind,  I  thought 
myself  bound  to  declare  it,  and  I  also  wished  to  declare 

E   B 
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that  I  was  ready,  as  I  am,  to  take  upon  mj^self  the 
whole  responsibiUty  of  the  decision. 

The  effect  of  such  a  decision  upon  the  Liberal  party 
is  a  consideration  of  great  importance,  and  its  effect 
upon  one's  own  character  and  future  influence  is  an 
element  by  no  means  to  be  overlooked ;  but  too  great 
sacrifices  must  not  be  made  to  either  of  these  two 
objects,  particularly  not  to  the  latter. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  Tory  party  have 
gained  upon  us  at  the  two  last  General  Elections ;  from 
the  result  of  single  elections,  and  the  manner  in  which 
these  events  have  been  brought  about ;  from  the  preva- 
lence of  the  late  Poor  Law  cry,  I  feel  persuaded  that  we 
shall  be  greatly  beat  at  a  General  Election,  and  that  by 
giving  the  Tories  that  opportunity  we  shall  give  them 
a  gi'eat  advantage.  We  shall  give  them  an  appearance 
of  strength  greater  than  they  really  possess,  and  we 
shall  ourselves  show  weaker  than  we  really  are. 

If  we  do  not  dissolve  ourselves  we  lose  the  advan- 
tage of  the  government  influence,  and  we  incur  the 
disadvantage,  whatever  it  may  be,  of  our  friends  being 
hereafter  offended,  disgusted,  and  discouraged.  But 
these  disadvantages  are  not,  in  my  oi)inion,  equal  to  the 
great  shout  which  would  now  be  raised  against  us  by 
the  united  voice  of  all  the  interests  whicli  we  are  alx>ut 
to  affect.  If  we  could  get  them  to  prevent  us  from 
dissolving  by  refusing  or  j)ostponing  the  sugar  duties  ' 
I  am  aware  of  the  advantage  it  would  be  ;  but  we  can- 
not do  this  without  pledging  ourselves  to  dissolve  if 
thev  do  not  take  that  course. 

EecoUect,  also,  that  if  they  bring  on  a  motion  in 

'  The  MiniKtry  were  defeated  on  the  Ru^ar  duties  by  871  votes  to 
2HI.  They  did  not  re8i;]^i,  however,  until  Sir  11.  Peel  carried  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  hv  312  votes  to  311. 


^ 
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the  House  of  Lords  the  CJorn  Laws  would  make  us  very 
weak  there,  and  prevent  many  of  those  who  have 
hitherto  supported  us  from  voting  with  us.  I  will, 
however,  well  consider  the  whole  matter  before  to- 
morrow.    Cabinet  at  one. 

Colleague  after  colleague,  however,  pressed  upon  the  Prime 
Minister  the  expediency  of  advising  a  dissolation,  and  he 
yielded,  with  the  result  that  he  had  anticipated.* 

_  ,     I  DO  not  like  to  plague  you  about  a  matter  on 

Lord  Pal-  .  1       O  J 

meretonto  wliicli  I  have  already  expressed  my  opinion. 

Lord  Mel-  .  ^        r  — » 

bourne.  but  I  caunot  help  saying  that  everything  I  hear 
May  14,      from  our  own  friends  shows  that  the  party  are 

1841.  .  .  ,  • 

most  anxious  for  dissolution,  and  I  think  the 
papers  of  every  morning  show  that  we  have  the  strong 
feeling  of  the  country  with  us.  I  know  that  too  much 
faith  ought  not  to  be  placed  on  calculations  made  be- 
forehand as  to  election  results ;  but  I  understand  that 
in  our  calculation  both  seats  at  Winchester  are  put 
down  as  lost,  and  yet  the  Dean  has  been  here  to  say 
that  one  seat  is,  in  his  opinion,  certainly  ours,  and  that 
we  might  have  a  chance  of  the  other. 

But  at  a  General  Election  the  feeling  of  the  country 
is  the  best  guide  to  guess  by,  and  that  seems  getting 
to  be  decidedly  with  us. 

The  anti-slavery  cry  has,  you  see,  failed ;  and  if  it 
were  possible  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  some  modificsr 
tion  of  the  Poor  Law  in  regard  to  outdoor  relief  in 
towns  with  more  than  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants 
(which  I  really  believe  would  be  just  and  proper),  we 
should  strike  the  Poor  Law  cry  dead. 

Are  there  not  reasons  for  a  dissolution,  founded  on 

^  There  is  a  good  description  of  the  Cabinet  oooncil  at  which  ths 
diRflolution  was  decided  upon  in  the  extracts  from  Hobhonse's  *  llexnoin* 
{Edinburgh  licvieWy  188). 

BBS 
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the  l)alance(l  state  of  parties  in  the  House  of  Commons; 
can  either  party  jro  on  with  this  Parhament?  And  if 
you  would  have  been  obhged  to  dissolve  this  summer 
or  autumn,  as  I  think  you  would,  even  had  the  Tories 
remained  quiet,  why  not  seize  the  favourable  moment 
whi(*h  the  present  excitement  in  our  tow^ns  creates  ? 

I  caimot  myself  see  how  such  a  course  can  place 
the  Queen  in  a  difficulty ;  on  the  contrary,  it  seems  to 
me  to  tend,  at  least,  to  relieve  her  from  difficulty. 

It  has  been  evident  durinjj  the  last  two  nights  to 
those  who  have  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
have  observed  the  countenances  of  the  people  opposite 
us,  that  a  gloom  prevails  in  the  Tory  camp.  Wlietlier 
this  proceeds  from  dread  of  an  appeal  to  the  country, 
or  from  difficulties  arising  among  themselves,  I  know 
not ;  but  it  prol)ably  springs  from  both. 

Let  me  mention  what  passed  between  two  of  our 
colleagues  as  the  last  Cabinet  broke  up.  Clarendon 
said  to  the  Clumcellor,  *  Well,  I  see  it  is  all  up,  and 
there  will  be  no  dissolution.  I  shall  not  venture  to  show 
my  face  in  London,  and  shall  go  and  hide  myself  for  a 
month  in  the  country.'  ^  *  I  don't  think,'  replied  the 
Chancellor,  *  that  a  month  will  be  enough.^ 

At  this  juncture  the  retirement  of  Lord  Plunket  from  the 
Irish  Chancellorship  in  favour  of  Lord  Campbell  brought  con- 
siderable discredit  on  the  Ministry,  because  it  was  known  to 
have  been  effected  by  pressure.  Tlie  whole  tranRaction  was 
looked  upon  as  a  job,  though  his  successor,  Lord  Campbell,  re- 
signed all  claims  to  the  pension  attached  to  the  ofiSce.  It 
certainly  was  an  ungracious  act,  and  one  which  could  only  be 
palliated  by  Camplxjira  long-standing  claims  for  promotion; 
claims  which  ho  wa8  by  no  means  backwanl  in  urging.  In 
18»31>  JA)rd  MellMnirne  had  been  informed  by  Jjord  Morpeth  that 

'  Lord  Clarendon,  accordin*,'  to  Greville,  was  at  first  against  a  dissola* 
tion,  but  cliaii;,'C'd  his  opinion. 
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Plunket  *  was  willing  to  retire  or  remain  as  suited  the  Govem- 
rnont.'  ^  But  when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  broached  the  subject, 
it  appeared  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  no  intention  of  re- 
tiring ;  and  Lord  Melbourne  had  no  other  course,  as  he  wrote  t6 
Lord  J[ohn  Russell,  'but  to  write  and  urge  him  to  remain,  and 
to  assure  him  that  the  matter  was  only  mentioned  under  the 
notion  that  it  was  his  wish  to  retire.'  Meanwhile  the  solicita- 
tions of  Campbell  appear  to  have  continued,  and  at  last  Lord 
Melbourne  felt  himself  compelled  to  make  a  direct  appeal  to 
Lord  Plunket's  generosity.  His  letter  has,  at  any  rate,  the  merit 
of  breaking  an  unpleasant  truth  in  a  courteous  manner : '  — 

The  OTeat  friendship  which  you  have  ever  felt 

Lord  Mel-  _    *^  _  \^  ^    ..  ,      ,  ,. 

bourne  and  sliowH  lor  myself  personally,  and  the  dis- 
piunket      interested  anxiety  to  serve  your  political  friends 

Private.  .... 

South  '  and  advance  your  political  principles  by  which 
June  6,  your  couduct  has  been  invariably  marked, 
make  me  not  only  hope  but  feel  confident  that 
you  will  receive  with  indulgence  the  matter  which  I 
am  now  about  to  open  to  you.  You  see  the  struggle 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  you  are  aware  that 
many  Ministerial  arrangements  must  be  necessary  on 
the  approaching  dissolution  of  Parliament.  Amongst 
these  it  would  be  most  convenient,  and  we  are  most 
anxious,  to  provide  for  the  Attorney-General,  which  the 
I)resent  state  of  the  Courts  of  Law  will  not  allow  us  to 
do  in  this  country.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  hav^ 
thought  it  not  impossible  that  you  might  be  willing  to 
seek  that  retirement  and  repose  to  which  your  long, 
able,  and  most  distinguished  services  so  well  entitle  you* 
I  have  thought  it  the  most  honest  and  open  course  to 

^  Lord  Melbourne  to  Lord  John  Bnssell,  October  21, 1889* 
^  See  Mr.  David  Plunket's  Life,  Letters,  and  SpMohet  ofLardPhm* 
Jcetj  vol.  ii.  p.  B88,  where  the  letter  is  given.  It  woolcl  appear  from  Loird 
Campbeirs  Life  that  he  reaUy  thought  that  Plunket's  oonsent  had  beoB 
obtained,  and  when  he  heard  the  true  state  of  affiun  the  delay  bad  pal 
his  seat  at  Edinburgh  in  jeopardy. 
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tell  you  at  once  the  olyect  which  we  have  in  view, 
and  the  reasons  why  we  seek  it.  If  it  is  repugnant  to 
your  feeUngs,  say  so  at  once,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the 
matter.  If  you  accede,  you  will  add  to  the  gratitude 
which  we  already  owe  for  the  support,  and  assistance 
which  you  have  rendered  us.  Whatever  may  be  your 
detennination,  you  will  keep  the  matter  entirely  secret 
for  the  present. 

When  Parliament  met  again,  the  Ministry  were  defeated  on 
the  Address  in  both  Houses,  and  Lord  Melbourne  announced 
his  resignation  on  August  30.  He  was  probably  glad  to  be 
gone.  The  Queen  was  no  longer  without  an  adviser ;  the  Bed- 
chamber difficulty  had  been  disposed  of  through  his  own  and 
the  Prince  Consort's  diplomacy.     His  part,  in  fact,  was  played. 


Mr.  G.  E. 


I  HAD  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  parting 

Anson  to'    this   momiufr,  but  Uxbridge's   coming  in  re- 
Lord  Mei-  ,     .        ^  ^  ^ 
bimme.       strauied  my  utterance. 

i  rivftt© 

windHor  We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  commencing  a 

AukubUo,  new  era,  and  that  cannot  but  forcibly  remind 
us  of  the  past,  and  make  me  wish  to  express  to 
you  the  deep  and  lasting  sense  of  the  obligation  I  am 
under  to  you  personally,  and  which  is  constantly  re- 
curring to  my  mind.  I  owe  you  far  more  than  I  can 
ever  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  you  any 
acknowledgment  for;  but  I  hope  I  shall  only  be  one 
of  the  many  who  will  ever  retain  a  most  grateful  recol- 
lection of  the  invariable  kindness  and  benefits  w^hich  I 
have  received  from  my  friend  and  j)atron. 

The  Prince  desires  me  to  reassure  vou  of  the  real 
f/ri(f  with  which  he  said  farewell  t(Klay.  It  is,  how- 
(»vcr,  a  great  comfort  to  him  to  feel  that  your  friendship 
to  the  (iucen  and  himself  will  never  vary,  and  will  always 
bear  any  trial  to  which  it  may  l)e  put.  The  Queen  has 
been  much  affected  since  you  left,  l)ut  is  calm  again. 
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CHAPTER  Xn 

CANADA 

1837-1841 

At  the  beginning  of  the  new  reign  it  was  evident  that  Lower 
Canada  was  fast  drifting  into  rebellion,  and  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  seemed  ready  for 
revolt.*  A  section  of  the  Cabinet  felt  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  Colonial  Office  ought  to  be  placed  in  stronger  hands 
than  those  of  Lord  Glenelg,  and  Lord  Howick  made  himself  the 
mouthpiece  of  their  views : — 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  last  night,  and  I  admit 
Howick  to    the  force  of  the  reasons  you  assign  for  not 

Lord  Mel-  .  ^  ^ 

bourne.  making  any  such  change  as  I  had  suggested ; 
Holland      they  ought  to  have  occurred  to  me  sooner. 

HouBe  . 

Decem'ber    Tliis  remedy  for  the  evil  I  pointed  out  beinir 

21)  1887  •'  X  ^ 

impracticable,  the  only  one  which  remains  is 
that  you  should  yourself  assume  the  management  of 
Canadian  business ;  in  the  situation  in  which  you  are 
placed  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  this,  and  in  the  present 
crisis  it  seems  to  me  positively  your  duty.  You  will 
excuse  my  saying  that,  in  my  opinion,  you  ought  much 
sooner  to  have  given  your  serious  attention  to  the 

^  Upper  Canada  was  saved  by  the  resonree  of  its  Qovemor,  Sir  Frsads 
Head,  who  threw  himself  upon  the  loyalty  of  the  Militia»  and  tent  his 
regular  troops  to  the  assistance  of  Lord  GhMlord  in  Lower  CuisdA.  His 
conduct  in  other  respects,  however,  was  not  equally  meritoriooe ;  ha  WM 
reprimanded,  and  came  home.  When  he  went  to  Lord  llelboiinie  Mud 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  justify  himself,  all  the  saiis&etion  he  received  wm« 
'  But  you  are  such  a  dimmed  odd  fellow ;  *  *  verdiot  Iblly  jnstified  by  hie 
indiscreet  book,  A  Narrative  of  Beecnt  EvsmU  im  Camada^ 
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affairs  of  this  colony,  in  conductin<r  which  vou  must  be 
sensi])le  thai  hithcM'to  vou  have  mveu  no  real  assistance 
to  Glenelg.  There  is  no  man  more  capal)le  than  your- 
self of  forming  a  correct  judgment  as  to  what  ought  to 
be  done  under  all  the  difliculties  of  the  case,  and  of 
a(!ting  firmly  upon  that  judgment ;  but  hi  order  to  do 
this,  you  nuist  in  the  first  place  have  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  real  state  of  things,  and  from  what  I  have 
observed  I  camiot  be  mistaken  in  concludiuij  that  vou 
have  not  taken  the  pains  necessary  for  acquiring  this 
knowledge.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  rouse  yourself  from 
vour  ])ast  inaction,  to  make  vourself  reallv  master  of 
the  facts  by  which  your  opinion  must  be  guided,  and, 
having  done  so,  to  set  yourself  resolutely  to  consider 
what  can  now  be  done  to  repair  the  fatal  errors  of  the 
last  three  years.  Itememher  that  the  continuance  of 
tlie  same  weak  and  undecided  policy  which  has  hitherto 
been  pursued  will  infallibly  lead  to  the  disgraceful  loss 
of  all  our  Xortli  American  colonies  afler  a  calamitous 
struggle,  and  too  j)r()])ably  to  the  still  greater  misfor- 
tune of  a  general  war.  I  grieve  to  think  how  deeply 
we  are  all  responsible  for  the  lives  which  have  already 
been  lost. 

P.S. — I  hope  1  am  not  presuming  unpardonably 
\\\)on  ycmr  good  nature  in  writing  this  letter;  but  the 
painful  interest  I  take  in  the  issue  of  this  business  must 
be  my  apology. 

The  rebellion  was  promptly  suppressed  hy  the  Britisli  troo]is, 
imdrr  the  coiniiKind  of  Sir  .Jolin  (\)llH)rne,  ami  the  Ministry 
rt'solvrcl  to  send  out  Lord  Diirhiuii,  annrd  with  sjX'cial  jX)Wors, 
His  jM'oceediii^^s,  liowfver,  were  hardly  calculated  to  alluy  dirt- 
content,  and  there  was  a  great  outcry  at  his  inconsiderutenesa 
in  taking  ()ut  with  him  men  who,  though  their  abilities  might 
be  con^iderabh'y  wrre  (hima^'-ed  in  chanicler. 
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Lord  Mel-  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  meiition  it  in  your  despatch  nor  in 
wd^D^^.  y^^^  ^^^  letters  to  me  which  I  have  received, 
v^and"  ^^^  ^^^^  Quebec  Gazette,  which  you  have  sent, 
so^uoT^'  leaves  no  doubt  that  you  made  the  appoint- 
jui^2  nient  of  Mr.  Turton  to  be  one  of  your  secre- 
1888.  taries  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council 
one  of  the  first  and  foremost  acts  of  your  government.^ 
You  must  be  well  aware,  after  the  letters  which  you 
must  by  this  time  have  received,  and  the  statement 
which  by  this  time  you  must  have  read  of  what  passed 
in  the  House  of  Lords  immediately  upon  your  departure, 
that  this  step  must  necessarily  place  us  all,  and  me  niore 
particularly,  in  great  difficulty  and  embarrassment.  I 
have  been  questioned  to-night  in  the  House  of  Lords 
upon  the  subject  by  Lord  Wharnecliffe,  and  I  could 
not,  of  course,  say  otherwise  than  that  I  had  heard  of 
the  appointment  with  great  concern  and  great  surprise, 
and  that  when  I  had  made  my  former  statement — to 
which,  of  course,  he  called  attention — ^I  thought  that  I 
had  had  reason  to  expect  that  no  such  appointment 
would  be  made.  I  could  not  say  other  nor  less  than 
this,  because  I  must  own  it  appears  to  me  most  wonder- 
ful that  you  should  have  done  tliis  so  hastily,  so  preci- 
pitately, and  so  entirely  without  consultation.  If  the 
public  feehng  here  was  such  as  to  render  it  advisable 
that  no  appointment  should  be  made  here  before  you 
went,  you  could  not  suppose  that  it  could  either  be 
satisfied  or  evaded  by  making  the  appointment  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  water  immediately  upon  your 
arrival.  I  write  this  upon  my  own  account,  and  without 
luivinjr  consulted  witli  others.  What  steps  it  may  be 
necessary  to  take  in  this  matter  it  is  impossible  at  this 

'  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas,  Turton,  was  ft  member  of  the  Calcnttft 
Bar  at  the  time  of  his  appointment.  , 
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moment  to  say ;  but  it  must  be  considered  and  deter- 
mined upon.  With  tlie  exception  of  this  unfortunate, 
and  from  the  beginning  most  ill-advised  proceeding, 
your  letters  seem  to  be  satisfactory,  and  I  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  writing  what  occurs  to  me  upon 
them. 

I  WILL  write  once  for  all  about  this  unfortunate 
to  the  and  foolish  affair  of  Mr.  Turton.  It  will  do 
South  you  much  harm  ;  it  will  do  me  much  hann ; 
jniy  17,  it  will  do  your  government  and  your  mission 
some  harm.  It  is  one  of  those  gratuitous  and 
unnecessary  difficulties  which  men  most  unaccountably 
create  for  themselves,  and  which  are  generally  greater 
than  any  which  are  created  for  them  by  the  natural 
course  of  events. 

You  never  ought  to  have  entered  into  any  negotia- 
tion with  him  upon  the  suggestion  of  others  without 
distinctly  naming  it  to  me.  You  must  have  known,  and 
you  did  know,  the  objections  that  would  arise. 

Wlien,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  public  feeling 
here,  you  were  persuaded  that  it  was  necessary  to  give 
up  making  the  appointment,  who  could  have  expected 
that  you  would  make  that  appointment  the  first  act  of 
your  government  upon  your  arrival  ?  and,  considering 
tlie  ferment  which  prevailed  upon  the  subject  at  the 
time  of  your  sailing,  you  must  have  expected  that  the 
matter  would  be  mentioned  in  Parliament ;  and  was  it 
ordinary  disctretion  not  to  wait  until  you  learned  whether 
it  liad  been  so  mentioned,  and  what  had  been  said  by 
th(*  (lovernmeut  upon  the  sulyect? 

It  is  not  fair  to  yourself,  it  is  not  fair  to  the  Govern- 
ment, it  is  not  fiur  to  the  important  duty  which  you 
hav(^  undertaken  to  discharge,  to  array  and  to  enlist 
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against  yourself  so  great  a  mass  of  public  feeling  as  you 
have  done  by  the  association  with  yourself  and  your 
government  of  this  gentleman  and  of  others  whom  you 
have  with  you.  This  feeling  may  be  prejudiced  and 
erroneous ;  but,  even  if  such  be  the  case,  it  does  not 
diminish  its  strength  or  render  it  less  formidable. 

I  have  now  expressed  myself  fully  and  distinctly 
upon  what  has  passed,  and  I  shall  revert  to  it  no  more. 
With  respect  to  the  future,  I  understand  from  your 
letters  of  the  16th  ult.  that  you  cannot  consent  to  alter 
the  appointment  which  you  have  made.  You  will  by 
this  time  have  received  the  two  last  letters  which  I 
wrote  to  you  upon  the  subject — the  one  upon  hearing 
the  report  of  Mr.  Turton's  appointment,  and  the  other 
upon  being  certified  by  the  Quebec  Gazette  that  it  had 
taken  place.  If  these  should  make  no  alteration  in 
your  determination,  I  cannot,  of  course,  take  upon 
myself  the  responsibility  of  pushing  matters  to  an  ex- 
treme which  would  hazard  the  interruption  of  that 
course  of  policy  in  Canada  which  you  have  auspiciously 
commenced;  but  in  that  case  you  must  be  prepared 
for  the  result  of  any  motion  in  Parliament  upon  the 
subject.  I  am  prepared  to  resist  such  a  motion;  but  if 
it  should  be  carried,  I  hope  that  you  will  be  prepared 
to  acquiesce  in  it. 

Upon  all  other  matters,  upon  all  parts  of  your  con- 
duct, except  as  far  as  relates  to  Mr.  Turton,!  have  only 
to  express,  according  to  my  present  information,  my  full 
approbation  and  concurrence,  and  my  congratulationa 
uj)on  the  good  effects  which  your  measures  appear  to 
have  already  produced. 

The  same  I  WROTE  to  you  ycstcrday  upon  this  appoint* 
same.        mcut  of  Mr.  Turtou.    You  will  see  by  the  re- 
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Bouth  ports  ill  the  newspapers  that  I  have  been  aprain 
ju?7i'h,  questioned  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Ix)rd 
i»»».  Winchelsea  with  respect  to  Mr.  Gibbon  Wake- 

field.^ It  is  currentlv  said  that  he  has  received  some 
appointment  from  you.  Of  course,  after  your  last  letter, 
I  feel  confident  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  I  have  not 
s(aupled  to  say  so ;  l)ut  the  event  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Turton  renders  people  the  less  willing  to  believe  me 
than  thev  Avould  have  been  before  that  unluckv  and  most 
precipitate  measure.  If  this  report  of  the  ai)pointment  of 
Mr.  Wakefield  were  to  be  confirmed,  no  power  on  earth 
could  prevent  an  address  to  remove  both  him  and  Mr. 
Turton  from  bein<^  moved  and  carried  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  I  believe  in  the  House  of  Connnons.  It  is 
iuci'edible  that  a  man  of  connnon  sense  should  show 
such  an  ij/norance  or  such  a  disregard  of  i)ublic  feeling 
and  opinion  as  you  have  done  in  the  selection  of  these 
gentlemen.  If  their  abilities  and  powers  were  super- 
human thev  would  not  counterbalance  the  discredit  of 
their  characrters.  They  will  materially  weaken  us ;  they 
will  cause  every  act  of  your  government  to  be  viewed 
with  a  jealousy  and  suspicion  to  which  they  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  exposed. 

I  rely,  therefore,  upon  your  assurance  that  you  will 
not  give  Mr.  Wakefield  any  ])ublic  appointment  Avhat- 
evei',  that  his  name  will  not  appear  in  any  public  docu- 
uients  ;  and  that  you  will  not  put  forward  Mr.  Turton  in 
any  more  ])rominent  situation,  or  place  him  in  any  other 

'  Gi)>l»on  Wrtkcfield  was  Uie  hero  of  the  celobratod  *  Wakefield  abduc- 
tion e:iso,'  for  wliicli  di'liiKiuoncy  he  was  imprisoned  for  tliree  years  in 
N('w«:;ato.  l)urin«^  his  inii)ris()ninent  he  wrote  the  marvellously  vivid 
description  of  prison  life  entitled,  The  Puninhmcnt  of  Death  in  the 
Mttnipnlix,  and  the  more  ceh*l»rated  Letters  from  Si/tbicyt  in  which  ha 
advocated  the  Wiiketield  system  of  colonisation.  Subsequently  to  hit 
li]K'rati(»n  he  was  an  active  promoter  of  the  South  Australian  Associa* 
lion  and  tlie  New  Zealand  Company. 
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post  of  trust  or  dignity.  Let  his  name  be  seen  as  little 
as  possible,  and  let  Mr.  Buller  continue  to  sign  all  your 
public  acts.^  Only  consider  bow  you  injure  your  own 
private  cliaracter  by  the  association  of  such  men  with 
yourself  and  your  family.  Only  consider  how  you  in- 
jure the  Queen,  whose  age  and  character  demand  some 
respect  and  reverence.  Only  consider  what  topics  you 
furnish  to  your  adversaries.  The  real  insignificance  of 
these  difficulties,  if  indeed  they  be  insignificant,  and  the 
ease  with  which  they  might  have  been  avoided,  only 
render  them  the  more  annoying  and  provoking,  espe- 
cially  when  we  consider  the  magnitude  of  the  conse- 
quences which  may  flow  from  them.  I  should  wish, 
but  caimot  hope,  to  have  to  write  no  more  about  them. 
I  should  wish  to  turn  to  the  more  gratifying  subject  of 
the  general  measures  which  you  have  taken,  of  the 
general  aspect  of  affairs,  upon  which,  as  well  as  upon 
your  representations  with  respect  to  military  and  naval 
force,  I  will  give  you  my  notions  in  a  day  or  two. 

Soon  aflerwards  arrived  the  inteUigence  of  the  iasae  of  Lord 
Durham's  celebrated  Ordinance,  by  which  eight  CanadianB  were 
transported  to  Bermuda,  and  Papineau  and  fourteen  others,  who 
had  fled  the  colony,  were  sentenced  to  death  in  case  of  their 
return.  The  result  was,  that  Lord  Brougham  forced  upon  Uie 
Government  an  Act  declaring  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of 
the  Canada  Act,  and  Ministers  were  compelled  to  disallow  the 
Ordinance. 

I  OUGHT  to  have  written  to  you  before,  but  the 
bourne  to  tuHuoil  aud  difficulty  of  the  close  of  the  session 
Durham,  of  Parliament  have  been  so  great  that  I  have 
South  *  not  had  time  to  write  as  fully  and  largely  as 
Aujruet  19,   the  importance  of  the  matters  demanded.  I  have 

been  the  less  concerned  at  the  delay,  because  I 

*  The  appointment  of  Charles  Buller  was,  of  course,  perfeoUy  on- 

cxccptionable. 
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felt  certain  that  upon  a  matter  of  such  magnitude  and 
consequence  you  would  be  sure  not  to  act  with  any- 
thing like  hastiness  and  precipitation.  I  am  confident 
that  you  are  too  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  inte- 
rests which  are  committed  to  your  care,  and  too  well 
aware  of  tlie  real  nature  of  the  form  of  government 
under  which  you  are  acting,  not  to  be  aware  that  cool- 
ness, patience,  and  endurance  are  perhaps  the  most 
essential  amongst  the  various  qualities  which  are  re- 
quired for  the  due  discharge  of  the  task  which  you 
have  undertaken. 

You  are,  of  course,  by  this  time  acquainted  with  all 
that  has  taken  place  in  Parliament.  We  have  supported 
you  with  all  our  might,  but  we  laboured  under  great 
disadvantages  from  the  very  scanty  and  insufficient  in- 
formation which  you  had  afforded  us,  whilst  our  oppo- 
nents were  naturally  in  possession  of  the  fullest  and 
most  authentic  intelligence.  With  respect  to  the  pri- 
soners sent  to  Bermuda,  you  never  transmitted  to  us 
any  copy  of  their  plea  of  guilty,  or  of  their  confession, 
nor  any  statement  of  the  circumstances  which  had  led 
to  its  being  made ;  Avhilst  of  course  the  prisoners  them- 
selves had  furnished  Eoebuck  ^  with  all  these  particu- 
lars, whi(*li  were  immediately  conveyed  to  Brougham. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Papineau,  and  those  in  the  same 
class  Avitli  him,  you  could  not  [fail  to]  be  sensible  how 
much  you  were  exceeding  all  former  pre(*edents  in  attaint- 
ing them  at  once  in  case  they  returned,  without  giving 
them  any  notice  or  any  opportunity  of  coming  in  and 
being  heard  in  their  defence.  You  never  called  our 
attention  to  this  great  difference,  or  put  us  in  possession 
of  the  special  reasons  which  you  must  have  had  for 

'  Mr.  Roelmck  was  the  paid  agent  uf  the  CanailianB. 
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proceeding  in  a  manner  so  unusual  and  so  certain  to  be 
productive  of  much  observation  and  censure. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  you  were  substantially  right  in 
your  manner  of  composing  the  Special  Council,  but  you 
cannot  be  surprised  that  it  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  much  animadversion  by  your  and  our  enemies  and 
opponents.^ 

It  would  have  been  well  if  in  such  matters  as  bills 
of  attainder  and  bills  of  pains  and  penalties  you  had 
furnished  us  with  exact  minutes  of  the  proceedings, 
so  that  we  might  have  been  able  to  show  that  all  was 
regular  and  according  to  form. 

The  editor  of  the  Westminster  Review^  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name,  I  believe,  of  Eobertson,  communicated 
to  me  a  letter  addressed  to  himself  from  Mr.  Buller, 
which  he  afterwards  thought  proper  to  publish  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle.  I  mention  the  fact  as  I  am 
going  to  observe  that,  in  my  opinion^  those  who  are  in 
your  suite  and  in  your  employment  ought  to  be  cautioned 
against  writing  letters  home  respecting  the  course  and 
policy  of  your  government.  This  is  the  ordinary  pre- 
(»aution  taken  by  every  mission,  and  the  consequence 
of  the  contrary  line  is  that  the  town  teems  with  letters 
to  editors  of  newspapers  and  reviews,  who  have  the 
most  authentic  intelligence  of  what  is  passing  in  Canada, 
wliilst  the  Government  is  left  in  absolute  ignorance. 

I  think  it  right  to  mention  these  matters  clearly  and 
distinctly.  I  know  that  you  have  much  to  do,  probably 
more,  much  more,  than  any  individual  strength  can 
perform ;  but  you  can  command  assistance,  and  I  am 
sure  that  you  will  perceive  and  admit  the  necessity 
of  keeping  us  accurately  and  minutely  informed  with 

*  I^rd  Durham  had  dismiBsed  his  predecessor's  Conncil,  and  qipoiin 
a  Si)€cial  Council  of  five,  selected  firom  his  person*!  ibUowing. 
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respect  to  evorytliinj^ '  tliat  ])asses.  You  must  have 
expected  that  tlie  exercise  of  powers  which  were  con- 
sidered to  l)e  so  lar^re  would  be  watched  with  the 
utmost  jealousy  and  commented  upon  with  the  extreme 
of  severity,  and  that  there  were  persons  in  this  country 
whom  neither  patriotism  nor  discretion  w^ould  restrain 
from  indulging  in  the  utmost  latitude  of  invective.  The 
only  safety  lies  in  strict  observance  of  the  powers,  in 
adliering  to  forms  as  well  as  to  principles,  and,  if  you 
are  ()l)liged  to  deviate  from  either,  in  making  apparent 
the  grounds  and  reasons  for  such  deviaticm. 

I  feel  certain  that  you  will  not  only  forgive  but 
approve  the  freedom  with  w^liich  I  have  written,  and 
that  the  untoward  circumstances  which  have  taken 
phice,  although  they  may  render  your  course  more  diffi- 
cult, will  only  en(?ourage  you  to  persevere  in  it  until 
you  have  accomplished  the  olgect  of  your  mission. 

Ministers  at  first  imagined  that  Tx)rd  Durham  would  submit 
to  the  censure  passed  on  his  proceedings  in  Parliament ;  but 
Lord  Melbourne  was  of  a  different  opinion. 

LordMoi-  I  SHALL   be  either  here  or  at  Windsor  or  at 

LoXioim  I^rocket  or  at  Panshanger.     If  you  will  let  me 

South"'  know  exactly  when  you  mean  to  leave  Eyde, 

Au^ist  25,  ^^^^^  when  you  mean  to  go  to  Ireland,  I  will 

ibiiti.  arrange  about  meeting  you.  .  .  . 

Durham  will  either  throw  up  at  once,  or  lie  will 
hurry  his  measures  very  much,  which  indeed  he  was 
otherwise  inclined  to  do,  and  then  insist  upon  coming 
home  immediatelv.  He  will  concoct  a  "eneral  arrancre- 
nient  by  the  end  of  Octtober,  send  it  home,  follow  it 
hims(*lf,  boast  of  the  efiect  he  produced  while  there, 
and  if  it  is  thrown  out  will  afterwards  sav  it  is  all  owin**" 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  treated;  in  savin*» 
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which  he  will  have  a  good  deal  of  colour,  if  not  of 
trutli. 

It  rains  again  to-day.  Herat  is  bad,  Belgium  is  bad,^ 
the  Precursor  Association  is  not  good,  many  other 
things  are  unsatisfactory,  but  this  rain  is  the  worst  of 
all.     Adieu. 

Later  on  came  Lord  Darham's  despatches,  announcing  his 
intention  of  resigning;  and  soon  afterwards  Ministers  must  have 
been  acquainted  with  his  angry  proclamation  of  October  9,  in 
which  he  appealed  from  the  Government  at  home  to  the  Canadian 
people. 

Lord  Mel-  ^PON  receiving  the  news  yesterday  I  deter- 
i^rd"jo^  mined  upon  coming  up  to  see  Glenelg  and 
Downhig  those  who  were  in  London.  Durham's  de- 
Octob^ri9  spatches  are  very  lon«r,  in  parts  very  able, 
i83».  putting  forward  all  that  makes  for  him  and 
nothing  that  makes  against  him ;  ver}^  artful,  and  require 
to  be  very  carefully  read  and  considered.  They  are  not 
an  immediate  resignation,  but  they  express  a  determina- 
tion to  resign  as  soon  as  he  has  completed  the  enquiries 
in  which  he  is  engaged  and  has  arranged  his  plan.* 
This  is  rather  an  odd  coui-se ;  but  as  he  has  declared  his 
intention  to  the  deputies  of  the  other  provinces,  I  do  not 
see  how  he  can  well  depart  from  it.  I  have  seen 
Glenelg  with  Eice  this  morning,  and  have  settled  that 
he  should  only  at  present  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  despatches,  and  say  that  he  trusts,  as  his  resignar 
tion  is  not  immediate,  that  he  may  be  induced  by 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  not  to  persevere  in 

'  Owing  to  the  obstinacy  of  the  King  of  Holland,  the  Belgian  diffieultj 
still  remained  unsettled. 

''  It  was  really  Charles  Biiller*R  plan,  embodying  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Gil>bon  W^akefield  and  Sir  William  Molesworth.  The  Bepori  an  tks 
Admin  Ut  rat  ion  of  Canada  forms  the  charter  of  oolonial  liberties. 

F  F 
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his  deterniination  of  resifrninfr.  I  have  desired  Glenelg 
to  get  the  despat(*hes  copied  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is 
impossible  to  form  a  judgment  upon  them  without  a 
careful  perusal. 

Newport  is  better,  so  that  there  is  little  breathing 
time.  Normanby's  letter  is  a  complete  declaration  of  a 
want  of  confidence  and  of  the  necessity  of  a  chaii«re  in 
almost  every  department.  Of  those  you  mention  who 
are  for  reconstruction  Duncannon  and  Lansdowne  are 
both  fit,  but  I  doubt  whether  Thomson  would  be  satis- 
fied with  a  change  which  did  not  considerably  advance 
C.  P.  Thomson,  certainly  not  with  one  that  did  advance 
Eice. 

The  first  step  towards  a  change  would  be  to  ascer- 
tain whether  Glenelg  would  accept  Newport's  place; 
but  I  do  not  like  to  stir  such  a  questicm  whilst  he  has 
all  this  public  business  to  transact  and  is  at  the  same 
time  suffering  under  private  calamity.^ 

r.S. — ^IjCtters  have  come  from  Colbonie  accepting 
the  command.  You  mean,  I  suppose,  that  Colbome 
should  be  invested  with  all  the  powers  that  Durham 
had. 

It  is  very  odd  to  me  the  terror  that  Durham 

The  Rame       .  . 

to  the  nispires.  Evervbodvhas  alwavsbeen  afraid  of 
s..uth        him.     Thev  seem  to  me  to  fear  him  much  more 

Strwt, 

otoiH?r2i,  than  thev  do  lirougham.     Now,  for  mvself,  if 

I  was  told  that  I  was  to-morrow  to  stand  up 

in  the  prize-ring  against  CVibb  or  Gully,  I  should  l)e 

rather    alarmed.-     But   I  should  not  feel  the  same  if 


'  The  tloath  of  his  Lrotlior,  Sir  Robert  Grant.  Sir  John  Nei\*port 
Auditor  of  tho  ExcluM|nor.  Lord  Glcncl*:  declined  to  accept  the  appoint- 
niont,  and  retired  fmni  otlicc  in  the  following  year  (see  the  previous 
rlmj)ter). 

-  Tom  CriM*.  the  hero  of  tlic  celebrated  fij^hts  with  tho  black,  Moli- 
neaiix,  in   1»10  and  iHll,  died  in   1H4S.     Clully,  cx-prizcfightcr  and  es- 
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I  was  threatened  with   a  set-to  with  Luttrell  or  old 

Eogers. 

George  Grey  ^  has  just  been  here  with  the 

Tho  samo  ,  , 

to  the  despatch,  in  which  he  has  inserted  all  your 
South  proposed  matter,  and  it  has  certainly  much 
octoi«r26,  improved  it.  Morpeth  writes  in  the  same  tone 
as  Normanby,  tliat  he  hopes  there  will  be  no 
truckling  to  Durham.  Now  Durham  has  so  run  at  me 
in  those  letters  of  his,  and  I  dislike  him  so  much,  that 
there  is  no  course  would  please  me  so  well  as  setting 
him  at  defiance ;  but  when  I  consider  the  state  of  the 
colony,  and  the  feeling  of  the  EngHsh  party  now  rally- 
ing round  him,  and  when  I  recollect  that  I  am  accused 
of  not  having  supported  him,  I  feel  it  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  should  do  nothing  to  prevent  his  re- 
maining or  to  faciUtate  his  coming  away.  If  we  were 
merely  to  accept  his  resignation  and  appoint  a  successor 
it  would  be  said, 'This  was  your  intention  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  all  you  have  done  has  been  in  order  to  carry 
it  into  effect.'  I  so  much  like  Normanby's  readiness  to 
undertake  Canada,  that  I  am  loath  to  make  any  sarcas- 
tic observation  upon  it ;  but  the  fact  is  that  he  is  most 
anxious  to  get  away  from  Ireland,  and  Morpeth  not  un- 
willing that  he  should  go.  I  have,  by-the-bye,  this  morn- 
ing received  a  letter  from  Breadalbane  offering  to  under- 
take Canada.  I  was  pleased  with  it,  as  I  like  to  see 
persons  of  that  station  ready  to  undertake  such  a  public 
service,  and  I  have  written  to  him  to  that  effect,  that 
his  offer  was  most  honourable  to  himself,  and  that  it 
would  be  considered. 

bookmaker,  was  elected  member  for  Pontefraci  in  1882.    It  it  hardly 
nccesRary  to  »ay  that  Lord  Melbourne  most  have  had  nomennu  aets-td 
with  Luttrell  and  Rogers  at  Holland  House. 
*  Tlio  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonics. 

F  F  2 
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Lord  Mel-  Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  Unnecessary 
MrPo*iiiett  l<^'^ters  are  a  nuisance,  but  in  matters  of  <'onse- 
whui^r'  4^A^Ji^'^  it  is  very  material  to  be  informed  of 
octo^rso  ^^^^  opinions  which  are  held.  Wliether  Dur- 
i«38.  ham's  resignation  Avas  right  or  wrong  is  a  ques- 

tion which  may  be  viewed  in  different  lights,  and  upon 
which  tliere  may  fairly  be  nnich  difference  of  opinion. 
His  provocation  Avas  great,  and  though  I  think  he 
brought  it  upon  himself  by  his  rash  and  hiii)rudent 
maimer  of  doing  things  in  themselves  right,  it  required 
much  patience  and  forbearance  to  submit  to  it.  I  agree 
with  vou  that  in  itself  it  does  not  nuike  much  difference ; 
he  will  still  do  all  that  he  ever  ])roposed  to  do,  and  then 
return  home.  But  I  caimot,  therefore,  view  it  as  an 
event  of  small  importance.  Wluitever  maybe  the  fact, 
his  stay  in  the  province  will  be  considered  as  having 
been  violently  curtailed  and  abridged,  and  all  the 
failures  that  may  take  place,  and  all  the  evils  that  will 
happen,  will  be  attributed  to  his  departure,  lie  had 
made  large  promis(.\s,  all  of  Avhich,  he  Avill  now  say,  he 
should  certainly  have  fulfilled  if  he  had  been  permitted 
to  remain.  The  English  party,  wlio  were  discontented 
with  him,  now  possess  entire  confidem*e  in  him.  All 
these  considerations  seem  to  me  to  render  it  expedient 
that  we  should  do  nothing  to  hasten  or  facilitate  his 
coming  away,  but  that  we  should,  as  we  have  done,  ex- 
])ress  a  Avish  that  he  wt)uld  reconsider  his  determination 
and  remain.  You  mav  call  this  submission  to  his  insiv 
lence  ;  but  it  is  not  much  submission  when  vou  in  fact 
say,  'You  have  put  yourself  in  a  foolish  j)assion  and 
acted  raslilv:  do  think  better  of  it,  and  retract  vour 
declaration.'  AVhetlier  he  can  or  will  do  this  is  another 
matter:  but  surely  we,  by  ollcring  it,  keep  ourselves  in 
t)ie  ri<rlil.  both  wiili  him  and  witli  the  ccmntrv. 
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His  declaration  of  his  intended  resignation  and  of 
tlie  grounds  of  it,  and  yet  his  continuing  to  act  for  a 
certain  period,  is  a  great  inconsistency  into  which  he 
has  fallen.  His  consenting  for  a  moment  to  serve  a 
Government  which  he  so  loudly  condemns  is  surely  the 
best  refutation  of  that  condemnation. 

If  he  remains  in  compliance  with  addresses  and  the 
requests  of  public  meetings  I  am  sensible  that  it  will  be- 
lial)le  to  tlie  observation,  that  he  is  there.  Governor  of 
Canada,  ratlier  by  the  direction  of  the  British  Canadians 
than  by  the  appointment  of  the  Queen,  But  this,  though 
not  without  weight,  does  not  appear  to  me  sufficient  to. 
counterbalance  other  considerations. 

Though  it  has  been  mentioned  in  despatches,  the 
matter  of  Turton  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  proper 
for  a  despatch.  I  would  rather  make  the  explanation 
in  debate,  and  I  would  rather  have  it  appear  that  I 
was  forced  to  make  the  explanation  than  that  I  volun- 
tarily entered  upon  it.  Hobhouse  and  Stanley  will  be 
named  in  that  business.  None  of  it  passed  officially  or 
witli  the  Secretary  of  State.  All  passed  verbally  with 
me.  There  will,  of  course,  be  conflicting  statements. 
It  is  a  question  which,  in  fact,  ought  not  to  be  discussed, 
and  I  should  wish  to  appear  to  avoid  it  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. It  was  settled  to  all  practical  purposes ;  and  in 
liis  last  despatches  he  argues  that  it  had  not  at  all  in- 
jured his  authority  in  the  colony,  although  in  his  former 
letters  he  asserted  that  it  had  totally  destroyed  it. 

With  respect  to  his  other  complaints  against  the 
({ovennnent — or  rather  against  me,  because  he  has 
written  to  John  Kussell  a  full  absolution  and  remission ; 
ill  order  to  do  this  he  must,  of  course,  put  his  resignation 
uj)C)u  the  weakness  of  my  defence  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  not  upon  the  disallowance  of  the  Ordinance,  because 
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to  that  we  were  all  parties — ^but  with  respect  to  his  other 
complaints,  I  rather  a^ree  with  you  that  a  despatch 
should  be  drawn  up  in  reply  to  them. 

From  Mr.  Well,  lias  uot  tliis  uietcor  finished  his  career 
™rd^M^i.  i^  ^^^^  blaze  I  always  predicted  ?  What  a  pro- 
bourne.  clamatiou — and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  in  one 
important,  the  only  important,  point  in  it — in  defiance 
of  his  instructions !  ^  At  least  so  I  understood,  that 
you  had  directed  the  case  of  the  prisoners,  and  of  other 
persons  affected  by  the  disallowed  Ordinance,  should  be 
considered  as  if  no  such  Ordinance  had  passed,  and  that 
they  should  be  treated  still  as  exceptions  to  the  amnesty. 
At  the  same  time,  I  must  confess  I  thought  the  aban- 
donment of  the  Ordinance  would  lead  to  this  result. 

That  you  may  see  in  what  light  the  only  one  of  '  my 
lueasures '  which  has  been  published — a  Eegist ration 
Bill — was  considered  by  the  country  I  enclose  my 
agent's  letter ;  a  very  reasonable  and  sensible  man.  The 
assumption  that  his  Kxcellency  and  his  Cabinet  are  the 
only  people  who  could  take  a  right  view  of  the  difficul- 
tios  and  wants  of  the  country  is  very  well  illustrated 
by  this  proof  of  their  exclusive  capacity  to  legislate  for 
it.  There  were  other  heads  and  men  of  great  experience 
Avho  might  have  been  apjjlied  to  to  frame  these  laws, 
who  might  have  done  it  Avithout  exposing  themselves  to 
the  blunders  necessarily  connnitted  bv  men  who  had 

»  4. 

neitli(»r  local  exj)eri(Mice  nor  any  other  qualification  than 
a  sinniteriinj  of  English  law  to  cpialify  them  to  deal  with 
tlie  conflicting  principh^s  of  the  f(»iidal  system  and  our 

^  Tionl  Diirhani's  ])roclnninti()n  resulted  in  his  officiiil  recall.  But  he 
ftiiticipatcd  tlie  Ministrv,  iiiul  left  Quebec  on  Xciveniber  1.  Mr.  KUice 
waH  cduuecteil  with  the  ('uiijidiiui  fur  trade,  whence  his  namo  *  the 
Bear.' 
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laws  affecting  real  estate ;  and  so  it  would  have  been 
with  the  rest  of  *  my  measures/  You  have  seen  already 
in  the  Globe  the  outline  of  their  federal  constitution. 
It  was  no  sooner  broached  than  his  Excellency  was 
obliged  to  abandon  his  provision  about  the  Councils; 
and,  as  if  to  condemn  the  whole,  the  meeting  called  at 
Montreal  to  address  him  came  to  a  unanimous  resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  the  absolute  union  of  the  two  pro- 
vinces— a  measure  which,  as  I  quite  suggested  it  years 
ago,  I  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  opposed  to  in  principle, 
although  I  fear  that,  without  time  and  preparation,  it 
might  be  found  both  unjust  and  unpracticable.  How- 
ever, that  must  be  considered  again,  with  other  propo- 
sitions ;  and  if  Howick  cannot  find  any  one  to  which  no 
objection  will  apply,  I  shall  despair  of  any  other  result 
than  a  separation  of  these  colonies  from  the  mother 
country. 

Lord  Darham  reached  Plymouth  on  November  26.  On 
I)ecen)ber  1  came  the  inteUigence  of  the  renewal  of  Uie  rebel- 
lion; on  the  3rd,  of  its  suppression. 


ix)rd  Mel-  Events  come  quick.  Despatches  from  Sir  John 
LJUHohn  Colbome  of  the  12  th  announce  the  speedy 
DowTiing  ^^^  complete  suppression  of  the  insurrection 
DcTember  ^^  Lowcr  Canada,  and  his  opinion  that  thfe 
8,1838.  province  will  remain  tranquil  during  the 
winter.  The  British  turned  out  with  the  greatest 
alacrity ;  the  Volunteers  beat  the  French  whenever  they 
met  them,  and  the  Avhole  were  entirely  dispersed.  Sir 
John  says  that  the  whole  had  been  announced  and  the 
oaths  administered  in  June  and  July;  so  there  ends 
the  notion  of  what  passed  here  having  anything  to  do 
with  it,  which  indeed  was  before  quite  inconsistent 
Avith  dates.  .  .  . 
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I  STAYED  ill  toAvn  toclav  because  I  tliouglit  that 
to  the  Diirliiiin  would  arrive,  and  thought  it  best  to 
DeconiUr    be  liorc  Avhcu  lie  did ;  but  I  now  learn  from 

the  Adiiiiraltv  that  he  will  not  come  until 
Thursday  or  Frichiy.  I  shall  therefore  go  back  to 
Windsor  to-morrow.  This  delay  on  the  part  of  Dur- 
ham appears  rather  strange,  considering  tliat  he  left 
Canada  in  such  haste  in  order  to  give  the  Government 
information ;  but  I  suppose  he  will  say  that  his  news 
was  of  the  intended  rebellion,  Avhich,  together  with  its. 
suj)])ression,  outstripped  him,  and  rendered  his  intelli- 
gence of  no  value.  It  is  certainly  an  awkward  thing, 
his  coming  away  being  so  closely  contemporaneous  with 
the  outbreak  :  he  sailed  the  1st  or  the  3rd  ;  martial  law 
Avas  proclaimed  on  the  4th.  This  is  rather  close  and 
looks  ill,  but  I  do  not  see  what  he  could  have  done 
bv  staving.  lie  Avould  onlv  have  been  an  embarrass- 
nu^nt.  About  the  other  matters — prisoners,  &c. — ^I 
think  Ave  were  right,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  con^ 
stitute  a  new  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  them.^  I  do  not 
myself  at  all  wish  to  press  upon  Durham,  and  would  do 
anything  to  help  him  short  of  appearing  to  court  and 
truckle. 

On  his  return  Tjord  Durham  at  first  refused  all  counnunica- 
tion  with  the  ilinistrv. 

i^miMti-  Stanley  -  has  seen  Durham  this  morning.     lie 

w!i"*i.!hn  f^>und  him  calm  and  (piiet  enough,  ])ut  mu(*li 

j)!!rnin-  vexed    and    hurt    at    the  last   despateli  disaj)- 

n"*.''i  .  proviiiji    his    nrochiniatinn,    and     particularlv 

m>s:jm.  .^i   ji^  oxj)ressing  \\w.  (iueeifs  disapprobation, 

'  Twelve  CnruKlian  prisoners  were  brouj^lit  up  on  habeas  corpus  before 
Lonl  I)enni.in  and  the  ('i>urt  of  (^)iieen'8  Uench.  The  Court  upheld  thoir 
coiuniittal. 

•  This  is  'lleii'  Stanley,  afttrwards  Lurd  Sianh^v  of  Ahl«'rley.  lie 
wab  now  Seeretarx  to  the  Treasury,  and  the  most  adroit  of  whips. 
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which  he  says  is  verj'^  marked  and  unusual.  He  said 
he  should  write  a  reply  to  it,  and  in  that  reply  inform 
Lord  Glenelg  that  when  he  received  from  North  America 
the  whole  of  the  information,  which  he  had  left  Cliarles 
BuUer  to  collect  and  digest,  he  should  lay  it  before  the 
Government.  He  expressed  no  animosity  or  resentment, 
against  anyone,  but  said  that  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment had  acted  towards  him  with  ill-will,  and  that  he 
had  been  made  an  object  of  persecution.  Glenelg  is  of 
opinion,  and  I  agree  with  him,  that,  notwithstanding 
this  knowledge  of  his  intentions,  we  should  still,  as  he 
has  now  been  nearly  ten  days  in  the  country  without 
making  any  connnunication  to  the  Government,  send 
the  ^letter  which  we  agreed  upon  at  the  Cabinet  yester-* 
day,  and  which  has  been  drawn  up  in  very  moderate 
and  proper  terms. 

The  Canada  news  is  very  favourable,  and  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  American  President  highly  satisfac- 
tory.^    I  shall  go  back  to  Windsor  to-riiorrow. 

P.S.— Since  I  wrote  the  above  Glenelg  has  received 
a  letter  from  Durham  tendering  formally  his  resigna- 
tion, and  adding  that  his  full  report  upon  the  affairs  of 
Canada  must  necessarily  be  delayed  until  the  gentlemen 
(connected  with  his  mission  return  from  Canada,  from 
whence  they  may  be  ver}'^  soon  expected,  as  they  were  to 
leave  Quebec  on  November  20.  I  think  Glenelg  should 
write  to  ask  whether  he  has  no  information  of  impor- 
tance to  give. 

The  K.mio  1  RKTURN  vou  Tavistock's  and  Charles  Greville's 

hIuw.  with  many  thanks.     I  have  desired  Glenelg  to 

c'as"kr'  send  you  the  letter  which  he  has  received  from 

ii?i"aJ!'^  Durham,  and  his  answer.     People  do  not  very 

'  A  proclamntion  of  neutrality  issued  by  Prosideiil  Van  Buren. 
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often  do  what  one  desires  thera  of  this  kind,  but 
perhaps  he  may.  I  do  not  see  that  we  can  do  more, 
nor  how  we  can  have  any  personal  communication  with 
him  if  lie  dechnes  it.  Charles's  opinion  of  Durham,  both 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  dealt  with  and 
in  which  he  ought  to  be  dealt  with,  is  exactly  mine.^  I 
have  always  said  that  tliere  liad  been  a  deference  to 
him  and  attention  to  him,  neither  of  which  could  I 
understand  or  participate. 

Charles  Greville's  language  about  Canada  and  the 
sword  and  all  that  would  not  only  be  impolitic  to  use, 
but  it  is  too  strong  in  itself.  We  accustom  ourselves  in 
speaking  of  one  another  and  of  measures  to  employ 
such  unmeasured  and  exaggerated  terms,  that  we  not 
only  pervert  and  confuse  our  language,  but  our  notions, 
ideas,  and  perceptions.  Witness  Durham  saying  that 
he  went  out  with  demotic  powers ;  despotic  meaning  the 
absolute  power  possessed  by  a  master  over  a  slave  in 
the  times  of  untempered,  unmitigated  slavery.  What  is 
true  is,  that  we  can  never  suffer  the  French  to  govern 
or  to  have  mucli  influence  in  Canada  again,  and  tbey 
being  the  majority  in  Lower  Canada,  this  will  make  it 
difficult  to  establish  anything  like  a  popular  govern- 
ment. 

P.S. — I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Eiclnnond,^  which  says,  *  Be  steady,  be  very 
firm  Avith  vour  ex-Governor,  or  there  will  be  the  devil 
to  pay.'  I  agi'ee  Avith  the  advice,  though  I  do  not 
exactly  see  what  he  apprehends. 

liy  the  way,  I  think  it  rather  hard  to  charge  u]>on 
Mr.  ritt  the  Corn  Hill  of  1815. 

*  >rr.  rircvillf's  x'm'Wa  aro  rcproluccil  in  his  Journtl^  notably  iimler 
tlio  (lat«'  I  December  10. 

*  Tlic  l)ukc  (»f  liicliiMond,  who  luul  been  a  moniber  of  Lonl  Orov'* 
Ciibint't,  wiis  now  a  cn).^s-l)oncher. 
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We  must  hemn  to  think  seriously  what  we 

The  same  •' 

to  the        shall  do  about  Canada.     We  shall  be  pressed 
Dowiiing     upon  this  the  moment  Parliament  meets.    Ellice 

Stretet 

December    saj'S  that  there  must  be  no  further  delay,  and 

19   1HB8  '  V  ■ 

that  if  we  do  not  propose  a  plan  he  will  propose 
one  himself.  Many,  I  suspect,  will  be  of  his  opinion 
that  a  decisive  step  ought  now  to  be  adopted.  I  do 
not  expect  much  from  Durham's  suggestions.  I  under- 
stand now  that  he  himself  says  that  he  has  no  plan 
to  propose,  and  if  he  only  gives  us  general  obser- 
vations he  will  not  advance  us  much  upon  our 
journey. 

Tliere  is  nothing  here  but  gossip  and  rumour  and 
chuchotage  about  Durham  and  amongst  those  who  re- 
sort to  him.  Duncannon  wrote  to  ask  to  see  him.  He 
replied  that  he  could  have  no  commimication  with  any 
member  of  a  Cabinet  which  had  used  him  so  scan- 
dalously. Stephenson  has  been  to  the  Cliancellor,  and 
after  beating  a  good  deal  about  the  bush  he  at  length 
stated  the  real  object  of  his  coming,  which  was  to  suggest 
whether  some  agreement  could  not  be  come  to  between 
Durham  and  the  Government  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament ;  that  by  such  an  agreement  much  unplea- 
sant discussion  might  be  prevented ;  that  Lord  Grey, 
who  had  thought  him  previously  ill-used,  had  in  the 
most  unqualified  manner  disapproved  of  his  proclama- 
tion ;  that  Ix)rd  Durham  would  make  no  overture  him- 
self, but  that  upon  the  whole  he  thought  that  he  would 
not  be  indisposed  to  communicate  with  Lord  John 
Russell.  The  Chancellor  prudently  made  no  answer, 
but  reported  the  conversation  to  me.  Do  you  think  that 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  the  Chancellor  asking 
Stephenson  whether  he  was  certain  that  if  you  made  a 
step  towards  him  it  would  be  civilly  received,  and  not 
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rejected  in  the  same  manner  as  Duncannon's  advance 
had  l)een?     What  say  you  to  this? 

I  SHOULD  hke  to  know  what  you  think  about 

Tlie  same  ,     ,  , 

to  the        Canada.     Mv  own   opinion   is   that   the  only 
South        course  is  to  contmue  the  further  suspension  of 

street,  .         .  .       t  r-i  -t  it 

Decemixir  the  coiistitution  lu  J-.ower  Canada,  and  to  leave 
the  other  provinces  as  they  are.  It  is  laid 
down  by  all  as  a  fundamental  principle  that  the  French 
must  not  be  reinstated  in  power  in  Lower  Canada;  but 
there  appear  to  me  insuperable  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  carrying  this  into  effect  if  you  are  to  give  a  new 
constitution  to  Lower  Canada,  or  to  unite  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  or  to  form  a  federation  of  all  the  North 
American  provinces.  In  any  of  these  cases  you  must 
give  its  due  weight  to  the  French  population,  according 
to  its  numbers.  Swamping  them,  or  any  devices  by 
which  the  real  power  is  given  to  a  minority,  will  not  do 
in  these  days.     Adieu. 

The  resignation  of  Lord  dlenelg  and  the  transference  of  bis 
successor,  Lord  Normanby,  to  the  Home  Office  were  followed  by 
the  placing  of  the  Colonial  Office  under  the  firm  guidance  of 
Lord  John  Russell.  After  Jjord  Spencer  and  Lord  Clarendon 
had  declined  to  go  to  Canada  Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  accepted  the 
diflicult  ix)st,  and  the  great  work  of  the  creation  of  the  Dominion, 
with  which  his  name  is  inseparably  connected,  was  begun. 

L..r(i  Mel-  ^^"'^^  ^^^  about  t(>  uinkc  a  legislative  union  of 

Lorli'jnhn  ^'^^'   ^^^'^^  provinces.     We  feel  that  we  (*annot 

ilm"-'^'  inip()S(»  this  union  upoi^  Vpi)er  t^anada  without 

'1'"-';T;  her  consenl,  and  lIien*fore  we  jfive  lier  a  (*hc)ico. 

A I  III  I  J,  '  ~ 

iK5i>.  ^^y^,  jyj^.^.   Lower  Canada  no  choice,  but  we  iin- 

j)ose  it  upon  lier  during  the  suspension  of  her  constitu- 
tion. This  is  a  ;ireat  (liUfrence  and  a  great  inecjuality, 
and  will  produce  dissali>tacii<»n.     Hut  all  in  both  pro- 
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vinces  wlio  are  for  a  union  are  for  such  a  union  as 
sliall  deprive  the  French  Canadians  of  all  weight  and 
influence  by  disfranchising  the  rebellious  districts,  or 
])y  some  penal  and  exclusive  measure  of  that  character. 
If  we  pass  the  Union  without  such  an  accompaniment, 
and  in  such  a  manner  which  gives  the  French  any 
power  or  weight  in  the  representative  assembly,  we 
shall  not  have  a  man  for  it  in  either  province ;  and 
what  are  we  to  do  then?  We  shall  not  be  able  to 
persevere  in  our  measure ;  and  how  are  we  to  recede 
from  it  ? 

The  Union  was  carried  during  this  session ;  but  it  was  only 
by  the  exercise  of  great  administrative  skill  that  Mr.  Thomson 
(created  Lord  Sydenham  in  1840)  was  able  to  bear  down  oppo- 
sition. 

i>orci  Mel-  ^  ^^  ^^^Y  ^i^^^ch  obligcd  to  you  for  your  letter. 
Mr"  PoJ.'^  I  never  thought  anything  of  the  clamour  which 
wm.  nir^-  ^"^^^^  raised,  nor  did  I  ever  expect  that  it  would 
November  ^^^^'^  uiuch  cfTect  in  Canada.  The  Canadians 
2«,  i»8».  cannot  be  so  stupid  and  ignorant  as  they  were 
represented  to  be  by  their  worthy  friends  and  corre- 
spondents here. 

The  time  for  operations  is,  as  you  say,  very  short. 
Speed  and  expedition  are  highly  desirable,  if  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  but  still  I  strongly  caution  you  against 
buttering  (?)  over  your  business  imperfectly,  as  Dur- 
ham did,  for  the  purpose  of  finishing,  or  rather  of 
appearing  to  finish  it.  .  .  . 

I  have  this  day  seen  your  letter  to  John  Bussell,  by 
which  I  am  glad  to  perceive  that  you  go  on  well  and 
are  in  good  spirits,  though  beset  with  difficulties  and 
n(^t  very  well  provided  with  the  means  of  overcoming 
them. 
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Lord  Mel-  ^  RRTURX  YOU  Tliomsoii's  letter.  It  is  not  en- 
w"  j.!hn   ^ouragiiijif  in  its  details,  and  it  is  desixwidincr 

fwmbcr  ^'^  ^^^  tone.  Wliat  I  do  not  like  is  his  saying 
28,  iH3i).      ^]^.^^^  jf  j^^  f.^jlj^  jj^  ^Y\e  Union,  all  is  up.     For 

God's  sake  tell  liim  not  to  feel  that,  but  to  make  the 
next  l)cst  arran<renient.  If  he  suffers  all  'to  be  up*  in 
his  hands,  all  will  be  up  with  him  and  with  those  wlio 
sent  him  too. 

On  December  12,  1830,  ^fr.  ThoiTis')n  wrote  a  long  letter  to 
Lord  Mellxninie  descrihin^  In's  difficulties.  Ho  could  not  depend 
on  his  ^[inisters,  and  in  the  House  of  Assembly  there  was  not  a 
single  leader  who  could  command  a  dozen  votca  on  any  subject. 

Mr.Pouiott  Thk  Government  is  in  a  state  which  passes  all 
tT!Y">nr  ^>t'lief-  With  a  vast  deal  of  patronajrOj  and 
Miihoume.  ^^,j^]^  ^j^^,  peoplc  uot  merely  greedy  of  phure,  but 

attaching  extraordhiarv  and  undue  importance  to  the 
least  demonstration  of  Government  power,  it  is  utterly 
powerless.  It  can  scar(»ely  conmiand  two  votes  in  the 
Asseml)lv  or  the  Council ;  nav,  worse,  its  own  offu'ers 
vote  against  it  daily.  It  has  never  taken  the  slightest 
lead  in  the  introduction  of  measures  of  legislation,  or 
attempted  to  guide  the  proceedings  of  Parliament;  the 
result  is  that  the  Assembly  has  usurped  many  of  the 
rights  of  the  Crown,  that  the  most  disgusting  jol)l)ery 
has  prevailed,  the  finances  have  been  ruined,  and  not  a 
single  nu^asure  really  benefiinal  to  the  province  generally 
has  been  carried  through.  The  de])artmental  adminis- 
tration is,  if  ])ossible,  worse  still.  There  is  no  system, 
no  control.  The  juiblic  offices  are  most  of  them  de- 
faulters, and  the  business  in  the  utmost  confusion. 

It  will  take  time  to  reniedv  all  this,  but  the  Union 
will  afi'ord  the  opportunity,  because  the  whole  system, 
both    rarliamcntary  and  departmental,  must    then   l>e 
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broken  up  and  remodelled ;  and  if  for  no  other  purpose 
than  that  the  Union  would  be  most  desirable.  But  it  is 
so  on  many  otlier  grounds ;  and  from  what  I  see  in  both 
provinces  I  am  satisfied  that  if  we  fail  in  carrying  it 
you  may  as  well  give  up  the  Canadas  at  once,  for  I 
know  no  other  means  of  governing  either.  With  it  I 
believe  that  you  have  still  a  fair  chance  of  keeping 
them  for  a  considerable  time,  and  of  their  being  valu- 
able to  you ;  and  every  year  that  they  remain  under  you, 
if  they  are  properly  governed,  will  make  them  less 
willing  to  join  the  American  Union  and  more  monarchi- 
cal. For  some  time  to  come,  however,  you  will  not  be 
able  to  withdraw  a  soldier.  Nothing  but  the  presence 
of  so  large  a  force  keeps  the  Yankees  in  check,  and  it 
must  at  tlie  least  be  kept  up,  if  not  increased.  So  Baring 
must  not  calculate  on  any  reduction  for  regulars  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  In  the  Militia  and  Volunteers, 
however,  I  hope  that  a  great  saving  may  be  effected. 
The  demorahsation  of  the  people  by  the  use  of  this 
force  is  terrible,  and  it  will  be  long  before  the  effects 
of  all  tliis  soldiering  without  discipUne  upon  the 
habits  of  the  rural  population  ceases  to  be  felt,  apart 
from  the  expense,  wliich  is  about  twice  as  much  as 
regular  troops. 

I  am  ashamed  of  writing  you  so  long  a  story,  but 
you  may  like  to  hear  how  I  find  matters. 

P.S.— December  15, 1839. — ^I  opened  my  letter  to 
tell  you  tliat  the  Legislative  Council  has  voted  resoln- 
tions  in  answer  to  the  message  agreeing  to  every- 
thing !  I  send  them  and  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
to  Lord  John.  The  Assembly  will  give  me  infinite 
trouble.  They  have  done  nothing  yet.  But  I  hope 
you  will  be  satisfied  that  I  have  not  misspent  my 
time  here. 
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However,  before  his  great  administration  came  to  a  close 
Lord  Sydenham  wrote  in  a  very  different  strain : — 

I  HAVE  not  written  to  you  for  a  lon^j  time; 
sy<hiiham  liowcvcr,  LoFcl  John  will  have  communicated 

to  Lonl 

M«'ii)oiinie.  to  you  anvtliincr  which  was  of  mterest  in  mv 

Private.  J  ^      ^  n 

Govprn-  procccdings  here,  and  I  dare  say  you  are  of 
Howst?,  opinion  that  the  best  governor  is  one  who  gives 
June  27,  the  least  occasion  lor  his  name  or  his  acts  coming 
before  the  public  in  England.  On  that  score  I 
hope  you  will  have  been  satisfied  both  with  my  per- 
formances and  my  silence.  If  Parliament  is  still  sitting 
you  will,  however,  hear  the  word  mentioned  again, 
a  propos  of  my  declarations  about  the  financial  assist- 
ance you  promised  us,  and,  therefore,  it  may  be  satis- 
factory to  you  to  know  that  the  first  test  of  the  Union 
Act  has  more  than  answered  my  expectations.  I  always 
considered  the  first  start  of  the  United  Parliament  as 
the  touchstone  of  the  plan.  The  entire  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  each  other's  feelings,  character,  political 
history,  or  state  of  parties  which  prevails  with  the  in- 
habitants of  Lower  and  Upper  Canada  respectively 
always  made  one  feel  that  the  opening  was  the  crisis  of 
the  great  work,  if  not  as  regarded  its  success  ultimately, 
at  least  as  concern(»d  what  must  be  one  great  element 
of  success  even  then — the  opinion  which  would  l>e 
formed  in  England,  where  people  look  only  to  the  great 
fixtures  of  anv  colonial  case.  I  have  therefore  been 
very  nervous  upon  this  point,  and  the  more  so  as  I 
found  tliat  within  the  last  month  an  attempt  was  making 
to  throw  everytliing  into  confusion,  and  at  least  ensure 
a  stormy  o|)ening.  My  ofllcers  (^linisters  !),  though  the 
best  men,  1  believe,  for  their  departments  that  I  could 
find,  even  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  choose  them, 
\\v\\\    unfortunately,  many  of   them    unpopular    from 
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their  previous  conduct,  and  none  of  them  have  the 
most  remote  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  a  government 
through  Parhament  should  be  conducted.  So  they  could 
not  render  me  any  assistance,  and,  indeed,  were  rather 
a  clog  than  not.  I  have,  therefore,  had  to  fight  the 
whole  battle  myself,  and  it  has  been  a  considerable  pull 
both  to  one's  adroitness  and  temper.  The  result,  how- 
ever, has  been  the  most  complete  success.  I  have  got 
the  large  majority  of  the  House  ready  to  go  through 
fire  and  water  with  me,  and,  what  is  better,  thoroughly 
convinced  that  their  constituents — so  far  as  the  whole 
of  Upper  Canada  and  all  the  British  part  of  Lower 
Canada  are  concerned — will  never  forgive  them  if  they 
do  not.  We  have  had  discussed  all  the  great  topics — 
the  Union,  responsible  government,  every  subject  on 
which  excitement  might  have  been  raised,  and  the 
agitators  have  entirely  and  signally  failed.  Except  the 
rump  of  the  old  House  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada, 
and  two  or  three  Ults  and  Radicals  who  have  gone  with 
my  Solicitor-General,  whom  I  have  got  rid  of,  every 
member  is  cordially  with  me  and  my  government. 
Thus  we  shall  go  quietly  to  work  at  the  measures  of 
improvement  which  I  have  proposed,  and  we  are  sure 
of  a  peaceful  and  useful  session.  The  government 
officers  will  have  time  to  acquire  practice  in  their  new 
vocation.  The  English  and  French  members  will  learn 
to  understand  each  other's  real  views  and  opinions,  and 
the  result  will  only  be  to  increase  the  majority  which 
the  government  now  has,  and  under  the  new  system 
perfectly  stable. 

I  am  not,  therefore,  over-sanguine  in  assuring  you 
that  the  e.vperimentum  crucis  is  over  and  has  entirely 
triumphed.  If  you  send  a  good  man — not  a  soldier, 
but  a  statesman — to  take  my  place  when  I  am  obliged 

G  o 
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to  retire  at  the  end  of  the  session,  he  will  have  but  little 
trouble,  for  everything  will  be  in  grooves,  running  of 
itself,  and  only  requiring  general  direction.^ 

'  Lord  Elgin  was  Lord  Sydenham's  successor.    Lord  Sydenham  died 
from  the  effects  of  a  fieJl  from  his  horse  before  ho  left  Canada. 


4r>i 


CHAPTER  XIII 

FOREIGN     AFFAIRS 

1837-1841 

The  commencement  of  the  new  reign  was  not  marked  by  a 
new  departure  so  far  as  foreign  affairs  were  concerned.  Assist- 
ance was  still  given  to  the  constitutional  party  in  Spain,  and 
Lord  Palmerston's  attitude  towards  the  autocratic  powers,  es- 
pecially Russia,  was  one  of  coldness  and  suspicion. 

Lord  Mel-  I  ^^^^B  obtained  a  return  of  the  military  and 
i^r™jo^  naval  force  now  serving  upon  the  coasts  of 
wind^jir  Spain,  and  here  it  is ;  but  whatever  the  force 
s^tlfiber  ^^y  ^^  ^^  surely  will  never  do  to  withdraw  or 
7,1887.  materially  diminish  it  now — and  upon  what 
ground  or  pretext  can  we  do  it  ?  We  cannot  say  that 
the  cause  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  is  flourishing  and 
secure.  We  are  not  prepared,  I  presume,  to  give  it  its 
death  blow  by  declaring  that  it  is  hopeless.  If  we  say 
that  we  act  because  the  Spaniards  do  not  conduct  their 
affairs  well  and  prudently,  that  we  have  known  a  long 
time,  that  we  knew  when  we  began,  and  to  complain  of 
it  now  would  be  to  dispirit  Spain  and  to  lose  all  the 
little  advantage  we  may  have  obtained  by  the  assistance 
we  have  given  her.  It  might  not  be  prudent  to  admit 
that  the  exertion  is  too  much  for  us,  and  that  we  are  so 
weak  at  home  and  in  our  colonies  that  we  cannot  spare 
the  force.  I  see  no  ground  that  we  can  take  that  will 
not    be    injurious,    dishonourable,  and    consequently 
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dangerous.  You  will  ask  whether  we  are  to  cxwitinue 
this  expense  for  ever,  or  throughout  tlie  long  struggle 
which  may  yet  take  place  in  Spain.  To  that  I  say  that 
I  agree  with  you  in  being  unwilling  to  do  any  more 
than  we  have  done,  and  I  should  certainly  prefer  seizing 
the  first  fair  and  safe  opportunity  of  extricating  our- 
selves altogether ;  but  to  withdraw  at  once  now  would 
be  to  hazard  much  future  expense  in  the  Peninsula,  and 
to  lower  ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  by  abandoning 
our  own  policy  without  any  reason  except  that  it  had 
not  been  so  successful  as  we  anticipated.  Our  conduct 
would  be  attributed  to  its  true  cause — namely,  our  own 
increasing  dilliculties  and  our  internal  a])preliensions — 
and  would  f'reatlv  encoura<^e  our  enemies,  who  are  the 
whole  world,  to  press  us  for  further  sacrifices  and  conces- 
sions. 1  am  aware  of  tlie  state  of  the  country — perhaps 
really  more  alarmed  about  it  than  many  others — ^but  I 
do  not  think  this  is  the  right  way  of  meeting  dangers. 

In  the  following  ye«ir,  however,  the  British  Legion  was  dis- 
bande<l,  and  the  civil  war  gnidually  came  to  an  end. 

The  stmiiied  relations  with  Kussia  were  the  result  of  a  long 
series  of  high-handed  procetnlings,  chiefly  at  the  exjx^nse  of  the 
IMrte.  During  18-)7  and  1838  war  seemed  possible  if  not 
probiihle,  and.  as  usual,  the  agents  of  the  Czar  were  particularly 
active  in  the  countries  adjacent  to  the  Himalayas. 

TK.nl  MM-  'TiiK  Persian  husinoiss  is  serious,  and  may  have 
Lor7.ioVm  *^^-^'i<>'^is  conse([uenres.  The  Persians  assaulted 
I!"T?!'i,,  Herat   on   Julv   28,  and  were    repulsed   with 

rk«*  pit  MM  I  KIT  •■■  '  1 

ursisas.  jrreat  slauirhter.  The  assault  was  directed  by 
Sinionitcli,  the  liussian  ambassador.  On  the  other  hand, 
our  lu'sident  has  been  sent  awav  from  Cabul,*  and  both 
t'abul  and  Candahar  have  joined  openly  with  the  Per- 

*  l5nrnos  left  Cabul  in  Auril,  rmdiii;;  tlint  Dost  Molmiunioil  hail  pORsed 
completely  \uu\vr  the  intliicmo  of  thu  liussian  agent,  Vico\itcb, 
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sians,  tlie  latter  having  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
Shah,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  liussian  ambassador. 
This  l)eing  the  case,  it  is  thouglit  that  the  Shah,  not- 
withstanding liis  repulse,  will  i)erscvcre  in  the  siege  of 
Herat.  McNeill  ^  lias  written  to  Auckland  to  press  him 
to  send  more  men  to  Herat,  to  the  amount  altogether 
of  five  thousand,  and  even  to  make  a  movement  into 
the  interior  of  Persia  upon  Ispahan  and  Teheran.  It 
appears  to  me  impossible  to  give  directions  from  hence. 
It  must  ])e  left  to  Auckland's  judgment.  But  if  he 
should  follow  ]\IcXeiirs  advice  it  may  bring  us  into 
collision  with  Eussia  and  Persia.  .  .   . 

Lord  Auckland,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  military  autho- 
rities in  India,  had  already  recommended  that  operations  against 
Persia  should  be  conlined  to  the  occupation  of  the  island  of 
Karak,  and  tlie  defence  of  Herat  was  left  to  its  garrison  and  the 
vjlour  of  ]^]ldred  Pottinger.  It  was  determined  instead  to 
counteract  the  machinations  of  Russia  by  an  expedition  into 
Af^rhauistan,  whicli  was  to  restore  Shah  Sujah  to  the  throne 
from  wliicli  he  had  been  deposed  by  Dost  Mohammed.  Disas- 
tnuis  as  were  the  results  of  that  det^^rmination,  it  was  approved 
at  the  time  by  every  military  authority  of  repute,  notably  by  the 
Duke  of  Wellington. 

i,..ni  Pal-  Thank  you  for  this  ;  ^^  it  is  a  very  sensible  paper, 
r . nr.M.i-'  ^^^^^  takes  a  good  practical  view  of  the  matters 
[:■"'";'•  ^  in  (luestion.  The  result  seems,  on  the  whcde, 
•'  '''''^  to  be  favourable  to  the  course  whi(di  Auckland 
is  ])ur.sninu",  and  shows  that  the  Persian  Gulf  is  tlie 
j)lacc  for  a  demonstration  and  diversion,  but  that 
AfLihani.stan  is  the  quarter  where  our  strength  must 
1)1'  employed  for  real  defen(*e. 

'    Km  ov  Kxtniordiimry  to  the  rorsinn  Court. 

-  L«»r(l  rjilnurston's  letter  Ih  endorsed  'On  the  Duke  of  WeUin;^ton*8 
M(  iMoniiiiluni  on  our  relations  with  Persia.*  The  niemoranJuiu,  how- 
ever, has  di^a})|'eared. 


454  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

Lord  Mel-  Til  ERE  is  a  goocl  (leal  in  Howick's  letter,  and  I 
Lord  John   sliall,  of  couFse,  scncl  it  to  Palmerston.     He  will 

Windsor  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^*^^^^  ^^^^^^  more  certainty,  but 
m'I^I'^'  i«  it  is  mv  impression  that  McNeiJl  renionstrateil 

October  lo,  •/I  ^ 

iKaH.  v^itli  the  Shall  quite  sufiiciently  to  justify  any 
measures  which  we  have  taken  or  may  take.  Howick's 
k'tter  is  not  only  Avell  but,  upon  the  whole,  temperately 
reasoned,  ami  I  am  inclined  to  agree  witli  mucli  of  his 
general  argument ;  but  it  will  not  do  to  rely  upon  ar- 
gument against  actual  force,  against  the  equipping  of 
fleets  and  the  hurrv  of  armies.  If  we  do  we  run  the 
risk  of  being  in  the  plight  of  that  man  who  suiTered 
Hogging  whilst  his  counsel  was  arguing  that  the  court 
had  no  power  to  inflict  that  punishment  u{Km  him. 
McNeill  went  upon  that  sort  of  general  reasoning  when 
he  told  us  the  Persian  army  could  not  keep  the  field  for 
so  hm<4  a  time  before  Herat,  aud  von  see  the  result. 
The  course  which  Ilowick  recommends  as  to  the  troops 
at  Karak  is  exactly  that  which  we  have  adopted;  and 
though  it  appc^ars  to  me  necessary  and  tending  to  peace 
to  make  a  remonstrance  to  Eussia,  I  quite  concur  with 
Ilowick  that  that  remonstrance  ought  not  to  l^e coucIuhI 
iu  a  hautditv  or  even  an  unfriendlv  tone,  because  Russia 
certainlvuiav  issue  a  counter-manifesto,  the  tone  of  this 
country,  of  the  Parliam(Mit,  and  of  the  Government 
liaviujr  been  verv  hostile  to  h(»r  both  with  reference  lo 
Polaud  and  to  C-ircassia,'  and  sonu*  steps  having  Ihjcu 
ta.k(*u  which,  in  my  o])iniou,  were  uselessly  irritatin''. 
With  n^spcct  to  interference  in  Afghanistan,  Howick 
will  diflcr,  and  what  he  says  is  plausible ;  but  I  am  afraid 

•  Viidcnt  l.mj^iinj^c  li:ul  been  uscmI  in  iho  IToiirc  of  ConniioiiK  Al>out  the 
o('«u|  ii'ion  orCr.-u'ow  :inil  the  alV:ur  ot'thf  I'irtn^  ii  Hritish  iiiorrhaiitiiiaii 
\vliii'li  li;ul  bcL-n  ^ci/A'd  hy  tlio  Kiibbiun  uiitlutrilios  on  tho  coast  of 
(ijTiibsia. 
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his  policy  will  not  do  in  the  least.  If  all  Afghanistan 
becomes  hostile  how  long  will  Kunjeet  Sing^  remain 
friendly,  and  how  long  will  the  various  nations  within 
our  own  frontier  remain  quiet  ? 

I  agree  with  Howick  in  being  very  unwilling  to  lay 
down  that  there  must  be  war  between  us  and  Bussia,  and 
even  if  I  came  to  that  conclusion  I  would,  upon  the 
whole,  delay  it  as  long  as  possible.  But  it  will  not  do  to 
rely  rather  upon  her  weakness  than  our  own  strength ; 
nor  can  I  by  any  means  consider  the  Turkish  and  Polish 
campaigns  a  proof  of  that  weakness.  The  Turks  offered 
a  most  desperate  resistance,  a  much  more  desperate  one 
than  I  fear  they  will  ever  make  to  an  attack  again; 
and  the  Polish  army  is  one  of  the  best  in  Europe, 
and  backed  by  the  whole  population  of  the  country. 
Howick's  policy  is  well,  if  we  have  time  and  temper  for 
it,  but  it  is  a  policy  which  is  not  within  our  power,  and 
Bussia  may  force  us  to  depart  from  it  at  any  moment. 

_  I  HAVE  desired  Palmerston  to  send  you  the 

The  same  ,  ^ 

to  the        despatch  which  Pozzo  has  received  from  St. 

Mime.  _     ,  , 

Windsor  Petersburg.  It  is  so  important  that  you  ought 
November  to  scc  it,  and  it  bcars  a  good  deal  upon  the 
latter  and  most  important  part  of  the  paper 
which  Tavistock  sent  me  this  morning,  I  mean  the 
augmentation  of  the  navy.  The  Russian  despatch  is 
evasive  as  to  the  past,  and  gives  bad  reasons  and  makes 
false  excuses  for  the  course  they  have  taken;  but  for 
tlie  present  and  future  it  is  satisfactory.  Its  propo- 
sitions are  that  Bussia  should  engage  by  all  means  in 
her  power  to  restrain  the  Shah  of  Persia  from  further 
aiTirressiou  in  Afdianistan ;  that  we  should  retire  west- 
wards  from  Karak,   and  that  hereafter  we  should  act 

■  The  foundor  of  the  Sikh  power  at  Liiiorttb 
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tofjetlier  in  concert  at  Teheran  with  a  view  to  the  pre- 
servation of  tlie  peace  of  Central  Asia.  All  this  is  very 
well,  and  there  camiot  be  any  doubt  that  we  ought  to 
lose  no  time  in  closin<»  with  the  proj)08al.  At  the  same 
time  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  bv  Russia  have 
been  so  decridedly  hostile,  and  have  so  evidently  only 
been  arrested  and  prevented  by  our  firm  Lanjruage  and 
decided  attitude,  that  we  ccmld  hardlv  venture  to  trust 
— if,  indeed,  we  ever  could  have  done  so— either  to  lier 
friendship  or  to  her  moderation.  That  BaUie  fleet  of 
hers  is  a  most  awkward  feature  in  our  present  position.* 
It  is  such  an  armament  as  never  existed  in  the  world 
before.  The  ships  are  all  ready,  and  the  men  can  be  put 
on  board  them  at  a  (hiv's  notice.  All  other  fleets — at  least 
I  believe  so — recpiire  a  considerable  time  before  they 
can  <ret  their  crews.  It  is  imi)()ssible  to  consider  the 
countrv  safe  whilst  this  force  is  so  near.  At  the  same 
time,  to  be  always  in  a  state  of  war  preparation,  if  it  be 
not  as  bad  as  war,  is  at  least  losinjr  half  the  advantajres 
of  peace.  I  write  you  this  on  account  of  the  importance 
of  the  matter.  It  does  not  require  any  immediate 
answer. 

In  llie  following  year  the  high-handed  proceedings  of  the 
C'hiiicpo  authorities  at  Canton,  especially  their  destniction  of 
some  20,(lOU  chests  of  opium  belonging  to  ikitish  merchants, 
eompelled  ua  to  declare  war  against  the  Celestial  empire. 

LoraPai-  TiiKSK  j)apers  seem  long,  bnt  are  not  so  long  as 

m.-r^ton  to  (]|(.y  look    nud  tlicv  rc(|uire  to  be  read. 
iinuriH-  'jIj^,  ])iaclical  (luestions  which  arise  out  of 

1I.J,  iHjy.  them  are  : — 

^  Tt  i**  rcinarkaMo  how  tin's  T>altlc  flcM-f  socnis  to  linvo  nlanned  the 
autlii'iitirs.  Tlun*  \\i\*i  n  rcjmrt  in  WW)  that  it  was  intcmlod  for  nn  attack 
(Ml  Imlia.  I)nt  ih(;  I>iikc  «»f  Wcilini^'fun  was  nf  (tpinion  that  its  dct>tiuatiou 
was  llu'  MLihliiTaiKan.     (ToiivJ  s,  ii.  "l^i  rl  «<//.) 
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1.  Will  the  Goveniment  adopt  or  reject  the  responsi- 
bility undertaken  by  Captain  Elliot  in  the  name  of  the 
Government  for  the  20,000  chests  of  opium  ?  ^ 

2.  If  the  Government  rejects  that  responsibility, 
will  it  leave  the  suffering  parties  to  their  fate  ? 

3.  If  the  Government  adopts  the  responsibility, 
will  it  simply  propose  to  Parliament  to  make  good  the 
amount,  or  will  the  Government  consider  the  engage- 
ment taken  in  its  name  by  Captain  Elliot  as  an  engage- 
ment to  compel  the  Chinese  Government  to  make  good 
to  the  parties  the  losses  which  they  have  sustained ; 
founding  the  demand  against  the  Cliinese  Government 
uj)on  the  outrageous  nature  of  the  proceedings  resorted 
to  by  the  High  Commissioner  Lin  ? 

4.  Will  the  Government,  w^hen  it  makes  its  demand 
for  comj)ensation  to  the  persons  whose  property  has 
been  thus  forcibly  seized,  accompany  that  demand  by  a 
further  demand  of  a  treaty  placing  the  intercourse  of 
liritish  subjects  with  Cliina  on  a  footing  of  security  for 
the  future;  and  also  by  a  demand  of  apology  or  re- 
l)aration  of  some  kind  for  the  gross  indignity  put  upon 
the  officer  of  the  British  Crown  by  the  whole  tenor  and 
character  of  these  proceedings? 

5.  If  such  should  be  the  determination  of  the  Go- 
vernment, what  are  the  coercive  measures  which  can 
most  easily  and  effectually  be  put  in  force  to  compel 
ac([uiescence  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  ? 

G.  The  measures  hitherto  suggested  are  a  rigorous 
interruption  of  the  coasting  trade  of  Cliina. 

The  seizure  and  detention  of  all  their  coasting  vessels, 
said  to  be  extremely  numerous. 

*  Captain  Elliot  was  our  agent  in  China,  and  it  was  on  his  respona- 
bility,  iiiul  with  the  understanding  that  they  would  be  repaid  by  Govem- 
niciit,  that  tlic  British  merchants  surrendered  their  opium  to  be  destroyod 
hy  the  High  Commissioner  Lin. 
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The  seizure  of  some  of  the  islands  on  the  coast, 
including  the  town  of  Amoy,  which  is  upon  an  island. 

No  very  large  naval  force  would  be  required  for 
these  purposes.  Two  sail  of  the  line  and  some  smaller 
vessels  w^ould  be  sufficient ;  and  troops  enough  might, 
without  difficulty,  be  sent  from  India. 

There  is  one  line-of-battle  ship  in  India,  and  another 
and  a  large  frigate  are  ready  to  go  out,  and  might 
touch  at  Ikienos  Ayres  on  the  way,  to  assist  the  nego- 
tiations going  on  there. 

With  a  war  with  China  on  our  hands  we  were  in  some 
danger  of  coming  to  blows  with  the  United  States,  the  most 
burning  of  tlio  topics  under  dispute  being  the  boundary  ques- 
tion. 

TK.r.1  Pal-  This  is  the  letter  of  a  man*  who  does  not  know 
inirstniito  j^im-ii  al)out  what  is  doing  in  the  matter  he 
\'Irir'  'vvrites  about ;  who  is  very  heartily  frightened, 
22,  ib4o.  .^g  .^^^  American,  at  the  idea  of  a  war  with 
England ;  and  who  thinks  that  the  most  advantageous 
way  of  avoiding  war  would  be  to  i)ersuade  England  to 
give  up  the  whole  matter  in  dispute.  It  would  be  easy 
upon  this  prinrii)le  for  any  country  to  ensure  peace  to 
the  latest  dav  of  its  existence,  though  that  dav  miirht 
not  be  very  far  off.  I  am,  however,  extremelv  incredu- 
lous  as  to  tlie  warlike  disposition  of  the  Americans  as 
lo  tlie  disputed  territory.  I  know  from  several  persons 
last  vear  that  thev  were  in  a  verv  great  fri*rht  at  the 
idea  that  what  the  Maine  pe()i)le  had  done,*  and  what  the 
(/ougrcss  had  said  and  voted,  would  produce  acts  i»f 

'  .liicol)  IT:ini('V.  <»r  ILirvcv,  iiuyiilioncd  below. 

-  Tho  State  of  ^^ainc•  (looidt-d  to  iiicliulc  in  its  ccnsiiB  some  of  the  in- 
li:il»itants  ul"  tlic  ilisj)utf(l  t«'rritorv,  and  the  anthoriticH  of  New  BrnnRwick 
j»i(»ni|itl\  arnstcd  tlic  rctuniiiij^  utVicrr,  EbonrzcrCiretdy.  Ho  was  released 
Ia  tlio  Canadians  out  nt' ^M'atitiidc  for  iho  Htrict  neutrality  observed  by  the 
h>tate  of  Maine  duriji;,'  the  Cuiuulian  rebellioii. 
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resentment  here ;  and  when  the  steamer  came  out  and 
l)rought  them  no  news  they  felt  like  culprits  reprieved. 
They  are  now  bankrupts  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
tlie  other,  and  are  in  no  condition  to  volunteer  an. 
unnecessary  war. 

Mr.  Jacol^  Harney  may  think  that  we  are  losing 
time  by  coUectinfjf  infonnation  in  support  of  our  claim, 
and  I  believe  most  of  the  Americans  think  that  this  is  a 
labour  they  would  as  lief  we  had  not  taken ;  but  it  was 
a  step  absolutely  necessary  as  a  foundation  for  any 
further  proceeding,  and  it  will  turn  out  to  have  been  a 
great  advantage  to  us.  All  this,  however,  is  no  reason 
for  uimecessary  delay ;  but  I  did  not  get  the  report  of 
the  Surveying  Commission  till  Saturday  night;  I  spent 
the  whole  of  Sunday  in  going  through  it  with  Fether- 
stouhaugh,  and  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  printed  for  the 
Cabinet,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment and  to  be  communicated  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment. 

It  quite  knocks  over  the  American  claim,  and  I 
think  it  sets  up  ours;  and  surely  if  the  unanimity  of  the 
Americans  in  favour  of  their  own  claim  is  founded, 
as  Jacob  Harney,  the  New  York  Quaker,  says,  upon  a 
universal  belief  that  their  claim  is  just,  one  way  of 
breaking  up  that  unanimity  must  necessarily  be  to* 
show  them  that  their  claim  is  erroneous. 

^[eanwhilo,  the  long-expected  crisis  in  the  East  had  oocnrred. 
On  June  21,  1839,  the  Torkish  army  was  utterly  defeated  at 
Nezib;  on  tho  29th  the  Sultan  Mahmoud  died,  not  without  ana- 
])i(*i()ns  of  assassination,  and  the  Turkish  Admiral  flailed  off  with 
liis  ileet  and  handed  it  over  to  Mehemet  Alt.  It  was  evident 
tliaf,  unless  the  Powers  intervened,  the  empire  was  on  the  edge 
ot'  dissolution.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  sabject  of  intervention 
w.is  broached  the  French  hung  back  and  made  dtflScnltiea  of 
every   sort.     Lord   Palmerston   promptly  resolved  to  proceed 
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without  tliem,  and  on  July  15,  1810,  the  Quadrilateral  Treaty 
for  the  protection  of  the  Porte  was  concluded  between  Austria, 
England,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  on  the  one  side,  and  Turkey  on 
the  other. 

During  the  ensuing  months  the  condition  of  affairs  was 
extremely  grave.  We  seemed  to  be  on  the  brink  of  a  war  with 
France ;  nor,  with  the  exception  of  Russia,  were  we  sure  of  our 
allies.  The  Cabinet  was  of  divided  opinions.  Lord  Holland,  true 
to  the  Whig  traditions,  clung  to  the  French  alliance,  a  policy  in 
which  he  was  supported  by  the  Whig  Mentor,  ilr.  Kllice,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  they  received  the  powerful  supj^ort  of  Lord 
John  liussell  and  Lord  Clarendon.  Under  the  circumstances 
Lord  Alelboumo's  course  of  action  was  full  of  anxieties,  and  the 
*  Greville  ilenioira'  contain  a  highly  coloured  description  of  his 
doubt  and  despondency.  But  Creville's  opinion  is  that  of  a 
strong  partisan.  Lord  Pahnerston,  writing  on  October  8,  said  : 
'  I  have  heard,  in  a  way  that  induces  me  to  believe  it,  that 
Charles  Greville  is  bestimng  himself  with  some  activity  on 
behalf  of  the  Thiers  and  Ellice  cabal.'  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Lord  Melbourne,  though  fully  alive  to  the  dangers  of  the  situa* 
ti(m,  seems  to  have  taken  the -correct  measure  of  the  resistance 
that  Jjouis  Philippe  was  prepared  to  offer,  and  to  have  shaped 
liis  course  accordingly,  keeping  the  Cabinet  together,  and  givirg 
the  Foreign  Secretary  a  free  hand. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  RKCKiVKD  vour  iioto  yestonlav  and  .showed  it 
LonKToim  ^^^  raliuerstoii.  I  send  you  what  he  says  iii)oii 
ll'irTil',  tlie  subject.  ])ifler(»nce  of  views  necessarily 
Vu-ust  l^'*ids  to  dilFerent  conclusions.  Jiut  you  must 
ii»,  1H40.  ].^y  |(^  your  account  the  <rreat  violence  and  im- 
prudence  both  of  the  En<rlisli  and  French  press,  and 
tlie  irritation  consecjUcMit  tli(»reon.  Ailairs  look  awkward. 
TiCO|)old  showed  me  the  letter  of  the  Kinj/of  the  Frenrli, 
wliicli  is  in  the  tone  of  a  man  nuicli  hurt,  and  very  sore, 
and  also  mu<-h  ])uzzled,  per})lexed,  and  annoyed  Avlth 
his  situation,  lie  expresses  him>elf  with  jrreat  reserye, 
and  leave>  it  open  to  himself  to  take  any  (*ourse  here- 
aJ'ter.      (iuizot  came  lieit*  veslerdav.      lie  will  see  lH)th 


FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  401 

Leopold  and  Palmerston  to-day,  and  I  shall  hear  from 
both  wliat  he  says,  and  the  tone  in  which  he  speaks. 
Much  will  dei)end  npon  this. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  came  on  Sunday  and  went 
yesterday.  He  was  in  high  good  humour.  I  saw  him 
yesterday  morning,  and  he  conversed  with  me  very 
frankly.  He  said  that  our  pohcy  was  right — that  it 
was  our  business  to  maintain  the  Porte — that  he  had 
himself  suggested  that  we  should  do  so — that  the 
terms  offered  to  Mehemet  Ali  were  reasonable — that 
he  himself  thought  that  he  ought  to  be  confined  to 
Egypt  and  have  no  part  of  Syria,  so  as  hereafter  to 
possess  the  power  of  invadhig  the  whole.  But  he 
added  that  the  present  situation,  occasioned  by  the 
tone  and  armaments  of  France,  was  most  critical  and 
dangerous — that  nobody  could  anticipate  what  would  be 
the  consequences  of  a  war — that  every  effort  ought  to 
be  made  to  avoid  it — that  the  peace  of  Europe  never 
(^ould  be  safe  while  France  was  out  of  the  alliance  of 
the  Great  Powers — that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
get  her  again  into  action  with  us,  and  that  the  only 
measure  he  could  think  of  for  this  purpose  was  a 
general  treaty  for  the  establishment  of  the  Porte  on  the 
principle  of  keeping  the  straits  mare  dauaunij  and  for 
maintaining  the  Porte  in  sufficient  power  and  strength 
as  guardian  of  that  principle.  He  says  he  is  convinced 
that  Fran(»e  was  not  deceived,  but  that  he  [Louis 
Philipl)e]  had  not  sufficient  official  information  of  what 
was  going  on,  and  of  that  he  had  taken  advantage. 

All  that  he  says  is  very  well  about  getting  France 
again  into  harness  ;  but  how  the  devil  is  that  to  be  done? 
The  tone  she  has  taken,  and  her  armaments,  will  drive 
Mehemet  to  the  rejection  of  our  proposals.  The  means 
we  have  of  carrying  them  into  effect  by  force  are  quite 
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inadequate  to  that  end.  The  Duke  of  course  pressed, 
;is  he  has  always  done  now  for  two  or  three  years,  the 
insufficiency  of  our  force. 

Tiordrai-  I  ^^^'^"  I  ^^  ^^^^  agree  with  Jolin  Eussell  ahout 
T^^rcf  Meu  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Chvcmicle,  which  seems  to  me 
Au"msii'  ^^  '^^  judicious,  and  which  I  beUeve  to  have 
18,  ibio.      been  very  useful  at  Paris.^ 

If  tlie  French  attempt  to  bully  and  intimidate  us  as 
tliey  have  done,  the  only  way  of  meeting  their  menaces 
is  by  quietly  telling  them  we  are  not  afraid,  and  by 
showing  them,  first,  that  we  are  stronger  than  they  are, 
and,  secondly,  that  they  have  more  vulnerable  points 
tlian  we  have.  I  do  not  think  that  any  comparison 
of  forces  which  I  have  seen  in  the  Chronicle  is  at  all 
exaggerated,  but  on  the  contrary  the  statements  which  I 
liave  seen  in  that  paper  of  the  naval  means  of  the  two 
countries  seem  to  be  borne  out  by  the  French  account 
which  was  published  last  week  of  the  French  na\y,  and 
by  the  statement  which  I  saw  in  the  Globe  of  Saturday 
of  our  own  luivy.    • 

Guizot  was  told  by  me  so  long  ago  as  July  17  what 
our  innnediate  measures  would  be ;  but  when  people 
tlircaten  you  witli  armaments  you  cannot  show  them 
the  instru(!tions  to  vour  commanders  in  the  same  way 
you  could  to  a  co-operating  ally. 

There  is  a  good  letter  from  France  to-day  in  the 
(Itnniide^  worth  reading. 

i,ni.i  M.i-  (iiMZOT  has  ])een  here.  He  was  rather  toiirhv 
il'nV j..hn  and  high,  and  like  a  man  who  thought  himself 
wimiHiir      called  Upon  to  support  his  dignity.     He  neither 

*  Tlie  Mnrninff  Chronicle  was  stronj^'ly  PaliiHTstonian,  and  Lord 
ralnuTstoii  inspired  kohu*  uf  its  must  trciu-haiit  articles,  if  he  did  nut 
aciujillv  write  tlu-in. 
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Castle,  spoke  to  iHC  iior  Palmerston  upon  politics,  and 
1H40.  '  Palmerston  did  not  like  to  begin  with  him,  as 
he  considered  himself  as  having  received  from  him  the 
decision  of  the  French  Government  upon  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  thought  it  imprudent  to  act  as  if  he  supposed 
any  change  had  been  made  by  the  conferences  at  the 
Chateau  d'Eu.^  Palmerston,  however,  will  go  up  to 
London  to-day,  and  has  Guizot  to  dine  with  him,  when 
probably  some  conversation  will  take  place.  Palmerston 
returns  here  to-morrow,  and  on  Monday  he  will  go  to 
Tiverton  until  the  end  of  the  week.  Granville  and 
Bulwer  write  that  the  warlike  feeUng  is  still  strong  in 
Paris,  and  that  Macaulay,  who  arrived  from  England 
strongly  impressed  with  the  notion  that  war  was  im- 
l)ossible,  had  a  good  deal  changed  his  opinion. 

Leopold  goes  on  Monday.*  He  has  been  most  anxious 
to  devise  some  means  of  doing  that  which  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  suggests — viz.  of  merging  our  treaty 
in  some  larger  transaction,  to  which  France  may  be  a 
party.  Guizot  and  Thiers  are  both  favourable  to  this, 
and  so  are  Bulow  and  Neuman,®  and  it  seems  to  me 

^  Gnizot  came  over  as  ambassador  in  February.  His  impressioiui 
were  freely  recorded  in  his  M&movre»f  of  part  of  whieh  an  English  trans« 
lation  was  published  in  1862  under  the  title  of  An  Emba$9ff  to  the  Cowrt 
of  St.  James'9  in  1840.  In  it  are  to  be  found  many  interesting  allnsiont 
to  Lord  Melbourne,  whom  Gnizot  considered  '  a  judioious  epicurean,  an 
af^ceablo  egotist,  gay  without  warmth,  and  mingling  a  nalnral  air  of 
authority  with  a  carelessness  which  he  took  delight  in  proolaiming*  **  II 
is  all  the  same  to  me,*'  was  his  habitual  expression.'  Of  his  viail  to 
Windsor  he  writes :  <  During  my  stay  I  neither  exchanged  with  Lord 
Palmerston  nor  Lord  Melbourne  a  single  word  on  politics ;  they  addressed 
none  to  me ;  I  neither  uttered  nor  courted  any.  Lord  Pahnerston  seemed 
a  little  subdued ;  Lord  Melbourne,  contrary  to  his  habit,  had  a  thou^tftd 
air.*  The  conferences  at  the  ChAtean  d*£u,  between  Lonb  Fhilq^pOt 
Thiers,  and  Guizot,  took  place  on  August  11  and  the  two  following  days. 

'  The  King  of  the  Belgians  was  naturally  alarmed  at  a  possible  war 
between  his  niece  and  his  fiither-in-law. 

'  The  Prussian  and  Austrian  ambassadors. 


4CA  LORD   MELBOUllNE'S  PAPERS 

tlie  only  way  out  of  it,  and  Palmerston  is  not  averse 
from  it. 

Our  revenue  is  at  present  going  on  very  ill.  The 
falling  off' in  the  present  quarter  is,  up  to  the  lothinst., 

more  than  half  a  million — nearlv  six  hundred  thousand 

If 

pounds,  notwithstanding,  our  incTeased  duties. 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester  is  dead.  What  are  your 
notions  about  a  successor  ?  It  puzzles  me.  Wrio,*  wlio 
is  here,  is  more  determined  against  it  than  ever. 

A  comparison  of  the  Froncli  and  English  fleets  was  not 
particularly  reassuring. 

I  HAVE  been  thinking  much  and  anxiouslv  of 

LonlMiiito      ,         ,r     T  ?  1     X         .   1 

to  Lord       the   Mediterranean  iieets,  and  I  wish  vou   to 

M<«llK)urne.  i     •  i  i  " 

I'rivato.      know   liow  wc  staucl  ni  order  that  vou  niav 

Adinirultv,  .  i  *  * 

Autrurttaij,  make  up  vour  nund  as  to  the  course  we  are 
to  take.  The  French  have  at  present  fourteen 
ships  of  the  line  in  the  Mediterranean.  We  have  twelve. 
Thev  have  four  more  in  an  advanced  state  of  forward- 
ness,  two  of  whi(;h,  it  is  su})p()sed,  may  l)e  ready  for  sea 
about  a  fortnight  hence.  We  have  two  large  ships — 
Ilodney  and  Vanfjuard — which  I  hope  may  sail  for  the 
Mediterranean  about  the  end  of  this  week  or  earlv  iu 
the  next.  Tire  numbers  will  then  stand:  French,  six- 
teen ;  English,  fourteen. 

If.'fore  the  end  of  September  they  will  probably  get 
two  more  of  their  ships  to  sea,  and  about  the  same  time 
I  should  hope  to  have  the  Britunina  and  the  Calrutta  in 
the  Mediterranean,  which  will  bring  the  numbers  to 
eightiH-n  French  and  sixteen  IjigHsh  ;  and  here  I  am  at 
tilt*  end  of  my  ])n^scnt  resources  for  at  least  a  <*ouple 
of  montlis  to  come,  or,  at  tht»  very  best,  I  cannot  lu^pe 
before  that  lime  to  add  more  than  one  three-decker  to 
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the  above-mentioned  numbers.  The  French  say  that 
they  intend  to  have  twenty-five  ships  of  the  line  at  sea. 
In  the  meanwhile  orders  have  actually  been  received  in 
their  dockyards  to  fit  out  five  more  (beyond  the  eighteen) 
with  all  possible  expedition.  This  will  undoubtedly 
require  a  considerable  time,  but  how  long  must  depend 
a  g(HKl  deal  upon  the  success  of  their  levies  for  the 
crews.  At  this  point  the  French  wall  have  brought 
forward  every  ser\'iceable  ship  they  possess  in  the  water, 
though  they  have  many  on  the  stocks  ready  or  nearly 
ready  for  launching.  My  impression,  however,  is,  that 
they  will  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  raising  above 
twenty  or  two-and-twenty  ships  of  the  line  actually  at 
sea — a  number  w^hich,  with  a  little  time,  we  could  very 
easily  double.     But  up  to  that  point  they  must  have 

• 

the  start  of  us,  and  with  continually  increasing  advan- 
ta</e,  if  no  corresponding  exertions  are  made  on  our 
part  to  keep  pace  with  their  extraordinary  efibrts.  Such 
of  tlie  French  ships  as  have  been  some  time  at  sea — 
probably  about  twelve  sail  of  the  Ihie — are  in  very  high 
order,  and  in  all  respects  most  efficient  men-of-war. 
The  French  fleet  is  also  generally  composed  of  larger 
ships  than  ours,  so  that  the  relative  strength  of  the  two 
fleets  is  not  exactly  to  be  measured  by  the  number  of 
ships,  though  the  difierence  in  the  force  of  the  French 
and  English  ships  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  is  usually 
supposed.  Our  Mediterranean  fleet  is  in  the  highest 
state  of  order  and  efficiency — ^well  manned  and  well 
armed  and  well  trained ;  but  the  ships  have  only  got 
their  peace  complements. 

With  regai-d  to  the  ships  more  recently  commissioned 
on  both  sides,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  advantage 
in  point  of  efficiency  must  be  greatly  in  our  favour, 
the  French  conscripts    being  invariably  raw  hands, 

H  H 


»o. 
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unused  to  a  inau-of-war,  and  our  crews  beinjr  in  the 
greater  part  composed  of  men-of-war's  men  and  thoroujrli- 
bred  seamen. 

Now,  tlien,  the  question  is,  Will  you  l>e  satisfied  with 
the  sixteen  or  seventeen  sail  of  the  line  which  I  niav  l)e 
able  to  furnish  with  my  present  means,  whilst  tlie 
Fn^nch  are  pressiiifx  forward  the  equipment  of  a  superior 
force  ?  or  do  vou  feel  it  to  be  necessary  that  we  should 
take  such  measures  as  nuiy  establish  our  naval  superi- 
oritv  ?     The  difficulty  here  is  one  of  men  and  money. 

«  ft  V 

At  this  season  men  are  the  most  scarce,  and  we  have 
nearly  exhausted  the  su])ply  of  such  as  can  be  ])rocured 
in  the  usual  way  and  without  incurrin*?  a  cjood  deal  of 
exi)ense.  So  tliat  at  best  we  cannot  expect  to  recruit 
very  rapidly,  although  we  may,  by  extraordinan''  exer- 
tion,  nuike  considerable  pro<rress,  such  as  would  enable 
us  to  send  our  shi])s  to  sea  more  expeditiously  as  the 
season  advances  and  more  seamen  come  into  the  market, 
liut  the  ships  we  are  already  bringing,'  forward  will 
exhaust  and  more  than  exhaust  our  vote  of  seamen,  as 
I  think  the  ships  in  the  IMediteiTanean  must  re(?eive 
their  war  complements,  and  thoujrh  this  will  be  partly 
effected  by  an  addition  to  their  marines,  it  will  require 
not  nuich  less  thnn  a  thousand  sailors  to  complete  them. 
I  am  not  at  all  afraid  to  overstep  our  vote  a  little  for  a 
time;  but  I  mention  these  thinjjfs  to  make  you  under- 
stand that,  if  we  are  to  keep  pace  with  the  armament  of 
France,  it  can  only  be  done  bv  measures  which  must 
lead  to  the  assemblinj/  of  Parliament  in  the  course,  pro- 
bably, of  five  or  six  weeks  ;  and  I  confess  it  to  be  my  own 
opinion  that  we  should  not  be  justified  in  allowinjr  France 
to  obtain  even  a  temporary  superiority  at  sea.  ludeeil, 
I  believe  that  our  best  ehanceof  aconthuiance  of  peace 
will  be  in  the  jrreatness  of  our  force  in  the  Mediterranean. 
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When  you  have  considered  this  question  I  should  like 
to  know  your  opinion,  for  it  is  one  that  does  not  admit 
of  much  delay  in  our  decision. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  RECEIVED  your  letter   yesterday,   and  have 

L?.rdJoi^  sent  it  to  Palmerston.     Our  position  is  most 

windwV  disquieting,  and,  from  the  inadequacy  of  our 

Au^stae,  f"^rce  to  effect  its  objects,  highly  dangerous.     I 

i»4o  g^j^i  y^^  ^  ygj.y  ^kar  aud  distinct  letter  which 

I  received  yesterday  from  Minto  upon  this  subject.  I 
should  not  feel  quite  easy  if  we  had  only  the  f^yptiaa 
and  Turkish  fleets  ^  to  deal  with,  but  if  the  French  are 
combined  with  them  we  are  evidently  quite  unequal  to 
do  anything,  and  may  suffer  disaster,  which  would  be 
ruinous  to  us  and  most  injurious  to  the  country. 

We  might  call  in  the  assistance  of  the  Bussians ;  but 
that  would  be  lowering,  and  if  they  were  successful 
thev  would  be  masters  of  us  as  well  as  of  others. 

But  how  to  get  out  of  this  with  credit  and  safety 
I  do  not  see.  Mehemet  Ali  will  not  accept  the  offered 
terms.  My  opinion  is  that  he  would  not  have  yielded 
to  the  five  powers.  He  certainly  will  not  to  the  four, 
particularly  considering  the  tone  and  attitude  which 
France  has  taken.  If  he  were  to  yield  it  would  settle 
the  matter ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  expected.  If  he  does  not 
absolutely  reject,  but  proposes  counter-plans,  and  after 
hesitation,  this  would  offer  us  a  way  out  of  it;  and  this 
appears  to  me  the  best  chance  that  we  have.  If  he 
Jjreaks  out  into  violence  and  aggressive  measures  it  will  • 
Ijring  matters  at  once  to  a  crisis,  and  God  knows  what 
events  may  happen,  or  what  they  may  produce.  I  do 
not,  however,  exi)ect  that  this  will  happen,  and  I  hope 

*  That  is,  the  fleet  which  Achmet  Pasha  had  handed  over  to  the 

I'^^^yptians. 

E  H  2 
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it  may  not,  as  we  are  but  ill  prepared  for  it.  If  he 
remains  in  the  attitude  of  passive  resistance,  he  will 
puzzle  us  as  to  what  step  we  sliall  take  next.  Wliatever 
we  propose  to  do  France  will  object  to,  and  then  will 
come  the  question  between  us.  We  can  hardly  modify 
our  terms,  and  France  cannot  join  us  to  enforce  them. 
If  we  modifv  our  terms,  Russia  will  immediately  break 
off  from  us  and  resume  her  ri«rht  of  separate  action, 
which  our  policy  lias  l^eeii  adopted  hi  order  to  prevent. 
All  this  constitutes  a  most  difficult  complication.  I  have 
just  <rot  your  note  of  the  24th.  I  do  not  think  that 
ralmerston  will  concur  in  su(*h  a  connnunication  beinjj 
made  at  present,  and  I  am  afraid  that  it  would  lead  to 
no  result,  as  France  would  certainly  demand  something 
for  her  accession,  in  order  to  justify  and  explain  it  to 
her  people.  She  would  ask  some  considerable  mo<lifica- 
tion  of  the  terms ;  and  this  would  at  once  leave  Russia 
out  of  the  alliance,  which  is  as  bad  as  leaving  out 
France. 

I  feel  a  difficulty  about  appointing  a  dubious  man, 
like  Shuttleworth  or  Pearson,  on  account  of  the  Chan- 
cellor, whose  brother  is  such  a  sort  of  man  and  has  been 
excluded  on  that  ground. 

The  Chancellor  has  behaved  about  it  admirablv,  as 
he  always  does  ;  but  he  feels  it,  and  I  hate  to  annoy 
him.  I  incline  verv  much  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Lewes, 
the  Rev.  C.  Julius  ITare.^  He  is  a  great  friend  of 
TliirhvaH's — translated  Xiebuhr  with  him,  preaolieil  his 
c()ns(M-ration  sermon — has  lately  pubhshed  sermons 
against  Tusey's  leading  doctrines,  and  is  a  most  dis- 
tinguished divine.  He  was  api)ointed  archdeacon  by 
IJislioj)  Otter,  who  had  the  highest  opinion  of  him,  and 
therefore  he  is  ac([uainted  with  the  diocese,  wliirh,  as 

*  The  brutlicr  of  Aufjiistus  Ilaro,  and  tlio  author  of  Quruct  at  Trutkn 
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far  as  it  goes,  is  an  advantage.  He  was  rather  a  violent 
Liberal,  but  it  is  supposed  that  his  opinions  have  lately 
undergone  some  modification.  I  send  you  a  letter  which 
I  have  received  from  Lord  Chichester  respecting  him. 
You  may  say  it  is  running  too  much  upon  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge ;  and  so,  perhaps,  it  is.  '  But  Trinity 
College  produces  ten  able  men  when  any  other  seminary 
produces  one,  and  ought  to  have  a  proportionable  share 
of  appointments.     Adieu. 

I  hope  you  are  well.  For  myself,  I  can  neither  eat 
nor  sleep  for  anxiety,*  and  I  suffer  much  more  from  the 
pressure  of  responsibiUty  during  the  recess  than  during 
the  sitting  of  ParUament. 

Wrio  is  most  dogged  and  determined  in  his  Nolo. 
episcopari.  He  says  lie  shall  be  more  fit  for  it  in  two 
or  three  years.  I  suspect  this  to  be  with  the  hope  of 
escaping  it  altogether. 

Earl  of  I  s^^  Guizot  ycsterday ;  he  was  as  sulky  as 
U)''Lr)?d''^  ever  with  the  poUcy  which'  he  says  has  put  all 
Aui'iat  81?  Europe  a  la  merci  dea  incidents  et  des  8ub<U- 
^^^"-  ternes;  but  his  language  was  pacific,  though 
he  declared  that  the  preparations  for  war  were  very  real 
and  proceeding  with  all  possible  activity.  Two  things, 
he  told  me,  had  struck  him  much  when  he  was  in  France 
the  other  day— one,  the  complete  change  of  opinion 
among  the  juste  milieu  people  and  the  capitalists  of 
l^aris  (he  ai)pears  to  have  met  many  of  them  at  Eu  and 
some  other  sea  place  where  he  went  to  join  his  family), 
who  are,  he  says,  indignant  that,  after  all  their  efforts 
during  the  last  ten  years  to  maintain  peace  and  the 
alliance   between  the  two  countries,  the  one  should 

1  A  phrase  quoted  by  Greville.    But  the  whoU  l«lter  is  nol  pftrtieiilM)]r 

AliirniiKt. 
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1)G  endangered  and  the  other  wantonly  thrown  over 
without  a  thought  or  a  care  for  the  danger  of  various 
kinds  to  which  France  wouhl  be  exposed  by  such  a 
course ;  and  Guizot  feels  convinced  that  these  people 
would  be  found  to  make  sacrifices  and  vote  supplies  for 
war  even  more  readily  than  those  of  the  Gauche,  who 
have  been  making  the  clamour.  The  next  thing  that 
struck  him  was  the  altered  tone  of  the  King,  who  said 
that  for  the  first  time  since  he  had  been  ui)on  the  throne 
he  foresaw  the  possibility  of  war,  and  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  be  prepared  for  it  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  the  honour  and  power  of  France.  Still,  however, 
Guizot  said  that  le  fond  Je  la  pensee  da  lioi  was  Peace, 
and  that  he  would  only  accept  tear  when  some  act  of 
the  allies  rendered  it  dangerous  for  him  to  brave 
j)u])lic  oi)inion,  and  therefore  a  matter  of  unavoidable 
necessitv. 

He  said  that  the  King's  sentiments  towards  Tliiers 
were  unchanged ;  that  he  hates  and  mistrusts  him  as 
much  as  ever,  but  that  he  gives  no  countenance  to  the 
intrigues  of  Mole  ^  and  others  against  him,  and  is 
resolved  not  to  quarrel  with  him  unless  Thiers  insists 
])rematurely  upon  driving  him  hito  war,  in  which  case 
il  le  tfrisera^  let  the  result  be  what  it  ma  v. 

(iuizot,  whose  tone  in  speaking  of  Thiers  was  not 
friendlv,  said  he  had  stron<dv  advised  the  King  to  ad- 
here  to  this  course,  but  he  does  not  think  the  (*ase  will 
arise;  that  Thi(*rs  is  acting  cautiously,  and  appears,  as 
nnieh  as  the  King,  to  be  alive  to  the  em])arrassnieut  of 
his  ])()>iti()n,  and  not  knowiu'r  how  to  do  enoujrh  to 
sali.sty  i)ul)lic  opinion  without  doing  more  than  is  con- 

■  A  i»ri»iiiiu(iit  i»olitiiiaii,  \vh«»  li:ul  Ikiii  First  Minister  from  April  1837 
t'>  Manli  lh;{0.  and  the  autlmr  ot  s<»nu'  n-niarkiililo  I'J^mtin  dr  \Ioriiic  et 
#/*■  I'i'lititntr, 
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sistent  with  the  preservation  of  peace,  which  both  seem 
to  have  at  heart. 

Guizot  read  to  me  the  whole  of  Perier's  report  to 
Thiers  of  his  mission  to  Alexandria/  and  I  must  say 
that  the  instructions  of  the  French  Government  appear 
to  have  been  little  characterised  by  undue  friendship 
towards  the  Pasha,  and  that  the  language  used  in  sup- 
port of  them  was  as  energetic  as  if  the  whole  had 
emanated  from  our  own  Foreign  Office.  P^rier  writes, 
and  admits  he  does  so,  under  feelings  of  some  irritation 
against  Mehemet  Ali,  upon  whom  neither  he  nor  Coche- 
let,  the  Consul-General,  could  make  any  impression ;  and 
his  opinion  was  that  Mehemet  Ali's  vanity  was  gratified  in 
thinking  that  he,  a  simple  pasha  and  the  vassal  of  the 
Sultan,  was  able  to  defy  the  whole  of  Europe,  and  that 
as  he  had  all  his  life  been  in  the  habit  of  risking  every- 
thing for  the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  had  never 
yet  failed  in  attaining  it,  so  P^rier  feels  confident  that 
on  the  present  occasion  he  will  pursue  his  accustomed 
system. 

Guizot  said  he  had  learnt  with  extreme  satisfaction 
from  Palmerston  (who  had  communicated  it  to  him 
with  ti franchise  quHl  n'oublierait  jamais)  the  abandonment 
of  the  commercial  blockade,  as  it  was  from  that  he  most 
apprehended  collision ;  though  how  the  Convention,  re- 
duced to  a  bloctis  militaire^  was  to  eject  Ibrahim  Pasha 
from  Syria  he  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive ;  but  he 
added,  if  upon  the  Convention  having  become  a  dead 
letter  some  fresh  arrangement  is  made  to  which  France 
is  no  party,  or  if  the  English  Government  attempts  a 
second  insurrection  in  Syria,  and  furnishes  arms  to  the 

*  P^rier*8  and  Walew8ki*B  misnons  seem  to  hava  been  perfectiy 
genuine,  thongh  according  to  fiolwer  {PahnerBioHf  voL  iL  p.  814)  thdr 
object  wtiK  to  urge  Mehemet  Ali  to  'I'iolent  courees. 
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iiisiirgonts  and  lands  troops  to  assist  them  or  to  take 
possession  of  Candia,  or  a  Kussian  army  is  permitted 
to  enter  Constantinople,  that  he  knew  a  lamentable 
effect  upon  public  opinion  would  be  produced  in  France, 
and  he  should  then  tliink  the  prosi)ect  of  maintaining 
peace  extremely  problematical. 

Madame  de  Lieven  ^  told  me  the  Emperor  was  plus 
que  satisfiiit\  not  that  he  cared  anything  about  the 
JSultan  or  the  Pasha,  but  that  he  had  eflectually  broken 
np  the  alliance  between  England  and  France,  which  he 
detested. 

Mr.  E.  TuEY  uiav  ^mtc  and  lie  about  me  as  they  will, 
lionT Moi-  I  ^^'^'^  ^^'  ^^^^^  ^^^y  duty  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
Se"C'mi>er  pi'^^'^'^^^  uiorc  niischicf  than  is  inevitable  from 
!«,  iwio.  1^}^^  present  crisis ;  and  I,  therefore,  a;;ain  beg 
your  attention  to  the  Observer  newspaper,  received  to- 
dav,  of  the  13th.  Are  some  of  cmr  madmen  reallv  dis- 
posed  to  urge  the  violence  of  the  old  ruffian  (as  they 
call  him),  Mehemet  Ali,  and,  seeing  no  other  way  out  of 
the  pass  in  which  they  have  involved  us,  to  force  on  a 
general  conflagration  and  ])ury  themselves  in  the  ruins? 
Whether  these  articles  are  directlv  furnished  to  the 
Ohsercer^  or  written  by  the  inspiration  of  such  parties, 
I  know  not ;  but  I  do  know  that  j\Ir.  Scanlan,  the  editor, 
is  ])ai(l  for  them  out  of  the  monev  under  vour  control 
from  the  Civil  List  secret  service  monev,  and  vou  have 
it  in  y(mr  power  either  to  moderate  their  tone  or  to 
stoj)  the  supplies.     The   '  insensate  blustering    of  any 

'  The  wife  of  tho  Uussinn  diiOomatist,  Prince  do  Lievoii.  Slio  plaved 
a  iironiincnt  \x\x\  m  Kiij^li^h  society  from  1H12  to  lH84.\^lioii  tho  Liovent 
wen*  rff!ill('d  to  St.  iVtirshiirj,'.  After  lior  lnisbjin«rs  death,  in  1R36  or 
ls;>7,  slie  cstalilislM'd  hcrstlf  in  Piiris,  wliore  slie  becniiio  the  Kf^oria  of 
M.  (liii/nt.  She  was  ordrnd  t(»  Ij-jim'  France  durinj,' tlie  Crimean  War 
Imt  her  ntnrn  was  cnnniMd  at.  and  she  died  in  Pjuis  in  \X\i  {(irerillr 
\t)l.  \iii.  eliap.  \iii.j. 
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nation  '  can  only  still  further  irritate  the  people  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Channel,  and  the  tni£  observations  in 
the  article  headed '  Peace  or  War/  on  the  state  of  society 
in  Paris,  would  have  suggested  themselves  with  much 
greater  advantage  to  some  parties  before  they  made 
up  their  minds  to  set  the  match  to  their  elements  of 
combustion.  Louis  Philippe  and  all  his  Ministers,  past 
and  present,  required  our  assistance  to  keep  the  embers 
of  other  times  and  feelings  asleep — not  to  ignite  them. 

It  cannot  be  that  men  were  or  are  so  blind  as  to 
believe  the  causes  to  which  they  ascribe  the  resistance 
either  of  the  French  nation  or  of  the  French  Ministers 
to  this  Eastern  Treaty.  Lord  Granville  surely  has  not 
kept  you  all  so  much  in  the  dark  with  respect  to 
pubHc  feeling  in  France,  and  the  pledged  opinions  of 
all  classes  of  politicians.  You  cannot  have  been  so  little 
aware  of  the  detestation  in  which  Bussia  was  held  iu 
the  country,  from  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  both  to 
the  Royal  Family  *  and  to  the  nation  since  the  revolu- 
tion of  July,  not  to  have  expected  the  necessary  conse- 
quences of  your  Anglo-Russian  alliance  1  God  knows 
what  this  escapade  of  the  Foreign  Office  is  to  bring 
upon  us,  or  whether  we  may  still  escape  what  we  de- 
serve from  it ;  but  let  no  man  say  we  did  not  indulge 
in  it  with  our  eyes  open.  ...  In  dealing  with  this 
case  you  have  to  deal  with  the  nation — ^neither  with 
the  Court  nor  the  Minister.  I  believe  that  any  change 
will  be  worse  for  you ;  for  if  the  direction  of  affairs  went 
for  a  short  interval  into  what  would  be  called  anti- 
national  hands,  there  might  be  a  very  short  respite 
before  it  got  into  revolutionary  ones,  and  then,  *  Stand 
bv  tlie  sheets.' 

'  The  C/Ar  treated  Louis  Philippe  as  a  usurper,  and  refused  to  address 

him  U8  Man  Frcrc, 
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I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  those  who  have 
prompted  tliese  counsels  are  at  this  moment  more  than 
ever  confident  in  the  vijrorous  wisdom  and  succesj?ful 
result  of  tliem ;  and  that  I  and  others  who  saw  in  them 
only  the  l)e<rinninjj  of  evils,  of  which  no  man  could  pre- 
dict the  teimination,  are  held  in  as  great  contemjit  as 
our  opposition  to  them  has  been  considered  factious 
and  uni-easonable.  It  is  clear  that  neither  party  can 
now  have  much  influence,  tlum^rh  both  much  the  same, 
in  the  course  matters  mav  take ;  but  it  is  the  dutv  of 
]>otli  to  avoid  increasinj»:  '  the  odds'  apparently  ajrainst 
a  ha])])y  issue,  and  I,  tlierefore,  trouble  you  with  this 
letter. 

Lord  Mel-    ^  HAVE  rcccivcd  your  note.     I  have  not  yet 
LordjJim  ^^^»'^^'^l   from   Palmerston   upon  the  subject   of 
windili'r      y^^Hr  proposals,  whicli  I  sent  to  him ;  but  I 
soptomiwr  1^^^^'^*  HO  doubt  that  I  shall  \er\  speedily.^ 
1(5, 1H40.  p^^^j,  heaven's  sake  do  not  be  precipitate; 

consider  this  matter  well. 

You  have  been  a  consentinjr  party  to  the  Conven- 
tion; you  cannot,  upon  slight  or  subordinate  {jrrounds, 
witlidraw  yourself  from  the  ccmsequences  of  it. 

lie<*ollect  the  serious  results  whicli  must  arise  frimi 
the  breaking  up  of  the  Government  now — the  certain 
faihire  of  the  policy,  and  an  insuperable  difficulty  thrown 
in  tlie  wav  of  anv  su<*ce(»(lin*r  u<>vernm(»nt. 

If  tlie  British  Oovennni^it  is  broken  u])  by  the  mere 
bluster  :nid  threats  of  the  French,  and  by  the  sole  aj>- 
])iclien>iion  of  a  didercnce  witli  that  country,  what  will 
1)(*  tlie  impression,  both  u])on  luirope*  and  upon  France, 
of  their  streuL'^lli  and  couraw,  of  our  weakness  and 
]iuinilit\'  ? 

'    Stf  tin-  lU'W  Irttor. 
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It  will  encourage  France  to  such  a  degree  that,  even 
if  it  staves  off  war  now,  it  will  produce  it  very  shortly. 

I  SEND  you    a  note  from  Clarendon  showing 
nitr«t..ii  to  what  some  of  the  French  really  tliink  about 

lyircl  Mel-  -^ 

b.,iinie.       our  treaty. 

s.'ineiniwr  I  saw  yesterday  a  private  letter  from  Paris, 
saying  that  Thiers  now  says  that  he  does  not 
wish  for  a  naval  war,  ivhicli  would  not  be  advantJ^Jeou8 
to  France,  but  that  he  means  to  have  a  Continental  war. 
That  to  undertake  this  with  advantage  he  must  have 
000,000  men,  and  that  he  cannot  have  such  an  amount 
of  Ibree  on  foot  till  next  spring.  On  the  other  hand, 
Ai)pun}'i '  says,  as  j'uu  will  see,  that  Louis  Philippe  told 
him  in  the  openness  of  his  heart  that  the  result  he 
looked  for  from  the  war  excitement  in  France  was  to 
got  out  of  his  faithful  subjects  a  sanction  for  tlie  fortifi- 
cation of  Paris,  wliich  he  had  long  wlslied  for,  but  had 
hitherto  not  been  able  to  obtain.  All  this  does  not  look 
like  war ;  indeed  all  the  letters  received  during  the  last 
two  days  from  Paris  say  that  war  is  not  expected. 

Tlie  French  tried  to  intimidate  us,  and  thus  to  pre- 
vent the  ratification;  having  failed  in  this  they  will  lie 
by  and  wait  for  any  serious  difficulty  we  may  experi- 
i'n<-e  in  the  execution  of  our  plans,  and  then  they  will 
try  to  interpose  their  good  offices. 

All  you  say  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  is  quite  true 
as  to  the  reluctance  of  some  members  of  the  Cabinet 
and  the  lukewarmness  of  others;  but  tlien  I  think  that 
when  a  Cabinet  has  agreed  to  a  system  of  measures 
they  ought  to  give  that  system  fair  play,  and  not  to 
raise  impediments  to  its  execution  in  the  detail  of  the 
measures  by  which  it  is  to  be  effected,  and  that  individual 

■  Count  Appon.vi  wan  the  Aiiatrtui  ambuaadoi  at  Atria. 
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nienibers  of  the  Cabinet  oufi^ht  not,  as  Lord  Uolland 
does  every  day  of  the  week,  to  speak  openly  to  all  who. 
come  near  tlieni  about  the  policy  and  measures  whicli 
the  Cabinet  of  which  they  are  mem]>ers  is  embarked 
in,  just  as  a  member  of  Opposition  would  speak  of  tlie 
policy  of  an  administration  wliicli  he  was  labourinfr  to 
turn  out.  In  the  present  state  of  the  question  this  doc»8 
not  do  so  much  harm,  l)ecause  the  matter  is  now  to  be 
decided  in  the  Levant ;  but  still  the  effect  is  damaging 
to  the  Government,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  not  much 
to  the  credit  of  the  good  sense  and  proper  feeling  of 
self-respect  of  the  individuals  by  whom  such  language 
is  held. 

I  find  it  will  not  be  possible  at  the  present  moment 
for  the  representatives  of  the  five  contracting  parties 
to  the  treaty  to  conununicate  it  by  a  collective  note  to 
Guizot.  Both  Neumann  and  Brunnow^  feel  objections, 
which  I  think  well  founded. 

They  say  that  they  are  not  in  any  official  relation 
with  Guizot;  they,  like  him,  are  accredited  to  this 
Court,  but  any  oilicial  communication  to  be  made  by 
either  of  tlieir  Courts  to  the  French  Government  would 
naturally  be  made  either  at  Paris  by  their  ambassadors, 
or  at  Vienna  and  Petersburg  to  the  ambassadors  of 
IVance.  That  when  a  conference  is  established  the 
case  varies,  and  then  all  the  meml)ers  of  the  conference 
are  expressly  and  officially  placed  in  formal  relation 
and  connnunication  with  each  other. 

Hut  Brunnow  has  another  objection  to  any  direct 
connnunication  in  the  shape  of  a  collective  note  from 
the   four  or  tlie  five  to  Guizot,  which  is,  that  Guizot 

'  ]»arfii  r>riinii()\v  luul  Itocn  sent  by  iho  C'/ar  on  a  Kpccinl  mission  to 
Kii<^']an<l  ill  ScptciiilHr  1h:\\),  He  waK  iilierwanlrt  HusKian  Minister  in 
J^oiidoM.  iiotalilv  at  the  time  i>t'  t)ie  Criiiu-aii  War. 


^ 
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miiilit  p()ssil)ly  be  instructed  to  reply  to  sucli  a  note, 
and  that  his  reply  miglit  require  a  rejoinder;  and  that 
the  Emperor  and  our  Government  might  not  agree  as  to 
the  terms  of  such  rejoinder.  The  Emperor  might  want 
to  put  in  something  which  it  would  not  suit  us  to  sign ; 
otlier  umiecessarv  and  inconvenient  differences  mi<jfht 
arise  l)elween  the  four  powers.  Moreover,  Brunnow 
savs  ihat  when  I  first  mentioned  the  idea  to  him  he 
wrote  to  Nesselrode^  to  ask  for  instructions  about  it; 
that  those  instructions  have  been  amiounced  to  him, 
but  have  not  yet  been  received,  and  that,  having  asked 
for  tliem,  he  cannot  give  them  the  go-by  and  act  without 
tliem.  Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  to  me  that 
tlie  only  course  to  be  pursued  is  that  I  should,  ou  the 
j)art  of  llie  English  Government,  communicate  to  Guizot 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  now  that  it  lias  been  ratified;  and 
tliis  would  seem  to  be  a  natural  step,  as  a  consequence 
of  mv  havin<x  communicated  to  him  the  fact  of  the 
treaty  liaving  been  signed;  and  accordingly  I  inclose  a 
drnft  of  a  note  for  that  ])urpose.  I  send  it  to  you  by  a 
mcsscn<ier,  whom  vou  can  send  on  to  John  Russell  for 
liis  ()j)inion  on  the  matter. 

If  the  note  is  to  go,  the  sooner  it  goes  the  better. 

Lord  Mil-  ^^*^'  ^'^*^^  y^^^^  ^*'^y  ^^  ^'^^T  ^^*^^^-  I^  ^s  absolutely 
l'*"7'V\?„    nccessarv  that  we  should  have  a  Cabinet  soon. 

J  j» >r(i  >t oiin  • 

\vi\Xor  PinTiament  stands  prorogued  until  October  8. 
(astir  Whether  it  .shall  be  further  proro<nied,  and  to 
ii»,  iHio.  ^vliat  period,  is  in  the  present  state  of  circum- 
stances a  matter  of  somucli  importance  that  itcamiot  be 
decided  witliout  a  full  consideration.     I  have  therefore 

*  The  Russian  Minister  for  Forei^  Affairs.  Count  Vitzthum,  in  his 
Si.  Vcicrshurg  and  London,  has  some  amusing  stories  of  the  supreme 
contempt   with   which    Nicholas    regarded    him,   as  being  of  German 

pHiTnta^'c. 
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desired  Fortescue,  who  is  ^ifoiie  to  London  this  mom- 
iiiji,  to  tell  them  to  issue  smnnionses  for  a  Calrinet  upon 
Monday  the  28th  inst.  Tiiis  will  leave  sufficient  time 
for  the  insertion  of  the  proclamation  in  the  Gazette.  I 
hope  that  you  will  a])])rove  of  this. 

I  a^rree  with  vou  that  the  avoidinjr  of  the  war,  if  it 
can  he  done  with  honour  and  safety,  would  be  well 
bought  by  a  change  of  goyerinnent,  though  that  I  l)e- 
lieve  would  be  an  evil.  Ihit  it  was  well  said  bv  Mr. 
Ilalford  the  other  dav  at  Leicester  that  the  real  dan«rer 
of  the  interrui)tion  of  peace  arises  from  the  unquiet  and 
aggressive  character  of  the  ])eo])le  of  France,  and  if  this 
be  at  all  encouraged  by  success  and  by  our  yieldinir, 
though  we  may  stave  off  war  at  ])resent,  we  shall  only 
render  it  more  certain  within  a  short  time. 

I  think  the  warlike  sym])toms  are  decreasing  daily. 
The  language  which  Louis  riiihppehas  held  to  Apponyi 
is  very  extraordinary.  After  apok)gising  for  the  vivacity 
of  Thiers,  and  saying  that  allowance  nuist  be  made  for 
him,  as  an  author  and  journalist,  and  therefore  accus- 
tomed to  put  things  strongly  and  so  as  to  strike,  he  said 
that  his  <rreat  object  had  been,  bv  means  of  this  war-<*rv, 
to  cai'ry  two  ])oints  which  were  very  necessary — the  one, 
the  sti*ength(»ning  the  naval  forces  and  increasinj^  the 
armv  ;  the  other,  the  fculirK!ation  of  Paris — lx)th  of  wlii<*li 
the  i)arsim()ny  of  the  Chambers  had  hitherto  prevented 
him  from  eilectiug  ;  pretty  strongly  hintuig  that  the 
latter  measure,  the  fortifying  Paris,  was  not  directed 
against  foreign  ])owers. 

This  language  appears  to  me  not  to  have  been  verv 
])rn(l('nl,  but  still  one  is  loth  to  think  oneself  more  cun- 
ning tlian  Louis  Pliilip])e. 

His  object  was,  by  sh«)wing  great  confidence  in 
Metterni<'li,  to  incUn-e  him  to  originate  some  j)roposal 
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which  should  settle  the  whole  matter  and  get  him  out 
of  the  scrape.  Leopold  has  also  written  to  the  Queen 
in  the  same  tone,  as  I  understand,  for  I  have  not  yet 
seen  the  letter,  but  shall  do  so  to-day,  and  complaining 
that  we  show  no  disposition  to  assist  in  extricating  the 
Government  of  France  out  of  its  difficulties. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Ellice.  The  Observer  news- 
paper vexes  him  cruelly — much  by  what  they  say 
against  him,  more  by  what  they  say  against  Thiers. 

I  almost  labour  under  the  disadvantage  of  never 
having  read  the  Observer.  People  who  tell  Ellice  are 
continually  writing  themselves  in  the  newspapers,  think 
of  nothing  else,  and  they  immediately  perceive  what  is 
I)ut  in  by  the  editor  himself,  and  what  is  sent  to  him  by 
others. 

I  FORGOT  in  my  other  letter  to  mention  to  you 

The  ftame  iitti  •!  -i*. 

t<>  the  what  had  been  done  with  respect  to  notifying 
Windsor  the  Convention.  Tlie  enclosed  letter  from 
s^pt«>ini)er  Palmcrston  wiU  tell  you.  His  note  to  Guizot 
seemed  all  that  could  be  wished,  and  therefore, 
as  I  thought  it  of  importance  that  it  should  go  without 
delay,  I  did  not  send  it  to  you  as  he  desired,  which 
would  have  caused  delay.  I  send  you  Palmerston's 
letters,  that  you  may  see  his  frame  of  mind.  Nothing 
induces  a  man  to  keep  his  own  temper  so  much  as  the 
observation  that  others  either  have  lost  or  are  likely  to 
lose  theirs. 

The  talking  at  Holland  House  is  irremediable.  They 
cannot  help  it,  and  they  are  not  themselves  aware  how 
nmcli  they  talk.  In  1827  Canning  said,  *But  What 
shall  we  do  with  Lady  Holland  in  the  Cabinet  ? ' 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  a  good  adviser  for  principles 
and  opinions,  but  bad  for  action.     All  advisers  are 
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daiifreroiis.     They  eiiciiinber  the  free  exercise   of  the 
iinderstau(liii<i:  and  substitute  authority  for  reason. 

We  must  count  u])on  Mehemet  All's  last  pro- 
totho  positions  sent  by  Walewski  beinjr  absolutely 
Windsor      and  at  once  refused  bv  the  Sultan.      Ponsonbv 

Castle  *  •' 

Septen'iber  wiU  do  liis  utmost  to  briii^  this  about,  and  so 

nil    lUif)  " 

will  the  Russian  Minister ;  and  1  think  I  have 
observed  throuj^di  the  whole  of  these  transactions  that 
the  Russian  influence  ji^enerallv  predominates  at  Constan- 
tinople. If  we  notify  to  the  four  other  powers  that  we 
aie  ready  to  accede  to  these  j)roposals  if  they  are,  we  shall 
do  this  knowinjr  that  the  Porte  is  unwilling,  and  we 
shall  advise  the  Porte  to  accept  terms  which  they  have 
already  refused. 

Our  (H)nmiuni(*ation  to  the  four  powers  must  be  firm, 
or  it  will  have  no  effect  in  cooling  down  the  present 
heats  ;  and  if  it  is  known  that  such  is  our  oj)inion,  will 
it  not  entirely  decide  tlie  question?  Will  the  Pasha  or 
France  ever  relax,  or  have  any  reason  for  relaxinir 
afterwards  ?  Your  resignation,  and  that  of  so  many 
who  must  and  wlio  would  follow  you,  must  ensure  the 
failure  of  the  policy  and  the  humiliation  of  the  country. 
France,  seeing  such  an  effect  ])roduced  by  her 
measuiTs,  would  of  course  redouble  them,  and  both  the 
Paslia  and  she  would  persevere  more  strenuously  in 
tlieir  pr(\sent  course.  It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  it  must 
not  break  up  tlie  pi-esent  Government  and  place  the 

^  Mohfinet  AH  stood  out  for  the  lioreditary  possession  of  Ejjypt  and 
Syria  for  lifi-'.  AN'alewski,  tlic  natural  son  of  the  (Irt-at  NnpoU><m  by  a 
I'olish  lady,  and  afterwards  Minister  of  Forei«,ni  Affairs  under  Napoleon 
HI.,  l)0«,'an  his  diplomatic  career  with  this  mission  to  Alexandria,  the 
ohjcct  of  which  was  to  hrin*;  the  Pasha  to  reason.  Lord  Ponsonbv,  our 
ambassador  at  the  Porto,  was  takinj:  a  very  sln>ni,'  line  of  action,  and 
persuading  the  Sultan  to  reject  all  comjaomise  with  the  Pasha. 
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countrj^  in  the  hands  of  the  Conservatives.  You  would 
resign  on  account  of  unwillingness  to  engage  in  war  with 
France,  and  so  many  would  be  sure  to  follow  your  lead 
upon  this  ground  that  it  would  leave  the  fraction  of 
the  Ministry  totally  unable  to  go  on.  They  could  not 
form  a  coalition.  What  is  then  to  be  done  but  to  resort 
to  the  other  party  ?  You  say  you  would  strongly  advise 
her  not  to  do  this,  not  to  go  to  Peel — ^by  Peel  I  suppose 
you  mean  his  party — ^but  who  is  she  then  to  go  to  ?  Try 
to  reason  this  out  practically. 

I  sent  your  letter  to  the  Queen,  and  I  send  you  the 
note  which  I  received  in  reply,  and  which  expresses  her 
feelings  upon  the  subject.  I  shall  be  in  town  to-morrow, 
early. 

_  I  SEND  vou  Palmerston's  memorandum.     I  think 

The  same  *'  -rk  t  n        •■• 

to  the        he  is  riffht  with  respect  to  Ponsonby.     Sendincr 

same.  ^  ^  ,  "^  ^ 

windBor     another  person  out  at  this  moment  would  have 

Cantle 

September  all  the  cffects  which  Palmerston  points  out.  It 
would  seem  to  disavow  and  retract  the  whole 
of  our  policy,  past,  present,  and  future,  and  would  cast 
a  damp  upon  the  cause  of  the  Sultan  which  it  would 
never  recover. 

Witli  respect  to  an  armistice,  it  appears  doubtful  to 
me  whether  there  be  any  hostilities  to  suspend. 

The  question  of  a  communication  to  the  French 
Government  is  more  doubtful.  Mettemich's  suggestion 
tliat  the  French  Government  should  re-enter  into  the 
alliance  by  declaring  its  adhesion  to  the  principle  of 
that  aUiance,  viz.  the  support  of  the  Sultan,  without 
retracting  its  objection  to  the  forcible  execution,  appears 
to  me  the  most  plausible  course  that  has  been  sug- 
gested. 

We  can,  however,  make  no  proposition  to  France 

I  1 
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without  o])taining  the  concurrence  of  the  other  powers ; 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  no  inmiediate  measure,  nor 
any  escape  from  present  dangers.  If  Thiers,  in  order  to 
obtain  from  Mehemet  Ali  concessions,  has,  as  he  says 
he  has,  promised  him  the  support  of  France  if  they  are 
not  accepted,  he  appears  tome  to  have  placed  affairs  in 
a  more  dangerous  position  than  that  in  which  they  stood 
before.  Syria  is  the  wliole  of  the  question,  and  his 
demanding  it  for  Ibrahim  is,  in  fact,  demanding  it 
hereditarily. 

AfTER  the  Queen's  express  direction  I  should 

The  Bame  ,  ,         ,  ,  , 

to  the  not,  even  if  I  were  inclined,  feel  justified  in 
Koiith  withholding  her  opinion  from  you,  and  after 
sei.Wni>or  souic  licsitatiou  I  send  you  the  whole  letter, 

29,  1840.  .  ,  "^ 

trusting  to  your  candour. 

It  sounds  as  if  I  had  condemned  both  you  and 
Palmorston  as  obstinate  and  wrongheaded,  but  this  is 
not  the  case.  I  onlv  wrote  on  Sunday  eveninif  that  I 
had  seen  you  Ijotli,  and  tliat  I  was  sorry  that  I  did 
not  perceive  much  api)roach  towards  an  agreeiucnt  in 
o])inion. 

There  is  certainlv  a  <rreat  difficulty  in  makiiifr  a  move 
in  ignorance  of  tlie  actual  and  present  slate  of  affairs 
in  tlie  T>n-ant.  The  measures  will  ])v  this  time  have 
virtually  either  failed  or  sncceed(»d.  Affairs  will  have 
assumed  such  an  aspect  as  will  enable  vou  to  foretell 
the  ultimate  result  with  eertaintv. 

If  we  have  failed,  it  will  l)e  better  to  have  made  the 
overture  before  we  knew  of  the  failure.  If  we  have 
succeeded,  there  will  b(*  no  humiliation  in  offerin«T  to 
con(*ert  with  France,  which  we  have*  said  that  we  should 
be  ready  to  do,  upon  tin*  execution  of  the  Ciuivention. 

1  liave  written  to  Talmerston  to  suggest   this  view. 
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At  the  same  time  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  it  will  be 
a  great  degradation  to  give  up  the  main  objects  of  the 
Convention,  accompanied  as  that  giving  up  will  be  by 
the  menaces  and  preparations  of  France.  I  think  we 
shall  suffer  in  general  estimation,  and  consequently  in 
power  and  influence,  and  France  will  be  encouraged  to 
resort  to  the  same  measures  upon  other  occasions ;  which 
will  have  a  great  tendency,  to  say  the  least,  to  bring  on 
war  at  no  very  distant  period. 

The  Cabinet  came  together  on  September  27,  and  after 
several  meetings  it  was  agreed  that  overtures  should  be  made 
to  France. 

Lord  Hoi-  What  the  Cabinet  determined  on,  or  at  least 
L?rd  Mel-  intended,  to-day  seems,  to  my  unfeigned  delight, 
^JJTte.  quite  sufficient  to  answer  the  great  purpose  of 
nrght^*^  peace,  provided  it  be  conveyed  to  Paris  speedily j 
iMo.  g^j^^i  communicated  in  as  friendly  a  spirit  as  it 
is  conceived.  If  you  were,  without  loss  of  time  (and 
why  should  not  you  ?),  to  tell  Guizot  in  a  note  that  his 
paper  was  received  with  pleasure  as  indicative  of  re- 
turning confidence ;  that  we  had  agreed  to  dissuade  the 
Sultan  from  insisting  on  the  dicheance  of  the  Viceroy,* 
and  that  when  we  had  concerted  with  others  the  manner 
of  doing  so  we  should  immediately  apprise  France 
formally  of  it ;  that  the  guarantees  for  the  balance  of 
power  suggested  in  his  paper  seemed  to  meet  the  ideas 
of  your  colleagues  as  a  fair  basis  on  which  to  work  out 
a  permanent  settlement — ^but  in  such  a  permanent  settle- 
ment there  must,  of  course,  be  no  departure  from  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  the  treaty,  though  we  and  you  hoped  all 
parties  to  that  treaty  would  be  ready  and  happy  to  dis- 
cuss with  France  the  means  of  reconciling  our  adherence 

^  The  Porte  had  decreed  the  deposition  of  the  PMha  on  Septembtf  14. 

I  I  3 
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to  it  with  the  views  of  France.  If  this,  or  half  this, 
were  said  promptly^  and  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  it 
is  my  conscientious  behef  that  peace  is  secured.  But 
if  formahties  tend  to  delay,  and  if  the  communication 
wlien  made  is  to  be  made  in  the  spirit  of  sticklin^r 
and  hajTgling  for  a  little  more  or  less,  and  not  in 
that  of  confidence  and  reconciliation,  then  and  in  that 
case  I  do  not  think  you  will  avert  tlie  calamity.  Any 
reverse  in  Syria — and  I  cannot  deem  it  improbable — 
would  destroy  not  only  the  grace,  but  the  benefit 
of  such  language  or  offer.  It  would  be  then  more 
humiliating  than  twice  the  quantity  of  concession  now^ 
and,  unless  the  Frencli  character  is  much  altered,  is 
likely  to  meet  with  ten  times  more  insolence  than  if 
made  in  the  moment  of  apparent  though  precarious 
triumph. 

Cavil  not  for  the  ninth  part  of  an  inch,  but  give 
w^hat  can  safely  be  s])ared  to  a  well-deserving  friend. 
What  is  given  in  that  spirit  and  soon  may  really  pur- 
chase good-will  and  re-establish  confidence.  Wliat  may 
be  extorted  from  a  niggardly  hand,  either  by  a  reverse  of 
fortune  or  by  hard  and  protracted  bargaining,  breeds 
distrust  and  dislike,  if  not  scorn  and  contempt. 

So  confident  am  I  that  peace  is  now  to  l)e  had,  and 
so  apprehensive  am  I  that  unless  you  strike  while  the 
iron  is  hot  the  opportunity  may  be  irretrievably  lost, 
that  at  the  risk  of  l)()ring  vou  I  have  written  this  lon*» 
l(*tt(*r,  to  urge  you  to  take  it  in  your  own  hcinds  so  far 
as  to  write  in  general  phraseology  the  favcnirable  result 
of  this  day's  Cabinet  to  Giiizot.  Two  persons  fullv 
autliorised  and  ecjually  dis])()sed  to  come  to  an  amicable 
agreement  might  settle  it  in  ten  minutes,  in  a  wav 
whi<*h  would  a])pense  the  Fren<*h  public,  satisfv  the 
ol.iligations  of  the  July  treaty,  and  se(mre  the  inte^'rilv 
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of  Turkey  and  Egypt  against  all  foreign  aggression. 
Liheravi  animam  meam.     Good  night. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  moming  received  yours  from  Bo- 
wHo^  wood.  You  will  probably^have  heard  at  the 
wi^wr  same  time  of  this  melancholy  and  sudden  event 
OH^&r  ^^  Holland  House.^  It  must  have  affected  you 
28, 1840.  •  ^  deeply,  particularly  you  and  Lansdowne. 
Charles  Howard  writes  me  word  that  he  has  seen  Lady 
Holland,  and  that  she  was  wonderfully  calm.  Dr.  Hol- 
land^ says  that  she  is,  as  it  were,  stunned,  and  that  it  is 
impossible  to  say  how  she  may  be  when  she  recovers 
from  the  effect  of  the  blow. 

With  respect  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  I  agree 
with  you  that  we  may  wait  until  we  see  the  effect  of 
our  last  communication,  and  the  tone  of  the  speech  of  the 
King  of  France  upon  the  28th  ;  if  that  tone  is  hostile, 
surely  we  shall  have  no  alternative  left. 

You  see  the  operations  on  the  coast  of  Syria.*  They 
have  been  prosecuted  with  much  skill  and  bravery  and 
enterprise ;  as  much  has  been  achieved  as  the  force 
could  achieve,  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  see  reason  to 
1)6  sanguine  about  the  final  result.  Falmerston  is  quite 
confident  of  clearing  the  country  of  the  Egyptians  almost 
iniinediately,  and  before  there  is  any  question  of  the 
fleets  leaving  the  coast.  Ponsonby  writes  more  madly 
tliau  ever.  Better,  he  says,  lose  the  fleet  than  abandon 
tlie  enterprise. 

Guizot  has  l:)een  here.  He  goes  on  Sunday  next, 
evidently  with   the  hope   and  design  of  supplanting 

>  The  death  of  Lord  Holland  on  October  22. 

^  The  father  of  the  present  Lord  Knntsford,  and  the  Mithor  of  the 
well-known  JRecolUction9  of  My  Past  Ltfe,  in  which  ii  to  be  finmd  a 
Hketx^h  of  Lord  Melboume*8  character. 

^  Beyrout  was  bombarded  on  August  80»  and  Sidon  on  Septembw  26 
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Thiers.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  yesterday,  in 
wliich  he  said  that  they  could  certainly  restrain  the 
warhke  IVelinfjfs  of  the  French  people  at  present,  but 
that  he  would  not  undertake  to  be  able  to  do  so  if  the 
operations  in  Syria  were  })rotracted.  By  the  way,  upon 
this  point  the  Frencli  say  one  day  one  thinjr,  and 
another,  another,  just  as  suits  the  present  object.  He 
evidently  hinted  to  nie  to  sav  somethin<]f  to  him*alx>ut 
Syria — somethinjj:  con(»eding  ])art  of  it;  which,  with 
my  knowledfxe  of  Palmerston's  opinion,  confirmed  by 
the  favourable  accounts  received  yesterday,  I  was  of 
course  unable  to  do. 

You  are  rijjht  about  the  press.  If  it  is,  as  it  is,  part 
of  the  nianajrenient  of  tlie  forei^rn  aflairs,  it  ought  to  be 
ik'termined  as  a  general  question.  But  I  have  long 
since  given  it  up  in  des])air ;  1  never  see  an  article 
wirK'li  I  entirely  and  in  all  respects  approve.  You  say 
we  should  adopt  a  tone  '  firm  without  insult.*  Certainly; 
but  did  you  ever  know  a  newsj)aper  adopt  such  a  tone? 
Are  they  capable  of  doing  it?  Is  it  in  their  nature? 
I  b(»lieve  not  ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
tlic  Times,  while  equally  hostile  to  France,  has  written 
upon  this  subject  in  a  tone  far  more  proper  and  be- 
coming than  the  Mitrnbuj  Chnnnde, 

IlilP  has  been  here  this  morning,  and  showed  me 
the  Duki*  of  Wellington's  letter  about  Dover  Castle  and 
lh(»  exposed  state  of  the  shi])ping  in  the  Downs.  .  I  told 
him  that  T  thought  he  might  safely  send  some  troops  to 
Dover  without  fear  of  creatiuL'  alarm. 

The  l)uk(^  of  Wellington  says  that  he  feels  seizure 
that  Tiouis  riiili])p(*  would  not  ])ermit  any  violent  art 
ofaggr-osion  ;  but  lu^  says  Louis  I*hihpp(»\s  life  has  Ix^en 
attempted,-  and   who   can   answtM*   for   any   su(*oeedin«» 

'  J,(»nl  Hill,  the  C'oiMniaMilcr-iii-C'liicf.        *  lU-  I>ariuci).  on  October  15. 
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jrovernmeiit  ?  He  adds,  but  can  we  trust  to  Louis 
Philippe's  power?  When  Thiers  was  Minister  before, 
he  ordered  troops  to  be  assembled  on  the  frontier  of 
Spain  without  the  King's  knowledge  and  against  his 
opinion.  Why  may  he  not  give  a  similar  order  with 
reference  to  England  now  ?  There  is  much  shrewdness 
in  this.     I  have  not  time  to  read  this  over. 

It  was  evident  that  the  supreme  moment  had  arrived. 
Thiers,  towards  the  end  of  October,  announced  his  intention  of 
calling  out  an  extraordinary  conscription  of  150,000  men,  and 
of  summoning  the  Chambers  for  the  sanction  of  fresh  military 
preparations.  Lord  Melbourne  saw  that  something  must  be 
done,  and  at  once  addressed  a  strong  remonstrance  to  Louis 
Philippe  through  the  King  of  the  Belgians.'  Unfortunately  no 
copy  of  the  letter  has  been  preserved.  But  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  was  couched  in  language  befitting  the  occasion. 
Lord  Palinerston's  free  version,  given  in  1865  to  Mr.  Hay  ward, 
was:  ' Thiers s  announcement  is  a  threat.  By  Grod!  I  won't 
stand  it.  If  this  goes  on  T  will  immediately  call  Parliament 
together,  and  see  what  they  think  of  it.*  The  version  given  by 
Haikes,  and  corroborated  by  Victor  Cousin,  then  a  Minister  of 
liouis  Philip])e,  who  saw  the  identical  letter,  is  even  more  oat^ 
spoken :  ^  If  France  persists  in  her  hostile  armaments  England 
will  take  very  summary  measures  to  balayer  them  at  once.' 
The  result  was  immediate.  Louis  Philippe  declined  to  conn- 
t(>nance  a  warlike  speech  on  the  opening  of  the  Chambers,  and 
the  Thiers  Ministry  came  to  an  end. 

Lord  Palmerston  was  naturally  jnbilant : — 

Lord  Pal-  King  Leopold's  letter  confirms  what  I  have 
Lord  Mel-  ofteu  Said  and  have  long  believed — ^namely, 
jmnio.      ^j^^^  ^y^^  French  armaments  have  been  a  man- 

'  '  I  hnvo  written  to  Leopold  to  represent  as  strongly  as  I  can  (he  diffi« 
cuhy  ill  whicli  the  armaments  of  France  place  us,  and  to  urge  him  to 
])ersuAde  her  to  relax  both  her  language  and  preparations*  (to  Lord  John 
ICiissoU,  October  20).  The  letter  must  have  been  written  abont  the  10th. 
It  will  1)0  observed  that  Lord  Melbonme  on  the  28rd  was  not  aware  of 
Thier8*s  resignation  on  the  20th.  Guizot  himself  was  not  fully  informed 
until  the  24th  (Oreville,  part  iL  voL  i.  p.  d4a,  foot-note). 
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Oct  >»K'r  cciivre  for  tlie  ])uri30se  of  producinjjf  an  effect 
l)eyoiid  tlieir  reality,  in  fact,  a  mere  trick ; 
anil  tliat  while  the  French  Government  were  trvin<jf  to 
lri<rhten  all  Europe  into  concession  by  pretended  anna- 
ments,  they  were,  in  fact,  not  doinp:  more  than  completing 
their  rejrular  peace  establishment,  which  has  of  late 
years  been  let  down  l)elow  its  proper  amount.  But 
this  shows  how  weak  and  ill-informed  those  people  have 
bje?n  who  would  have  had  us  <nve  wav  to  threats  of  war 
which  rested  upon  no  solid  fomulation;  because,  in  truth, 
tliose  armaments  whicth  the  Fi'ench  Government  and  its 
friends  in  England  have  tried  to  represent  as  the  in- 
difations  of  war  were,  on  the  contrary,  proofs  of  the 
incapacity  of  France  to  make  war,  because  they  pix>ved 
that  her  a(?tual  force  is  below  even  her  peace  establish- 
ment, and  it  is  clear  that,  before  she  can  make  war,  she 
nuist  have  a  war  establishment.  Tlierefore  this  letter 
of  Leopold's,  if  the  statement  wiiicli  it  contains  is 
correct,  brushes  away  at  once  the  whole  web  of  decei>- 
tion  about  imminent  war  by  which  some  people  have 
endeavoured  to  blind  our  eves. 

Another  remarkable  point  is  the  maimer  in  which 
what  has  happened  since  that  letter  was  wiitten  has 
shown  the  faUacy  of  the  ar«j:ument  which  it  contains — 
that  the  King  could  not  get  rid  of  Thiers  w^itliout  the 
greatest  danger  unless  Thiers  should  be  outvoted  in  the 
Chamber. 

Instead  of  that  the  King  /nis  got  rid  of  Thiers  with 
the  great<*st  ease,  and  Thiei's,  it  s(*ems,  is  going,  iK)t  into 
bitter  (»j)p<)siti<>n,  but  to  cultivate  tlu^  line  arts  and  to 
write  more  histories  in  Italy.  I)e[)end  upon  it  this 
retirement  (jf  TITkm-s  is  only  anolhei*  act  of  the  meli>- 
(liania  which  he  and  the  King  hav(*  been  for  some  time 
pa>t    ])layiMg.      I'lie    King  gave  Thiers  j)erniissii>n    lo 
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bully  and  swagger  and  threaten,  and  to  gain  all  he 
could  by  so  doing,  provided  he  did  not  go  to  the  extent 
of  war ;  and  the  King  himself  played  up  to  Thiers's 
acting  in  this  respect,  and  by  hints  and  innuendoes,  and 
hopes  that  he  should  not  be  forced,  and  fears  that  he 
should  be  forced,  and  assurances  that  he  would  stand 
out  as  long  as  he  could,  but  that  he  could  not  answer 
for  events,  did  all  he  decently  could  to  back  up  Thiers 
and  help  his  stratagem. 

But  it  was  manifest  from  the  beginning  that  if  Thiers  | 
did  not  succeed  in  frightening  us  he  would  be  obliged  toj 
go  out ;  and  could  not  meet  the  Cliamber  as  Minister.! 
liecause,  though  he  had  carefully  abstained  from  any- 
thing that  could  commit  the  King  with  foreign  powers 
on  the  question  of  peace  and  war,  he  had  been  obliged, 
in  order  to  play  up  to  the  lamps,  to  commit  himself 
])ersonally  with  the  public  in  Paris.   Well,  we  have  stood { 
liiin,  and  have  not  allowed  ourselves  to  be  made  dupes ; 
and  therefore  Tliiers  goes  out.     The  question  then  was, 
how  he  was  to  get  off  the  stage.     He  could  not  go  off 
kneeling  any  more  than  the  dramatis  personcB  in  the 
'  Critic '  ;*  and  so,  according  to  the  most  approved  method 
of  getting  the  hero  aw^ay,  he  went  off  in  heroics. 

If  you  remember,  Seymour  •  told  us  a  fortnight  ago 
that  he  knew  the  Queen  of  the  Belgians  had  heard  from 
h(*r  family  that  Thiers  was  to  propose  things  which  he 
kni^w  beforehand  the  King  would  not  agree  to.  And  so  it 
has  been,  and  a  very  well-arranged  wind-up  it  has  been; 

*  After  the  prayer  to  Mars : — 

ruff.  You  could  uot  go  off  kneeling,  could  you  ? 

Sir  Walter.  0  no,  air,  impossible  I 

Puff.  It  would  have  a  good  effecl,  i*  faith,  if  you  could  exeunt  prmying; 
Yi>s,  and  would  vary  the  established  mode  of  springing  off  with  a  glaaee  fti 
the  pit. 

'^  Sir  Ilainiltou  Seymour,  afterwards  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg. 
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"^riiiers  saves  his  consistency  witli  the  French  peoj)le,  and 
the  Kin<r  saves  his  pacific  relations  with  Europe.  Soult 
havinjr  been  tlie  person  who  made  all  those  pledges  and 
declarations  about  Turkey  which  tied  up  and  embar- 
rassed Thiers,  he  comes  into  power  again,  and  can  act 
up  to  his  own  pledges  without  any  embarrassment  what- 
ever ;  and  if  the  King  does  not  succeed  in  getting  from 
ns  in  formd  pan-peris  and  out  of  our  compiission  those 
concessions  wliicli  he  has  been  unable  to  extort  bv 
threats  and  from  our  fears,  he  will  find  no  difficulty 
with  his  present  administration  in  acquiescing  in  any 
settlement  of  the  Turkish  question  which  the  four 
powers  may  insist  upon  as  conformable  with  the 
treaty.  The  temporary  excitement  which  the  King 
allowed  Tliiers  to  get  up  may  for  some  little  time  be 
an  embarrassment  to  the  Frenctli  Government ;  but  the 
IVace  party  is  beyond  comparison  the  most  powerful, 
and  when  the  Government  throws  its  weight  into  that 
scale  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  preponderate. 

With  respect  to  the  general  treaty  which  King  Ijeo- 
pold  speaks  of,  I  conceive  that  3'ou  would  be  quite 
ready  to  conclude  a  treaty,  in  conjunction  with  France 
and  the  other  powers,  for  affordhig  to  the  Sultan,  for 
a  limited  time  to  come,  support  against  internal  and 
(external  danger — assuming  always  that  the  present 
(piestions  are  first  to  be  settled  a(*cording  to  the  treaty; 
and  I  really  think  that  you  will  find  the  whole  matter  in 
Svria  satisfactorilv  arran<fed  in  the  next  two  months. 

As  to  what  the  Duke  of  Wellington  has  written  to 
King  Leoi)old,  I  do  not  see  how  he  could  have  said 
anything  else;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  I'ivil 
(•x|)r(*ssions  of  the  T)nk(\  writing  out  of  office,  from 
Wahn(M\  ought  lu^ccssarilv  to  be  taken  literally  ])v  us 
a^  a  guide  tnr  our  eondn<-l. 
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Just  as  matters  seemed  to  be  improving,  Lord  Jobn  Rnssell 
discovered  that  Lord  Palmerston  had  declined  the  Austrian  pro- 
l)osiil  of  a  congress  for  the  settlement  of  disputes,  and  it  was 
witli  difficulty  that  he  could  be  prevented  from  resigning.^ 

Lord  Moi-  I  HAVE  just  received  your  letter.  I  think  you 
Lordlio^hn  ^^^^  ^^^^  clespatcli  to  wliicli  it  adverts  much  too 
windiJor  seriously.  It  was  not  intended,  as  I  take  it, 'to 
ortobersi  reject  all  negotiation  for  the  future,  but  meant 
^^^"-  to  say  that  at  the  present  moment  it  was  not 
j)rudent  to  establish  such  a  congress. 

I  am  sure  that  if  you  think  seriously  for  a  moment 
you  will  not  take  the  step  which  your  letters  seem  to 
intimate. 

We  have  now  a  prospect — and  it  appears  to  me  a 
very  good  one — of  settling  this  matter  amicably.  Your 
retiring  would  overthrow  this  at  once,  and  the  arrange- 
ment which  you  mention  would  have  the  effect  of 
deciding  the  question  of  peace  or  war  for  the  latter. 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  not  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
the  country  to  an  offence  of  your  own,  however  great 
it  may  be. 

r^oniMei-  It  is  almost  useless  for  me  to  say  anything. 

i!onr.jo*^  You  have,  of  course,  considered  all  the  grounds 

winaiir  ^^^^  conseciuences  of  such  a  step  before  you 

N^t'lnlur  ^letermined  upon  taking  it  at  such  a  moment. 

1, 1H40.  jj.  i^^^st^  Qf  course,  break  up  the  Government. 

You  will  be  considered  as  resigning  for  peace,  and  so 
many  will  follow  you  in  that  view  that  the  remnant 
will  be  quite  unable  to  undertake  the  affairs  of  the 
country.  Supposing  what  you  meant  to  intimate  in 
your  letter,  which  I  received  yesterday,  were  to  take 
l)hice — that  your  place  could  be  filled,  and  Palmerston 

'  Greville,  part  ii.  vol.  i.  p.  845. 
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substituted  for  you  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  no 
otliers  change — I  own  I  shall  be  unwilling  [to  continue] 
my  present  responsibility  under  the  impression  which 
would  be  created  in  France  and  Europe  by  your  retir- 
ing and  Palmerston's  remaining  and  acquiring  additional 
weight  and  influence. 

AVliat  I  mean  by  a  fair  prospect  of  settling  the  aflair 
is  this.  If  we  were  to  succeed  promptly  in  Syria — which 
I  do  not  expect — the  affair  could  be  arranged. 

If  w^e  ai'c  compelled  to  witlidraw^  our  force  and  sus- 
pend operations — which  I  do  expect — it  is  quite  evident 
that  the  Cal)inet  w^ill  be  for  taking  measures  to  settle 
tlie  difference  by  ne<rotiation.  To  these  measures  Pal- 
merston,  I  think,  would  very  likely  not  have  agreed ; 
but  that^  in  my  opinion,  would  have  been  the  time  for 
bringing  matters  to  the  decision  to  which  you  are 
Ijringing  them  now. 

I  sent  Pahnerston  youv  letter  of  yesterday,  and  de- 
sired him  either  to  write  to  you  or  to  see  you  about  it. 

I  will  come  up  to  London  to-morrow,  and  should  be 
gUid  to  find  you — at  any  rate  on  Tuesday  morning. 

• 

Louis  Philippe  was  most  anxious  that  something  should  be 
(lone  to  give  tlie  new  Soult-Guizot  ^linistry  a  status,  and  a 
sjtj^nificant  passage  from  one  of  liis  letters  to  the  King  of  the 
15olgiaiis  was  transmitted  to  Lord  Melbourne  :  * — '  No  nous  y 
tr(>m])ons  pas.  Le  point  de  drpart  cVst  le  renversement  ou  la 
(ronsolidation  du  ministrre  actut*!.  8'il  est  renvers^,  cent  Ut  tjuerre 
a  ftint  in'i\r t<iiicic  dun  170o  perfvd'umm'.  S*il  est  consolide.  c'est 
la  ]>{iix  fjui  tri(>ni])lie.  Mais  il  faut  se  drix'cher,  car  vous  savez 
<jin'  It's  trtt's  gauloiscs  sont  hien  mobiles.' 

The  <|uestiun,  howeviT,  was  to  be  fought  out  in  the  Tx'vant. 

'  There  is  nothing  to  show  how  the  frn^unt,  which  is  Bi^^ed  by 
Louis  r]iilip)ir',  WHS  coiiiiiiunic.itfd  to  Lord  Mrlboiirnc.  Tho  wholv  letter, 
tlic  (late  of  which  is  Novi'iiilxT  <»,  is  to  bo  foiiiul  in  the  livvne  JUtro^ 
s/,triirt\ii  colJcclioii  of  w.- tret  documents  iiuule  public  after  the  revoluiion 

of  iy-i«. 
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Early  in  December  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Acre  reached  London, 
and  with  the  submission  of  the  Pasha  the  period  of  suspense 
came  to  an  end. 

Lord  Mel-  ESTIMATES  must  depend  upon  circumstances. 
i^rHohii  If  ^^^^  Ecost  is  settled,  as  I  trust  it  will  be,  and 
D^^iier  indeed  is,  it  will,  of  course,  be  unnecessary  to 
9, 1840.  keep  up  our  present  force  in  the  Mediterranean, 
or  anything  like  it.  But  if  France  persists  in  her  pre- 
sent armaments,  in  having  twenty-five  sail  of  the  line 
ready  for  sea,  backed  by  an  augmented  army,  we  must 
have  an  equal,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  superior, 
fleet.     The  country  must  pay  for  safety  and  defence. 

Meanwhile  the  Chinese  war  had  been  dragging  on,  and  after 
the  mouth  of  the  Canton  river  had  been  forced,  Captain  Elliot 
concluded  a  preliminary  treaty  with  the  Celestial  Government. 

Lord  Mel-  I  RETURN  you  Haxvcy's  letters.  He  is  a  very 
iTrd'john  foolish  fellow,  but  I  had  the  same  feeling  for  him 
DoJl^ii'g  ^^^^^  yo^  have,  and  if  you  think  that  the  ability 
Ai!rii*8o  ^^^  ^^  shown  as  Premier  of  New  Brunswick 
1841.  renders  you  secure  in  trusting  to  him  New- 
foundland in  its  present  condition,  I  have  no  objection. 
Palmerston  is  much  dissatisfied  with  the  Chinese 
treaty,  particularly  with  the  amount  of  indemnity  and 
the  time  f^iveii  for  the  payment  of  it,  and  so  am  I. 
Palmerston  is,  or  was,  for  disavowing  Elliot  and  the 
treaty  and  renewing  the  demands  which  he  was  in- 
structed to  make,  but  which  it  seems  he  never  did  make. 
I  have  great  doubts  of  this.  The  treaty  as  it  stands 
saves  our  honour  and  produces  all  the  necessary  moral 
effect.  To  renew  the  war  would  keep  the  whole  thing 
alive,  wliicli  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  dose.  If 
we  break  a  treaty  clearly  concluded  by  our  plenipo- 
tentiary the  Cliinese  will  be  convinced  that  we  never 
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meant  to  deserve  that  or  any  other  treaty ;  and  if  we 
should  obtain  a  hirjjer  compensation,  whicii  is  uncertain, 
it  certainly  will  not  be  so  much  larger  as  to  pay  for  the 
increased  expense  to  which  we  shall  put  ourselves. 

Lord  Palmerston's  views,  however,  prevailed,  and  Elliot  was 
disavowed  and  recalled. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 

PATRONAGE 
1836-1841 

Lord  Melbottrne's  patronage  cost  him  many  an  anxioas  moment. 
He  declined  additional  honours  for  himself,  and,  despite  the 
weakness  of  the  Government  in  the  House  of  Lords,  he  was  most 
sparing  and  scrupulous  in  recommending  creations  of  peers. 
*  It  will  be  apparent,'  wrote  Lord  John  Russell  to  him  in  1836, 
^  that  you  have  been  more  moderate  in  your  creations  than  any 
of  your  predecessors.'  He  seems,  though  careless  of  State 
papers  of  vital  importance,  to  have  carefully  preserved  all  appli- 
cations for  appointments  and  promotions,  and  his  refusals  of 
demands  which  he  thought  unworthy  of  consideration  were 
couched  in  terms  of  crushing  severity.  But  his  answers  would  be 
pointless  without  the  names  of  the  applicants,  and  those  names, 
for  obvious  reasons,  it  would  be  unfair  to  give.  There  was  a 
familiar  reply  of  his  to  an  earl  soliciting  a  marquisate,  which 

began,  '  My  dear ,  how  can  you  be  such  a  damned  fool  ?  * 

Of  another  seeker  after  honours  and  rewards  he  asked,  '  Confound 
it,  does  he  want  a  Garter  for  his  other  leg  ? '  To  a  colonial 
governor  who  wished  to  take  a  title  which  would  be  reminiscent 
of  his  aduiinistration  he  wrote,  '  Is  it  not  too  much  like  Sdpio 
Africanus  ?  ' 

It  was  the  same  with  his  ecclesiastical  appointments.  *  Damn 
it,  another  bishop  dead  ! '  is  the  manner  in  which  he  is  relati^d 
to  have  received  the  news  of  a  vacancy  on  the  episcopal  bench. 
l^ut  the  vacancy  was  not  filled  up  without  much  deliberation; 
and  liord  Melbourne  is  almost  the  only  Premier  of  whom  it  can 
be  said  that  he  was  intimately  acqaainted  with  the  writings  of 
those  whom  he  promoted.     Some  of  his  motives  are  cnrions :— 
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I  take to  ])e  a  mere  literary  man ;  and  literary 

men  are  seldom  good  lor  anythinjr. 

Dr. is  one  of  those  men  whom  the  Wlu<{s  call 

a  Tory ;  whom  the  Tories  call  a  fair  man,  inclined  to 
Whig  opinions ;  and  wlio  calls  himself  a  man  of  no  ])oli- 
tics.  Such  men  are  for  the  most  part,  if  not  always, 
really  Tories;  at  least,  quite  unprepared  to  support  the 
Whigs  in  any  measures  of  novelty  or  magnitude.* 

I  believe  that  I  have  been  misinformed  after  all 
about  the  Deanery  of  Exeter,  and  that  it  is  in  the  jrift 
of  the  Crown.     There  is  much  application  for  it,  and 

writes  in  the  greatest  anxiety,  saying  that  they 

want  a  man  of  the  firmest  character  and  the  greatest 
abilities  to  cope  with  that  devil  of  a  bishop,  who  inspires 
more  terror  than  ever  Satan  did.  If  it  is  in  the  gift  of 
the  Crown  Wrio  shall  have  it,  and  I  wish  you  would 
write  and  tell  him  so.  I  think  his  aristocratic  name 
and  title  will  be  of  advantage  to  him  in  his  contest  with 
the  Prince  of  Darkness,  of  whom,  however,  it  must  Ije 
said  that  he  is  a  gentleman.* 

The  outcry  which  followed  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Hampden 
to  the  Regius  Professorship  of  Divinity  at  Oxford  will  long  1>e 
remembered.  It  would  appear  from  the  following  letter  that 
Lord  ^lelbounie  had  already  proposed  to  give  him  preferment. 

T^miMoi-  ^^i'^>^'  consideration  of  all  tlie  names  which  we 

Anh"'^  reviewed,  and  of  all  the    conversations  which 

wimMy.  ^^'^'  '***^^  "^  London,  it  appears  to  me,  upon  the 

{iui!"s!mih  ^^'^^^^l^N  ^'^*^t  T^''-  Hampden  would  be  the  safest 

orZu-v  ^*'i^>i<*^-     I^  i^  i)robable  that  the  see  which   it 

i;i,  im;j.-,.  j^^.^y  ]yQ  in  ,ny  po^ver  to  offer  liim  will  be  but  a 

poor  one;  and  I   wish   to   know  whether  you    cduIcI 

'  To  Lord  Jolin  Kusscll.  Afav  1.  1S.S0. 
•  To  J. on  I  .luhii  KusmII,  .lainiarv  \K  ISyy. 
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witliout  pledging  me  to  make  the  offer,  which  is  always 
very  inconvenient,  ascertain  whether,  if  it  were  made, 
he  would  l)e  willing  to  accept  it.  K  you  can  quietly 
obtain  any  information  for  me  upon  this  point  I  shall 
feel  much  obliged  to  you  for  it. 

^    , ,  ,     I  AM  very  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  letter. 

Lord  Mel-  -^  i    j         -.1.  j       •   • 

bourne  to    1  ncvcr  was  more  puzzled  with   any  aecision 

Archbiahop  , 

whateiy.     that  I  had  to  make.     I  feel  that  the  appoint- 

EecIoHiaB-  /»        i  •    i  i 

ticai  Com-   ment,  for  reasons,  to  many  of  which  you  ad- 
January      vcrt  111  your  letter,  IS  more  important  than  that 
of  the  bishop.     The  appointment  is  a  lucra- 
tive one.  .  .  . 

Now  it  appears  to  me  that  a  man  should  devote  his 
whole  time  to  his  professorship  and  his  living,  and 
should  not  be  also  the  head  of  a  house,  or  be  encum- 
l)ered  with  any  other  public  occupation.  I  now  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  you  and  ask  your  opinion  upon  a  list 
which  has  been  given  to  me  by  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury of  persons  whom  he  conceives  to  \)e  best  qualified 
to  succeed  to  Dr.  Burton  : — 

Mr.  Pusey,  the  Professor  of  Hebrew. 

Dr.  Shuttleworth,  Master  of  New  College. 

Mr.  Ogilvie,  late  Fellow  of  Balliol  College,  one  of 

the  Archbishop's  chaplains. 
Mr.  Newsman,  of  Oriel. 
Mr.  Ke])le,  of  Oriel. 
Mr.  Miller,  of  Worcester  College. 
Dr.  Short,  Rector  of  St.  George's,  Bloomsbury. 
Dr.  Goddard,  Archdeacon  of  Lincoln. 
Fiom  another  quarter  there  has  been  mentioned  to 
me  Dr.  Cramer,  Head  of  New  Inn  Hall. 

None  of  these  names  proving  satisfactory,  Lord  MeUxmme, 
oil  the  advice  of  Archbishop  Whateiy  and  Bishop  Coplestoti, 

JLK 
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recurred  to  Dr.  Hampden.  The  Professor  designate  could  not 
hold  his  tongue  until  the  appointment  was  confirmed,  and  the 
fat  was  in  the  fire. 

Viscount  Melbourne  presents  his  humble  duty 
bourne  to  tc)  vour  Maiestv,  and  res])ectfullv  acknowledires 
South  your  jlaiestvs  conununication,  wluch  viscount 
Februkry     Mclboume   rcceivod   hist    ni<rht,  and  has  this 

niorninj^  submitted  to  your  Majesty's  confiden- 
tial servants. 

Viscount  Melbourne  is  very  mucli  concerned  to  find 
that  any  difficulty  should  arise  in  your  Majesty's  mind 
with  respect  to  the  completion  of  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Hampden  to  the  Itejrius  Professorsliip  of  Divinity  in 
Oxford,  which  your  Majesty  had  ap])royed  by  your 
letter  of  the  10th  inst.  addressed  to  Viscount  Mell)Oume. 
Your  Majesty  will  feel  that  this  question  affects  deeply 
many  gi-eat  interests,  both  ])ersonal  and  political. 

It  much  concerns,  in  the  first  place,  the  personal 
honour  and  character  of  your  Majesty's  confidential 
servants,  and  of  Viscount  Mellxuirm*  in  i)articnlar,  who 
has  made  this  recommendation.  It  touches  still  more 
deeply  the  nun-al  and  reli;/ious  character  of  Dr.  Hampden 
himself,  seeinjr  that  it  accuses  him  of  not  believing  the 
Articles  which  he  has  sij/ncd  and  the  faith  which  he  con- 
tinues to  ])rofess.  It  tends  to  diminish  your  Majesty's 
l)ow(»r  and  preiOLrative,  by  which  the  ai)pointnient  to 
tliis  situation  is  vestcHl  exclusively  in  your  Majesty, 
witlunit  bein<ir  subiect  to  anv  other  control  or  dictation 
whatever.  It  seiiously  infrin^a*s  ui)on  the  rijrhts  of 
l)rivate  judj/ment  and  fi'ce  iiKjuiry,  which  are  the  foun- 
dations of  the  Protestant  faith;  and  it  sa])S  the  {Xivat 
principle  of  tolcM-atioii,  the  ^n*eat  i^dory  of  this  ajre  and 
of  your  Maj(*sty's  rejon.  Finally,  it  seriously  endangers 
the  I'cal  interests  of  the  Church  <>f  Enjrland,  into  which 
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it  introduces  scliisiu  and  division,  and  which  has  already 
enemies  enough  without  by  proscription  or  exclusion 
raising  up  to  herself  others,  and  those  amongst  her 
most  eminent  and  distinguished  children.  .  .  . 

Viscount  Melboiu-ne  considered  [the  representations 
and  arguments  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and 
York]  to  be  mere  clamour  and  outcry ;  and  to  unreason- 
able agitation  Viscount  Melbourne  is  very  little  disposed 
to  vield,  whether  it  arise  in  universities  or  elsewhere. 
Viscount  Melbourne  has  some  practical  knowledge  of 
universities,  and  in  his  opinion  there  is  in  those  bodies 
as  much  bitterness,  as  much  faction,  as  much  violence, 
as  much  prejudice  as  there  ever  was  in  any  public 
assemljly  or  popular  club,  let  them  have  been  composed 
how  they  may.  ...  To  what  do  the  charges  against 
Dr.  Hampden  amount  ?  That  Dr.  Hampden  is  laiown 
to  have  exi)ressed  himself  in  printed  publications  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  produce  on  the  minds  of  many  an 
impression  that  he  maintains  doctrines  and  principles 
fundamentally  opi)osed  to  the  integrity  of  the  Gn*istian 
faith.  Is  this  sufficient?  Is  his  faith  to  be  denied  upon 
such  grounds  as  these — *  an  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  many,'  without  even  stating  whether  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  signed  the  paper  the  impression  is  just? 
There  are  innumerable  impressions  upon  the  minds  of 
many,  but  who  ever  considered  such  impressions  as  any 
proof  against  the  person  whom  they  affected? 

Your  Majesty  wnll  perceive  that  Viscount  Melbourne 
has  already  conversed  wnth  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
l)ury,  as  well  as  the  Archbishop  of  York,  upon  this 
sul)ject,  and  that  their  opinion  has  not  shaken  his 
determination  to  advise  your  Majesty  to  appoint  Dr. 
Hampden.  Viscount  Mell)oume,  in  obedience  to  your 
Majesty's  commands,  will  again  see  the  Archbishop  of 

K  K  3 


500  LORD  MELBOUKNE'S   PAPERS 

Oanterl)ury ;  but  unless  liis  Grace  ran  produce  something 
much  more  decisive  and  co<«:ent  tliaii  any  of  his  previous 
arguments,  your  Majesty  will  perceive  tliat  it  will  be 
impossible  that  Viscount  Melbourne  should  alter  an 
opinion  which  Viscount  Melbourne  conceives  himself 
to  have  formed  upon  the  soinidest  and  most  certain 
grounds. 

ArehhiBhop  WiiKN  you  ask  whether  Arnold  is  open  to  any 
S)^*Mei*^  reasonable  objection  on  the  ground  of  any 
PYi^ite.  heterodoxy  in  his  works,  and  I  answer — as  I 
Fcbni^  can  without  hesitation — certainly  not^  I  have 
21, 1830.  literally  complied  with  your  lordship's  re(iue8t, 
and  if  this  is  exactly  all  you  want  vou  may  save  your- 
self  the  trouble  of  reading  what  follows. 

But  I  think  it  right  to  add  this  observation,  that  the 
imputation  of  heresy  (whic^h  you  know  exists  already 
against  him)  is  likely  to  be  kept  up  and  urged,  on  as 
good  grounds  as  against  Hampden,  and  in  some  respects 
on  very  similar  grounds  : — 

1.  One  cause  is  that  both,  being  men  of  independent 
mind,  are  acMUistomed  to  express  even  generally  received 
notions  in  such  terms  as  seem  to  themselves  most  ap- 
propriate, without  tying  themselves  down  to  hackneve<l 
phrases.  Xow,  there  is  always  a  large  portion  of  man- 
kind who  do  not  recognise  their  oicn  opinions  (so  called) 
wIkmi  clothed  in  any  unusual  (expression.  And  hence, 
many  conclude  that  a  man  differs  from  them  even  where 
he  does  not  if  he  varies  his  phraseology  ever  so  little. 

2.  There  are  many  who  cannot  distinguish  anion<r 
the  opinions  they  hold  what  are  and  wliat  are  not 
\)i)v{\o\\^  o^  {\w  creed  <tf  their  Church,  .  .  .  Whether  the 
Tfospel  of  St.  Matthew  was  originally  written  in  Greek 
or   in    Hebrew;    whether    IVter    ever    was    at    Rome; 


PATRONAGE  501 

whether  Paul  ever  was  in  Britain,  &c.,  are  points  on 
wlu(!li  divines  of  our.  Church  have  differed  and  which  it 
has  left  open — thoujifh  there  must  be  a  mistake  on  one 
side  or  the  otlier  of  those  who  have  maintained  opposite 
opinions.  But  there  are  many  men  who,  satisfied  of 
tlieir  own  orthodoxy,  at  once  pronounce  a  man  heterodox 
who  does  not  agree  with  them  on  every  point.  And  this 
is  as  connnon  in  other  matters  as  in  religion.  *  Disloyal  * 
and  '  unconstitutionar  are  terms  just  as  rashly  poured 
forth  by  ix)Uticians  (often  in  misjudging  sincerity)  on 
their  opponents  in  respect  of  points  in  which,  though 
only  one  side  can  l)e  in  the  right,  both  may  be  equally 
amstitutionaL 

3.  Many  trump  up  a  charge  of  heresy,  disloyalty, 
or  wliat  not  (and  often  bring  themselves  in  time 
sincerely  to  believe  it)  from  some  aversion  to  the  man 
on  other  grounds,  wliether  of  personal  jealousy  or  dis- 
like to  some  other  i)ortion  of  his  (real  or  supposed) 
conduct  or  tenets.  Arnold  is  a  Whig.  Hampden  is  not 
a  Tory.  And  he  was  for  the  relaxation  of  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Articles  at  matriculation.  Hence  it  is  t.hat 
nuMi  now  bring  a  charge  of  heresy  against  him  which, 
if  they  had  been  sincere  and  honest,  they  would  have 
brouglit  before  the  regular  tribunal  three  or  four  years 
ago,  wlien  he  wiis  delivering  before  the  University  of 
Oxford  and  printing  at  the  University  Press  the  sermons 
which  tliev  char<re  with  Socinianism.  How  much  the 
same  sort  of  feeUng  operates  with  regard  to  Arnold  you 
may  understand  from  a  dialogue  between  a  friend  of 
mine  and  a  man  wliom  I  also  know,  holding  a  situation 
of  eminence  in  the  Church,  and  not  more  prejudiced 
and  narrow-minded  than  the  majority,  though  much 
more  fiank  in  his  avowals.  On  hearing  a  high  opinion 
(expressed  of  A.'s  sennons  he  observed,  *How  can  you 
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apply  such  expressions  to  the  works  of  a  fellow  like 
tliat?'  '  Because  I  think  they  deserve  them.'  'Don't 
you  know  wliat  ojMnions  he  expressed  on  tlie  French 
Itevolution?'  'None  at  all  in  his  sennons;  they  do  not 
treat  of  the  French  Eevolution.'  '  Oh,  I  can't  bear  aiiy- 
thhi}/  that  conies  from  such  a  man  as  that.' 

I  myself  differ  from  Arnold  in  some  important  points, 
while  I  r(»frard  him  as  one  of  the  most  sinjrle-heartetl, 
})ul)Hc-s])irite(l,  and  amicable  men  in  the  world ;  hut  it 
is  remarkable  that  those  who  hold  him  in  the  jrreatest 
abhorrence  have  quite  mistaken  some  of  his  opinions, 
and  do,  in  reality,  a^n-ee  with  him  cm  pohits  in  which  I 
strongly  disagree,  though  his  appUvatiim  and  theirs  of 
their  connnon  ])rincii)les  are  widely  different.  ...  I 
should  like,  indeed,  to  see  the  terms  of  our  conmiunion 
enlarged,  though  not  to  anything  hke  the  degree  which 
A.  proposes,  who  would  introduce  a  mere  nominal 
agr(*ement,  leading  only  to  a  great  hicrease  of  real 
discord.  .  .  . 

I  rejoice  that  your  lordship  has  upheld  (as  it  seems 
to  me)  the  prerogative  against  the  attempt  of  a  self-^ 
(umstituted  bodv  of  advisers  aimin<r  at  a  veto  on  the 
ai)i)ointments  of  the  Crown. 

TIam])den  will  be  much  gratified  at  your  just  a])pre- 
ciation  of  his  merits.  When  I  ccmsider  icho  were  anionu 
the  fon^most  of  his  oppcments — that  such  men  had  lx*en 
recommended  for  such  an  ()fli(*e — I  cannot  but  feel  a 
>atisfaction  in  having  given  (though  it  was  probably  un- 
necessary) an  opinion  of  them  wliicli  exi)erience  has  so 
sadlv  vcrilicMl. 

« 

r.S. —  Hampden  was  chiefly  unpoi)ular  at  ( hrjurd 
from  tmiflrin'tiud  causes.  I  do  not  think  be  wtnild 
have  liceii   so  iiuicli  o|)|)(>mm1  as  A.  in  a|)])ointnu*nl   to 

tlic  heiicli. 
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Although  I  cannot  be  expected  to  concur  in 
ix.uriuito  many  or  tlie  conclusions  oi  your  letter,  and 
South  *  altliouiih  I  luive  read  many  of  the  statements 
Fei.rniiry  wliicli  it  coiitaiiis  ^vitll  the  deepest  concern,  I 
liave  yet  derived  great  satisfaction  from  the 
confidence  and  openness  of  tlie  communication.  I  have 
only  to  express  my  wisli  tliat  I  had  received  it  before  ; 
that  I  had  received  it  durinj^  that  not  sliort  interval 
which  took  place  l)efore  I  determined  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Hampden,  and  during  those  anxious  en- 
quiries which  I  made  in  order  to  guide  my  judgment  in 
that  imjxn'tant  decision.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that 
the  information  that  you  have  now  imparted  would,  if  it 
had  been  then  aflbrdiMl,  have  altered  my  determination ; 
l)ut  I  certainly  should  liave  paid  it  that  respectful 
and  serious  attention  to  which  its  own  weight  and  the 
character  and  station  of  its  author  entitled  it. 

Hie  understanding  which  you  descril)e  to  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  Univeisity  respecting  the  measures  which 
1  took  and  the  ])ersons  whom  I  consulted  is,  like  all 
intonnation  collec'ted  from  general  rumour,  partly  true 
and  ])artly  false.  It  would  have  been,  in  my  opinion, 
better  not  to  have  depended  upcm  it,  but  to  have 
communicated  privately  that  information  of  which 
you  thought  it  material  that  I  should  be  in  possession. 
People  do  not  like  others,  however  they  may  respect 
tJHMu,  to  be  applied  to  iii)on  their  ])usiness,  especially  if 
that  ,q)])lication  be  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  and 
overiuling  them  ;  and  if  you  want  a  thing  done,  take  my 
a(lvic(%  and  hereafter  go  to  the  man  who  has  to  do  it. 

However,  your  letter  has  entirely  removed  any 
feeling  of  ollence  which  might  have  arisen  in  my  mind, 
and  I  .iin  little  d(»sirous  of  reverting  to  the  past,  which 
it  i^  ux'less  either  to  comj)lain  of  or  to  condemn. 
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I  entirely  croiicur  willi  you  in  the  necessity  of  agree-. 
ment,  if  it  can  be  created  consistently  with  other  more 
important  objects,  upon  tliej/reater  points  between  those 
wlio  fill  the  theolo<rical  chairs  in  the  wnne  universitv. 
It  is  hardlv  necessary  to  iro   to  Gennanv  to  learn  so 
plain    and    so   obvious    a  truth  ;    and   the   theological 
colloquy  (?)  and  religious  belief  which  prevails  in  the 
universities  of  that  country  is,  if  it  be  such  as  it  is 
popularly  represented,  not  very  favourable  testimony  to 
the  results  of  those  institutions  and  to  the  manner  in 
which   they   are   conducted.      Uniforniity  of  opinion, 
however  desirable,  may  be  purchased  at  too  high  a 
price.   We  must  not  sacrifice?  everything  to  it ;  soundness 
of  opinion,  reasonableness  of  opinion,  extent  of  know- 
ledge, powers,  intellectual  and  physical,  nmst  also  l)e 
taken  into  account.     Your  principle  would  make  tlie 
o[)inions  of  the  present  ])r()fessors  the  standanl  of  every 
future  ap])ointment.      Before   persons   are    chosen  on 
account  of  the  consonance  of  their  tenets  with  those  of 
the  individuals  who  at  present  fill  the  theological  c.hairs, 
you  must  admit  that  we  must  a  little  consider  what  are 
the  tenets  of  those  wntlemen  ;  and  vou  are  very  well 
aware  that  great  alarm  has  been  excited  in  the  minds 
of  many  whose  authority  I  respect  by  certain  tenets, 
which  have,  I  believe,  been  published  anonymously,  Init 
with  which  ycm  are  supposed  to  have  some  connection, 
and  wliich  are  represented  to  me    to   be  of  a    novel 
character  and  inconsistent  with  the  hitherto   received 
doctrines  of  the  Cliurch  of  lOngland.     1  have  not    si*en 
tlic  Tracts  1   reler  to,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  obtain 
them  ;  1  only   s[)eak   iVom    what    1   hear.      I   therefore 
mean  to  pi'onouncc  no  opinion   upon  them.     1  do  not 
myself  dread  bold  entpiiry  and  speculation.     I  have  seen 
too  many  new  theoiies  spring  up  and  die  away  lo  feel 
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miirli  alarm  upon  such  a  subject.  If  they  are  founded 
on  trutli,  they  establish  themselves  and  become  part  of 
the  established  belief.  If  they  are  erroneous,  they  decay 
and  perish. 

The  part  of  your  letter  which  I  have  read  with  the 
jrreatest  pain  is  that  in  which  you  designate  the  course 
which  may  be  possibly  pursued  by  those  who  govern 
your  colleges.  I  will  not  believe  in  such  a  determination 
until  it  actually  takes  place,  and  therefore  I  will  say  no 
more  than  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who 
tliink  well  of  the  University,  and  who  mean  to  act  for  the 
fiirtlierance  of  religion  and  in  the  spirit  of  Cliristianity, 
to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  make  every  possible  con- 
cession in  order  to  avert  such  a  result. 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  calling  my  attention  to 
the  general  state  of  religious  feeling  in  the  country,  and 
to  tlie  deep  interest  which  is  taken  in  religious  questions 
and  ecclesiastical  appointments.  Be  assured  that  I  am 
neither  unaware  of  its  extent  nor  of  it«  fervour,  and  that 
I  liave  not  been  a  careless  observer  of  its  progress.  I 
doubt  not  that  it  is  working  for  good,  but  the  best  and 
most  holy  aspirations  are  liable  to  be  affected  by  the 
weakness  of  our  nature  and  to  be  corrupted  by  our 
nialigiiant  passions.  The  danger  of  religious  zeal  is  the 
s[)irit  of  illwill,  hatred,  and  malice,  of  intolerance  and 
I)ers(Hution,  which  in  its  own  warmth  and  sincerity  it 
is  too  apt  to  engender ;  a  spirit  to  which,  in  whatever 
form  ov  i)hice  it  may  show  itself,  I  have  a  decided 
antii)atliy,  and  will  oppose  at  all  hazards  all  the  resist^ 
anr(»  in  my  power. 


,  ,  „ ,  T  WAXT  an  Oxonian  to  make  Bishop  of  Chi- 
iKMirno  to  Chester.  I  must  have  a  man  who  will  go  with 
bishop        us   upon   the   Irish   Church.    I  have  named 
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Slcien-  I^^o^^y  ^  ^^d  Butler,*  who  have  both  doubts  on 
Downin'  ^^^^  sul)ject,  to  thc  great  discontent  of  my  sup- 
juiv'H  porters.  I  cannot  afford  to  be  liberal  again. 
iHa'o.  Would  Hawkins  do ;  and  will  he  swallow  the 

shibboleth?^  Excuse  the  haste  in  which  I  write,  and 
the  careless  manner  in  which  I  express  myself. 

Lord  Mel-  ^  '^^^  ^'^^V  i^^^^^'b  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter. 
tiioArch^  I  was  aware  of  the  translation  of  a  Gennan 
cwoi.^^  essay  upon  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,**  a  work 
soSii  publish(?d  by  Mr.  Tliirlwall  fifteen  years  ago, 
il^'^in  *'^nd,  I  believe,  but  am  not  sure,  l)efore  he  w-as 
1K40.  j,j  Qi'ders.     I  will  further  admit  that  my  know- 

ledge of  tliis  publication,  and  my  fear  of  the  offence 
which  it  might  liave  given,  liave  inclined  me  to  defer 
for  some  time  reconnnending  Mr.  Tliirlwall  to  that  jiro- 
motion  in  the  Church  which  I  was  told  from  all  quar- 
ters tliat  he  deserved.  I  have  not  read  the  essay 
through  myself — to  do  so  would  require  more  biblical 
training  than  I  possess,  and  more  time  than  I  can  give 
— but  having  curiously  looked  at  it  I  certainly  think 
that  it  was  not  prudently  selected  for  translation  ;  and 
the  liishops  of  Ely**  and  Chichester,  who  have  at  my 
request  examined  the  work,  tell  me  that  there  were  in 
the  preface  some  passages  res})e(*ting  the  inspiration  of 
the  N(*w  Testament  which  they  considere^d  objectionable, 
but  at  the  same   time   they  seemed  to  think  that   the 

'  J>r.  r.(>n;,'Uy  lind  boon  appointed  liislmp  of  Ri}Nin  earlier  iii  the 
v(  jir.     JIo  was  ArcliMslioi)  of  C'aiiti'rbnrv  from  180*2-  1S(58. 

-'  Dr.  Sjimiicl  liiitlcr,  Ilcjid-niaster  of  Shrewsbury  Sehotd,  who  became 
JJsUopof  I-irlitield  in  IKJU. 

'   l)r.  Hawkins  apparently  wonld  not  swallow  tlie  shibboleth,  for  l>r. 
Shiitllrwoiili,  Wanb-n  nf  Nt-w  Cdb'^'e,  wjis  appointed. 

*   \\\  ScliNirnnaclitr.     'I  \\v  appointment  in  (picstioii  was  the  bUhopric 
of  St.  I)avids. 

l»r.  Allen  wa^  iJislinp  nl   I'ly. 
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errors,  considering  tlie  time  and  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  connnitted,  were  not  of  sucli  magnitude  as  to 
bar  tlie  promotion  of  a  man  of  so  nmch  learning  and 
abihty.  This  also  is  my  opinion,  upon  which  I  have 
acted  ;  and  I  have  made  tliis  short  explanation  in  return 
for  the  candour  and  fairness  of  vour  Grace's  letter,  and 
also  because  that,  while  I  feel  myself  bound  to  recom- 
mend for  promotion  clergymen  whose  general  views 
upon  ])olitical  matters  coincide  with  my  own,  I  am  most 
anxious  not  to  advance  any  man  whose  doctrines  are 
not  in  unison  witli  those  of  the  Established  Church,  or 
even  whose  promotion  would  be  disagreeable  to  the 
threat  bodv  of  the*  clertjrv. 

T.ora  M.  1-  T  RKTi'RX  you  T)r.  Arnold's  letters.  With  respect 
li.rHi.i.op  ^<^  tlie  immediate  object  of  it,  the  Act  of  last 
wm/uor '''  •'^<^'^'^i^>Ji  has  annexed  this  canonry  of  Christ- 
V,',?!u^'t2i,  <'l>nrch,  wliich  has  just  fallen  vacar.t,  to  the 
^^'"  ^birgaret  rrofessorshij)  of  Divinity. 

1  liav(s  as  you  know,  a  high  opinion  of  Dr.  Arnold, 
wliich  has  l)cen  raised  still  lii^her  bv  the  affair  of  the 
waidcnship  of  ^fanchester,^  but  Dr.  Arnold  has  pub- 
lished some  indiscreet  opinions — I  call  them  indiscreet 
IxM'aiise  they  have,  as  it  appears  to  me,  without  any 
achMpiate  reason  or  object,  impaired  his  own  utility — 
and  these  opinions  would,  I  own,  render  me  unwilling 
to  name  him  for  a  [)r()fess()rship  of  divinity,  or  any 
science  connected  with  divinity,  in  the  University  of 
Oxford;- 

ii„_,„„,.  Thh  incuml)ent  of  Woodbridge  is  anxious  to 
lanV  exchange    benefices    with     the     in(*umbent    of 

'    l>('(lin<'!l  l)\  Ariiohl. 

-    riu'  allusion  is  to  Arnold's  painphlot  on  Church  lie/orm^  publiKhed 
111    1^;J.;.  Mild   his    EsHiuf  ofi   ihr    Intvrpntation  of  Scripture^  with  Uio 

ai'i'i  iidix  (Ml  'Tin'  I'rifsthood.' 
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Sr!'';^*'-  Methwold  (?),  both  in  your  diocese.  Do 
CiVKiUs  Yoii  think  this  ou^rht  to  be  done;  and  would 
i"*i-  tlie   arranj^emont  have  your  approbation  and 

sanction  ? 

I  do  not  much  Hke  myself  this  chopping  and  chang- 
ing of  hvings.  A  clergyman  should  take  his  parish  as 
a  husband  does  his  wife— for  better,  for  worse,  and  not 
be  seeking  separation  on  any  small  disgust,  or  for  any 
petty  reason,  such  as  cHniate,  bad  neighbourhood,  quar- 
relling with  parishioners.  The  liberty  of  divorce  would, 
in  both  cases,  lead  to  a  dissolution  of  the  connection  for 
any  and  every  trifling  reason. 

Pensions  on  tho  Civil  List  were  carefully  considered  l>efore 
they  wt^re  givi'ii.  Ueaders  of  Lord  John  Uussell's  'Life  of 
Moore  '  will  remember  an  admirable  letter  about  a  pension  to  the 
])oet's  sons,  in  which  is  discussed  the  dang(T  of  starting  young 
mm  in  life  with  a  small  annuity.  Lord  Melbourne's  quarrel 
with  Faraday,  whom  he  misto<jk,  or  pretended  to  mistake,  for 
an  astnjnomer,  and  roundly  abus(»d  for  applying  for  a  pension, 
was  probably  due  to  some  tenn>orary  cause  of  annoyance  totally 
unconnected  with  the  subject  at  issue.  Anyhow,  the  dispute  was 
settled  in  a  manner  creditable  to  both  sides.* 

Mr.  Cary  *^  has  just  published  a  sonnet  addressed  to 
Durliani,  in  which  he  condenuis  me  for  having  aban- 
doned and  deserted  Durham.  .  .  .  Now  would  not  to 
give  him  a  pension  at  this  moment  be  straining  even 
the  Christian  maxnn  of  'return  good  for  evil'?  As  I 
interpret  that  text  it  means  that,  if  those  who  have  in- 
jured vou  coHK*  in  your  wav,  vou  should  do  them  everv 

*  l)<iicc'  Joncs'K  Li/r  of  Farnthitj,  ii.  ;">()  G3.  I^onl  McllMinrnc  was 
r('iM>rt<il  i(»  lia\e  said  that  lie  looki-d  upon  the  whok'  system  of  moving 
pensions  to  literary  nn«l  seientific  i>ersoiis  as  a  pieee  of  hiini1»ii<;;  iin,|  )|^ 
<»\\ni'«l  that  Ik-  had  exjire^sed  hinis(.lf  *ei*rtainly  in  an  inij»erfeet.  and,  i»er- 
lia]>s.  in  too  hlunt  and  ineoiisiderate  a  manner/  lie  usi'd  to  oxpreM 
bimilar  opinions  on  the  (-neoura^^nnent  (»f  jirt  to  rayd(»n. 

•  The  translator  ol   Pantr. 
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benefit  you  can  ;  ])ut  it  does  not  appear  to  mean  tliat 
you  sliould  select  them  for  favour  in  preference  to 
lliose  who  have  served  you.^ 

]\[r.  Gary  was,  as  will  be  seen  below,  forgiven  ;  ami  though 
T.ei»rh  Hunt's  libel  on  the  Prince  Ret^ent  stood  in  the  wav  of  his 
])ensi()n  so  long  as  Lord  ^lel bourne  lived,  he  twice  received  a 
grant  of  200/.  from  the  Royal  Bounty  Fund. 

J  .  ,  OwiNd   to  the*  non-recei])!   of  the   letter  which 

i!ora  M.'i-  T.ord  Holland  was  good  enougli  to  write  to  my 
j».uni(-  friend  Mr.  ►Seric^ant  Talfonrd  (vvlio  was  frcmi 
^^•^•*-  home  on  circuit),  it  was  not  until  Wednesdav 

last  that  I  became  acijuainted  with  the  great  kindness 
again  done  me  l)y  your  lordship. 

1  wish  it  were  in  my  power,  without  entering  into 
l)ainful  details,  to  give  your  lordsliip  an  idea  of  the 
e.vfnnne  (jaod  done  to  a  struggling  and  economical  liouse- 
liold  by  tlie  second  disbursement  from  the  royal  fund. 
Suflice  it  to  sav,  it  has  a  second  time  cleared  away  the 
worst  i)art  of  ol)stacles  whi(*h  it  is  difficult  for  a  family 
to  remain  ([uite  free  from  whose  eflbrts  are  led  by  such 
a  ])(Mi  as  mine — often  in  a  sick  hand  ;  thongh,  since  I  had 
to  make  my  last  acknowledgments,  its  burdens  have  been 
lightened  by  tlie  employment  of  some  of  us  in  a  fresh 
(juarter,  and  my  own  health  has  been  bettered  by  an 
excellent  ])hvsician,  and  by  what  has  thus  bettered  us 
all.  This  is  the  l)est  way  I  can  thank  your  lordship,  by 
showini/  vou  tlie  good  y(m  have  done;  but  I  have  been 
much  i)erj)lex(Ml  (living,  as  I  do,  at  so  great,  and  I  fear 
so  ignorant,  a  distance  from  affairs  of  Court)  to  know 
whether  it  would  become  me  to  nnngle  with  my  thanks 
to  your  lordship  any  expression,  however  humble,  of 
mv  duty  to  Uie  mistress  of  the  royal  fund.     If  not,  vou 

'  To  Lord  John  Russell,  January  5,  1889. 
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will  smile  and  pardon  me  this  mention  of  it;  if  other- 
wise, may  I  ])ej/,  in  tlie  most  passing  and  least  pre- 
snmptuous  way  I  can  tliink  of  (with  the  exception  of  it 
thus  being  through  your  lordship's  medium),  to  lay  that 
duty  at  her  Majesty's  feet,  as  one  of  the  most  cordial 
and  affectionate  of  her  sulyects,  and  publicly  known  to 
be  such  in  the  (piarters  in  wliich  his  pen  is  directed  ? 

Tx>rdMei.  There  is  700/.  a  year  of  i)ension  to  dispose  of. 
W(lTc)i^i  ■'"  4^^^^^*  agree  with  you  that  tliey  liave  been  too 
?uh^8*  i^ii^i^*!^  given  to  the  literary  and  scientific! ;  and 
1H41.  ^]^^g  jj^  notion  has  been  generated,  as  I  knew  it 

would  be,  that  thev  belon<f  entirely  to  that  class.  You 
have  sent  two  cases.  Captain  Pringle  and  Mrs.  Jereniie.^ 
The  former  appears  to  me  to  be  hardly  a  case  for  pen- 
sion— his  services  are  not  sufficient,  and  he  is  ([iiite 
capable  of  work.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  Mrs. 
Jeremie,  I  am  afraid  vou  have  had  many  Governors  of 
Sierra  Leone  die  prematurely,  leaving  distressed  widows. 
Com])assion,  and  feeling,  and  even  a  sense  of  justice,  is 
for  making  provision  in  all  such  cases,  but  experienc-e 
soon  discovers  that  for  this  no  wealth  is  sufficient. 


Tionl 


^j^.j.  TuERE  is  a  sum — 700/. — to  be  disposed  of  in 

w'j.!hn  pt'^i'^io^iJS.     How  nnich  would  you  like  for  Mrs. 

li!!*"";"-  Jeremie — is  slu*  not  Lady  Jeremie? — and  what 

V"r^^';,  is  to  be  done  with  the  rest  ?     You  wrote  to  me 

July  11), 

^"^^-  some  time  ago  about  Wordsworth.     What  he 

wislu\s  for  hims(*lf,  and  what  his  friends  wish  for  him, 
is  to  give  uj)  his  place  in  the  colh^'tion  of  the  royeniie 
to  his  M)n,  and  to  have  a  pension  of  oOO/.  for  himself. 
liaring,  I  lu'licve,  had  soiue  objection  to  this, but  I  have 

'  Sir  .lolin  .TMiinic  ilird  at  Siirni  Lfone  in  A]>ril.  Sytliioy  Suuth's 
joke  wji«*  that  *  Sit-riJi  Leone  had  tw«>  (io\ernors.  one  just  urrivod  in  the 
colony,  the  ntlier  just  arrived  in  Knjs'land." 


^Ji 
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desired  him  to  be  asked  again  about  it.  You  wrote  to 
me  some  time  ago  about  Gary,  the  translator  of  Dante. 
I  liave  forgiven  him  his  sonnet  now,  and  should  have 
no  objection  to  give  him  something.  The  list  of  appli- 
cations which  I  have  comprises  Mrs.  James,  widow  of 
the  writer  of  the  Naval  History;  Leigh  Hunt,  distin- 
guislied  writer  of  seditious  and  treasonable  libels; 
Colonel  Napier,  historian  of  the  war  in  Spain,  conceited 
and  dogmatic  Radical,  and  grandson  of  a  duke ;  Mr. 
Gary,  translator  of  Dante,  madman ;  Sheridan  Knowles, 
man  of  great  genius,  but  not  old  nor  poor  enough  for  a 
])ension.  Say  what  you  think  ought  to  be  done.  If 
you  gave  Mrs.  Jeremie  200Z.  there  will  remain  five,  if 
100/.  six.  Napier  has  been  speaking  and  acting  with 
<rreat  violence  al  the  Bath  election.  He  knocked  a  man 
down,  and,  I  beheve,  abused  the  Government  broadly ; 
but  I  am  not  so  sure  of  the  last. 

I  thought  your  address  extremely  well  done.  I 
wrote  to  Duncannon  the  few  observations  that  occurred 
to  me  upon  it,  and  left  it  to  his  discretion  whether  to 
insert  it  or  to  leave  it  until  he  heard  from  you  again. 
The  general  report  is  that  they  will  oppose  the  re-eleo- 
ti(Mi  of  the  Speaker.  I  have  no  fear  of  our  party  being 
kei)t  together  in  some  shape  or  another.  A  party  has 
never  yet  been  entirely  broken  up  by  defeat,  even  more 
(*omi)lete  than  that  which  we  have  witnessed.  At  least, 
I  know  of  no  instance.  Ho.w  much  difference  and 
l)reaking  off  may  take  place  depends  upon  the  patience 
and  moderation  of  our  people,  as  you  say,  and  particu- 
larly of  0*Connell,  with  respect  to  whose  possible  course 
I  cam  lot  pretend  to  form  a  conjecture.    Adieu. 
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LAST   YEARS 

]84l-iaJ8 

LoKO  Melboitknk  went  into  Opposition  very  philosophically. 
Though  Peel's  cautious  policy  gave  little  occasion  for  an  attack, 
he  was  regular  in  his  attendance,  and  spoke  frequently  during 
the  two  following  sessions. 

T^rd  Mel-  I  ^'^^^  return  you  Duncannou's  letter  to-inor- 
wa  jt)hii  ^^^^^'5  I  ^""^^^^^  ^^  have  a  copy  of  it  made.  Yours 
soutTi"'  lather  puzzles  lue.  I  understand  Ellice  says 
OHou-r?  ^'^*^^'  ^^^  cannot  see  his  way  in  public  affairs, 
^"^^-  and  if  he  cannot  see  it  nobody  else  can.    I  own 

I  do  not,  and  this  makes  me  very  cautious  in  either 
takiii<r  or  reconnnendinjif  a  step  to  be  taken. 

If  tlie  only  one  proposed  relates  to  the  sendinjr  of 
circulars,  this  may  l)e  safely  left  to  the  time  at  which 
circulars  are  to  l)e  sent,  and  this  I  should  adyise.  It 
seems  to  me  tliat  we  cannot  conunence  another  session 
without  fully  explaining  to  O'Connell,  to  the  Eaxlicals, 
and  to  the  country  the  grounds  upon  which  we  mean 
to  act,  and  the  objects  which  we  have,  as  well  as  tliose 
which  we  have  not,  in  view,  liut  how  and  when  this 
is  to  be  done  it  is  rather  dillicult  to  decide.  I  will 
write  again.  I  have  no  news  but  what  is  in  the  news- 
I)a|)(»rs. 

r.S. — 1 1    ;unus(*s  me    in  John,  Duke  of  liedford's. 
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Journal  ^  how  calinly  and  as  a  matter  of  course  he  tells 
of  being  examined  by  the  mob,  pelted  with  brickbats, 
baited  with  bulldogs,  &c.,  &c. 

to'thr"'^  I  THINK  Charles  Elliot  by  no  means  so  clearly 
«^f-         wron<?  in  tliis  business  as  in  the  former.^     He 

South  ~ 

Street,       alwavs  coutrives  so  as  to  have  to  stop  the  force 

October  13,  ^  -^ 

is^i-  just  at  the  moment  of  action.  This  is  most  un- 
lucky. It  is  just  as  if  you  were  to  order  a  pack  of 
fox-hounds  to  be  whipped  off  just  as  they  were  running 
into  their  fox.  Only  conceive  the  rage  of  huntsman, 
whipper-in,  and  dogs.  But  he  has  got  a  large  sum  of 
money,  and  got  it  down ;  he  has  not  given  up  much,  as 
he  did  before  when  he  agreed  to  go  back  from  Canton ; 
and  lie  has  not  prejudiced  the  subsequent  operations 
or  affected  the  ultimate  decision. 

A  dinner  in  London  will  not  only  be  the  proper  time 
for  a  declaration,  but,  if  it  takes  place,  it  will  be  an 
occasion  upon  which  you  may  hardly  be  able  to  avoid 
making  one.  I  want  to  go  into  Derbyshire,  but  I  am 
afraid  of  some  address  or  something  of  that  sort.  Mel- 
bourne itself  is  a  large  manufacturing  and  political 
village ;  it  is  twenty-five  miles  from  Leicester,  seventeen 
from  Nottingham,  eight  from  Derby — rather  an  inflam- 
mal)le  neighbourhood.  Perhaps,  however,  they  may 
leave  me  quite  alone,  and  if  they  do  not,  1  must  manage 
as  well  as  I  can.^ 

'  Lord  John  Russell  had  recently  published  the  first  Tolame  of  the 
Correspondence  of  John,  fourth  Duke  of  Bedford. 

^  A  preliminary  treaty,  disavowed  by  the  Chinefle  anthorities  and  dii- 
approved  at  home.  Elliot  stopped  the  advance  of  the  troope  on  Caaton, 
and  admitted  tlic  city  to  a  ransom  of  1,250,000^.  He  was  soon  afterwaids 
recalled  (Appendix  to  vol.  i.  of  Sir  H.  Taylor's  Autohtograph/if), 

'  Ho  received  addresses  from  Melbourne  and  Derby,  and  in  reply  gave 
a  review  of  his  administration. 

L  L 
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I  HAVE  this  niorniiijr  received  voiir  letter,  and  I 

The  Banie  i      /»  i  •     *       i  i 

to  the         oufzlit,  as  you  say,  heion*  this  to  have  answered 
South        vour  lormer  one  of  tlie  IGtli  of  last  month. 

Street  * 

AtipuHto,         I  do  not  understand  that  I  have  at  all  i)led<re(l 

lH-1'2. 

myself  to  the  present  corn  laws.  All  that  I 
said  upon  Ih'oujf ham's  motion  was,  that  I  thought  it  non- 
sense to  go  into  a  Parliamentary  encpiiry  iu>w  into  the 
amount  and  causes  of  distress,  or  to  stir  at  present  a 
change  of  the  laws  which  had  been  so  recently  settled. 

1  have  never  believed  hi  the  amount  or  extent  of 
distress,  l)ecause  I  saw  clearly  that  it  was  made  use  cf 
as  an  instrument  to  effect  a  particular  object,  and  the 
particular  statements  that  were  made,  if  examined,  never 
did  bear  out  or  support  the  general  propositions. 

We  shall  now,  as  you  say,  have  an  opportunity  of 
fully  considering  this  subject,  and  that  with  increased 
experience.  At  the  same  time,  I  very  nnich  dislike  tliat 
a  great  qu(*stion  of  policy  sliould  be  much  affected  bv 
an  event  so  casual,  so  uncertain,  so  much  the  creature 
of  chance  and  accident  as  the  getting  in  or  the  yield  of 
a  harvest.  My  esoteric  doctrine  (but  to  be  dissembled 
to  the  nudtitude  upon  questions  of  this  character)  is 
that,  if  you  entertain  any  doubt,  it  is  safest  to  take 
theun])opular  side  in  the  first  instance.  The  transition 
from  the  unpoi)ular  is  easy  and  ])rosperous  travellin*'. 
Ihit  from  tlie  ])opular  to  the  un])opular  the  ascent  is  so 
st(u^p  :nid  rugged  that  it  is  im])ossibl(»  to  master  it. 

1  intended  to  have  said  something  about  the  slidin»» 
scale.  \<'.,  on  l\adnor's  motion,  but  the  debate  languished 
and  it  did  not  seem  a  good  oi)portunity.  *Surelv  we 
should  b(*  sufiiciently  clear  and  distinct  upon  that  snl)- 
j(M-t,and  w(»  sliould  condcMun  it  to  more  advantage  after 
we  had  seen  the  working  of  the  new  Act,  whirli  has 
certainly  hitlierto  operated  differently  from  the  old. 


J 
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I  am  more  and  more  unwilling  to  take  upon  myself 
tlie  responsibility  of  the  shock  of  the  sudden  change 
wliich  I  apprehend  from  a  completely  free  importation. 

We  know  so  little  beforehand  upon  the  subject. 
Only  consider  the  experience  of  this  year.  All  the  be- 
ginning of  it  was  passed  in  declaring  that  there  was  no 
corn  left  in  the  country,  that  there  would  be  famine 
before  the  harvest,  and  that  nothing  could  avert  it  but 
immediately  opening  the  ports.  Now  what  is  said  ? — 
that  there  is  much  more  corn  in  the  country  than  was 
thought  for,  and  the  prices  fall  every  market.  It  rains 
to-day,  and  perhaps  with  the  rain  all  the  old  language 
will  revive.  I  do  not  much  care  what  the  farmers  think  or 
say,  not  even  those  wonderfully  intelligent  Scotch  ones. 

They  will  pass  your  bribery  Bill  as  it  has  come  up 
from  the  House  of  Commons.  Nobody  in  the  House  of 
Lords  cares  the  least  about  it. 

Pray  remember  me  most  kindly  to  Minto  and  Lady 
Minto,  and  all  of  them.  I  love  them  much  though  they 
may  not  tliink  it.  Just  hint  that  Plumridge  seems  to 
me  to  be  rather  an  ass.^  What  business  had  he  to 
second  that  old  fool  Burdett's  motion  about  Warner  P 
I  do  not  see  the  object  of  asking  Aberdeen  about  Ash- 
l)iirton.     Adieu. 


Tlip  Rame 


EvKRY  one  who  is  acquainted  with  or  has  con- 

iiip  same         .  i  t     ,  i  .  i 

to  th«        sidered  the  subject  seems  to  me  to  nave  come 

Bnxkot      to  your  opinion,  that  the  arrangement  made  by 

October  7,   Lord  Asliburtoii  is  a  bad  one,*  and  that  we  ought 

to  liave  had,  and  might  have  had,  better  terms. 

^  Captain  Plumridge  seconded  a  motion  for  a  Select  Committee  to  en- 
quiro  into  the  negotiations  between  the  Government  end  Captain  Wemeti 
tlic  inventor  of  a  Hubmarine  explosive.  In  the  eonrse  of  the  debate* 
Burdett  accuKed  Lord  Melbourne  of  having  loet  the  Admiralty  Report  on 
the  subject. 

^  For  the  settlement  of  the  questions  at  issne  with  the  United  Statea. 

L  L  3 
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I  liave  always  myself  Ic^anod  to  the  opinion  that  it  was 
not  a  difiicult  matter  to  blow  up  war  between  tlie  two 
comitries,  and  that  the  internal  embarrassments,  which 
Palmerston  relies  upon  as  utterly  disabhng  her  from  hos- 
tilities, were  in  fact,  or  mijrht  be  turned  into,  stimuhints  to 
them,  and  therefore  I  have  been  much  inclined  to  think 
any  settlenu^nt  better  than  none.  I,  therefore,  am  rather 
of  y(mr  opinion  witli  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
matter  shall  be  dealt  with  in  Parliament.  But  this  will 
to  a  certahi  dejrree  depend  ui)on  circumstances — such  as 
tlie  feelin«r  of  the  country,  the  fcelinjr  of  the  party,  and 
the  general  effect  likely  to  be  produced  by  the  lanjruajre 
held;  and  therefore  I  should  think  that  the  safest  course 
would  be  to  state  the  objections  to  the  treaty  strongly, 
as  indeed  has  already  been  done,  and  to  leave  the  actual 
measures  to  be  taken  to  be  decided  upon  when  Parlia- 
ment is  about  to  meet.  Palmerston  is  already  aware 
of  my  opinion  upon  this  subject,  and  I  should  expect 
that  he  concurs  in  it,  but  I  will  write  to  him  again.* 
The  Duke  of  Bedford,  whom  I  met  yesterday  with  the 
Duchess  at  AVelwyn,  sliowed  me  vimr  letters  to  him, 

which  contain  very  nuich  my  views. 

«.  •        « 

If  we  had  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  it 
would  do  to  vote  them  out  upcm  as  well  as  any  other 
(pu^st ion,  just  as  the  Coalition  in  1782  voted  out  I^>rd 
Slielburnc  for  a  treaty  which  1  take  to  have  l>een  as 
good  a  oiu»  as  wc  could  have  made  in  the  cir(Mnnstan<*e; 
but  as  we  liave  not  a  majority  it  may  be  allowable  to 
think  a  little  what  is  best  for  the  country  and  the 
world. 

You  snj)ped  by  from  tlie  north  of  the  island  to  the 

*  Lord  raluKTstoii  did  nnt  concur,  iiiid  in  the  following  suRsion 
nttj»ck<<l  the  so-called  '  Ashburton  surrender'  with  jjreat  vigour,  l*ul  with- 
out much  result. 
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south  unexpectedly,  silently,  and  without  giving  notice, 
or  I  should  have  pressed  you  and  Lady  John  to  have 
stopped  here  for  a  day  or  two.  I  hope  we  shall  see  you 
when  you  come  to  town,  if  you  are  in  a  movable  state. 
Iteniember  nie  to  Lady  John. 

On  October  23  he  had  an  attack  of  paralysis.  It  was  very 
slight,  and  he  speedily  rallied ;  but  he  was  never  the  same  man 
aftonvards,  and  seldom  ventured  to  speak  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
His  faculties,  however,  remained  perfectly  unimpaired,  and  his 
opinions  on  public  affairs  were  eagerly  sought  for  by  his  old 
colleagues. 

Lord  Mel-  ^^  J^^  ^^^^e  thoroughly  made  up  your  mind 
wd  joh'n  ^^^^  ^^^  prepared  to  write,  I  wish  you  would 
Brocket  infoHu  uic  wliat  language  you  mean  to  hold 
?wmary5,  respecting  com  when  Parliament  meets.  Of 
1848.  course  you  have  dismissed  from  your  mind  the 
notion  that  the  Government  w^ill  move  upon  that  subject. 
Peel  would  be  an  imbecile  if  he  were  to  break  up  his 
party  and  probably  his  administration  in  that  manner. 
He  will  remain  quietly  in  his  present  position.*  If  I 
were  he  I  should  not  mind  the  Anti-Com  League  and 
their  abettors.  There  is  but  one  party  m  the  country 
that  (!an  create  a  real  feeling  and  agitation,  and  that  is 
the  Government.  When  it  takes  up  a  question  it  be- 
comes serious,  till  then  it  is  little  or  nothing. 

Clarendon,  who  has  l>een  here,  seems  to  tMnk  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  stir  this  question  much  at  first,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  argue  that  there  has 
been  suflicient  experience  of  the  present  law  to  enable 
anyone  to  pionounce  decisively  upon  its  merits  or  de- 
merits. 

'  Not  a  K'ood  prophecy,  as  the  sessionB  of  1848  to  1846  were  to  show. 
lioril  Molbounio  wan  hif^hly  indignant  with  Sir  Robert  PeePs  oonvenion 
to  Free  Trade,  and  broke  ont  at  Windsor  with  *  Ma'am^  it's  a  damned 
dishoncHl  act '  (Grcvillc^  part  ii.  voL  ii.  p.  851). 
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Tx)rd  Ellenboroiigli'a  strange  proceedings  in  India  form  the 
subject  of  the  following  letters  :  — 

Lord  John  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  tliiuk  Ellenl)orou<rli  lias  any  claims 
RiiBHeii  tj>    f^Y  iiidulireuce  :  liis  attack  on  Auckland  is  most 

Ij^nl  Mel-  J^  ' 

bourne.  offensive  and  uniust.  His  Sonniautli  proclama- 
«,  1M43.  ^[q^^  1  ig  ,jQt  a  mei'e  toleration  of  Hindoo  super- 
stition, but  an  exjiltation  of  it.  However  we  may  pay 
respect  to  tlie  Roman  Catholic  reli<j:ion,  one  is  not  bound 
to  say  tliat  li(iuefyin<r  the  blood  of  St.  Januai"ius  is  a 
subject  of  adoration.  They  were  not  presseil  alx)ut  the 
order  to  retreat  because  they  promised  to  jrive  all  the 
papers. 

reel  evidentlv  means  to  side  with  the  stron<rest 
about  (*orn.  Eobarts  tells  me  the  ojnnion  in  the  City  is 
that  the  Corn  Laws  are  doomed.  Slill,  if  the  country  is 
(piiet,  and  the  League  lose  their  popularity,  he  will  slick 
by  his  law. 

G.  W.  Wood  says  all  the  moderate  men  in  Lanca- 
shire  have  now  joined  the  League.  He  says  also,  that 
in  all  their  discussions  reel's  Hill  of  hist  year  has  not 
been  mentioned.  Nobody  considers  it  as  any  cliauire 
worth  s])eaking  of. 

The  discovery  of  Franklin's  map  is  a  curious  one.- 
The  L)uke  o£  Sussex  dines  here  to-day.  The  Queen  is 
much  allected  by  Drunmiond's  death,**  and  Lady  IVel  is 
in  a  dreadful  state  of  nerves. 


Loni  Moi-    T  ENTIKELV  agree  with  you  in  your  estimate  as 
i^»nij.,hn    to   the  relative  imprudence  and  (ndpabilitv  of 

*  The  famous  proclniuation  diroctinj^   tlu*   rciimval   of  tlio    ^ton  of 
Soinnautli  to  A^tji. 

*  It  was  <lisf<)Vfiv«l  in  tlit*  lM>ri'i«;ii  (.)tric(»  while  Ri'iirch  wtiH  being  mode 
for  ()ri;,'iniil  (locuineiits  on  tin-  ]>uuiulary  question. 

^  Sir  I'obcrt  IVt'l's  la-ixato  si-i-relary,  wlm  was  shot  h,v  a  nmdiuan. 
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RnsBeii.      EUenborouj^li's   proclamation,  and  the  one  of 

Brocket  r\  ^  -iiiii  i  /v»»i 

Hall,  Fob-   Octobar  1  has  hardly  yet  bsen  sufficiently  ana- 

ru  irv  lU,        ,  ,  ,  .  ,  . 

1848.  lysetl  and  excogitated,  it  gives  a  false  account 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  expedition  across  the 
Indus  was  undertaken.  Nor  is  it  true  that  Shah 
Soojah's  throne  was  only  held  among  insurrections,  nor 
that  his  death  was  preceded  by  anarchy.  It  also  says 
that  Afghanistan  will  be  evacuated  quite  coolly  and 
easily,  and  as  if  such  a  step  were  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifference.  A  single  step  in  retreat  in  India  is  a 
serious  matter,  and  draws  on  far  greater  consequences 
than  the  mere  relinquishment  of  the  territory  from  which 
you  withdraw  the  troops.  Abandoning  Afghanistan  ia 
very  i)ossibly  also  abandoning  Bengal,  and  recrossing 
the  Indus  may  be  at  the  same  time  recrossing  the 
Iloogly  and  the  Ganges.  Amongst  Oriental  nations 
impression  is  strong,  and  leads  to  great  results. 

I  think  a  motion  for  enquiry  into  the  effect  of  the 
Corn  Laws  is  the  best  that  can  be  made ;  but  perhaps 
you  had  better  wait  and  see  w^hat  Eice  does  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  writes  to  me  very  confidently  of 
making  a  strong  case,  and  if  he  does  make  such  a  case 
as  is  likely  to  make  an  impression  upon  the  public — for 
a  case  may  be  very  strong  and  have  nothing  popular 
about  it — you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  whether  or 
not  to  follow  it  up  in  the  House  of  Commons. 


You  will  have  perceived  that  since  the  first  day 
dowueto  of  the  session  we  have  had  little  but  law  to 
ixmrnL  aiuuse  US  in  the  House  of  Lords  and  an  occa- 
Febniary    sioiuil  spcecli  from  Brougham  on  the  .French 

debates.  He  told  me  the  first  day  that  1  saw 
him  that  his  having  assisted  at  the  opening  of  the 
French  Chambers  would  be  of  great  use,  as  it  would 
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enable  him  to  *  take  a  part '  in  their  discussions  ;  and 
he  hiis  l)een  Inisvint?  himself  aceorclin«jlv.  He  calls  at 
the  Frencth  Embassy  in  the  morning  to  invite  their 
attenclan(*e. 

I  have  l)een  able  to  give  as  yet  but  a  general  glance 
at  the  Indian  papers,  which  were  jwesented  last  night, 
but  have  onlv  been  circulated  this  morning.  As  far  as 
I  ct\n  nuike  them  out  as  vet  thev  show  a  ^reat  deal  of 
activitv  and  ener<rv  in  EllenlK)r()UiJfh  from  the  time  the 
advance  and  reo(*cupation  of  Afghanistan  was  resolved 
upon,  but  leave  him  o})en  to  animaxlversion  on  one  or 
two])ohits — the  first  proclamation,  which  is  highly  cen- 
surable, but  forms  no  part  of  the  militaiy  arrange- 
ments ;  ^  the  order  wliicrh  distinctly  ap])ears  to  [com- 
mand] Nott  to  retire*  at  once,  and  which  must  have 
been  disobeved  bv  Nott,  thou<di  no  remonstrance  or 
explanation  on  his  ])art  a])i)ears,  being  confined  ptM'haps 
to  private  connnunications ;  -  and  tlie  foolish  directions 
about  the  gates. 

I  trust  the  hist  week's  severe  weather  does  not  affect 
or  retard  your  progress. 

LcrdMoi-  I    HAVK    bccu  again  looking  over  your  letter, 

WdJoim  ^vlii^l^    I    received  yesterday.     I  certainly   see 

Br(K-k«t  ^^^  reason  for  al>andoning  in  i)riiu'iple  a  lixeil 

Jlmuarv  ^^^^^Y  ^H^^*^^  ^^^^  imj)ortatiou  of  corn,  Imt    I  do 

i(s,  iHU.  jj^jj  ^^,^^  ii^jji  y^.^  liave  nuu'h  to  sav  that  is  either 

strong  or  new  against  the  recent  law  and  the  sliding 
scah^  as  it  is  now  arranged.  It  lias  not  brought  in  tiHi 
much  corn  during  the  j)ast  yeai',  nor  has  it  brought  it 
ill  in  inconvenient  times  and  in  incinivciiieiit  ([unntities, 
wliicli  was  th(*  lirsi  charge  against  tlie  sysli'm.      1  iliink 

*  'I'hc  onUrs  fi»r  nticiit. 

'''  That  was  so.     (icncTJjl  Nott  actftl  <»n  liis  own  rt'si»oiiFibUitv. 
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that  I  gather,  from  a  more  attentive  inspection  of  your 
words,  tlie  revisions  which  you  would  propose  for  the 
better  government  of  Irehind.  You  say  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  the  Catholics  what  was  promised  at  the 
Union  and  in  1829 — i.e.  equality  of  right,  equality  of 
])referment,  and  the  full  benefit  of  the  govermnent  at 
DubUn.  This  can  only  be  obtained  better  by  placing 
in  ])referments  those  who  will  act  upon  the  principles 
upon  which  we  acted  from  1835  to  1841.  You  add 
that  it  is  rec^uisite  to  lay  a  foundation  for  conciliating 
the  Catholic  clergy  to  the  State.  On  this  point — and 
of  course  its  objects,  payments,  and  provision — ^I  have 
seen  a  letter  from  EUice,  in  which  he  says,  any  attempt 
made  by  any  body  to  provide  a  public  provision  for  the 
lioman  Catholic  clergy  will  at  once  issue  in  a  failure  as 
signal  and  decisive,  and  nmch  of  the  same  character,  as 
the  failure  of  the  Education  scheme  last  year.  I  fear 
this  will  be  found  right.  This  appears  to  me  to  afford 
a  strong  reason  for  thinking  a  little  before  we  encumber 
ourselves  unreservedly  with  this  matter.  If  you  persist 
in  tliis  matter,  I  strongly  advise  you  to  coimnunicate 
])r(*vi()usly,  through  Duncannon,  with  O'Connell,  and 
attempt  to  learn  from  him  whether  there  are  any  mea- 
sines,  and  what  they  are,  which  will  satisfy  the  Bepeal 
])arty  and  obtain  their  support.     Adieu. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  loneliness  of  Lord  Mel* 
I) :)iirne\s  last  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact  those  statements  have 
litth^  or  no  foiiiidation.  It  is  true  that  Lord  Melbourne,  as  old 
ag<»  and  ilhie^s  crept  upon  him,  may  have  fancied  himself 
nt^trlt'cti'd.  and  may  from  time  to  time  have  let  fall  expressions 
t  inured  with  weariness  of  the  world.  But  what  his  friends  and 
relations  could  do  for  him  they  did  zealously.  Lady  Fblmerston 
and  Lady  Holland,  until  her  death  in  1845,  were  unceasing  in 
tlieir  attentions  to  him.  and  Lord  and  Lady  Beauvale  made  a  point 
of  sp»Midint,' the  winter  months  at  Krocket.     It  is  to  be  hoped 
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that  in  their  compiny  he  repented  him  of  his  saying  of  former 
yerirs,  'I  would  rather  have  a  man  about  me  when  I  am  ill;  I 
think  it  requires  strong  health  to  put  up  with  a  woman.'  ' 
Among  his  pai)ers  also  are  to  be  found  many  and  many  a  letter 
from  his  ohl  colleagues  and  private  fri(»nds,  while  Mr.  Thomas 
Young  sent  him  long  budgets  dealing  with  everj'  topic  under 
the  sun.  The  following  letters  from  Mrs.  Norton  and  Mr.  Ellice 
ai)pear  to  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  be  given  here : — 

Pray  do  write.     I  am  ill  in  bed  nivself,  and  if 

Hon.  Mrs.  ,  .        t      i      ii     i  •     i  "•»!•»      t 

Norton  to  you  doii  t  writc  1  slijill  tUuiK  voii  jive  ill  in  bed 
Meii>oume.  too.  I  did  iiua^irino  I  had  coaxed  you  into 
ards-'on-  scribbliuiif  by  askiii<j  vou  that  information  for 
i)rc.tMni>or  Hiy  Doem.  You  always  say  vou  are  <rlad  to 
teacMi  me  thui^^-s  and  sup])Iy  me  with  scraps  of 
knowledjre.  IIow  shall  I  jret  on  if  I  am  so  neglected 
by  mv  tutor  ? 

The  bov's  tutor,  whose  name  is  Mr.  Murray,  and 
wlio  is  curate  here,  is  the  first  gentleman  of  Scotch 
(extraction  I  ever  met  wlio  knew  nothing  whatever 
about  his  clan  or  his  family.  In  general  tliey  will  ferret 
you  out  their  rotttfi  (to  say  nothing  of  their  braiirhfs) 
with  the  sairacitv  of  truHle  do^s ;  but  here's  a  f^dlow 
who  asks  what  Dunmore's  title  is,  and  who  is  the  elder 
branch  of  the  Mui-ray  clan?  Thei'e  is  a  passage  in  my 
])()em  about  the  (.'hurcli  disturbances  in  Scotland  against 
thosf  who  want  to  elect  their  own  ministers.-  Jircadal- 
baiie  wanted  me  to  h^ave  it   out,  but  1  have  been  ubsti- 

*  I^cslie'.s  AuiohitKjrajihy  (i.  \}.  \i\\)).  It  was  Lt'slic  whoiu  Lord 
^roll)niirne  nske<l  how  it  was  tliat  Itaphael  was  eniplovud  by  the  Pupe  to 
paint  the  walls  of  tlie  Vatican.  The  answer  was,  '  li(?c*au80  of  his  ^oat 
cxc-cllcnce.'  *  J>ut  was  not  l»is  nncle,  ]>riiniant(.s  architec:  to  the  l*n|>o  *?  ' 
*  I  liclievo  liraiuantti  was  liis  uncle'  *Thcn  it  was  a  job,  you  may  be 
Mirc' 

-■  CJiihl  iif  iJic  Jfthinih,  a  j»ocni  <»n  the  birtli  of  the  I'rinco  of  NViiloR, 
j»u]»li>lir:l  in  IHI',,  which  would  Ji])pari'ntly  pla:'i'  the  dale  of  these  lettvra 
at  the  prtvit»us  winter.  The  i>assii;,'o  he^'ins  * 'llu*  lan<;ht  should  c  ho  )«a 
tlieir  tiMchei- :  b  •  it  so  I ' 
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nate.  I  told  him  what  you  had  said  about  the  difference 
between  being  i?i  and  out  of  office.  He  laughed  very 
much,  and  said  he  should  send  you  a  whole  deer  to 
make  up. 

How  can  you  turn  such  a  deaf  ear  and  such  a 
to  tii^™^  turned-up  nose  to  the  claims  of  old  Jack  Morris? 
ill^JonardB- '  Why  dou't  you  help  the  man  that  helped  your 
brother  at  Westminster,  in  the  good  old  days 
when  you  wasn't  weak  and  sick  and  he  wasn't  faint  and 
starving?  Do  you  tliink  the  God  who  made  Jack  Morris 
and  you  does  not  judge  it  as  selfishness  ?  Something 
also,  perhaps,  of  ingratitude.  For,  no  doubt,  when  he 
had  liis  riches,  and  his  twenty-stall  stable,  and  his  West- 
minster votes,  very  civil  words  you  all  said  to  hinL  Oh  I 
rouse  your  shiggish  old  heart  to  write  to  some  one  for 
him  ;  and  don't  fly  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  who  built  up 
your  own  face  into  the  picture  of  honesty  and  gene- 
rosity, tliereby  (alas !)  creating  much  mistaken  trust 
and  vain  expectation  in  the  hearts  of  all  those  whose 
ill-judging  eyes  have  gazed  on  your  countenance  I 

Why  don't  you  write?  Who  have  you  got  at 
Brocket?  Does  Emily  hang  her  long  gowns  up,  like 
l)[inn(Ts  of  victory,  in  the  cuplx)ards?  Does  Lady  Hol- 
land cut  herself  in  four  to  help  and  serve  you  ?  Are 
yaiiny  Jocelyn's  soft  purple  eyes  at  your  table  under 
the  lanii)s  ?  or  does  the  *  Mhmy '  who  rivals  our  own 
'  (T(M)igy  '  rouse  you  to  any  love  and  admiration  of  your 
own  relations  ?  ^ 

Adieu.  I  am  extremely  busy,  yet  I  write  to  you. 
You  are  not  \)usy,  yet  you  do  not  write  to  me.  I 
abjure  the  world,  and  will  sell  all  I  have  and  give  to 
tlu*  poor. 

'  r.ady  ralinerston's  two  daughters  were  married  to  Lord  Shaftesbury 
and  Lord  Jocelyn.    Geor^y  is  the  IhicheM  of  Somerset. 
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To-morrow  is  Briii's  '  birthday,  and  we  have  ordered 
roast  pig  for  dinner. 

The  same  ^  ^^^*  \^}'^^  ^^^^  interest  of  yonr  gates  made  you 
8ame^        Write  directly,  but  you  disturbed  yourself  iiu- 

janJ^y^'  J^^^^^^i^J^^'ily-  I  havc  uo  euthusiasms  which 
^''^-  make  me  forget  wliat  you  say  to  me,  and  you 

told  me  at  tlie  time  all  that  you  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  write  ])er  post.  If  you  had  read  as  carefully  as  I 
listen  you  would  have  seen  that  in  my  letter  I  mention 
having  ])romised  defsigiis^  and  that  I  merely  repeat  the 
observations  of  others  when  I  talk  of  Baldock  and  his 
triumphal  entries. 

It  has  since  struck  me  that  as  the  place  is  in  fact 
Mrs.  Lamb's  (and  ])robably,  also,  the  projected  im- 
provement) her  leisure  would  be  well  employed,  and 
her    taste   better   satisfied   by   choosing   them  herself. 

Mrs.  S does  not  care  about  politics  for  the  best  of 

all  reasons,  which  is,  that  she  cannot  by  any  effort  lie 
brought  to  comprehend  them,  even  in  the  shallow  way 
we  women  do.  She  takes  them,  as  Helen  ^  does  (only 
that  Helen  coidd  understand  them),  and  Nell's  way  I  will 

recount.     Helen  was  ill  in  bed  ;  I  thought 's  epistle 

might  anuise  her,  and  took  it  accordingly.  She  put 
out  one  hand  in  a  languid,  deprecating  manner,  and 
said,  '  Don't  look  so  eager,  Caroline,  and  al)ove  all 
things  don't  read  it  to  me  if  there  are  atnj  jtoUtics  in  itj 
for  1  know  I  shall  be  bored  and  tired  to  death.' 

As  to  S ,  you  are  wrong  if  you  think  him  stupid. 

H(»  may  be  wrong-lu^aded,  but  he  is  a  fine-spirittnl 
creature,  full  of  information,  though  habitually  silent; 
and  those  who  are  a^faiust  vou  may  be  with  you.      Mrs. 

'  llcT  second  son,  ufliTWHnls  Lord  (iriinlley. 
*  J.adv  l)ulferin. 
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S has  a  luiiuber  of  set  plirases  of  the  '  jol)bino- '  of 

the  Whiii's,  and  tlie  'dishonesty'  of  the  Whijifs,  &c.,  ^^r., 
but  neitlier  for  tlie  past  nor  for  tlie  present  has  she  a 

deihiite  idea.     She  toldLadv  TI before  Lord  II 

tliat  Mr.  C said  he  could  have  married  her  on  his 

own  t(M  ins  ;  and  on  S interposinjjf,  slie  said,  "  You 

knoir  jiiHi  told  me  so  yioirself.''  This  has  made  a  family 
([uai-rel,  and  slie  is  not  yet  convinced  it  was  a  foolish 
thintJf  to  (h). 

(ioi'U'V  luis  sent  for  me  to  sit  witli  her,  as  she  is  ill 
and  low — so  farewell. 

I  iiAVK  sent  tlie  Inverness  newspaper,  published 
i:iiic.t..  durin<»'  the  sittin<r  of  the  General  Assemblv  of 
bounu'.        the  rree  Lliurch  here,  and  contaiinng  a  report 

IllVfllU'SS,  -  - 

Au^Mist27,  ol  the  sj)eeches  and  proceedintrs ;  not  that  1 
exjx'ct  you  to  wade  throuj^h  the  whole  of 
tliem,  trash  as  well  as  eneriry  and  eloquence,  but  that 
you  may  see  the  projrress  of  the  movement,  and  judge 
of  its  inlhuMice  on  the  social  conditions  and  future  for- 
tunes of  tliis  country.  .  .  .  Their  great  olrject  is  to 
secure  th(»  i)ernianence  of  their  institution  bv  raisinir 
lunds,  not  only  for  building  churches,  but  schools  and 
houses  for  their  minister  and  schoolmaster.  .  .  .  No- 
body can  mistake  the  serious  or  important  character  of 
the  movement, or  the  ability,  energy,  and  devotion  with 
which  the  headers  are  conducting  it.  Guthrie,  Dr. 
C'andlish,^  and  their  celebrated  preachers  go  from 
meeting  to  meeting  to  preach  in  all  the  northern 
parishes,  and  to  liold  nuH^tings  of  their  local  presby- 
teries  in   furtherance   of  the  objects  of  the  Assembly. 

'  Giuhric  was  a  celebrated  preacher  at  St.  John's  Free  Church,  Edin 
burirli.     Dr.  Cjiiullisli  became  the  riihng  Bjurit  of  the  Free  Church  after 

the  ik'iith  of  Chahncrs. 


52'5  LORD  MELBOURNE'S  PAPERS 

Tliey  have  enlisted  the  wlnde  northern  population,  with 
few  exce])tions,  in  their  ranks.  .  .  .  They  will  form  the 
ftont  rank  in  the  battle  that  must  soon  be  foujrht 
between  voluntaryism  and  establishments.  In  which 
rank  will  the  Irish  Catholics  ultimately  be  placed  ?  If 
the  majority  of  the  ])(»ople  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotland 
are  to  be  thrown  with  the  Eiifrlish  Dissenters  into  the 
ranks  of  voluntaryism,  the  Church  of  En^jland  in  both 
countries,  with  its  Puseyites  and  others,  will  have  a 
hard  fijrht  to  maintain  itself.  I  d<nibt  whether  it  can 
nunil)er  amonj^^  its  lea<lers  more  talent,  energy,  or  zeal 
than  distinjiuish  those  of  the  Free  Chur(*h  here.  It 
will  receive  little  assistance  or  supi)ort  from  what  the 
Free  Kirk  people  call  the  '  residuaries '  of  the  Scotch 
establishment,  who  seem  to  be  asleej)  while  this  move- 
ment is  awakening  eveiy  other  soul  in  the  country. 

I  HEAR  that  you  are  quoted  as  beinij  disposed  to 

Lord  .John  r  '      1    1     .      •  .  ^       ,        TT 

Rusmiito  vote  tor  a  nxedduty  ui  conunittee  \\\  the  House 
ixiunio.  of  Lords.  I  have  agreed  with  Lansdowne  to 
May  2-2,  liavc  a  meeting  at  Lansdowne  House  to- 
morrow, of  ])eers  only,  to  consider  the  present 
condition  of  aflaivs.^  I  wish  to  state  to  them  thai  I 
could  not  accept  a  fixed  duty  in  lieu  of  the  ])resent 
IViIl.  1  hope  you  will  not  be  a  party  to  throwing  out 
the  Hill.  It  must  lead  to  that  violent  agitation  on  this 
sul)ject  which  you  have  always  a])prehended.  The 
Lengue  might  not  be  able  to  do  nuich  of  themselves, 
but  with  Ft^el  and  the  Whig  membiM-s  of  the  Ilimse  of 
ConuHon^  to  Irad  them  th(»ir  (»Hbrts  will  |)e  powerful, 
and  stir  u[)  soritMy  to  the  bottom. 

'  The  ijioctinj;  was  shiiiiih>ihm1  in  oviivY  to  prevent  ft  coalititai  })ctwoen 
tlio  PnitC'Ctioiiists  and  tlie  Whij^'s  who  wt^n*  fnr  a  fixfd  duty.  Arconling 
to(rrcville,  Lnnl  M»'lln)urueina<U-a  hitter  .Hpeecli  apiinst  Pet  1,  but  declared 
himself  [)repftred  li)  go  lUonj;  with  his  friends. 
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Those  who  throw  out  the  present  Bill  will  cause 
this  agitation,  and  cui  bono? 


Lord  Mel- 


I  HAVE  receiv^ed  your  letter,  and  when  I  receive 
L^rd™Jo^  a  summons  from  Lansdowne  for  to-morrow  I 
South"*  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  attend.  I  think  that  upon 
M&y22  ^'^^  whole  I  agree  with  you.  The  report  of 
184b.  my  views  has  probably  arisen  from  my  having 
said,  that  if  a  resolution  in  favour  of  a  fixed  duty 
was  moved  in  the  House  of  Lords  I  should  feel  a  diffi- 
culty in  voting  against  it,  as  I  had  myself  moved  a 
simihir  resolution  in  1842.  This  is  as  much  as  I  have 
said. 

Although  conscions  of  his  gradual  decline  Lord  Melbourne 
clung  to  the  idea  that  he  would  be  Minister  once  more.  He 
professed  himself  ready  to  take  office  in  case  the  Government 
was  overthrown  in  1844,^  and  when  the  Liberals  returned  to 
power  in  1846  he  felt  mortified  at  not  having  a  place  offered 
him  in  the  new  Cabinet. 

Lord  John  then  wrote  to  him  a  kind  letter:  — 


Lord  John  I  SUBMITTED  to  the  Quceu  yesterday  the  list  of 
ilmriiJu  '^  ^^^^^'  Ministry.  I  have  not  proposed  to  you 
juuT'  ^^  f*^^*^^^  ^  P^^^  ^^  ^^'  because  I  do  not  think 
iH4b.  your  health  is  equal  to  the  fatigues  which  any 
of  lice  must  entail.  For  although  there  are  offices  with 
little  business  in  themselves,  the  Parliamentary  work 
has  increased  so  greatly  that  a  Lord  Privy  Seal,  for 
instances  must  take  charge  of  committees,  and  be  con- 
stantly engaged  in  assisting  the  leader  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 

I  ])r()pose  to  put  William  Cowper  *  into  his  old  place 
in  tlie  Treasury. 

*  OreviUe,  part  ii.  vol.  ii.  p.  28S. 
^  The  late  Lord  Mount  Temple. 
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LordMoi-  ^^^-  lii^ve  jiuljrod  veiT  ri<rlitly  and  kiiuUy  in 
wdJohu  i^^i^king  me  no  offer.  I  am  sul)jef*t  to  such 
south^^*  fi'oqucnt  accesses  of  illness  as  render  ]ne  iii- 
jiuTs        (^'lI)able  of  any  exertion. 

^^^^^-  I  am  <2:lad  of  what  vou  intend  about  William 

Cowper.  I  do  not  think  that  he  would  mind  beinjjT  left 
out  himself,  ])ut  it  would  have  been  very  unpalatal^le  to 
his  mother. 

Here  Lord  Melbourne's  correspondence  comes  practically  to 
an  end.  One  or  two  letters  there  are  of  a  later  date,  but  they 
are  almost  ill(»giblc  and,  so  far  as  their  purport  can  be  gathered, 
unimportant.'  He  was  well  enough  to  vote  on  the  Jewish 
Disabilities  Bill  on  ^lay  25,  1818,  but  that  was  his  last  appear- 
ance in  public,  and  on  November  2i  of  the  same  year  he  died. 

*  It  is  curious  that  he  should  have  WTittcn  to  a  collea^^o  so  far  hack 
as  September  1835,  *  I  behcve  there  is  no  surer  si^  of  weakness  or 
decline  tlian  bad  handwriting.*  Lord  Melbourne's  handwriting;  was  never 
goodf  but  it  was  not  much  worse  in  1845  than  it  was  in  1835.  After 
1845  it  became  very  difficidt. 
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the  ACCKSSION  of  JAMES  the  SECOND. 
Popular  Kdition,  2  vols,  crown  8vo.  6.s.     i  People's  Edition,  4  rols.  cr.  8ro.  16«. 
Student's  £dition,  2  rols.  crown  8\*o.  \2a.  \  Cabinet  Ediiion,  8  vols,  post  870.  480. 

Librjiry  Edition,  5  vols.  8vo.  £4, 

MACAULAY'S  (Lord)  ESSAYS: 


Cabinet  Edition,  4  rols.  post  8vo.  24«. 
Library  Edition,  3  toIs.  8to.  S6s. 


Student's  Edition.  1  vol.  crown  8vo.  6«. 
People's  Edition,  2  vols,  crown  8vo.  Bs. 

MACAULAY'S  (Lord)  ESSAYS,  with  LAYS  of  ANCIENT 
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Authorised  Edition,  crown  8vo.  2s.  6d.  or  3s.  6d.  gilt  edges. 

MACAULAY'S  (Lord)  MISCELLANEOUS  WRITINGS: 

People's  Edition,!  vol.cr.  8vo.  4s.  6d,  |  Library  Edition,  2  vols.  8vo.  2ls. 

MACAULAY'S    (Lord)    MISCELLANEOUS  WRITINGS 

and  SPEECHES: 
Popular  E'Htion,  1  vol.  or.  8vo.  2s.Gd.  \  Student's  Edition,  1  vol.  crown  8vo.  fij». 
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Cabinet  Kdition,  16  vols,  post  8yo.  £4.  164.  |  Library  Edition,  8  toIs.  8?o.  £i}.  fit. 

HISTORY  of  ENGLAND  from  the  FALL  of  WOI^EY 

to  the  DEFEAT  of  the  SPANISH  ARMADA      By  Jambs  A.  Fboudb. 
Popular  Kdition,  12  vols.  cr.  8vo.  £2.2s.  \  Cabinet  Edition,  12  vols. or  8?o.£3. 12«. 

The    ENGLISH  in   IRELAND   in    the    EIGHTEENTH 

CKNTURY.    By  Jamks  A.  Fruddb.    3  toIs.  crown  8to.  18*. 

SHORT  STUDIES   on  GREAT  SUBJECTS.    By  James 

A.  Froudb.     4  vols,  crown  8vb.  24«. 

HISTORY    of   ENGLAND    from    tlie    ACCESSION    oi 

JAMKS  I.  to  the  OUTBREAK  of  the  GREAT *C1VIL  WAR.    By  Samobl 
Rawson  Qahdinrr.     10  vols,  crown  8vo.  6s.  each. 

HISTORY  of  the  GREAT  CIVH.  WAR,  1642-1649.    By 

Samukl  Raw»om  Gakdinhb     (3  vols  )    8to.  Vol.  L  1642-1644.   2U.  Vol.  II. 

1644-1047.     24#. 

HISTORY     of    ENGLAND     in     the      EIGHTEENTH 

CENTURY.     Rv  W.  E.  H.  Lkckt.    8vo.    Vt.ls   L  and  II.  1700-1760,  36i. 
Vols.  111.  and  IV.  1700-1784,  36«.     Vols.  V.  and  VC.  1784-1793,  Sfit. 

The  CONSTITUTIONAL  HISTORY  of  ENGLAND  since 

the  ACCESSION  of  GEORGE  III.  1760-1870.     By  Sir  T.  Ebsximb  Mat 

(I>onl  Faic.vmokouoii).     3  vols,  crown  8vo.  18«. 

HISTORY   of   ENGLAND  from   tlie  CONCLUSION  of 

the  GREAT  WAR  in   1815  t*)  the  YEAR   185S.      By  Spsnckk  Walfolb. 
(0  vols.)    Vols.  I.  and  II.  1815-1832,  36«.     Vol.  III.  1832-1841,  Iftf.    Vob. 

IV.  und  V.  184  1-1858,  36«. 
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1 066  to  1 885.  Vols.  I.  to  III.  With  1 ,600  Portraiu,  Shields  of  Arms,  Amto> 
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